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Fairy tales are naturally non-mathematical. That is a fact, and fifteen-year-old Lily Sparrow loves factual,
mathematical logic. So when her mother confesses that Lily’s deceased father is (a) not dead, (b) coming to
dinner, and (c) the ruler of a fairy tale kingdom accessible through the upstairs bathtub, Lily clings to her
math to help her make sense of this new double life (1 life in the real world + 1 secret life in the fairy tale
world = a double life).

Even though it’s not mathematical, Lily finds herself being pulled into a mystery involving an unhappy
Cinderella, a greasy sycophant called Levi, and a slew of vanishing fairy tale characters. Racing against the
clock, with a sound mathematical plan, Lily attempts to save her fairy tale friends while proving that
normality = happiness.
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From Reader Review The Cinderella Theorem for online ebook

Elaine says

Using facts + logic = Lily Sparrow’s life.

Mathematics = Lily Sparrow’s favourite subject + her idea of fun.

This story = highly original!

Ok, so enough of the equations for a while at least . . . but you hopefully are getting the idea that this is a
decidedly different story, with Lily Sparrow as the super logical, mathematics loving main character. She’s a
fifteen year old who has been brought up to believe her father is dead but then learns that he’s actually the
king of a fairy tale kingdom, with the awesome name of E. G. Smythe's Salty Fire Land, one she is destined
to rule and one where "the impossible is sometimes possible." Now that contravenes all her logical processes
- she’s never even been interested in fairy tales before but now gets to meet the characters from them and
begins her training in how to keep these same characters happy - they all have to maintain their living happy
ever after or their fairy tale and all the associated characters will disappear. Applying logic to help her
actually causes more problems than it solves, so get ready for Lily to develop her Cinderella Theorem,
testing it out and dealing with the consequences.

The story is written to appeal to folks who are ten years old and older and is packed with great characters,
many of whom will be familiar if, unlike Lily, you know many fairy tales. There are villains as well as
heroes and heroines and it is great to learn just why some of them became villains in the first place. It is an
adventure as Lily tries to maintain her life in both the ‘normal’ world with school, friends and everything
else involved whilst also participating in activities in the alternative world, learning how to help the citizens
living there and use her experiences to help complete a school project, too. This is a very different story, one
that I thoroughly enjoyed and recommend to anyone who likes something unusual with a sprinkle of magic
and fairy tales to escape into.

Great story + cliffhanger ending = I need the next book asap!

I received a free copy of this book via YA Bound Book Tours in exchange for an honest review.

Stephanie says

First of all I want to thank the author for sending me a copy in exchange for an honest review. So here we
go!

I love fairytales who doesn’t? But this isn’t like any other fairytale. Although I realy did like the ending of
this book. I’m not going to tell you anything about that. You guys are going to have to find out for yourself. I
hate it when someone tells you what is going to happen before you can find out yourself. So that’s why I’m
not saying anything about the ending. But it was awesome ;)

At first I was a little bit skeptical. Math and fairytales how can you combine it. I absolutely hate math. I like
all things that don’t involve math. So I was wondering if I would be able to put myself over the fact that the



main character of the book was always talking in math ‘riddles’. But actually it didn’t bother me at all ? The
way that the characters interacted are completely genius.

So I can’t wait for the next installment of this series to come out. I will have to check as soon as I finish
writing this review.

So for everyone who likes a little bit of magic in their life take some time to read this book, and I’m sure it
will wauw you !

Ren nerdychampagne says

 I received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review

There is a lot more Math in everything than we acknowledge and this book is much more fun and exciting
than Math.

When I first saw the title, the first thing that came to my mind was Math, because well, I went through
Geometry at school and theorems, and postulates, and proving and I had quite a relationship. (I broke up
with them though.) The second thing that came to my mind was Cinderella and oh look, another retelling.
The third thing that came to my mind was a list of Modern Fairy tale retellings. No, we won't go through my
list.

