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" Rhoades belongs on the same reading list with Stephen Hunter, Lee Child, and Randy Wayne
White." —Booklist

From the acclaimed, award-nominated author of the Jack Keller thriller series comes an explosive new novel
about an undercover federal agent, a chameleon whose specialty is assaulting criminal organizations from
within.

He was the most talented undercover agent in FBI history, until he dropped completely off the grid, and
hasn't been heard from in years. Did he go native, or was he discovered and killed? When Tony Wolf is
finally driven out into the open, torn from deep cover during the rescue of two kidnapped children, he
becomes the number one target of both the vicious biker gang he double-crossed and a massive Federal
manhunt.

But Tony’stired of being the hunted, and as both the gang and a traitorous FBI agent converge on a small
southern town, they’ re al about to learn a hard lesson: When the Wolf breaks cover, he doesn’'t always run
away.

Sometimes he comes straight at your throat.

J.D. Rhoades has written his most compelling thriller to date--a pul se-pounding novel that leaps off the page
and will leave readers begging for more.
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Jim says

Another high energy action packed thriller from author J.D. Rhoades, "Breaking Cover" is anon stop roller
coaster of suspense. The first Tony Wolf/ Tim Buckthorn novel in seriesisawild ride from the first page
until it's conclusion. Former FBI agent Tony Wolf has been underground for over four years hiding away
from his superiorsin the FBI. Living as a small town nobody hamed "Sanders', Wolf loses his anonymity
quickly by saving two little boys who'd been kidnapped five days earlier. By accident "Sanders’ inserted
himself into rescue and killing of the actual kidnapper. Not wanting to stick around for credit or the publicity
that alocal newsteam, chasing after him wants to give. He grabs the reporter Gaby Torrijos "hostage”, and is
off. Meanwhile we learn about Nathan and Johnny Trent's motorcycle gang known as the Brotherhood.
Johnny newly released from prison is out to find the guy who put him in wheelchair over four years ago. The
Trent's are looking to branch out their criminal organization from rural Kentucky into North Carolina where
novel is set. Newswoman Gaby soon finds out from "Sanders" who isreally Tony Wolf, an expert
undercover FBI operative, his story of why he's running from FBI. Wolf four years earlier posed as Axel
McCabe and was in Trent's Brotherhood gang. It was McCabe- AKA Wolf who put Johnny in Wheelchair.
From publicity of children being saved from kidnapper Johnny discovers where M cCabe disappeared
to."Sanders" is McCabe and Johnny is out for bloody revenge. After a somewhat slow and kind of confusing
start, this book is high octane action. Throughout story lineis sizzles in non stop suspense and action packed
storytelling. It was a little difficult to get read on characters from the beginning. However, as book
progressed the characters were defined much better. The dialog was excellent in helping the characters grow
into more defined roles. The first 50 pages were confusing for me. This however never takes away from the
book as awhole. Having read several J.D. Rhoades books already, | knew it was a matter of time before
book got rolling really well, and it sure did. Regardlessit's still a5 star out of a possible 5 star book for me.
Rhoadesis afantastic thriller/ suspense writer to be sure. | really get akick out of how he builds his bad guy
characters. They really are some of the best parts of his books. Reading this book | could picture Mark
Whalberg starring in a big Hollywood blockbuster version of this book. The Wolf character kept reminding
me of Whalberg in several of his action movies. Thisisagood thing aswell. If you haven't checked out any
of author J.D. Rhoades action thrillers, do yourself afavor and grab onto now. His characters are something
else to be sure. Just enjoyable reading from cover to cover. Check them out you'll see!

Lesia Schnur says

Fast-paced thriller! Absolute page-turner. | highly recommend for those who are captivated with the FBI.

Toni says

| only discovered J.D. Rhoades books this summer, and devoured all three of the booksin his Jack Keller
series within about aweek'stime. | think this is because of Rhoades' timing: he puts a situation into place,
some act of chaotic violence, and writes outward from there as the people either caught up in or assigned to
investigate that situation uncover the truth. His stories tend to expand outward like afurious fireball of
mayhem, where you keep turning pages to find out what will happen next.



| enjoyed reading the Keller books, but | think this standalone book was stronger. It felt like Rhoades found
his voice and hit a good pace for his style in Breaking Cover; there was more heft to this story and the
characters than in the previous three books. 1'd love to see Rhoades make thisinto a series- I'd read it.

| also liked the shifting point of view in the center of the book; that held my interest and gave detailsin a
way that created more empathy for the lead character than it otherwise might have.

