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From Reader Review True Colors for online ebook

djeterg19 says

This was my first Clare London book and I genuinely enjoyed it. I liked the interaction between Zeke and
Miles. The mystery wasn't much of a mystery but it also wasn't the main focus of the book. Red and Carter
were also very enjoyable as secondary characters. Overall a good read!

JenMcJ says

I really enjoyed getting to know Miles and Zeke. It was a fun ride watching two seemingly opposite men find
their way to each other. At times I really felt the heartache of all involved and caught myself tearing up. This
isn't really a tear jerker, but somehow it still brought them out in me.

I had difficulty with some of the dialog from Zeke. Maybe I am just not deep enough to get what he was
trying to say, but some of his outbursts didn't make sense to me.

The secondary characters are just as fascinating as Miles and Zeke and could have been a staring couple in
their own right.

Not to give too much away but this would be a five star read if the "baddie" hadn't turned out to be so
stereotypical to m/m romances.

slight spoiler:

It is my pet peeve, not everyone else’s, but it detracts from the story for me when authors portray the only
main character woman as crazy and heartless

Fangtasia says

True to what I expect from this author: good characterization, interesting plot, and scorching hot sex scenes.

I had a couple of niggles: when did Carter become such good friends with Miles? If it happened on page, I
missed it. Also, I knew who the villain was during the first scene she's on. The resolution to the "mystery"
was a bit...how shall I say this? Too easy and passionless. At least that's how it felt to me. Finally, this story
had a bit too much sex. I never thought I'd say this last, but feel it's true in this book. Though I have to say,
there is one particular sex scene describing a type of stimulation that I had never before read about, in the



hundreds of m/m romances I've read. Five stars for originality in that one, it knocked my socks off. You'll
know which one it is the moment you read it.

In summary, well-written and worth the purchase price. Also recommend
The Tourist by Ms. London.

Candice says

It took a little bit to get into the story, seemed kinda slow in the beginning for me, but soon the pace started
to pick up. I liked how Zeke and Miles' relationship developed slowly, so slowly it seemed that neither really
realized it was happening at first and sort of took them book by surprise. They were complete opposites, but
as their relationship changed so did they and ended up complimenting each other so well. While there was a
sort of mystery going on in the background, it really wasn't needed due to the fact of having these strong
MCs and their story was what was intriguing to me. I look forward to reading more about these two and
hopefully Red and Carter in the future.

Daisiemae says

Clare London is a fairly new author for me. Before I read True Colors, I had only read a short story by her.
Even after I bought True Colors, it sat unread in my e-files for a couple of weeks. Since I am notorious for
arranging and rearranging the books I will be reading, I am very disappointed with myself for constantly
putting this book on the back burner. Shame on me!

In one word, True Colors is simply AWESOME!

When Zeke Roswell’s older brother died, Zeke’s world as he knew it came to an end. Although in some
ways he had a love/hate relationship with his brother, Zeke also looked up to him, and was even inspired to
become an artist like his brother was. His brother wanted Zeke to have something of his own, so he had
bought Zeke his own gallery so Zeke could display his own work and the works of other artists.

One of the problems with the gallery is Zeke does not have a head for business. With his artist temperament
and flare for the dramatic, anything that resembles figures or numbers is just Greek to him.

When Zeke’s brother was killed in a horrible fire everything changed. Zeke went into a financial crisis and
had to sell everything to cover the funeral cost and even to survive. Even if it means selling his fledgling
gallery which he loves.

As soon as Miles Winter found out Zeke’s gallery was for sale, he knew he could make it into a successful
venture. As an entrepreneur by trade, Miles his very business savvy and runs his whole life like a tight ship.
His serious nature and often subtle manner gives the impression of him being a cold businessman. He knows
this isn’t true, but he often uses this to his advantage when dealing with others. Especially when he wants to
get his way.

Miles and Zeke meet on the day that Zeke is signing the ownership of the gallery to Miles’ company. Despite
wanting to hate Miles for taking his business, Zeke is conflicted between wanting to choke Miles where he



stands to having a budding respect and fascination for the cool, calm and collected Miles Winter.

Surprisingly, Miles allows Zeke to continue to live above the gallery and offers him a job as a head
coordinator in the next gallery opening. Zeke takes the offer and they begrudgingly start working together.

I really loved how both Miles and Zeke’s character evolved throughout this book. Zeke is bitter and angry;
Miles is more closed off toward others. As they get to know one another, they start respecting the other man.
Soon they start liking one another and an attraction starts to slowly build and before each other are aware it
happens they fall in love with one another.

