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"A stunning debut. Peter Ash is one of the most complex characters I've come across in a long time.
The pace is like a sniper round, extraordinarily fast and precisely calibrated. The prose is fluid,
original and frequently brilliant, the story heart-wrenching and uplifting at the same time. There is
grit in this tale that will stay with you. I eagerly await Nicholas Petrie's next creation.”—David
Baldacci, New York Times bestselling author ofMemory Man

An explosive thriller debut introducing Peter Ash, a veteran who finds that the demons of war aren’t
easily left behind . . .

Peter Ash came home from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan with only one souvenir: what he calls his “white
static,” the buzzing claustrophobia due to post-traumatic stress that has driven him to spend a year roaming
in nature, sleeping under the stars. But when a friend from the Marines commits suicide, Ash returns to
civilization to help the man’s widow with some home repairs. Under her dilapidated porch, he finds more
than he bargained for: the largest, ugliest, meanest dog he’s ever encountered . . . and a Samsonite suitcase
stuffed with cash and explosives. As Ash begins to investigate this unexpected discovery, he finds himself at
the center of a plot that is far larger than he could have imagined . . . and it may lead straight back to the
world he thought he’d left for good. Suspenseful and thrilling, and featuring a compelling new hero, The
Drifter is an exciting debut from a fresh voice in crime fiction.

Also look for BURNING BRIGHT, coming January 2017 from Nicholas Petrie.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From Reader Review The Drifter for online ebook

Zoeytron says

The stress effects of war are brought home when Peter Ash returns from two lengthy stints in the Middle
East. His PTSD symptoms manifest themselves as panic attacks, welling up inside him as a white static, and
resulting in acute claustrophobia. Home can be nothing but the wide open spaces and the open cab of his
pickup truck. The skills he developed as a Marine are tremendous and his capabilities are finely honed. He
simply cannot tolerate being inside except for short periods of time. This wreaks havoc on almost every
aspect of his life.

The opening chapter is gripping as Peter attempts to retrieve a huge snarling beast from underneath a rotting
porch. You can almost smell the fear and rage of the animal. Later in the story, a visit to the car wash is not
to be missed.

Don’t look back, Jack Reacher – you are going to find your rear view mirror is full of Peter Ash and he is
gaining on you. I loved this character, and Mingus stole my soul away.

I do believe this new author has a winner on his hands. Net Galley furnished this ARC to me for the price of
a review. Thank you!

Laura Rash says

This book hit all the right marks. There's some mystery, action, family issues. But then some deeper things
like veterans & the traumatic events that can lead up to their devastation. Peter is such a great character
although he may be out shined by Mingus, the dog. Can't wait to read the next in this series!

Andrew Smith says

I just love character led stories where the reader is introduced to the lead protagonist(s) in a way that’s
entertaining, informative and engaging in the sense that you become invested in their fate. And I think this is
a brilliant example. In the very first scene we meet Peter Ash, a war veteran, who is trying to extract a huge,
vicious dog from below a rickety porch whilst at the same time trying to avoid being maimed by or doing
damage to the dog. It’s really well done and at the end of it I really had a sense for the man: he’s helpful (it
wasn’t his porch or his dog), considerate (he pulled the dog out instead of shooting it), brave and strong
(well, you’ll have to read the book to see exactly how he did it).

From this point, the author fleshed out the lead character superbly – the war veteran who suffers from acute
claustrophobia, to the point ‘white static’ invades his very being every time he enters a building of any shape
or form. To combat this, he sleeps outdoors or in the cab of his renovated truck and avoids the interior of
buildings as much as is humanly possible. Thereafter Petrie brings each character we meet to life with the
same skill and dexterity. It’s a book that paint pictures of people who feel real, who have a history and who
act in a way that just feels right. For a first novel I really think this is a significant achievement.



The story itself is compelling too, with Peter looking to help out a family following the suicide of an ex-
colleague and friend. There is a discovery during the dog extraction that feeds the rest of the plot and leads
him into contact and possible conflict with an array of potentially lethal characters. But it always is the
characters at the forefront, with the narrative trotting along just behind. And that’s the way I like it.

The climax of the book is exciting and I like the way the it constantly switches view so we see events
unfolding through the eyes of multiple characters. It adds to the sense of pace and drama. However, if I were
to be critical I’d say that this part does feels a bit rushed, with the ending almost coming too early and the
tale being wrapped up too quickly.

A great debut, though, from an obviously talented writer. One to watch out for!

Thank you to Putnam Books and NetGalley for providing an advance copy of this book in exchange for an
honest review.