Two criticisms. The resolution between the main character and his wife was practically nonexistent. | think
the point was that the news of Kendra Wolf's pregnancy meant Tony Wolf figured he'd best step out of the
picture, even thought Kendra knew she didn't really love the baby's father. But there was no conversation
about or explanation for why they couldn't be together beyond a flippant remark to the femal e reporter at the
very end. Wow, this sounds like a soap opera, and | promise the book didn't read like one, but this was the
central struggle of the book--the slim-to-none hope of getting back home to the life he left behind and there
wasn't really much said about it. | found that disappointing. If Rhoades does a sequel, perhaps a flashback
scene will appear . . . Perhaps the author was trying to avoid being overly soapy and left things as
uncomplicated as possible.

The second crit isthe level of violence. Aswith sex, | think that so often in storytelling, lessis more, and |
felt that the depiction of the Viking "eagle" torture technique was memorable, for sure, but the portrayal
seemed . . . egregious to me. My reading tastes skew very masculine and | love crime/mystery novels, but
maybe I'm not as up on newer genre fiction as | could be. It left me wondering if this ramped up uber-
violence is the norm for readers of thrillers now. If itis, I'm not enamored with it. That won't stop me from
reading Rhoades' books, but | did feel it was worth noting.

Sandy Vaile says

Wow, this story intrigued me from the get-go and Tony Wolf was immediately likeable and frightening. |
wasn't sure what to believe half the time and wished it wasn't true the other half. The whole story was gritty
and gripping and made my heart race and break. I'll be looking for more from this author!

Connie says

Thisisaquick read. The story is pretty good, although predictable and been done a million times. It's okay.
A good way to use down time when you don’t have much.

Jan says

Intriguing storyline and good characterizations plus alot of action makes thisaquick, satisfying read. A bit
too much on-page violence for me, and several places where there were no dialogue tags for afew
paragraphs, so | had no idea who was speaking until | went back over it.




Sherri Vigil says

My first book with the main character, Tony Wolf. | couldn't put this one down. The story was really
interesting to follow and action packed! A few scenesinvolving "the bad guys methods' made me squimish.
Wolf isavery interesting character with amilitary background (similar to the Jack Reacher character so
popular in Lee Child's books...and by no means am | complaining!) & is FBI undercover. | look forward to
reading more of this series.

Evelyn says

Deep cover FBI agent Tony Wolf infiltrated a motorcycle gang, crippled one of its leaders and stole all the
gang's assets when he learned that they were dealing in kiddie porn. He's been hiding under an assumed
name for several years and the FBI thinks he's dead. When Tony sees a white van with two young boys
inside who've been missing for days, he rescues them from their kidnapper breaking his cover and alerting
both the FBI and motorcycle gang that he's still alive. Now he has nowhere to hide.

This book is pure adrenaline--full of fast-paced, riviting action. Y ou won't be able to put it down. A must
read for thriller fans. Definitely over-the-top!

Tracey says

| would actually givethis 3.5 starsiif possible. | usually consider booksin this genre to be formulaic, but |
picked it up on awhim. It was quick-paced & | never lost interest. | actually liked the main character and the
relationships of the characters. Not bad...

Barbara Meyers says

Thisis awell-written engaging story and | enjoyed it, BUT there's areason why female readers like me
sometimes are less enthusiastic about male-written, male-driven fiction. Namely, there are some graphically
violent scenes in this book that made me sgqueamish. And, when all is said and done, | was hoping for more
of a happy ending. But consider the source. | write romance novels.

Kate Kulig says

| had aton of fun reading this book. The characters are well-drawn, and where Rhoades could have dipped
into stereotypes, he finds depth. Tony Wolf goes from hero, to anti-hero and back again, with some very
well-executed violence.

The supporting cast, which ranges from a small host of FBI agents, including Wolf's wife, to the local



politico, er sheriff and the deputy he couldn't do without. Dogged and dedicated islocal journalist who is
ambitious and aggressive, but you can't dislike her.

Hard to go on without spoilers. | will say the end made me smile, especially because it wasn't the simple
loose-end wrap-up it could have been. Get yourself a copy.

Ed says

Interesting characters, quick pace and a sense of humor amid the mayhem!

Rick F. says

"He was the most talented undercover agent in FBI history, until he dropped completely off the grid, and
hasn't been heard from in years. Did he go native, or was he discovered and killed? When Tony Wolf is
finaly driven out into the open, torn from deep cover during the rescue of two kidnapped children, he
becomes the number one target of both the vicious biker gang he double-crossed and a massive Federal
manhunt.”