I enjoyed watching them come to terms with their feelings toward one another. The chemistry they have
between them was amazing. I was addicted to reading about them from the moment they met. Their fire and
ice personalities drew me into their world and I found myself cheering them on as a couple, and as they grow
into better men as their story progressed.

Needless to say, I hated for this book to end. Even though Miles and Zeke won my heart, I was equally
excited to read about the secondary characters, Carter and Red, and their possible budding romance. I read
somewhere that Ms. London is writing a sequel to this book, focusing on Carter and Red’s relationship. I
really hope that is true, because I would love to see them end up together. (Carter really needs to find some
happiness! Poor Guy!)

I loved everything about this book. I loved it so much I just bought it in paperback, too. The dialog, the fast
paced storyline, the love Zeke and Miles find with one another, and of course, the mystery of who set the fire
and so on. Plus, the sexual chemistry between Miles and Zeke was intoxicatingly hot; I had to crank the air
down and practically froze my poor husband to death. WHEW!

I almost forgot to mention that even though Miles has never been with a man, I do not consider this a Gay for
You storyline. Both he and Zeke (who has had many experiences with men and women) are bi-sexual. Miles
has just never really acted on his homosexual attractions to other men. Miles had done some heavy petting,
with other men, but until he met and fell for Zeke he never really acted on them.

I can’t wait to read more by Clare London!

For those who are interested, she has an interesting website. Visit it at:

http://clarelondon.net/

5+ stars…LOVED IT!

L-D says

Almost 5 stars for me. I'm not sure if this is almost 5 stars because I read it as part of a buddy read, but at any
rate, I really enjoyed it.

Zeke Roswell is an artist who has lost everything - his brother, his gallery, his art. Miles Winter is an
extremely successful young entrepreneur who steps in and buys Zeke's gallery. Both Zeke and Miles have



trouble truly relating with other people, so when you mix the two of them together, conversation is stilted at
best and borderline antagonistic. Zeke sees Miles as the man who is taking his gallery away and is very
defensive.

I loved these two characters and the very slow burn of their relationship. I am not a fan of insta-love and I'm
becoming a big fan of the enemies-to-lovers genre. I really enjoyed the mystery of this book even though the
ending was very predictable. I just really loved the intensity between the two characters and the brilliance of
Zeke as an artist as well as the brilliance of Miles as a business man. Although they are complete opposites,
they truly complement each other. Very enjoyable read for me!

Elizabetta says

Take one hot, passionate, mercurial artist…

add one cool, collected, sexy entrepreneur…

and shake vigorously.

What really hooks me in is the simmering attraction between Zeke and Miles. I get drunk on it. Good to
remember; the story starts slowly and you have to be patient as the author carefully sketches out personalities
and setting.

But patience pays off as the guys get a bead on each other and we get a sweet, slow-burn romance. The
reader sits comfortably, we get it, as we wait for Zeke and Miles to catch on too. Some good prurient fun.

Zeke has been stuck for a year, grieving for older brother, Jacky, killed tragically in a home fire. A brother
much like himself— both of them gifted artists, bright stars in that rarified world. But the remnants of a
rocky sibling rivalry keeps Zeke wrapped up in guilt and remorse. Jacky has left behind a lot of hurt and
misunderstanding; his cavalier treatment of those close him leave deep scars…

Because of Jacky’s death, in one year, Zeke loses everything: his ambition, his muse, and his beloved gallery
where he was going to make his mark in the art world.

On the surface, Miles wears his success well. His brilliance is in the business deal and his drive to excel. He
also loves art and plans to resurrect Zeke’s abandoned art gallery putting Zeke, once again, in charge. But
underneath the polished and fastidious entrepreneur hides a desire to cut loose and explore another side to his
sexuality. Zeke gets to him. The business arrangement forged by the two men sets the stage for a magnetic
attraction— lots of heated exchanges, lingering glances and heaving chests.

Zeke and his art are wild, passionate, kinetic— he melts Miles’s cool control, teaches him to look at art in a
different way. Miles color blindness also propels an awareness at the form and movement of the work. A
shift in perception allows for discovery and melding of two very different personalities.

And… what IS it about flirtation and romancing at an art gallery exhibition? The cool cats gathered in their
cool threads, glasses of wine in hand, slowly perusing the paintings on display, slowly perusing each other.
Glances across a crowded room. The promise of some hot sexing. Does it to me every time.