Let's go to the book and my opinions:

Things I loved:

- the mathematical references, even though I never listened to my Math teachers, I miraculously understood
the mathematical puns.
- fairytale setup and the anagrams. I love anagrams.
- each and every character. Aside from the principal.
- the way of writing.
- the story
- this book.
- my new book boyfriend, Calo *insert heart-eyed emoji here*

Things I did not like:

- the principal. She was annoying.
- the annoying principal
- I hate the principal

Note: The principal only appeared on the beginning of the story but her annoying presence stayed with me.

The story was good and I am a person who hates irrational things as well as those that doesn't make sense so
I can easily relate to to Lily when all these fairytale stuff was thrown into her life oh so suddenly, let's start
with the bathtub. Oops, spoiler alert.



The only real criticism I can say is that the story is quite predictable band has a standard base line.
We have a smart girl who started out as somewhat useless but saved the whole kingdom in the end and a
smart boy who is always annoyed at our female lead.

Statistically speaking, in stories where we have these kinds of lead characters, they always end up together.
Therefore, I dare conclude that (right from the moment that Call was introduced) they were going to be
together by the end of the story.

But I will not tell you how the story ended but I can tell you that this a has second book and I am dying to get
my hands on it.

Michelle says

**You can see this full review and more at Book Briefs: http://bookbriefs.net** 

The Cinderella Theorem overall was a really great read. I had a few small issues with the book early, but
they were minor things and I am so glad that I didn't let them get in the way of enjoying the story, because
this was a book that just kept getting better and better. I loved the concept of the story and the main
character, Lily was a delight. Lily loves math, she likes logic and she likes being able to get the same answer
every time she does the same problem. I loved her commentary throughout the story, told through math
equations and footnotes. It was so funny.

Lily Sparrow is just a normal high school student when she comes home on her 15th birthday to find out that
her dad is not dead like she thought, but rather the ruler of a magical land where all fairy tale characters go to
live out their "happily ever after". A cool concept but it was in this initial phase that I had a couple of minor
problems. First up, Lily's mom. Her mom is very nice and it is easy to see that she really cares for her
daughter, but her flippant almost ditzy way that she dealt with telling Lily this crazy magical story was
annoying. She didn't want to explain everything, she just expected her daughter to be fine with dead dad
showing up out of no where, in her bathtub no less. And then she expected her to automatically understand
all the crazy magical ins and outs of the land with no questions asked. Her dad was more understanding
about the whole thing. The other small issue I had, was that I wasn't crazy about the name for the land. But
other than that, I really loved the book.

The plot revolved around the happiness levels of the characters. Since each fairy tale character was supposed
to live out their HEA, if they became truly sad they were in danger of disappearing. And if all characters in a
story disappeared, then the story also disappeared from our world's records. When characters start
disappearing left and right, Lily has to get to the bottom of it. I loved it. Mostly because Lily. She was such a
treat for me. I loved her voice in the story. I hope the next book is done in the same fashion, with her math
equations and footnote commentary throughout. That was my favorite. There was only a tiny hint at a
romance to come, one that I hope is explored more in the next book. I can't wait to discover more Lily
Sparrow!

 This review was originally posted on Book Briefs



Arlene Mullen says

On Lily's 15th birthday she finds out her life has been a lie. She starts the day being told she can not take
more than one math class. For Lily that is upsetting because she really loves math and uses it in all parts of
her life. She comes home to find out her dad isn't really dead but the king of a fairy tale land. Her parents do
not seem to understand why she is so upset and confused. On top of all of the strangeness she is told she is a
princess and will have to go and fulfill her duties. She then meets a dad Cinderella and try's to help her and
save all the disappearing fairy tale characters. Will he life be normal again? Does she truly want to be
normal?
This is a very interesting spin on fairy tales. I did truly enjoy the story. It was fun to think how I would feel
as a teenager in this situation. She uses math to rationalize life. For a 15 year old girl I did not find her
annoying. Most of the time the female character can be whinny and boy crazy. Lily was not like that and I
was glad for a change of pace. A great fun read.
I received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

Kimber Wheaton says

I received this book from the author in exchange for an honest review.

