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From Reader Review Living Organized: Proven Steps for a Clutter-
Free and Beautiful Home for online ebook

Heather says

This book was written to a target audience of women (and men, though it felt specifically aimed at women)
who find themselves living in homes amongst chaos, unable to figure out how best to organize and clean
their space despite their tendencies to let it all go.

Being a highly organized person who still struggles with creating a functional and working home office
space for myself and who fights against basic housekeeping chores, I was hoping this book would give me
some clear-cut answers in a step-by-step guide. Instead this was more of a "You're not the only messy person
out there" feel good about yourself book that provides some vague guidance about what needs to be done to
become someone who lives in and maintains a clean home. I was really hoping it would say, "First, go into a
room and clean this part of it by doing this, then go back and first scrub your baseboards, and then dust your
lampshades, etc, etc". It didn't.

If what you're looking for is an ego-boost so as not to feel alone in the world among others who always seem
to have it together, this book will be good for you. But if you're looking for a step-by-step tutorial on how to
clean your house, visit Fly Lady instead.

Erin says

So it turns out I'm not as messy as I thought. Or at least, not enough to qualify as a "Messie" as defined by
Sandra Felton. Which is to say that this book wasn't really as useful to me as I'd hoped. I let the cover art of
the tidy boxes and towels persuade me that the book would be more about practical here's-how-to-fix-this-
clutter-problem solutions than it turned out to be. A life lesson in not judging a book by its cover, I guess!

Clare says

I’m not a messie (my brain hurts because she doesn’t use the word messy but instead uses the term messie -
which I guess means she can copyright it.) on purpose. But according to her, I have a visual impairment that
allows me to live in clutter. See, it's not my fault, dear husband. I was born this way!

I really wanted actual advice for being clutter-free but this is more about the philosophy of clutter.

It’s very similar to the principles of feng shui, except that she says I honor God by having a clean house
rather than the universe.

She’s famous, I guess but she doesn’t do much for me. Off to find another who inspires me, I guess. Peter
Walsh, here I come.



Iris says

Changed my perspective on my hoarding habit!

Katie says

This book is probably not quite that good but it gets an extra star for being free. I actually found it helpful on
a mental level, to realize that while I can be lazy, laziness isn't the root of all my problems. Some of the
problem is how I think. Being able to admit what was wrong but also see what is right with my brain is
changing how I think about my own behavior, which is probably the first step to changing it. It's a little early
to say but I just did hella laundry and cleaned my boyfriend's kitchen. Who knows what might have
happened if I had read it at home?

Updated to clarify: This is NOT a manual to organize your life. For that, there's Real Simple and all sorts of
good things. This book describes the difficulty the more "right brained" (not quite an accurate term, but I
suppose it will do) or creatively oriented types have staying organized. If you don't think in a notably linear
manner, organization doesn't come naturally. The point of the book is to stop downing yourself and really
focus and figure out where the source of your problem is. Is it that you are easily distracted? Is it that you are
overwhelmed? Is that you just can't decide what to do with things and thus do nothing? If you can pinpoint
the problem, you can figure out your own solutions.

Gwen - Chew & Digest Books - says

Felton believes that there are two kinds of people, Cleanies and Messies. Right off the bat, that term,
Messies, offended me. It is negative even though she tried to define them as busy people that have been
overwhelmed or perfectionists that just give up with the size of the task.

Still, even after being constantly offended by the terminology, I carried on. Part 5, Interior Design for the
Messie, had some of the best tips I have ever read on figuring out your style and decorating. If you have ever
been stumped on just how to start with décor, this was great! The idea of starting from scratch is intimidating
for people and it can be hard to trust your instincts. The book suggests collecting the things, colors, and
fabrics that really speak to you, finding the things that they have in common, then running with that. Living
Organized also reminds you to keep reality in mind when decorating. A white silk couch isn’t a good idea
when you have three toddlers and a black dog, for example.

I was all ready to forgive being called a Messie and make some changes until I read the chapter titled, Dear
Husband, A Letter to the Husband of the Messie. If I hadn’t been reading this on my iPod, it would have
been thrown across the room and most likely burned in effigy. I have never had such a visceral reaction to
ANY book before.

