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In this volume, the third and last of his Systematic Theology, Paul Tillich sets forth his ideas of the meaning
of human life, the doctrine of the Spirit and the church, the trinitarian symbols, the relation of history to the
Kingdom of God, and the eschatological symbols. He handles this subject matter with powerful conceptual
ability and intellectual grace.

The problem of life is ambiguity. Every process of life has its contrast within itself, thus driving man to the
quest for unambiguous life or life under the impact of the Spritual Presence. The Spritual Presence conquers
the negativities of religion, culture, and morality, and the symbols anticipating Eternal Life present the
answer to the problem of life.
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John says

I finally finished Tillich's system! This was the longest of his three volumes by far but very interesting. The
fourth part of the system was almost as difficult for me to get a grasp of as the second part, while the fifth
part was very enlightening as to Tillich's understanding of the historical meaning of Christian symbols. The
great thing about reading the Systematic Theology was how it helped me understand some of the concepts he
covered in his shorter works.