There is a bit of a mystery woven in the romance, a smaller thread that answers some questions about the
guys. There is a lot of sex, and it is luscious and revelatory. It is balanced with wonderful discussion of the
art— Zeke’s work, his brother’s work, the gallery hangings. The author has taken care to fully render each of
these aspects, so much so that by the end you really feel as if you’ve gotten to know the characters, and what
motivates them.

Which brings up the secondary characters: Carter Davison, Zeke’s best friend and Jacky’s long-time, long-
suffering lover, and Red De Vere, Miles’s bestie who nearly steals the show. These two guys deserve a story
of their own. And there are two women, Jo and Remy, who’s inclusion is confusing and off-putting at first,
but explained eventually.

I so enjoyed this sensual feast. Hot and steamy, the writer pours the sex on— these guys who can’t get
enough of each other burn the pages up and I’m so looking forward to the sequels. (for my review of book 5
which can be read directly after this one, go to: Flying Colors, Book 2)

For this review, give-aways, author interviews, and much more:

Cyn Coons says

I’ve truly enjoyed everything that I’ve read by Clare London and this is no exception. She’s got a way of
having her characters angst that allows you to wallow in their misery without pushing it over the top. She’s
also got a gift of making her characters just flawed enough to be real while still keeping it believable. Throw
in sex scenes that are enough to scorch the type off the page and I am one happy, happy girl.

Zeke is an artist, who through some pretty nasty circumstances, is selling his gallery to Miles, an
entrepreneur. Normally, artists and entrepreneurs don’t mix, but there’s something that draws these two
together. Miles wants to see the artist that’s hiding behind Zeke’s troubled past and, though Zeke won’t
admit to it, he’s looking for a way to let that artist out.

It’s a complicated web that ties the boys together. The supporting characters in this one are just as important
as the main characters. Let me just say that I would give up something fairly vital to read a sequel and find
out what happens to the main characters’ best friends. There seemed to be something brewing between the
two of them–something that would be just as explosive as the chemistry between the two main characters if
it was ever written out.

I can’t sing the praises of this one enough. It’s got everything I’m looking for in a m/m romance–characters
that I can believe in, amazing chemistry, gorgeously written smut and a need to find out what’s going to
happen–that will keep me up far past my bed time.

Everything by this author is an instant buy for me. I can’t wait to see what she’s going to come up with next!



Chris says

4.5 stars. This turned out to be a very good and intense m/m romance after a sort of shaky start – I almost put
the book away because there were so many different people introduced in the first few pages and I couldn’t
figure out who was important and who was peripheral. But in the end? Totally redeemed, because Clare
London deftly tied in those seemingly extraneous introductory bits.
-------------
Just as enjoyable when I reread it. :)

Kassa says

I have to say I didn’t intend to read this so fast. I thought I would read the first few pages just to get a feel for
the story and then put it down for later. Well, I ended up completely absorbed in the story and didn’t want to
put it down until I finished. While not without problems, this book is still engaging, interesting, creative, and
absorbing with great complicated characters and a solid, well-written story. There is even a mystery side plot
that is unfortunately completely unnecessary and distracting but is unlikely to really take away from the
book. The elements are telegraphed early and often so shouldn’t be any big surprise to readers but will fit in
with the romantic ending.

This is mostly a character driven story with a small mystery woven into the plot. The majority of the action
revolves around Zeke and Miles as they are first antagonistic and then sexual with each other while
negotiating the minefield of personal expectations, disappointments, emotional baggage and the outside art
world. While there are some conflicting personalities, the main characters have it rather easy and the
majority of drama is self created. The few adversarial people are soon won over by Zeke’s charm and any
pesky journalistic problems are swept aside by the ease of money, privilege, and of course artistic
temperament.

There is the mystery of the stolen/lost sketches with a few other elements related to that but all the clues are
given freely and often throughout the story so the ending is rather telegraphed. While this was slightly
annoying, the bigger annoyance was the prolonged confrontation and confession scene between the culprit
and the characters. This involved an intelligent, meticulous, calculating, and amoral person suddenly
confessing all to them in a groan-inducing moment. If you remember similar scenes from books and movies
when the evil person always confesses everything before attempting to kill the hero? This was that scene
without the threat of death.

