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Casia Courtier says

Talk about afun read. What with SHERLOCK coming back for itsthird season, it only made sense that |
would/should read a Sherlock Holmes inspired tome. STEAMPUNK HOLMES isaserieswhere aclassicis
mashed up with the Sherlock Holmes characters and shaken in a steam filled engine.

This story is action packed. P.C. Martin is very imaginative and somehow sews the classic TWENTY
THOUSAND LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA wonderfully with Sherlock Holmes. | did have an idea on who
thevillain was, but it was still an amazing read. Very funny in alot of parts and completely awesome
because of the explosions. Yes, explosions.

What is great about the STEAMPUNK HOLMES seriesisthat not only can you get it in its book form, but it
isinteractive on the iPad and computer. | happen to have the audio which features actors doing the voices of
the various characters. It made the story feel even more alive.

It'sagreat read for someone who likes anything Steampunk or Sherlock Holmes. It's also a great read for the
action driven reader. If you do get it in audio, it's great for when you're cleaning. That's what | did.

Chompa says

Sherlock Holmes - yes! Steampunk - Yes! Tie those two into the legacy of the Captain Nemo? - Hell Y es!

Sadly, unlike peanut butter and chocolate or green olives and yellow beer, these things didn't seem to mix too
well.

The plot is atad muddy, the writing seems forced and the attempts at injecting steampunk into a Holme's
story were weak.

My hope isthat the iPad version may feel very different if it involves|ots of pictures. | have afeeling that
seeing this as you read it might grant the story some wings. As it stands now, not very recommended.

Erik says

This garage sale find intrigued me with atitle that captured some things | normally consider good omens...
Holmes, Nautilus, and steampunk. I'm very sad to say my "omen meter" was way off.

Thereisvirtually no steampunk feel to this book, and | never really enjoyed the "Holmes" or "Nautilus'
contributions either. It felt clunky, and forced together in the hopes something terrific is the end result. Think
putting chocolate on adlice of pizza... two good things that combined does not make something great, or
even palatable.



| think there was a sincere effort attempted, hence the lack of a one star rating. | really did not like the book,
but it would feel wrong to befoul the true One Star's out there with an effort that meant well.

1.5 Stars, rounding up for the sake of pizza and chocolate.

Eric Dirker says

Being a huge fan of Sherlock Holmes, | had pretty high hopes for this piece. Unfortunately, these hopes were
quickly dashed. | recognize that the author wanted to put an original spin on such aclassic, but the
characters, pacing and overall feel of the book were rather ho-hum. I'm a bit surprised that Sir Doyl€e's estate
would give their stamp of approval to this adaptation.

The steampunkisms were fairly contrived and did nothing, on awhole, to contribute to the story. In fact, they
felt abit forced and unnatural. Nemo was a very flat character and the painfully obvious use of him for
foreshadowing the next book ground his character into alifeless pile of dust. Finally,I found it rather difficult
to relate to Holmes, himself. Originally, Holmes character was aloof yet likeable. P.C. Martin seemed to
draw arough sketch of the detective and leave personality alighter shade of boring. Thisis something that |
have never felt in reading and rereading the originals.

For anybody that isadie hard fan of Steampunk or the Sherlockian canon, it is difficult to resist this book.
My single suggestion isto not get your hopes up.

Vesmeé says

Overdl | liked this story, however | had afew nitpicky things | noticed and then at the end Watson's
behavior over something really annoyed me.

Steampunk Holmes: Legacy of the Nautilus is based on the Sherlock Holmes short story " The Adventure of
the Bruce-Partington Plans." It also includes a character who is the son of Captain Nemo, from "Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea" and " The Mysterious Island.”

The first nitpicky thing I noticed was that when Holmes wakes up Watson, he says "Very sorry to wake you
up, Watson," said he, "but it's the common lot this morning. Mrs. Hudson has been woken up, she retorted
upon me, and | on you."

Those familiar with the original text will know that Holmes actually uses the expression "knock you up." |
can understand that the might have changed it to appeal to a new crowd, but | took me out of the story.
Especially since later Watson still used the expression "egjaculated"” for saying something. Seemed odd to
change one and not the other. | mean, it's a Steampunk twist, so they still use Victorian language.

| a'so noticed that Watson planned on having coffee first thing in the morning. Now, I'm not certain of this,
but | don't recall him drinking coffeein the original text. Like | said, I'm being nitpicky and it was something

that took me out of the story.

