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Rabbit enjoys doing rabbity things, but he also loves un-rabbity things! When Rabbit suddenly disappears,
no one knows where he has gone. His friends are desolate. But, as it turns out, Rabbit has left behind some
very special gifts for them, to help them discover their own unrabbity talents!

This is a stunning debut picture book by author/illustrator Jo Empson. Rabbityness celebrates individuality,
encourages the creativity in everyone and positively introduces children to dealing with loss of any kind.
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From Reader Review Rabbityness for online ebook

Clouds says

As far as kids picture books go, this is probably the oddest one I've met so far... but also the most beautiful.

Most kids books are light and fun - playful - which makes sense.

 Rabbityness ... has a very mature edge to it.

The story is about a rabbit who likes to do rabbity things (burrowing, eating, etc). He also likes doing un-
rabbity things (art and music). The other rabbits love him for these unrabbity things, because he fills the
woods with sound and colour.

Then one day... rabbit is gone. And the woods are dark and quiet. And all that's left is a deep, dark, hole.
Down the hole the other rabbits find his art and music supplies, and they pick them up in his memory and fill
the woods with sound and colour once more.

We never find out what happened to rabbit.

So basically it's a child's primer for dealing with loss - a pretty sombre message for a toddler!
My son is nineteen months old, and just likes to point at all the 'babbits' and say 'bouncey-bouncey!'
But the sombre message definitely influences the way I read it aloud - it's hard to do silly voices and sing-
song rhythms for a story like this...

But the artwork is gorgeous! Very modern, stylised and all-round excellent.
I'd very proudly put a print of rabbit playing his didgeridoo on my wall.

So a very comfortable four-star recommendation as it's a very special little book...

But  Rabbityness  is never going to be my first choice when Fin asks to read a book, because it's not as fun to
share as something like Room on the Broom - so no fifth star from me.

After this I read: Count Zero

Meg says

The story was meh, but I liked the message and the art.

The story is a little rhythmic, and several words that end in "ness." I could see this book being used for story
time and adding a painting/art/music activity to go with it.



Robyn says

Loved the illustrations more than the story.

TrinaLynn says

What a wonderful book.
Another award-winner, no surprise.
I really enjoyed this so much it has become one of my favorites.
And it is now on my list of great gift books for kids.
A chance to inspire creativity and some anthropological ideas in the kids' minds is a winner with me!
I originally wrote the above on April 19, 2017.
I want to add a note which escaped my mind on that day.
An interesting thing about this book was to see how differently the kids responded to death. In one
classroom, when I asked 'what do you think happened to Rabbit' they all answered 'I think he died', 'Yeah, I
think he's dead' and 'he got eaten by a coyote'. In another classroom, the responses were totally different, as if
the kids were all in denial about death: 'I think he got lost but he's coming back', 'he found another bunch of
rabbits to live with', etc...
It was remarkable, same school, different teacher.

Lois says

I think the front cover possibly undersells the contents. The art is pretty magical.

The themes of loss, self-discovery and inheritance are all well evoked in the story line... but where is Rabbit?
Did he die? Why don't the other rabbits know? Did he leave them, to spread culture to other warrens?

I reckon the lack of answer to those questions is going to bother me for some time.

Alexandria says

But...where did rabbit go?

This was a fun picture book for children - it kept me interested ;) Full of colour.

It would have been fun as a pop-up book (or having tabs to make rabbit move) in sections as we have rabbit
enjoying hopping and other rabbity things before moving onto painting and music.



Edward Sullivan says

A lovely, affecting story about loss and longevity.

Irena Freitas says

Amei a história, mas não fiquei muito encantada pelas ilustrações? Não que sejam mal feitas, só não faz meu
estilo mesmo.

Steve says

Fantastic and original artwork. The contrasts and colours are great for a young child. The story is fairly good
probably lacks a bit of poignancy achieved by the likes of Oliver Jeffer's The Heart and the Bottle. I think
that's because you don't see any of the other rabbits playing with Rabbit at the beginning part of the story (in
The Heart and the Bottle the grandpa and grandchild are playing together).

Erin Murray says

This picture book was not what I was expecting at all. I thought it was going to be quite an innocent and
naive children's book due to the vibrant illustration on the cover. However, I don't want to say I was
deceived, but I think there is an underlying almost mature tone to the book.

