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From Reader Review Mirror Sword and Shadow Princefor online
ebook

Lynn ?_7? says

Darn, now | wish Usobeni Tenyou was also translated!!

Jorge Desor meaux says

There is such athing as "standard Western fantasy" and sufficiently experienced readers will, at some point
or another, get pretty sick of it. There are only so many reluctant Chosen Ones destined to possess the
Magical McGuffin that will bring defeat to the Forces of Evil that you can take before all these stories start
to feel like the same damn thing.

Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince does have a Chosen One and a Magical McGuffin, but it managesto read
very different in spite of it. Part is simply due to the setting: both it and its precursor, Dragon Sword and
Wind Child, are novelised versions of Japanese mythology. The imagery used is different from your
Standard Western Fantasy Kingdom, asis the rhythm of the dialogue and the relationships and attitudes you
see between the characters.

| found the story to be strange and beautiful, and also well-written. | wouldn't recommend it to everyone, but
if you are sick of standard western fantasy, by all means giveit atry.

Mizuki says

The second volume of the 'Tales of the Magatama is darker and alot more mature in tone than the first
volume, both of the main characters had suffered alot. Anyway, to meit's one of the best Japanese Creation
Myths retelling stories.

Sayaka Shidara says

This book is asequel to "dragon sword and wind child".

And thisworld is several hundred years after the"dragon sword and wind child".

| read it in Japanese. May be Japanese is the best to read it | think.

Author Ogiwara...she uses really beautiful Japanese.

Book is so~thick,but if you finished read it,you would feel you want to read more!

Rachel says

Though | enjoyed it (and literally couldn't put it down until I'd finished it) the story is very much in the same



pattern as the first and in that sense | was a bit disappointed. The biggest difference between the two isthe
importance of the supporting characters. Compared to "Wind Child," it is here that they are more fleshed out
and complex. While the first book had some dark elements, the themes within "Mirror Sword" are certainly
more grown up and sad. Some of which isvery relatable.

Regina says

Ive been waiting forever for the second volume to be trandated so i was overjoyed when this came out. i still
think the first book was best but this story had its own charms too. Now i just have to wait for the third to be
transated...hopefully soon

Dawning M oon says

This tale was rather interesting, alook into Japanese folklore by the same author. Aswell asimagining them
as quite different.

The story islike afolktale, which at times captured me for the way it was structured, and also written. But
sometimes lost me as well. Some of it really eluded me while others continued to make a very good
impression.

| don't have any ideawhat is the actual story about. But nonetheless this was well crafted to say the least,
such as the relationship between Toko and Oguna. The shift to the palace, for the Emperor and his various
secrets. The man had alot of them, no kidding.

All the twists revealed later were surprising, but at the same time completely plausible. But it all goes down
to interpretation, and | barely even knew the Emperor. Which makes it hard for me to guess that he will hide
something like what was revealed in the book.

The ending was rather perfect, in al ways tying up the loose knots. Aswell as giving arather happy ending
to thisrather tragic tale.

But overall, | did find something greatly entertaining about thistale. Not exactly to my taste, but rather
enjoyable.

Sarah (CoolCurryBooks) says

Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince is the sequel to the Japanese fantasy novel, Dragon Sword and Wind
Child. However, it is set centuries or even millennia after the first book and so could be read independently.
The main thread that ties the books together is the shared mythology and setting.

Oguna and Toko have grown up together, but Oguna has never known who his parents are. When the
emperor’'s son comes to their village, Oguna goes with him to train as the prince's shadow. But when Oguna
awakens a strange power, it is up to Toko to gather the magatama, beads with magical properties, and stop
Oguna.



| mentioned in my review of Dragon Sword and Wind Child that the heroine was more passive than | prefer.
That was true as well for Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince. Toko was presented as an active female lead,
and she' s the one that starts on the quest to stop Oguna. However, it feelslike in the end she doesn’'t actually
do that much. Some of what | initially thought she would do ends up getting given to various male
characters, and by the end she feels almost redundant. Although she's presented as atomboy, her actual role
in the book is the same as Saya’ s —to be a source of guidance for the male lead.

The plot line and pacing also seemed oddly structured. The quest format works fairly well, but all interest
and urgency seem to fizzle out by the end. The last hundred pages or so were the most boring in the book and
seemed to be killing time more than anything else.

As with the previous book, the world and mythology were my favorite things about it. This one didn’t have
quite the strength of mythology, probably due to being set so far after the first book, but it still had an “epic”
feel toit that | enjoyed.

While I've grown tired of the series s treatment of gender, there's still much to enjoy about Mirror Sword
and Shadow Prince, and it’s one I’ d still recommend to anyone looking for translated fantasy novels.

Originally posted on The Illustrated Page.

Rena M cGee says

Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince is the second book of the Tales of the Magitama series, and takes place
many centuries after the events of Dragon Sword and Wind Child.

We are first introduced to a girl named Toko Tachibana, and her adopted brother Oguna. Toko's family are
the guardians of one of four (originaly five) powerful “magatama,” magical stones that had originally been
strung on a necklace belonging to a goddess. Toko is very close to her adopted brother, and a great deal of
the opening action revolves around Toko trying to get her parentsto let Ogunatake part in family-only
rituals he can’t be involved in because he's adopted.

Read thisreview on A Wicked Convergence of Circumstance on Blogger.

Read thisreview on Rena's Hub of Random on WordPress.