The Cinderella Theorem is a cute YA fantasy about a logic, math-oriented girl who learns her father is the
king of a fairy tale kingdom. Though it's billed as a YA novel, I thought it read more like middle-grade and
would appeal to younger YA readers. Warning: if you have a math aversion, you might want to avoid this
book. Math is life to young Lily, and it can be found on every page.

I can't imagine what it would be like to be fifteen, see the world through a strictly logical mind, only to find
out everything you thought fantasy to be fact. But main character Lily rises to the occasion to use her math
skills to save the day. I liked Lily, it would be hard not to since she was a rather sweet girl-- however the
overall voice grated on my nerves at times.

There was a whole slew of intriguing and fun secondary characters in this novel, not mention lots of funny
scenes. Just the whole Dad emerging from the bathtub is enough to set the mood for craziness. I did not like
the footnotes on the bottom of the pages. While they were very cute, they still drew me from the story which
I found irritating. Take a look at the synopsis with the math symbols-- the book is written like this. It might
appeal to some people, but it was another thing that kept me from becoming immersed in the story.

Overall I thought The Cinderella Theorem was a cute fantasy that would appeal to a young YA audience.
There were lots of laughs, fun characters, and mayhem in a fast-paced plot.

J.M. Cagle says

It is a wonderful read. I like the story very much. I've always enjoyed reading fairy tales so I was really
pleased to read about my favorite characters like Cinderella being part of another story and I like castles,
balls and princes. I've always wanted reading story about girls living normal lives and then later on they'll
find out that they are really princesses. I guess it is because I am still secretly hoping that I am a princess too
from another land and my people are actually looking for me.



Lily Sparrow is a very interesting character and I really admire her love for math. Everything in Lily's life is
all about equation and I find that very interesting. The other characters introduced in the book are equally
likable. I enjoyed the play on the characters of Cinderella and her prince charming Prince Aven. Cinderella
who despite being a princess loves to still clean the palace and Prince Aven has a job as map maker.

It is really an entertaining read. Lily Sparrow's adventure through E.G. Smythe Salty Fire Land is amazing
and I am glad I get to read it.

I can't wait to know what happens next to Lily and Calo.

Tamara says

At first I didn't like it that much. Lily's "math talk" was very strange and unusual at the beginning. With time
I got used to it and actually liked her way of talking and thinking, although I am definitely not a math fan.
The story itself was interesting, I especially liked the idea of the HEA (an agency which monitors people's
happiness) and how Lily tries to bring "normal" to the fairy tale world (which of course doesn't go as
planned). A math fanatic in a fairy tale world, who would have thought it could work so good!? Looking
forward to the next book.

Cathryn says

I thought I wouldn't like it because I don't like math, but this book was AMAZING!!! Can't wait for the next
book!!

Meyan Rose Malabanan says

This Ebook was sent to me for free in excange of an honest review. My opinions are my own and have not
been influenced by anyone or anything.

This was a book I saw on YA Bound Book Tours that was open for review but at that time, I had a totally
different idea of what it was about even after I read the synopsis of the book. So I requested it, and as soon as
I was accepted and got the book, I read it and boy was I surprised.

What I liked

The world building was really unique and interesting. Now at first it might not be too obvious, but as you go
along, you see that this is another spin to fairy tales. The stories and the characters in them are given
personalities, more than what they are made to look like in the tales. Don’t get me wrong though, they retain
their signature characteristics they are known for in the stories, but there is just more to them than what is
told. This new spin to the usual re-telling is refreshing, kind of how Shrek has different fairy tales in one
movie.



The “magic system” is quite unique. I don’t know if I should call it a magic system even. Lily does not have
magical powers, and what she does doesn’t exactly call for magic. However, there is looking deeper into the
story of what "magic" really is in this story, I think that finding happiness, true happiness, is what it actually
means. In essence, Lily has magic because she is able to see and understand what makes people happy, by
looking into the root of their sadness. Yes she is a bit immature, but you see talent.

