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The Legend of the Firefish is a timeless tale of the pursuit of faith and honor.

Packer Throme longs to bring prosperity back to his decaying fishing village by discovering the trade secrets
of a notorious pirate who hunts the legendary Firefish and sells the rare meat. Armed with the love of the
priest's daughter and a noble purpose, Packer stows away on the ship Trophy Chase bound for sea. But many
tests of his faith and his resolve follow.

Will belief and vision be enough for the young man to survive?

Captivating action, dialogue, and insights into the heroic struggle of faith make this an ideal read for fans of
adventure, fantasy, and well-told tales of honor.
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From Reader Review The Legend of the Firefish for online ebook

Raymond Keith says

Excellently written, quality Christian Fiction. It has a fantasy genre to it but all will enjoy it even if that is not
your type of reading. The whole series is excellent.

Ruth says

Packer Throme, a failed seminary student, turns to the sword as the means of proving his worth and hatches a
daring plan to save his fishing village from poverty. He concocts a plot to stow away aboard the pirate ship
Trophy Chase, whose captain, the notorious Scat Wilkins, hunts a treasure far more valuable than silver or
gold. Wilkins hunts the Firefish, legendary sea creatures whose meat is a highly prized and valuable
commodity. Packer has little idea of the life-threatening dangers facing him when he sets out on his quest --
particularly the threat his faith poses to Talon, a godless Drammune warrior woman bent on destroying him
because of his beliefs. Meanwhile, Panna Seline leaves the safety of her village life in order to find Packer,
little realizing that as Packer's love she is a target Talon would pay dearly to eliminate in order to destroy
him.

Polivka's prose is richly detailed and his worldcrafting has a nice "dense" feel to it. While Firefish is not a
fantasy per se in that there are no dragons or wizards, in some respects Packer's world can be likened to the
classic "fantasy" of Tolkien's Middle Earth. Where Tolkien constructed the world of Lord of the Rings as a
kind of British "pre-history," Polivka's world of Nearing Vast feels like it could have taken place in, say, an
early American or European fishing village. This sense of familiarity makes the novel very accessible. And
while Polivka's characters are thrust into incredible, life-threatening adventures, their personalities and
reactions are firmly grounded in reality. The fact that their fears, hopes, doubts, and dreams are credible and
relatable draws the reader into the story and lends a compelling sense of urgency to their struggles.

Firefish has an old-fashioned feel to it, reminscent of classic adventure stories like The Three Musketeers by
Alexandre Dumas and Captain Blood by Rafael Sabatini, in great part due to Polivka's succesful use of the
omniscent point-of-view. The point-of-view is constantly changing and the transitions from one character's
perspective to a "big picture" view and back again are seamlessly accomplished. While this is a technique
that took a little getting used to, I grew to appreciate it as it adds to the richness of the narrative. Every
character, from the principals like Packer and Panna (the latter is especially notable as she is no weak and
fainting heroine -- she meets every challenge thrown her way head on with strength and backbone) to the
villagers of Near Vast, are fully and realistically developed. The faith element is expertly incorporated into
the storyline as well and Polivka doesn't beat his readers over the head with a simplistic Christian message.
Thanks to his strong characterizations, Packer and Panna's faith is an integral aspect of their lives and the
struggle between their natural and spiritual selves is taut and compelling.

The Legend of the Firefish is a classic hero's tale wrapped in the swashbuckling excitement of an old-
fashioned adventure story, shot through with a ribbon of faith. Book two, The Hand That Bears the Sword,
releases July 2007.



Ron says

Some books by Christian authors will be enjoyed by all readers. Lord of the Rings comes to mind. Others,
while equally enjoyable for Christian readers, will probably fail to connect with non-Christian readers. The
Legend of the Firefish fits that latter category.

The premise is promising: a seventeenth century sea-faring tale in which certain mythological elements (sea
monsters) are true. The storytelling is competent.

Writing any novel with a Christian worldview adds a dimension which some readers will appreciate, but
many wouldn't.