Let me just give you a taste.
“You resent the condition of the house in which you are forced to live and imagine that the homes of other
men returning home from work are havens of rest and order.“

“You felt that surely her pride as a wife and mother- as a woman- would help her overcome this chronic



state……Surely if she cared more about you and the children or understood how important it was to you, she
would try harder.”

My long hidden feminist hackles came out with a vengeance with this chapter. I don’t know about you, but I
see a marriage as a team and the freaking messes don’t create themselves. While I work from home and
accept that it means that I am the chief cook and bottle washer, that doesn’t mean that I am the maid. This
may have been acceptable in the 1950’s, but it isn’t going to happen in my house today.

There, I am off my soap box.

Keli Wright says

so there were a lot of bad reviews for this book but I actually liked it. I thought that it was simple and to the
point. Several times while reading it I felt like it was written "for me" it was motivating and a good quick
read.I would recommend it for anyone..I also looked over her website and that seems to have some good tips
on it too.:)
on a sarcastic note though there was a quote from a lady that said "next to the Bible this book has done the
most to change her life.." now IDK if I will go that far... but yes I like it.

Katie says

OH MY GOSH. I now understand the psychological reasons of why I am so cluttered/unorganized...this
book helps explain the why/hows etc. of organizing and helps you understand your weaknesses in a "kind"
way! I am fully aware that I have a problem with this, but this book helped me realize how I can change it!
LOVE IT. I want to read all of her books! I think they are good no matter what your organizing status is--
from messies to neat freaks. As I was reading this book I felt like it was describing me to a T and it just blew
me away. I even read some parts to my husband (he's as unorganized as I am, you can imagine our house).

Sherry says

I'm only into the first part of the book as I am trying to implement her suggestions as I go. I am messy and
need help; so far the book is helping me make baby steps toward a clutter-free life!

Mandy J. Hoffman says

Do you feel overwhelmed by your house? If your answer is "yes" than this is a great book for you! This is
Sandra Felton's updated and re-titled book:The Messies Superguide. It is a quick read, a simple read, a
practical read. You will walk away with hands-on tips and encouragement from those in the trenches. If
organizing is not your "thing" this book should be at the top of your "to read" pile. If your house is already
running smooth, you may want to choose another book to read.



Ashleigh says

I got this book for free on amazon. I'm not a very organized person and I really enjoyed the beginning of the
book. It started getting a little dry at the end and I didn't enjoy it as much. But I did feel like the beginning
shed some new light on why I'm messy and why it's hard to let go of things that have sentimental value. It
was a good time to read this book since I've been clearing out stuff while making room for this new baby. I
don't even remember what I got rid of so I'm glad I did.

Tina says

When I starting reading the book and the author started talking about "messies," I knew she was describing
me. It feels so good that someone can get into the head of a messie and help you leave those tendencies
behind. What I really like about the book is that it didn't just tell you what to do. The author made you take a
look into yourself, she explained things. It's like behavioral therapy in the form of a book. A lot of chapters
include questions to help you take a good look at yourself so you can see what you need to concentrate on.

Leslie says

I was intrigued by the first book I read from this author, but this one was just OK. Not so many practical
guidelines - more about the philosophy of being cluttered and messy, or "a messie" versus "a cleanie" as she
calls it (annoying!) This author has written tons of organizing books but I am thinking I am not her target
audience. I have one other book of hers checked out from the library so I will give her one more read before
moving on.

Rabbit {Paint me like one of your 19th century gothic heroines!} says

This book was okay.

I feel like I wasn't really the audience for this book. I'm not a middle-aged suburban heterosexual mother.
There is nothing wrong with being a middle-aged suburban heterosexual mother, just saying. I'm not being
snarky, just stating the obvious. lol

This book wasn't relevant to me or my life, and I had to mine for anything I can actually use in my real life.
I'm going to jot down those things and donate this book to my library, where it has a chance to reach it's
demographic audience.

I think other people will love it tho.



Shannon says

Reading a little here and there. Mostly, I'm learning that I'm a lot more right-brained than I thought I was.
We'll see how this book is when I get to the parts about doing something about it.

Update: Nope. Doing something about it boils down to instructions to "clean all the things." Thanks. That
was helpful.