There were some parts of the storytelling that I was not comfortable about which I will discuss later. What I
want to tell you now is that as I went farther into reading, I felt comfortable with the jargon (except the
equations and math stuff), and the style of how the story was told. For me, the choice of telling it in a point-
of-view style worked perfectly. It suit Lily's personality well, which brings me to my next point.

I like how Lily is so rational, because I for one am. I like thinking about stuff, a lot. And seeing how this
world confuses her, I could totally relate to Lily. I would have freaked out too if my dead father just appears
in front of me standing in my tub. Oh and I just adore her nickname for her dad. "King Tub". Gets me every
time haha!

Although there were certain things that didn't work out for me while I was reading, the last 50 pages or so
were the ones that got me really interested. I was really intrigued and excited honestly. Honestly, I am
looking forward to what is next, and I would definitely read the sequel if only to know what can take off evil
Levi's greasiness.

What I didn't like

Three things.

One. I am as irritated as I can get with Lily's parents. I mean it people, IRRITATED. I cannot believe these
people! You drop a truth bomb right in front of your teenage girls face and you expect her to be calm and
okay about it with just a few words and ice cream with every flavor she wants? I mean, the ice cream sounds
like a good idea but come on! Fairy tale parents are supposed to be loving and caring and overly explanatory!
Give her time people! Actually talk with her about it. That is what adults do. Or is that just me? Seriously, I
am so glad Lily is rational because clearly, her parents have lost their minds.

Two. The math. MATH! Oh the bane of my existence. This part, I can only blame myself for. I hate math. I
just do. And seeing how parts of the book is represented in letters corresponding to values and equations and
whatnot seriously almost threw me off. I think I would have liked it better if it were told in paragraph form,
explaining probabilities and limits and stuff.

Three. I am kind of not too sold on the Calo story. I get it, but I think I need more proof? I mean there is the
circumstantial evidence but I needed something more. Although yes, it served the purpose of solving a
mystery.

I kind of am sad about this rating. I know that if I hadn't despised math I would have given it more. But oh
well, it is still a good one right? It is a casual, easy to read type of book. If you want to read stress out, then I
think this book can help you.

Before I go, one more thing I have to say is that I do think this book will be enjoyed by those in the younger
age bracket of YA. This book is cute and I think they will like it better. And I fully agree with how this book
refers to Cinderella. Yes girl, Cinderella is not a fairy tale. Cinderella is THE fairy tale.



This review has been previously posted in my blog. https://paperspensandperidot.wordpres...

Kendra Ardnek says

Math + Fairy Tales + a very distracted authorly mother = a book I thoroughly enjoyed. Romance was
minimal but there were hints. Villains were sufficiently greasy. Plenty of humor and brilliant plot twists to
keep me laughing and guessing.

I need book 2!

Tara says

Ravan has created an elaborate fairy tale world unlike any I've read about before. The Cinderella Theorem is
not a retelling of A fairy tale, but a retelling of ALL fairy tales.

Many teenage girls would be thrilled to discover that they're actually a princess of an entire kingdom (a
world, actually, but kings and queens and princesses go with kingdoms, so that's the word we'll use). Imagine
having tea with Cinderella, and then receiving a package personally prepared for you by Prince Charming.
Or dancing with the Little Pig who made his house out of bricks. Or having your very own fairy godmother
whose wand shoots plaid sparks.

Lily, however, is rather stuffy and stodgy for a fifteen-year-old girl. She's very grounded in logical reality
and plans to either do pure mathematics research at a major university or become a code breaker for the
National Security Agency when she grows up. Lily uses math to think, to rationalize, to problem-solve real-
life (and fairy tale life) situations. When she discovers her dad isn't really dead but rather the King of a
magical fairy tale kingdom, she uses math to recalculate her family structure as she contemplates the
implications. When Cinderella is Less than Happy, Lily devises a mathematical equation – The Cinderella
Theorem – to determine how to help Cinderella become Happy.

