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Released from lason's curse, Riki is spending his days idly in the sslums when he's drawn into atrap - isit a
secret plot of uninvited visitor Kirie, or could it also be a cruel way to force Riki to choose between the body
of hisold roommate Guy and his own pride? Riki revives the memories of his three years of lust and
masochism with lason. Is freedom just an illusion?
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Aredhel says

| was pretty much interested in Katze's story in the previous volume, but his current affairs (especially those
that don't concern the main characters directly) described in this volume didn't seem that much compelling.
Detailed descriptions of Katze's and Kirie's doingsin this volume just didn't rub me the right way.

Ivie OBorn to Magic-Forced to Mugglel says

Just look at thisface...Riki was right from the get go not to trust him. He looks like one of them evuuuul
porcelain faced dolls. Lil'* shit...

M ar sha says

Matters move apace. Katze, who was in the beginning an envious, nasty, arrogant kid, is moving up in the
world. While the other characters remain much the same, Katze's changing, which makes thisinstallment a
little more interesting than the previous volumes.

lason Mink is coming off less as a powerful, cool, masterful Tanagura Blondy as a man possibly suffering
from a deep psychosis. Never having experienced human emotion before, his encounter with Riki has thrown
him off hismental rails. He's become a stalker, descending to illegal kidnapping, incarceration and
psychosexua manipulation of his prey, whom he refuses to consider as anything but a pet. But, since heisan
android, albeit with afleshy brain, perhaps that can explain his behavior if not entirely excuseit.

Reading about Riki’ s inevitable return to the status of a pet was difficult and emotionally wrenching. But his
plight isindicative of thisworld as awhole. More than anything else, this volume reveals just how deeply
intertwined are the various strands that make up life on this planet. In spite of considering the slum mongrels
of Area 9 to be less than human, the denizens of Midas could not exist without them, something of which
most of them are seemingly unaware. People living at the top of the totem pole are wholly dependent on
those they consider their inferiors.

Even if you are morally against aworld fashioned of glittering excess on one side and filthy degradation on
the other, it is fascinating to read about people struggling to eke out their existences on either side of an
invisible divide.

Banafsheh Esmailzadeh says



WOW. The writing and story just keeps getting better and better! Riki has gone back to lason in order to
save Guy and Kirie has taken to using Manon for his own benefit. So lots of intrigue this time around.




