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Daniel Polansky says

A series of short stories about Salih’s paradigmatic Sudanese village of Wad Hamid, with a (far from
exclusive) focus on three generations of exceptional/semi-magical patriarchs, including the eponymous, as a
metaphor for the challenges of Sudan/the Arabic world more generally to grapple with the conflicts of
modernity. | liked this, | did not like it quite as much as the sublime Season of Migration to the North and the
nearly equally fabulous Wedding of Zein. It’s structurally a bit more complex than either of those, whichin
practice | thought got in the way of Salih’'s beautiful prose and profound moral grasp. Library, but | probably
wouldn’'t keep it not because it’s not good, it is good, but the other two are better and make a cleaner case for
Salih’sgenius.
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