Cassie says

Classic Noriko Ogiwara...though | don't think | was drawn to this type of story vs. its' prequel, Dragon
Sword and Wind Child. | think it had alot to do with not being able to understand Oguna's character well,
which was really important to tying in the whole story. It seems he was an easy plot device, able to be bent at



will when the story needed him to be strong, vs. weak, but she made a note that the character he was based
on from folklore also had these qualities. So she may have been successful in her portrayal of him, but it just
didn't work for me as a character in reality. But | do love that she takes her inspiration from Japanese folk
taleswhich isreally unique, and that | can appreciate.

R Vincent says

"Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince" isasequel to "Wind Child and Dragon Sword", though you don't
necessarily need to have read both to enjoy "Mirror Sword...". Both are based on Japanese folklore and myth,
and are fun and interesting reads. | thoroughly enjoyed "Wind Child and Dragon Sword" and so had high
expectations when coming into "Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince."

However, | would say that this did not quite live up to the first book. Both are well translated, and very
interesting stories, but "Mirror Sword..." tended to falter between extremes of dragging on, or speeding past
thingsthat | felt deserved more attention. Much of the book followed an almost RPG style quest; after the
events of the first act, the main character Toko, had to travel the land in search of 5 sacred stones, avery
common storyline, which if done well, can be very interesting, but in this book felt drawn out excessively.
Then, the last chapter of the book felt asif it was rushed and haphazard. | felt asif it really didn't take the
time to address the climax. So much of the book had lead up to afinal clash, and we saw none of it. The
book often changed POV characters, but during acrucial event, the POV is of someone not involved, waiting
from adistance, unaware of the outcome? | felt robbed of closure.

| also feel that Toko did not get the development that she deserved. She began the story as a strong willed,
tomboyish girl, and ended it as a meek, submissive woman. | would have preferred she kept that fire,
especially when the shift was so sudden, and only seemed to come about in order to advance the story
according to the writer's benefit. | also wished we had gotten more devel opment between Toko and Oguna as
adults.

The ending left me feeling unsatisfied and cold. No true climax, no closure in terms of Oguna's fight between
himself and his destiny, and then the story ends with a"we'll be living a quiet life now, bye!" At the very
least, | would have preferred and epilogue that touched on the lives of the characters afew years after the
final battle, to show us where they ended up. That would have given more closure | fedl.

Overal, it was agood book, but | feel it needed some editing in some places and fleshing out in others.

branewur ms says

3 1/2 stars. Whew, this book was kind of ... exhausting. It's not only chunky, but packed - there's so much
happening with very little breathing room.

Much like Dragon Sword and Wind Child, it's eerily compelling despite its flaws. These books are based on
Japanese myth, but they also seem to tap into a sort of proto-mythological vein - the motifs all seem so
familiar, and are played out with such deep dream-logic, that it gives one a spooky, distant-memory sort of
feeling.



That said, | thought this could really have stood to be tightened up, but given the ancient, rambling myths
this was based on, maybe "rambling" was what the author was going for. It seemed like there were alot of
dropped threads. | also felt the ending was alittle... anti-climatic, | guess. | feel the events that happened
toward the end could have been presented in a more momentous way, or something. (For instance, | wish
wed gotten Oguna's pov during the time he was (view spailer).) | was disappointed by how little Toko had to
do at the end, too. Despite that, it was still a gorgeous story, and this book is probably going to be a keeper
for me (and | kind of want get a copy of Dragon Sword and Wind Child of my own, too).

Side note: wow, this book was put together rather shoddily. There's a couple of very pretty color illustrations
at the front, but other than that, it feels flimsy, the paper over the inside of the back board is bubbled up, the
paper is very thin and the margins and indents on the pages are tiny, making it harder to read. Besides that,
there were serious editing/formatting flaws, such as sentences that seemed to be missing words or were just
fragments and thus made no sense, and in one case, awhole chunk of text missing between two pages (311
and 312). Maybe it was a sentence, maybe a few paragraphs - | have no way of knowing. All | know is
enough text was missing that | couldn't guess the contents from context. Seems more attention should have
been paid to presentation, especially given the rather expensive list-price.

Marine_maiden says

| would say thisis abetter book than the first. Love development can use more work but it doesn't feel like
it's dropping outta nowhere anymore. The main character girl is strong-willed though most of the time it was
fueled by wrong reasons.

All aspects of story are quite balanced. Character growth, relationships, plot and moral guestions. I'm glad
the size of the book doesn't make the story rushed.

Thiswas avery nicereading. I'd love to read her next book of this series once they published anything new!

Mely says

Set centuries or millenialater than the first book, whose events are now only the substance of legends.
There's still plenty of magic and mythology here, but it feels grittier, more historical, and the characters at
least start out more down-to-earth. Toko and Oguna are childhood friends who are parted when she gets old
enough to assist the shrine maiden and he is sent off to become the "shadow" of Prince Oh-usu, his stand-in
in ceremonies and times of danger.

So far both of Ogiwara's male "heroes' -- you can't really call them protagonists, the girls get alot more
attention and agency -- are strangely passive, but | kind of like that. Toko reads as much more vivid and rea
than Saya; atomboy and stubborn as hell.

Ra says

Mirror Sword and Shadow Princeisaretelling of the story of Yamato Takeru, alegendary Japanese hero.
However, even if you've never heard of the name Y amato Takeru' before, you could still enjoy this book. Of



all the three books from Tales of the Magatama series, 'Mirror Sword and Shadow Prince' is my favourite.
The main characters are more well developed than the first book (Dragon Sword and Wind Child) and the
stories are well crafted and are much deeper in details. | also love the romance between two protagonists. |
found the scene when they encounter each other on the ship very emotional and heartbroken.

If you love afantasy story based heavily on Japanese folklore/legend or if you like 'Dragon Sword and Wind
Child', I urge you to try this book!