However, the thing that really annoyed me was Watson's refusal to believe that Victoria Vaentine was



guilty. Now, Watson commonly believed in innocent until proven guilty in the books, especialy female
characters, which I'm fine with and is a good way of thinking, but his complete denial of Miss Valentine's
guilt was frustrating with al the evidence against her.

While Holmes explained the evidence against her as the murderer of her brother, Watson comes up with
various ways to explain the evidence. Thisis quite fine at first, a good way of closing up plot holes.
However, Holmes could have easily pointed out these points himself and explained why the evidence was
against here. Instead Watson refuses to believe anything said against the lady.

Then, Holmes says that he actually knew the Miss Vaentine in her secret identity as a blackmailer. He had
actually seen her blackmailing people. He did not realize it it was her till later in the story, and therefore
knows more about her character. He tells of how he bribed aman at the location where she kept her
blackmail evidence and was able to view it, and Watson still refused to believe ill of the lady!

AreYou Fucking Kidding Me?.jpg

Another thing is that when Holmes comes home exhausted near the end of the story, he and Lestrade alude
to the fact that Pierre Nemo is till alive, and yet when Sherlock And Mycroft discussit the next day Watson
is surprised!

Some things | did enjoy was BAMF female Mycroft. There was a part in the book where she left the room
and | wondered if she was going to be taken hostage, but | was quite happy to see she held her own, and in
fact due to her weaponry was the last person standing.

| was very glad Watson did not hit on her. | don't care if Watson falls for almost every female character,
there's just something off limits, to me, about him hitting on Holmes' sister. It ssimply isn't on.

So yes, overal | did enjoy the story, but Watson's complete denial over the Lady's guilt really did affect how
much | liked it. It's not fair to judge the book from that one scene, and yet at the same it can't be ignored.

Madeleine Holly-Rosing says

I'll admit that other than the movies and old and the new BBC TV shows, | was never a huge Holmes fan. |
read afew books along time ago, but barely remember them. However, since we've been inundated lately
with aacouple of really good reboots and updates, 1've been enjoying them quite a bit. And I've been
following the whole development process of Noble Beast Publishing on Tweeter, which iswhy | expected
more out of this novella.

The genera story follows Holmes, Watson and his Holmes' sister Mycroft ( alittle gender switching there)
on thetrail of severa murders and the disappearance of some top secret engineering plans originally created
by THE Captain Nemo. The premise works for me, however the execution does not.

I think P.C. Martin was trying to emulate Doyle's writing style which is fun and cute up to a point, but got
exceedingly boring after awhile. The story didn't really get interesting until "Pierre" entered the picture. |
also hated the fact that Watson was so passive. Yes, | know he was that way in the original booksiif |



remember correctly, but | was constantly comparing him to Watson in the current TV show "Sherlock™ and
he came away very wanting. | think for today's audience he needed to be more a part of the team and not
have Sherlock vanish for afew days and feed us all the answers. And throwing afew steampunk type
weapons doesn't make it steampunk in my mind. It almost smacks of lazy writing other than what |
mentioned before about emulating Doyl€e's style. It was OK for when he wrote it, but not so much now.

My thought is she should have completely re-thought the Holmes mythology and come up with her own
unique viewpoint on him. The movies and TV shows have certainly done it and maintained the integrity of
the character as well as been very entertaining. I'm sure she would have gotten alot of grief from the
"traditionalists,” but it would have been alot more fun.

Carl says

P.C. Martin's* Steampunk Holmes: Legacy of the Nautilus’ is set in an alternative Steampunk universe
(c.1885). This alone would not have swayed me to buy the book; however when | discovered a plot element
involved the theft of the plans for Captain Nemo's mysterious Nautilus submarine, | was hooked. In redlity,
Martin's story istaken from Doyl€' s short story, “ The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans” and then
married to elements from Vern's “ Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.” They say imitation isthe
sincerest form of flattery, and Martin has certainly done that with this plot collaboration.