Book Haunt says

The Drifter is 31 year-old Peter Ash, a former Marine Lieutenant who spent 8 years deployed. Peter fought
in two wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Having been schooled in economics, Peter should have returned home
to a bright future, but instead he has returned with PTSD, in the form of a “white static” in his head, which
triggers a panic attack from acute claustrophobia. Peter can no longer spend time indoors, in crowds, or in
brightly lit areas, so he has spent the last 12 months on the trails of Northern Washington hiking and sleeping
under the stars.

When Peter gets a call from one of his war buddies that his former sergeant and close friend Jimmy Johnson
has committed suicide, he feels compelled to return to society to help out the man’s family. Jimmy has left
behind a wife, Dinah and his two boys Charlie and Miles.

As Peter sleeps in his truck at night, he begins to help Dinah with repairs to her home during the day. He
starts work on Dinah’s porch and makes two unwanted discoveries. The first is a dog; the meanest, ugliest
dog he’s ever laid eyes on. The second discovery is a suitcase filled with explosives and $400000.00 in cash,
leading Peter on a quest to find out what Jimmy was up to in his final days.

The Drifter focuses on the many things that happen to war veterans when they try to resume their normal
lives, treating their plight with sensitivity and at the same time, educating us on the realities that they have to
face. Peter’s character was well fleshed-out. I loved his interaction with the dog a lot, along with his sense of
humor. He rescues this dog that will most likely try to tear his head off, and tries his hardest not to hurt it.
Then, when he gets it out from under the porch, he immediately thinks of naming the mangy male dog Daisy
or Cupcake! The storyline was wrapped up tidily, while at the same time leaving room for character growth
in the next book of the series.

I want to thank the publisher (G.P. Putnam’s Sons) for providing me with the ARC through the Goodreads
Giveaways program for an honest review.



Carole (Carole's Random Life in Books) says

This review can also be found at Carole's Random Life.

I enjoyed this one a lot. I love a good mystery with a lot of action and The Drifter definitely qualifies on both
counts. This book has that something extra that I am always looking for in a book. The characters in this
book really make it come alive. I found that the time I spent reading this book went very quickly because I
was so engrossed in the story. This was exactly the kind of book that I love to read.

Peter is veteran and is finding adjustment to civilian life to be a challenge. He is suffering from Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder which seems to manifest as extreme claustrophobia anytime he finds himself
indoors. When he finds out about the death of his Marine friend, he comes to help out his wife in any way he
can. He starts out by doing a few home repairs but he soon finds something under the porch that changes
everything.

I thought that the best thing about this book was the characters without a doubt. Peter's character was written
in a way that showed both his strengths and his weaknesses. I had a lot of respect for Peter during the course
of this story. After everything he has been through, he is still fights for what is right. Dinah has also been
through a lot in dealing with her husband's death after his return from serving overseas. She is kind,
responsible, and tough when she needed to be. Lewis really grew on me as the story progressed and I
absolutely loved him by the end of the book. Mingus was an awesome character. This dog brought a lot more
to the story than I could have ever guessed.

I really enjoyed the way that this book was written. It started out with a lot of excitement and even a bit of
humor and it never dragged. The story unfolded bit by bit with the mystery slowly unraveling. I couldn't
make any kind of guess as to where everything was going until it happened. There was a lot of action and the
book kept a rather high level of excitement with excellent pacing. I liked the fact that we saw quick glimpses
from the point of view of the bad guys in the story but not enough to give any of the plot away.

I would highly recommend this book to fans of mystery thrillers. I am actually quite surprised to learn that
this book is Nicholas Petrie's debut novel. I am looking forward to reading future works from this very
talented author.

I received an advance reader edition of this book from Penguin Group - Putnam G.P. Putnam's Sons via
NetGalley for the purpose of providing an honest review.

Paula Kalin says

The Drifter is a terrific fast-paced crime thriller debut by Nicholas Petrie. The main character, Peter Ash, is a
returning Marine Lieutenant from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Peter is a veteran with claustrophobic
issues. He is unable to stay inside houses or buildings without a sense of panic. Instead he sleeps under the
stars.

When learning that a marine under his former command has supposedly killed himself, he travels to his
friends home to help out his widow and kids. First on his list is to rebuild her porch where he finds a filthy
huge dog and a suitcase full of money and explosives. From there all hell breaks loose.



The Drifter’s storyline which centers around veterans and their difficulties fitting back into society is a good
one. There are some very good military characters that interact with Peter Ash throughout the book with
excellent dialogue. Most hilarious is when Charles Mingus, the super huge dog, jumps into the story. I
laughed throughout the book at all his antics.