Unfortunately not only was this annoying, but it was completely unnecessary. I didn’t feel either the mystery
or the resolution really added anything to the story, characters, or the writing. Just as the resolutions to the
mystery of the missing sketches was ridiculously easy and totally unbelievable. Well I suppose it could be
believable but it takes quite a bit of suspension of disbelief to accept the explanations the author has offered
for the missing two sketches. Neither one felt authentic or keeping with the characters of either man, instead
the answers are easy and tidy, wrapping up all possible problems and questions into neat, tight bows.

However as much as I’ve disagreed with the mystery portions, they are certainly not a reason to avoid the
book as it is a smaller aspect of the story which focuses for the majority on the characters and their
burgeoning relationship. Both Zeke and Miles are absorbing and intricate characters. Zeke is a very moody
artist with lightening fast changes from anger and rage to fear and isolation. His range of emotion which is



always loud and obvious often directs itself at the first available target and the implication is that though by
the end of the story he certainly has matured, this tendency to yell first and think second is likely to continue.
However, Zeke undeniably has talent and is emotionally fragile due to the tumultuous relationship with his
brother Jacky before he died.

Miles provides much needed calm and serenity to the outlandish and emotive Zeke, creating complimentary
personalities that suit each other even if on first glance they would be more likely to kill each other. Miles’
quiet fascination with art and its impact, even while being color blind; lend intensity to the man’s personality
as well as his interactions with Zeke. His awe of Zeke’s talent and growing connection to the man allows for
a lot of forgiveness for the more unlikeable aspects of that personality, even if Miles is slow in stopping
some unjustified rants. Together these two posses important facets that work well in a passionate
relationship, though not always easily.

Secondary characters such as Carter and Red are completely wonderful and no doubt will have their own
story coming in the future. Red is very interesting in that he acts as an interpreter of Miles for the reader.
While Miles is very controlled and precise, Red’s internal musings and commentary interpret Miles’ real
personality versus his projected one down to his needs, wants, and confused feelings for Zeke. Carter is a
supportive friend and while he is not exactly necessary to the story, his self imposed isolation contains an
alluring aspect that had my attention gravitating towards him during his scenes. I do like a wounded, quietly
angst filled man.

The character progression and slow maturation of the relationship was a wonderful element to the story,
especially considering Zeke and Miles never get sexual until well into the story. However, after that there is
no shortage of steamy erotic sex scenes so the author didn’t scrimp on that. The third person writing style
with changeable point of view worked well and never created any confusion. The prose was tight and clean
with hints of humor woven into the dialogue and descriptions. The vitality of art, movement, and emotion
created within the writing was felt repeatedly and created an interesting setting for the story. Like I said, I
wasn’t expecting to get sucked in but I absolutely was. While I didn’t appreciate the mystery portion and felt
the book would have been better ended at page 200, this isn’t enough to stay away from the story. Be sure to
check this out! You may groan at the end (or not) but you won’t mind it too much.

Bubbles Hunty Honest & Direct Opinions says

Omg at 10% and this is so slow.

I really hate how the first two povs are females. I really had no interest in them or their orgasms. If I wanted
to read about lusty females I'd read MF.

Then it switches to some random friend of zekes pov for a really slow and boring scene.

Then to miles and his slutty friend for a boring and confusing conversation. It's written in distant 3rd person
which I don't like or connect to at all. It really annoys me the way it's written with stuff like "the blonde
stood to the left" or "the taller man spoke" and just crap like that.

Then we get slutty Zekes pov and can't say I like him either or that he's so irresponsible and slutty. Don't care
to read about him and trying to seduce his suppliers. He wastes all his money so why not trade sex for stuff.
And is always drunk and passing out



What about this am I supposed to like or find interesting?

And now extensive physical details of women. Jeesh should have just stuck to reading MF

Oh joy even though he's already met zeke he apparently has a girlfriend we get to read about him having sex
with. So far this is all MF. Very boring MF

Oh goody the self reflecting while describing your reflection scene. Boring at 17%

And I can't tell the difference between Zeke's and Carter's pov since they are just merged as one clusterfuck

20% slutty Zeke's tries to seduce his dead brothers lover. I'm so tired of all these mm books being about
sluts. It's so beyond old and just another stereotype. The first 20% of this book is a complete fail IMO. It's
one of the worst supposed "mm" books I've read.

Then 22% it skips three months. The two guys in this "mm" book have been together for two short short
scenes. And wtf is up with the POVs? We suffer through the pov of Every minor character and their
umbrella. It's ridiculous.

23% DNF the art talk is just so boring. The whole story has been boring and not even worth trying to
continue on. It took months to get this far.