With a unique plot and some clever twists, the story starts off on afamiliar note — the plans have been stolen.
(Here the plans are the recently discovered plans for Captain Nemao's mysterious Nautilus submarine.)
Holmes, along with Watson, has been brought in to save the day by Mycroft, here his sister. In this
steampunk world, Mycroft is a beautiful, statuesque, intelligent and deadly government agent. Doctor
Watson is now the “bionic doctor” with amechanical arm complete with weapons. Sherlock’s choice of
transportation is the “Widowmaker” — a steam powered motorcycle with a sidecar. Beyond these elements
and the airship, complete with pirates, the steampunk elements were a little weak.

This book was not very long, maybe that's why it seemed a bit rushed at the end. The second half of the book
could have been developed more. While the Martin makes afair go at imitating Conan Doyl€'s style, the
plot, especially that dealing with Nemo, could have used greater development. This leads to some frustration
with the resolution of the tale, which, after some build-up, falls alittle flat. Regardless, there are some very
clever twists in the book; however, if you are interested in a short Holmesian mystery mixed with stellar
steampunk elements, you will be somewhat disappointed. It isan “OK” mystery, perhaps even agood one,
but certainly not a GREAT one. Still, for all its weaknesses, | will still recommend it to you.

Amanda says

| really enjoyed this bit of fiction. | have been aloyal fan of The Canon and | take the treatment of Mr.
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John H. Watson very serioudly.

*SPOILERS*

| liked the changes (a female Mycroft, Watson's arm, and the Widowmaker) | didn't find it to far aleap at all



to see Holmes as an enthusiast of both this very modern form of transportation as well as the tinkering he
takes to in the hopes of better equipping his friend.

| actually find that, for me at least, Holmes and Watson lend themselves very well to the roles of "Action
Heroes'. The action isin keeping with the pace of most things these days, that isto say very quick.

It moves very swiftly along the same vain as the Navel Treaty with some key differences. Holmesis as
clever as always and his stalwart Doctor as handy as ever, the deductions are still there and truly shine when
seen in aworld that technology is advancing by leaps and bounds.

Thisisto be only the beginning of a series of books in thisinventive and tantalizing world.

My only disappointment isin Doctor Watson's blindness in respects to the guilt of Victoria proving the
widespread belief that heis easily won over by a pretty face, though his compassion and effort in attempting
to save her life was very moving and something | wholly approve of.

And | for one will back this project in any way | can, my money on kick-starter and the words | speak to
others.

| eagerly await another installment.

Kim says

| was quite excited when | discovered this book. The design and art associated with it was attractive. | bought
the Kindle edition for the reasonabl e price of $2.99. Now before | get into my thoughts on thiswork, | have
to make some things clear. | am a Sherlockian. | have been arabid Holmes fan since the age of 12. I'veread
al the Arthur Conan Doyle stories many, many times. |'ve been part of scholarly discussions of them. I've
read lots of Holmes pastiches (what other fandoms would call fanfiction, but these are published. Yay public
domain.) I've written Holmes pastiches.

So with all of that background, | am a particularly picky audience. Half-assed depictions of Sherlock Holmes
are just going to annoy me. But | do enjoy pastiches, and am open to pretty wild versions of Holmes. As|
stared reading this book (novella? 144 pages isn't much of anovel, really) | was impressed. The language did
avery good job of recreating the style of Doyle. As| continued | started to notice that entire sentences were
lifted from various places in the Doyle canon. That's not unheard of in Holmes pastiches. | started to
appreciate the differences the author made from the Doyle stories: Watson has a cybernetic arm with
weaponry, Mycroft is Holmes sister instead of his brother, Holmes drives a motorized velocipede and isa
tinkerer of gadgets.

But then as| got to the actual plot, | very quickly realized something: thisis not an origina plot. It isthe
Arthur Conan Doyle story "The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans" with some of the names changed.
Instead of the stolen plans being of the Bruce-Partington submarine, they are of the Nautilus. The name of
the dead man is changed from Cadogan West to Cadbury. The gender of the villain is changed. But the actual
mystery, the solution to it, that's all lifted straight from Doyle. A good 40% of this book isadlightly altered
version of a Doyle story, and as such was really, really boring to me. After finishing it, | compared the two
texts side by side. The author changes enough around to avoid being a direct find-and-replace plagiarist.
Wording of sentences are slightly changed without changing their meaning. Paragraphs are added in between
the Doyle sections. But it is still aretelling of a story that already existed.