The story is constantly interrupted by the jarring mix of modern attitudes with seventeenth century (or older)
technology. Talk of "glut the world's markets" and "daydreams of patterned porcelain plates" are completely
out of place. Also, making the King James Version Nearing Vast's literal Bible is a stretch. While they may
be a plausible analog for England, the rest of the KJV doesn't fit the Firefish world. Like C. S. Lewis
dropping Father Christmas and Bacchus into Narnia, it's a mixing of mythologies which Professor Tolkien
found inexcusable.

Polivka is a good writer. He sets up all sorts of good conflicts and not a few cliff-hangers, but then he
defuses the tension by over analyzing them. He needs to leave us hanging more.

Additionally, Polivka's heavy-handed evangelizing also distracts from the story. It may be his reason for
writing the books, but it certainly knocks the reader out of the story for his sermon-of-the-chapter.

All in all an enjoyable read. I look forward to The remainder of the Trophy Chase trilogy.

Stacia says

I was unaware when I picked this book up that it was Christian fiction (I generally avoid the genre as I find it
overall poorly written, preachy in tone, and pretty much romantic fiction which I also do not read). Given my
bias against the genre, I was pleasantly surprised by this book. I found the balance between story and
message appropriate. The emphasis on message did not detract from plot or characterization overmuch, and I
was able to read the book without being too annoyed.

Deb says

in a history that is similar to our own, but different in that the giant sea monsters drawn on maps are actually
real, a young man is strangely obsessed with the "legend" of the firefish. he believes he can help find the
elusive beasts--but the only problem is that the only people interested in hunting the firefish are pirates.
stowing away on a pirate ship is almost a certain death sentence, but that is just what packer (our hero) does.
this leads to the first of several times he is nearly killed, but survives by the hand of providence. providence
is also guiding his fiance, who leaves her home on a desperate quest to find him. plenty of swashbuckling
adventure follows, with a hint at more to come in the planned sequels.[return]there isn't much "christian
fantasy" so fans of that genre who would like it to be written with that worldview will be pleased to see this



new addition. the fantasy element is kind of low, this reads more like an alternate history type of adventure,
though the firefish and the native people that hunt them are pretty unusual. there's no magic, but there is a
god who seems to be keeping packer alive through some pretty incredible circumstances. it took a while for
me to get into this story, i had to adapt to the historical feel of the language and geography, but once the
adventure got underway it was a good romp.

Karen Jones says

Great book on faith and trust. Shows great glimpses of how God works, and we don't realize it until someone
points it out later.

George Bryan says

This book has lots of swords and monsters, a love story, and people struggling against the odds. It has a
siginificant spiritual bent, traditional (like 17th century) Christian. I really like it, but then, I'm a bit biased.

Samantha says

A heroic struggle of faith- a compelling story of adventure, mythology, honor & sacrifice.Packer Throme
begins his quest to hunt the Firefish (with secrets given to him by his father) by stowing away on Scat
Wilkin's (a notorious pirate) ship- The Trophy Chase. But will he die at the hand of Talon a woman who has
turned her back on God
before he ever gets the chance to share his knowledge and desire? And what will happen to Panna, his
beloved? This book was a little "wierd" but it had a very good message that God is in control over our lives.
Whatever happens, it's in His Hands.
And... He most definitely can bring good out of bad.

Jaclynn says

Get ready for an adventure on the sea! Packer Throme begins his quest to hunt the Firefish (with secrets
given to him by his father) by stowing away on Scat Wilkin’s (a notorious pirate) ship- The Trophy Chase.
But will he die at the hand of Talon, a woman who has turned her back on God, before he ever gets the
chance to share his knowledge and desire? And what will happen to Panna, the girl he loves? I really liked
this book although it did take quite a bit of concentration to get through. One of the main lessons it shows is
that God is in control no matter what life throws at us, and if He wills it to happen it will and if His will is
otherwise then nothing can stand in His way.