Lily is not a static character. She starts out as extremely logical and somewhat rigid in her thinking,
especially for a teenager. She wants everything to be "normal," and tries to make her environment adapt to fit
her own personal beliefs of the way the world should be. But Lily is a smart girl, and throughout the course
of the book she gains knowledge and insight into life. Her narrow definition of normality (which was heavily
challenged by learning about the very existence of a fairy tale world) is expanded upon, and she learns to be
more flexible in her thinking. The personal growth and development of the main character is an important
aspect of a good YA novel, and it's great when you discover a writer who can portray that without being
excessively didactic and overbearing about it.

This is one of the best-written and best-edited books I've read recently. As a reader I really appreciate the
high quality of the editing – too often lately I've been reading books that were "good stories but could have
used another editorial go-over." There were very few actual errors/typos (minor things like misspelling
Schrödinger as Shrodinger - I don't count the missing umlaut over the o as a misspelling per se, but I do
count the missing c). The characters are well developed (and fun!), the plot is entertaining and very creative,
the writing flows well, the dialogue is natural sounding and true to the character who's speaking, and it's
overall just a good, fun read.



One important note to readers: It's important to remember that this *is* a YA book (Amazon lists it as for
ages 10-18/grades 5-12), so don't go into it expecting a story written for adults. If you do, you may find
yourself disappointed… but if you go into it expecting a fantastical YA story filled with math and magic, I
think you'll fall in love!

*I received a complimentary copy of this book in exchange for my honest review; all opinions are my own.

Melanie says

I love how original this story was! Lily Sparrow is 15 years old and absolutely loves math. Her life is turned
upside down when her mother reveals some things that are not compatible with her orderly, mathematical
life. She's never bothered to learn about fairy tales and now her life is full of them so she needs to learn them
quickly. She tries hard to be rational and logical and return things to "normal." She thinks she has things
figured out but makes a bigger mess of things and needs to fix it.

I liked Lily. She experienced a lot of growth as she went from a girl that didn't believe in the nonsense of
fairy tales to a girl that wanted to fix her mistakes and show that she truly cared about others. There were
parts that you expect to find in a book about fairytales and then there was so much more added to it which
kept my attention. I also love that I laughed out loud. A lot.

There are some great characters that Lily works with and I loved getting to know them all. She feels
frustration at first and like she's letting people down and her parents encourage her to embrace the role she
was born to fill. I liked the villains, too, and learning more about them and how they became villains. I also
like that they aren't too scary and look forward to seeing where they go from here.

I'm someone that tolerates math so was interested to see how the author would incorporate math into her
story. I thoroughly enjoyed this book and am looking forward to reading more! I felt that I learned more
about both fairytales and math while reading it so I feel smarter now than I was before I started. The ending
was great and left me wanting more, so I was glad to get a sneak peek into the next book, Calculating
Christmas (which is hopefully coming soon). If you or someone you know loves math, this book is a no
brainer! If you don't enjoy math, you will still find plenty about it to love, so give it a chance!!

I received a copy of this book to review. My opinion is 100% my own.

Mel's Shelves

Amy says

Hilarious! I loved this book! I knew just by reading the synopsis that I had to read it. I was a little nervous
about reading about a math lover (personally I hate math), but not only did Kristee Ravan help me
understand math (there wasn’t an equation that I didn’t understand) but she also made it so that I actually
enjoyed the math in this book (and that’s saying a lot because, me liking math is not even mathematically
possible). I loved all the characters (except for Levi, but that goes without being said). I totally, related to
Lilly. Could you ask for a more lovable heroine? Plus I liked her distracted, author mother, because I (being



an aspiring author myself) can relate to that, too. I even liked grumpy Calo and her kingly, non-dead father.
You can definitely say that this book is original. I’ve read a lot of Cinderella stories (I’m even considering
writing one) and I have to say that I don’t think I have ever read a Cinderella story quite like this. I didn’t
think in a million billion years anybody would have come up with a story even remotely like this, so great
job, Kristee Ravan!
The Cinderella Theorem= a great book
Thank you to the author for my review copy. The opinions, however, are my own.

Danielle says

Cute Story

This is a cute story for any young girl who loves fairy tales, it's a fresh perspective and one that is humorous.