After about 40% of the way through (don't you love the Kindle) the author suddenly breaks with Doyle by



adding in a bunch of action sequences. Shootouts and chase scenes. Holmes and Watson sure seem
comfortable killing a bunch of people. The fact that the people they kill are mostly Indians may be consistent
with theracial attitudes of the time, but since that is an addition by a modern author, | side-eye it abit. There
is an attempt to make the climax and conclusion of the story different than the Doyle story and create more
of aplot tied in with JulesVerne. But | didn't find it all that interesting. Action sequence, exposition scene,
action sequence, action sequence, exposition scene. There is no actual mystery or solving of mysteries after
the author copies the mystery part of the Doyle story.

The only saving grace of this story, in my opinion, isthe writing style. The author is very good at making her
style Victorian and Doyle-esque in a subtle way that modern writers usually have a hard time capturing. So
that impresses me. The accompanying illustrations are nice, although | wish someone could have copy-edited
the LARGE BOLD type under them so that "L estrade” was spelled correctly.

So, ultimately, | don't feel | can recommend this story. Someone who has never read the Doyle stories might
really enjoy it, but its difficult for me to say that. Of course, if you haven't, you might just want to go read
those, which you can get for free.

(If you want to see more steampunk book reviews like this, they are at
http://steamingenious.blogspot.com/se...)

rick. says

| love Sherlock Holmes: the Sir Arthur Conan Doyle classic stories, "Y oung Sherlock Holmes' film, the
brilliant contemporary BBC series " Sherlock™, and the older Brett and Rathbone versions. | also love the
derivative series; "Psyche", "Monk", "Murder She Wrote", "CSI" and on and on. | love the mystery, and the
application of observation and intelligence to solve the unsolvable. | like to follow along and either assemble
the clues or note the moments when Sherlock gets on thetrail. Even if | don't know what he knows, you can
see the reaction, when something has caught his attention. So | backed the kickstarter campaign for
Steampunk Holmes: L egacy of the Nautilus.

| dove into SH:LotN with two incorrect assumptions which lessened my overall enjoyment. The first
incorrect assumption was that it was an original mystery, instead it is an alternate telling of The Adventure of
the Bruce-Partington Plans, although significant aterations were made near the end of the story. Thiswas
not a deal breaker, as| mentioned, | love the show " Sherlock™ which has done exquisitely detailed remakes
of severa classic Sherlock stories. The second incorrect assumption was the incorporation of steampunk
would provide a mash-up of genres. Sadly the steampunk influence is quite sparce. Instead of a damaged leg
Watson has a mechanical arm; instead of using a handsome Sherlock drives a motorbike; the submarine from
the original story is specified as Captain Nemo's Nautilus, but apart from these substitutionsit has little
impact. Where steampunk getsitsinterest isin the details, the cogs and pistons, steam and complexity. All of
that detail is missing and makes the steampunk aspect a thin veneer.

In the end Steampunk Holmes: L egacy of the Nautilus was okay. P.C. Martin has wonderfully captured the
voice and pacing of the classic novels and has some nice flourishes, but there isn't enough new or original to
recommend over The Bruce-Partington Plans.




Steampunk Pagan says

Thisis one example of buyers remorse.

| can not voice my frustration with this novella any better or in a nicer way than Eric Dirker did in his
review. Would just like to add that | would add a half star for being thankfully short so the pain of reading
this did not last long.

Eric Dirker"sreview:
http://www.goodreads.com/review/shows...

The Speculative Post says

Okay, so to start with, Steampunk as a genre is very tricky. Y ou need to resist the urge to fall prey to what |
like to call the “ Glue cogs onto every flat surface” problem, which iswhen you let the elements of
Steampunk as a genre overrule what you' re trying to do: tell an engaging story. In this story, Watson has a
cyber arm with agun in it, Holmes drives a high-powered motorcycle (also with guns on it) and there’ s a
zeppelin (another mainstay of the genre). Other than that, it feels like the elements of Steampunk are
completely absent. You'd think, if it was asrare as all that, Watson would get a little more attention for
having a massive steel gun-arm, but nobody seemsto notice. It felt tacked on and lacklustre for something
that even has ‘ steampunk’ in thetitle.