There are times when anovel is so finely done, so expertly rendered, that the reader feels asif they have
been truly transported to a certain place that they have never been before. In BREAKING COVER by JD.
Rhoades, | feel asif | have just returned from an emotional and thrilling journey to America's small town
South. In this case Kentucky and atiny town called Pine Lake in North Carolina. As Rhoades has written
several books set in the South,it comes as no surprise that this novel packs avery powerful and trueto life
wallop.

Thisisthriller writing at its best and so much more...atrue character study what happens to an undercover
agent who getslost in the roles he must play and the ramifications that occur when he isforced into
"Breaking Cover".

Tony Wolf hasinfiltrated a very powerful and very (with a capital V) violent motorcycle gang called The
Brotherhood. After shooting the nephew and heir apparent to the leader of the gang, Wolf retreats to small
town, Pine Lake, NC under an assumed name- as he has good reasons to fear The Brotherhood AND his
employer the FBI asthereis apparently a mole employed there. All goeswell until heisforced out of hiding
by an act of bravery. Needless to say, thisis avery fast paced, very involving novel that indeed grabs the
reader from page one and never lets go.

Special note must be given to Rhoades' expert character development. The villians of the piece, The Trent
clan, led by Uncle Nathan and his crazed son Clay are penned as violent, cruel men- yet never over the top.
Johnny Trent, Nathan's nephew and the brains behind the vast criminal activities of The Brotherhood is
presented as a complex, in in some ways even a sympathetic character. It is Wolf who has put Trent into a
wheelchair for the rest of hislife, and Rhoadesis able to portray atortured man, who isjuggling hisrole as a
leader and his thirst for revenge. Just when one starts to feel for Johnny, his true vile nature comes through
and one sees him for the heartless sadist he is, yet the complexity of what could have been a pure stereotyped
character is atestement to the very talented Rhoades.



The plotting of the book is another strong asset. The first part deals with Wolf in the present. The reader
learns about him from a second person perspective. The second part is what cements this as a must read.
Rhoades switches to first person, as Tony explains to areporter how he came to be in the position he finds
himself, and the reader gains a true understanding of what drives this man. The third part returns to second
person, and is enhanced by the new found understanding of Tony. Thisisavery good book, and one that will
more than satisfy anyone who loves thrillers, mysteries or just great stories.

AN OFFICIAL JAMES MASON COMMUNITY MUST READ
RICK FRIEDMAN

FOUNDER
THE JAMES MASON COMMUNITY BOOK CLUB

K.M. says

Exactly what an action thriller should bel! Well-rounded characters, clean writing, intriguing plot line, afair
amount of violence, afew suspenseful twists and non-stop action. Thiswas my first J.D. Rhoades book, but
I'm ready to get my hands on more of hisworks.

| wanted to give 5 stars but there is of course, room for improvement.The plot could've been fleshed out a bit
more and a few more twists could've been added. | knew rather early on who the mole was though it didn't
deter me from finishing the book. Additionally, more character development in regards to the antagonist
could've been added. I'd have liked to know what made Johnny tick, it would've put his obsession for
revenge in context. Yes, Johnny's paralyzed but he was also semi-rational and concerned about 1) his money
2) the Brotherhood, before the incident. But now he is enervated and becomes even more crazed once he
finds out Wolf isalive. Mativated by just the desire to take Wolf's legs? | don't quite buy it. And maybe
Rhoades could've included a bit more background about "The Brotherhood" in general. Regardless, the book
isapage-turner and I'd recommend it to all.

Patricia says

Fast moving, very exciting book.
Highly recommended. When | added this book it came out (Jack Keller series but it isn't a Jack Keller book.

Breaking Cover-5 Paws

J. D. Rhoades

St. Martin’s Minotaur, 2008, 339 pps.
ISBN No. 978-0=312-37155-5

A chance sighting of one of the little boys on a poster “Have Y ou Seen Us?’ begins a series of events that
are loaded with danger and excitement. A man living in the rural community, Pine Lake, spots one of the
boys peeking out awindow in avan. Unable to turn his back on situation the man called Sanders rescues the
two boys but kills the kidnapper.



So begins the story of undercover FBI agent Tony Wolf who had been living under the name of Sanders.
And what astory it is. Wolf has gone undercover in amotorcycle gang called “ The Brotherhood” . Wolf
discoversthat Nathan Trent, head of the gang, has an informant inside the FBI. Not knowing who to trust
Wolf escapes but not before causing alot of damage and injuring Johnny Trent, one of the gang members.
Johnny is now chained to awheelchair and out for revenge.

Wolf’s heroism in rescuing the kidnapped boys and the publicity involved has forced him to come out of
hiding and fight for hislife.

Breaking Cover is a stand-alone and a very exciting one. Highly recommended for readers who want a great
story, awonderful character and plenty of action.