Written similar to the Jack Reacher novels, I highly recommend this very entertaining debut.
4 out of 5 stars

Thanks to Netgalley and Penguin Group Putnam for the copy of this book.

Jacqueline says

I enjoyed this one on the whole. A solid mystery with an interesting protagonist. I did feel like the 21ending
had a couple of minor false notes. Some people didn't really get what was coming to them. Plus I'm not
always a fan of all the bad guys getting killed instead of having to pay for their crimes in prison.

Still I am planning to go on with the series.

Larry H says

Full disclosure: I received an advance copy of this book from NetGalley in exchange for an unbiased review.
Many thanks to NetGalley and PENGUIN GROUP Putnam for making it available!

I've said in previous reviews that when I read great thrillers, I often think of my late father, with whom I
would trade recommendations of books in this genre. Boy, would he have loved this one. Balancing tightly
wound suspense, crackling action, and excellent character development, Nicholas Petrie's  The Drifter  is the
type of book for which series and action films are made.

Peter Ash is a veteran of both Iraq and Afghanistan, who returned home after multiple tours of duty plagued
by "white static"—serious claustrophobia brought on from the traumatic stress of combat. It's so bad he can
barely stand to be indoors for more than a few minutes, which is why he spent the last year traveling the
country, sleeping outside.

When he learns that Jimmy, one of his friends from his days in the Marines, committed suicide, he is
overcome with guilt that he never tried to see him or make sure he was doing okay. To repay his perceived
debt, Peter returns to the "regular" world to help Jimmy's widow and their children by doing some repairs to
their house. As he starts fixing the dilapidated porch, Peter discovers that living under the house is the
ugliest, meanest dog he has ever seen, and no one is quite sure where it came from.

Underneath the house Peter also finds an old suitcase full of money and explosives. It's not long before he
realizes that there have been people watching Jimmy's house, trying to find where he hid the money—which
puts Peter and Jimmy's family in harm's way. And as Peter tries to understand just what Jimmy might have
gotten himself into, he discovers people willing to help veterans like himself, and he finds both unlikely
allies and very dangerous, unlikely enemies. Who can he trust, and of whom should he be wary?



From the very start Petrie reels you into the book, and doesn't let you off the hook until the very end. Peter is
a complex, fascinating character, and Petrie really did his research on the challenges veterans have faced
after returning home. Even though I had suspicions about where the plot might go, I couldn't stop reading
this, and definitely felt my pulse quickening as I raced toward the ending.

 The Drifter  is a tremendously self-assured debut, and I'll definitely be watching for what comes next from
Nicholas Petrie. I hope that this was just the first book in a series featuring Peter Ash—he's a character who
deserves to become as familiar as Jack Reacher and others.

See all of my reviews at http://itseithersadnessoreuphoria.blo....

Scott says

This is the first book in a new series that looks and feels a lot like the "Reacher" series by Lee Child. It
certainly doesn't hurt that the blurb on the cover of the book proclaiming it's greatness is from Lee Child
himself. I better state up front that I am pretty big "Reacher" fan and that is what initially drew me to read
this book when I saw it last week at a bookstore in the Charleston airport.

The main character, Peter Ash, is recently released from the military and suffers from severe post-trauma
syndrome whenever inside a building, small rooms, and tight physical spaces. This weakness makes Peter
very empathetic and more compelling in some ways than Reacher. He doesn't feel as invincible as the plot
gets going quickly. The first chapter wastes no time in pulling you while introducing what may be the
world's ugliest dog and a suitcase with $400,000 in one hundred dollar bills hidden under an old falling apart
porch.

The author does a superb job with revealing the mystery and characters in strong fashion, like peeling an
onion one layer at a time. Although there are a few overly dramatic written sentences, the prose pulls you in
and makes you more than comfortable. You care about solving the mystery; you care about the characters;
you care about the relationships; and you certainly care about the outcomes. One thing for the author to work
on next time was the ending. Although the ending built-up well to an explosive finished, it felt like it
deserved a little bit more wrap-up and epilogue.

Still, I really enjoyed this book and have already reserved the second book in this series, ""Burning Bright"
which was published last week in hardcover. I must admit that I cannot wait to read that next one and see
what challenges the next adventure brings Peter Ash. I hope you take a chance on reading this new series too.
It will be worth it!