But that’s not all bad isit? If the steampunk elements are downplayed, maybe that means the Holmes
elements are top notch! Well, | was definitely thinking as | read through this, that at the very least, they got
the baseline elements of ‘A Sherlock Holmes Story’ down pat. It turns out there is areason for this as well.
The basic plotline of Steampunk Holmesis as follows:

The British Government has a top secret military research facility which has the plans for a powerful
submarine, the Nautilus (In steampunk fashion, these plans are in the form of punch-cards for an analytical
engine). The plans have gone missing, and a man who works at the office, hamed Cadbury, isfound dead in
atrainyard, his head smashed in, and seven of the ten cards in his possession. The three missing ones are the
most important, and Holmes needs to solve the murder and recover the plans.

There isastory, written by Sir Arthur Conan Doylein 1912 called The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington
Plans whose basic plotlineis as follows:

The British Government has a top secret military research facility which has the plans for a powerful
submarine. The plans have gone missing, and a man who works at the office, named Cadogan, is found dead
in atrainyard, his head smashed in, and seven of the ten pages of the plansin his possession. The three
missing ones are the most important, and Holmes needs to solve the murder and recover the plans.

While the credit at the start of the work says ‘ Adapted by P.C. Martin from the short story’ etc. etc., the
adaptation seems like it consisted of ‘Holmes has a fancy motorcycle, Watson has a Gun-Arm and Mycroft
(still named Mycroft) is awoman. Also, we changed the names of some characters’ which isreally not
enough for me to consider this an adaptation so much as an appropriation. If you' re going to take an existing
story and change elements, they need to be thoughtful, effective and significant. These were none of those.



In the same way that Pride and Prejudice and Zombies was about 80% the literal word-for-word text of Pride
and Prejudice, this felt to me more like anovelty gimmick and not a serious intent to adapt the works of
Conan Doyle to the Steampunk oeuvre. The only things which were done originally weren’t done very
engagingly, and for something so short (only 144 pagesin my .pdf copy) you really need to add something
more than afew very un-Holmesian chase and action scenes.

All of that being said, if you' ve never read any Conan Doyle, or if you are such afan of Holmes or
Steampunk or both that you' d happily read -anything- that uses those subjects, thisis aquick and easy read
you might get akick out of.

Dan was provided areview copy of this book by Noble Beast LLC

Michelle says

Many parts of this Steampunk Sherlock Holmes tale were very enjoyable. The author does an impressive job
of using the language of Sherlock Holmes. As someone who inherently focuses on language use, | noticed
and appreciated that author has a masterful repertoire of language tools to use to construct meaning in the
context of the Sherlock Holmes universe. She knows her stuff, in other words.

The plot enjoys elements that are original to thistale, are mashups of other tales, and also contains elements
of an original Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Sherlock plot. While | think this melange of plot elements lends the
tale an air of familiarity and authenticity, part of me suggests that giving Sherlock amore original mystery to
figure out the details to would have given me as areader more excitement, as | saw parts of the mystery
coming together.

Overal | enjoyed the Steampunk twists in this story and the changes that the author chose to make to the
universe fit very well with the Steampunk genre.

Terry says

"The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans' gets a steampunk makeover in P.C. Martin’s Steampunk
Holmes: Legacy of the Nautilus. Mycroft Holmes, Sherlock’ s beautiful, statuesque and well-armed sister,
sets Holmes and Watson on the path to recovering stolen submarine plans. Sherlock tools around London on
a gatling-gun equipped motorcycle with a mechanical-armed Dr. Watson sitting in the sidecar, together
unraveling clues, dueling assassins, and chasing airships. Steampunk trappings and gender-bending aside,
Martin’'s take probably follows the Conan Doyle story too closely for this to feel completely original, but the
world building and hints at a broader story arc give the reader hope that Legacy of the Nautilusisthe
foundation for afully-realized and unique Steampunk Holmes franchise.

It's a'so worth noting that Steampunk Holmes is a multimedia event. An audiobook and interactive app are
currently being devel oped, and the concept art found at http://www.steampunkhol mes.com/ amplifies the
reading experience.




Steven Davis says

Read in aday. Not brilliant, not terrible, and it got the first book of the year read. Now, aweek later, | can
barely remember anything about it except some of the Steampunk elements seemed grafted on.