The main character 'Rabbit' brings the other rabbits in the woods colour and music and then one day is gone.
The abrupt exit of the character could ultimately lead children to question what happened to him and his
disappearance and as children do, they are quite empathetic at a young age. Even as an adult, I got slightly
confused as to the disappearance of Rabbit. Very abrupt and not explained very well, as a reader you just
have to assume what has happened to him. Although that would be a good opportunity for children to discuss
and produce work on an alternative ending or what they believe happened to Rabbit...I still think it could've
been explained better.

Although I don't believe this book is good for children learning to deal with death, I do however think it is a
good book for them to learn about grief and hope. The other rabbits in the story learned how to mourn Rabbit
but still do something to cherish his memory. They adopted his way of life, learning to deal with their grief
and ultimately made the forest they live in a much more colourful and brighter place to live, even though
Rabbit was no longer with them.

Kya says

I love almost everything about this book - the bright beautiful colors, the dynamic plot, the alterations
between the end pages to show how the characters developed...
But what happened to the rabbit? I need to know.



Destinee Sutton says

A simple, short story about a rabbit who enjoys "unrabbity" things like painting and music. When this special
rabbit disappears, the other rabbits are sad, but they find that he has left them paints and instruments and they
take up unrabbity hobbies themselves.

The art explodes off the page with energy and joy. I'm sure kids will wonder what happened to the
extraordinary rabbit. Did he die or just go away? This ambiguity aside, the story proffers a hopeful message
to those who have experienced the loss of someone special.

Ariel Cummins says

This book is a really interesting spin on the whole liking-something-different-but-that-makes-everybody-
else-like-it-too-eventually trope (seriously guys, that's an official trope. I saw it on, um, the internet). Rabbit
likes doing normal rabbit things, like jumping. But he also loves all kinds of other non-rabbity things. Like
painting and making music! All the other rabbits love this about him. When Rabbit disappears mid-book, the
other rabbits are sad. Eventually, though, they realize that the art and music that Rabbit gave them allows
them to be happy, even though he's gone.

The art in this book is really amazing. In the beginning, Rabbit is a black silhouette on a tiny island of green.
He's surrounded by, and nearly overwhelmed by, a sea of white page. Once he starts making art and music,
though, the page explodes with a riot of color! The other rabbit's grief is also expressed beautifully.

This is truly a great book. It deals with death without DEALING WITH DEATH, and it's really beautiful to
boot.

B.A. Wilson says

This may not be the perfect book for explaining death to a very young child, but it could be a good book to
read as part of a collection of stories that help explain life, grief, and what we keep of the people who have
left us.

It does not have a strong religious message, and most adults seem to find it touching. The message is
beautiful. In fact, if you were reading to an audience of grief-stricken adults, this would probably be a good
pick.

When it comes to reading it to a young child, though, I think the story can be a bit confusing. It implies death
but never really says it or explains it. Adults get that Rabbit died, but I am not sure if young children do. That
leaves some of the explaining to be done by the adult (potentially a grief-stricken adult), assuming that adult
really wants the child to fully understand the message.

It's almost like a book about the topic of death that does it's best to avoid saying death, as if the word itself or
the concept should not be spoken about. I assume that's an attempt to be gentle to the youngest of readers,



but for those looking to use this as a book to help a child through the death of a loved one, it's too vague to
do the trick on its own.

Arminzerella says

Rabbit likes doing rabbity things, but he also discovers that he enjoys making music and art and dancing
through the trees. He shares his love of these things with the other rabbits, who are delighted. When Rabbit
disappears one day, they find his art and music making supplies and honor his memory by using them
themselves. Once again the forest is full of music and color and happy rabbits (doing rabbity and unrabbity
things).

This is a beautifully designed picture book – I love the endpapers with the many rabbity poses, and the
brilliantly colored pages depicting the rabbits at play with their art supplies and their music and dancing. The
rabbits are quite rabbity (except when they’re not). I love almost everything to do with rabbits, so I was
completely taken with the illustrations. I can’t help but wishing, though, that the rabbits were more rabbit-
like in behavior in their enjoyment of their non-rabbity pursuits. Like, couldn’t they have made music by
thumping on hollow logs? Painted with pollen and crushed berries? Made sculptures from leaves and mud?
Where did the first rabbit get all of his art supplies? And most of all, WHERE DID THE RABBIT GO? One
day he just disappears and everything is quieter, emptier, less colorful without him. Did he mean to leave?
Did something terrible happen to him? Did he want to see the world? I wish I knew. Also, I worry a bit about
the ruckus the rabbits make in the woods – won’t they draw unwanted attention to themselves? They are
PREY animals, after all. Lovely, lovely, fun book that rabbits will want to devour (mine would). Could also
be shared with wee humans.