Sue Bohannon says

I have a grandson that loves fiction/fantasy books. I was a little concerned until I found/read your book,"The



Legend Of The FireFish". I have ordered him the trilogy set. I loved reading "'FireFish" and may be hooked
on fantasy and dragons myself. He is coming by today on his way back to college and pick up another trilogy
by another Christian author, L. A. Kelly. I have bought him other sets at the Family Christian Store but when
I checked Saturday, they were not carrying any dragon/fantasy type Christian books.

If you have other fiction/fantasy books you have written please tell me where I might buy them. I have to go
to the Internet most of the time. However, I did buy "'FireFish"
at Wal-Mart. Before I finished reading it I ordered the boxed trilogy on Christian Books.com for his birthday
that is coming up. I took a chance on "'FireFish" and noticed printed on the price of the book that it stated
Inspirational Fiction. That sold me to take the chance
Thanks for writing such books for kids/adults that are based on solid concepts of the Bible.

Sue Bohannon

Rachel says

I stumbled across this book at my local library, when I was searching for a not-super-serious/dramatic/heavy
book to read last weekend. I was searching Christian fiction in the library catalog...read this synopsis...and
was just floored by the idea of a Christian book with pirates in it. So I just had to pick it up.

I loved this book. My expectation going in was that it might be kind of airy, more entertainment than good
theology...but this book was something altogether unexpected and amazing. As the characters struggled with
their own sin and pursuit of righteousness and Christianity, I saw myself; my own struggles between God
and self. I found the characters to be very real; not the picture-perfect Christians that I could imagine and
write. These were real characters with real struggles.

The book was heavier at times than I expected, because I'm used to death being glossed over, like it doesn't
really matter, because of movies and games, etc, but Polivka deals with death as *death*. I really appreciated
that, among many things in this book: Death had the weight that it deserved.

Overall, this book was a great, exhilarating read. And it's only the first in a trilogy! I was so excited to see
that the other two books were available at the library; I'm on the next one now!

Les Andrews says

Interesting book. I really liked the storyline and the characters! I do have one gripe about it. The author
created this beautiful story in a different world during a different time...yet didn't want to create a Jesus in
that world that reflected that. When it came to that his creativity was dry. How does an author just transplant
the exact story of Jesus, in our timeline, into a created fictional world? The author also needs to create a
Jesus that fits into that world like C.S. Lewis and Tolkien did, and they did it very well. It took me away
from the story. Give the biblical characters different names and different nationalities and even a little bit
different history so their story fits into this created world yet still keeping the very same message. We see
this done with so many other authors. I feel like the author's theology got in the way of his creativity.



Iris says

I didn't realize this was a Christian book when I picked it up at the library. I was a little worried that the story
wouldn't be very good/complex. It turned out OK. While it had a slow start, the characters were likeable (for
the most part) and the story was fun and even exciting at times. I'm not sure I'll finish out the trilogy as the
writing and themes were a bit too simple for my taste.

Caroline Jones says

A GREAT book! I love the characters and the plot and it's very well-written. The only thing I'd say is that
there is a good bit violence, so if you're sensitive to violence, this book might not be for you. Other than that,
it was a great read!!!

Erin says

I picked this book up a clearance sale with no expectations. The cover and title were intriguing. Usually, that
turns out fairly well as I have no glowing reviews to taint how I process the story. This one only turned out
sort of on par with that trend. The world and mythology is top notch. However, there is too many
monologues for my taste. Monologues that only end with "God will decide." I'm okay that the characters end
up this way; it is just frustrating that we spend so much time with them arguing a decision to have them
never come to a decision. At some point, the characters have to learn their own lesson that they have faith in
God, not repeat it for every crisis. Like the other reviews, I wasn't aware that the book was in the Christian
Fiction genre. I feel it is sloppy in its more preachy moments. The moments with the Firefish and the chase
of the Achawuk are thrilling stuff and my favorite parts of the book. It loses traction when we return to the
Talon plot. She's written less interesting than Scat Wilkins or the men who follow him. It is hard to get on
board with her redemption plotline as she isn't developed enough for me to care which way she goes. Or
rather her best stuff comes too late in the book.