Amanda says

"because for a soldier who'd spent eight years at war, not owning a weapon was like a writer emptying his
house of pens"

Marine Peter Ash is resigned to living in the mountains out of a backpack far away from "the so-called



civilized world." After multiple tours of duty, Peter has returned to the U.S. but suffers from a debilitating
claustrophobia characterized by a white static. However, he decides to travel to Milwaukee after hearing of
the suicide of fellow Marine Jimmy Johnson. Feeling that he somehow failed his friend, Peter goes to
Jimmy's family to help with home repairs. When he finds a mysterious suitcase under the porch he is
repairing, the discovery leads him to investigate what happened to his friend and what secret his friend was
hiding.

This novel is fast-paced and suspenseful. The characters are interesting, and it's not so easy to differentiate
between the good guys and the bad. The novel could be adequately described as gritty in terms of setting,
plot, and language. The author incorporates relevant topics including PTSD, economic struggles, corruption,
and domestic terrorism.

Thanks to the author for creating the memorable character of Charles Mingus.

Paromjit says

A gripping and well plotted thriller by an accomplished author. Peter Ash is back from the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars suffering from PTSD. He has panic attacks known as white static and he experiences
extreme claustrophobia. He lives outdoors surviving with the skills acquired in the marines.

Following the suicide of a colleague and friend, a guilt ridden Peter goes to Minnesota to help the widow by
fixing up the house. Encountering a dog from hell and finding a mysterious suitcase filled with money and
explosives. Peter goes on a dangerous and bloody trail with ruthless foes.

A well written, entertaining book with a exciting suspense driven narrative. A thriller that is thoroughly
recommended. An author to watch out for, he can only get better. Many thanks to Penguin Group Puttnam
for a copy of the book via netgalley.

Linda Strong says

At first read, this debut novel reminded me a little of Jack Reacher. An ex-military man, roaming the
countryside, calling no one place home.

Peter Ash suffers from a form of PTSD, something called 'white static'. It's a panic reaction whenever he's in
an enclosed space that simply overwhelms him.

Hearing that his once-sergeant, Jimmy, has killed himself, he travels to Minnesota. Trying to help out his
friend's wife, he discovers things that have been hidden .. things like explosives and a whole lot of money.

There is a lot of action, explosive at times. Ash is really a good guy, but he's confronting a lot of really,
really bad guys and not everyone is going to make it out alive.



It was an okay read for me ... there's nothing I would criticize... it just wasn't something that engaged me
completely. I liked the aspect of PTSD ... it humanized Peter Ash, made him a more interesting character.

The book is well-written and I think the author would do well making Peter Ash and his adventures into a
series.

My thanks to the author / Penguin Random House / First To Read for furnishing a digital advanced copy.

Carol says

THE DRIFTER is an action-packed debut novel complete with dangerous former military tough guys, a
surprising discovery under an old rotted porch leading to big trouble, and a mean, smelly 150 pound dog
named Charles Mingus you are going to love.

While the overall theme of this story is devoted to our combat vets, how they are changed by war and the
difficulty of adjusting back into society and everyday life, bits of wisecrack humor by our main protagonist,
Lieutenant Peter Ash and hints of a series on the way (I hope) made for an engrossing first work of crime
fiction for Nicholas Petrie.

Saleh MoonWalker says

Onvan : The Drifter (Peter Ash, #1) - Nevisande : Nicholas Petrie - ISBN : 399174567 - ISBN13 :
9780399174568 - Dar 384 Safhe - Saal e Chap : 2016

Connie says

Ex-Marine Peter Ash had to search buildings full of danger during his tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. Now,
the war veteran cannot stay indoors without feeling a "white static", a feeling of panic and claustrophobia.
When he hears that his war buddy, Jimmy, has committed suicide, he leaves the great outdoors to come help
his widow, Dinah. While doing repairs on Dinah's house, he finds Mingus, a large, mean, snarling, smelly
dog, under her porch as well as a suitcase of money. He sees that an armed man is watching Dinah's house,
and tries to unearth the story behind the money and Jimmy's death. The suitcase full of cash is only the tip of
the iceberg in a sinister plot.

This is a riveting, fast-paced thriller with a complex main character. Peter Ash has the skills of an
accomplished Marine, someone you would want on your side in a fight. He also has a big heart and a sense
of honor. His sidekick Mingus is unforgettable! Nicholas Petrie has created some engaging characters, and
writes snappy dialogue well. His incorporation of several characters with PTSD added a lot to the book. I
liked this book so much that I'll be sure to look for his next Peter Ash thriller, Burning Bright, which will be
published in January 2017.

Thanks to First Reads, Penguin Random House, and Putnam for a copy of the book for the purpose of



providing an honest review.