Heller says

This was such a treat. Wild child Zeke paired with the button-downed Miles. I have to say I love the art
world setting here, I haven't read a lot of books dealing with that subject and I found it fascinating. More so I
think because Miles is color blind so he had a more visceral connection to all the art he collected and found
interesting to him. I know the next art show I go I'll be looking at what's around me from a different
perspective.

I love these opposites attract kind of stories because really it's all about what they have in common. That's
the fun of this read for me, seeing Zeke and Miles realize that they actually compliment each other and
strengthen each other. The chemistry between them is really off the charts hot but it's really the quiet
moments between them that drew me in: Miles watching Zeke draw night after night, Zeke planning an art
show just for Miles. Lovely little moments like that are wonderful to read about.

I love the progression here, it's slow and rich. I like how the story develops with the lost sketches of Zeke's
older brother Jacky.

(view spoiler)

I wish we could have seen more of Red and Carter. I enjoyed these two men and hope we get to read their
story.

This was a really satisfying read and one I can recommend to any lover of contemporary MM fiction. I know
I'll be heading off to read the novellas London has done for these characters. I just don't want to let them go.



AliciaJ says

I was entranced from the very beginning of this story. Both Zeke and Miles seemed so separated from the
world around them, so insulated. Zeke by his grief and anger, Miles by his seeming boredom with his life. I
really felt their distance, which actually made it difficult at first to connect with the story. But then the two
meet, and the fireworks began. This is a deeply moving story of how these two finally learn how to engage
with the world around them by giving in to the connection between each other. I don't think either of them
ever actually say "I love you", but the things they do say hold so much deeper meaning that "I love you"
would have seemed redundant. I was totally entranced by their story and fell a bit in love with them both by
the end. I'm glad I actually bought this one since I'm sure it's going on my favorites shelf to be re-read again
and again.

Barb ~rede-2-read~ says

I thoroughly enjoyed this story-- even when I wanted to slap Zeke, the temperamental artist. I was pleasantly
surprised by how much I did like it because I only read it as a prequel to Flying Colors, a book from which I
heard Clare London read at GRL Atlanta. After her reading, I knew I had to have that book but being the
logical, sequential person I am, I knew I had to read this one first.

What did I like? I was very impressed with the characterization. These men were three dimensional, not the
least bit shallow, and the author took the time to build their personas for us, as well as provide background
information critical to their present behaviors. The story was complex and interesting and the chemistry
between the two was dynamite. Add to that the fact that my favorite books have slow burn/sexual tension, a
first time or gay for you theme, and a story to go with it. This was a winner.

Miles Winter, a sharp, dedicated business tycoon with no family and only one best friend, Red DeVere (who
is going to get his own book) buys an art gallery from Zeke Roswell, an artist who fell from public view after
his famous artist brother, Jacky, was killed. Zeke's personal and professional life went into a tailspin, and
he's lucky he survived but angry with Miles when he buys the building. Miles surprises him with an offer of
employment as Art Director. He accepts the challenge and finds that he not only can apply his skills in this
job, but he has the capacity to form a relationship with an unlikely match-- Miles himself.

Miles is shocked by his reactions to Zeke and slowly, very slowly, the two begin a romantic relationship. I'm
glad the author took the time to let this relationship happen slowly or it wouldn't have been so believable.

There's some underlying drama with a mystery surrounding ownership of a set of famous sketches that
Zeke's brother created before his death and the climax to that comes near the end of the story after the second
show at the gallery. Surprises await both the attendees at the show and the reader as more than a new art
piece is revealed.

If you're looking for heat along with a good story, never fear, these guys burn up the sheets. I'm going to start
Flying Colors today because I can't wait to see the memorable secondary characters, Red and Carter, have
their own story. I highly recommend this to readers of M/M romance who enjoy a well thought out story
along with their romance.



4.5 stars rounded up for the complexity of the characters

Michelle B says

I read this first from Ms. London, and I think it has some very well-realized main characters and an
emotional depth to the story that was lacking in Sparks Fly (a very different book.) I reread it immediately
(as I do with most m/m romance books) and it was just as good on the second read. In reading this story, you
can see how each man develops a deeper, richer understanding of himself and what he needs and wants in a
partner.

There isn't much suspense about the ending (there rarely is) but I would rate this one of the top twenty
contemporary urban m/m romances I've read over the last six months. And the setting is fresh and
interesting. I believe you'll be glad you read it.


