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The overcrowded Earth isn't room enough for Evesham Giyt, a solitary and brilliant computer hacker who
yearns for the long-gone frontiers of the past. Chasing stories of unspoiled beauty and endless possibility, he
takes a leap across the stars to the rugged colony world of Tupelo and soon finds himself a respected member
of the community and mayor of the colony's human population.

Humanity isn't the first race to colonize Tupelo: as mayor, Giyt is part of a council of racestrying to
peacefully coexist despite wildly disparate cultures and traditions. But as Giyt learnsto like hisalien
neighbors, he begins to realize that his fellow humans may have other plans for Tupelo, plans that don't
include peace but do include lots of dead aliens. It will be up to Giyt to crack the human conspiracy and
carve out afuture for all of Tupelo...before it gets him killed!
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From Reader Review O Pioneer! for online ebook

Fred Snyder says

It's alight-hearted, fun look at humans adapting to alien cultures. Cute.
But it gets 4 stars for predicting the "Make America Great Again” movement 20 years before it became
redity.

AJ Paris says

Not one of Pohl's best.

Lynn DiFerdinando says

3.5- 4, | guess! Enjoyable, if not exactly high literature. The relationship between the main character and his
wifeisso good, for al that he says at the beginning that he married her in order to get a pass to the planet.
They just feel like they love each other, without the author having to tell you so. It's niceto see. Theplot is
nothing to write home about, but the characters are funny, even the bad guys, and the alien species are cool
and original.

Conor says

Pretty pulpy, but that's not a bad thing.

Fredrick Danysh says

Colonists from six different intellegent species live together on the planet Tupelo. Earthman Giyt is elected
mayor of the humans and has to make many adjustments after a criminal life on Earth.

Syacelion says

| wish I'd read this one when it came out, so | could have enjoyed it a bit more when some of itsideas where
fresher. Asit stands and as the world and its science fiction evolve, thisis still pretty decent and enjoyable,
tough rather standard fare. Highpoints still are the ingénu protagonist's journey, the alien characters and their
cultures, and the quirks of the best automated trandlation programs humanity has been able to come up with
to cope with interspecies communication, leading to a proliferation of such moments as a predatory-seeming
creature's hissing what is translated as an ominous "survive well until nightfall!" rather than the "have anice
day" it was probably intended to be. Thereis still quite a bit of charm and fun left to be found here, in a



science fiction novel that has perhaps aged more quickly than its ever-prolific author, the great Frederik Pohl
(-look at his bibliography, ye writies, and despair!)

Mark Edlund says

Science Fiction

| think Pohl just sort of tossed this book off in aweekend of writing. Interesting ideas, but shallow characters
and terminally predictable plot. Giyt Evesham, a computer hacker on Earth, emigrates to Tupelo, a planet
claimed by five other species. He becomes mayor, afather, and aworld saviour; all in just over 200 pages.
Ineresting Canadian reference - at the start of the book Evesham, for obscure reasons, wonders about the best
way to invade Canada.

Elar says

Story is alegory to USA government and for me there islittle bit too much of ranting, but fortunately
background story about intrigues on new planet made it tolerable.

Katherine says

3/30/04. Library.

Donia says

Turned out not to be my type of literature genre.

Nacho says

Wonderful book, I'm going to have to pickup some more...

John says

Not brilliant or life- changing, but nonetheless a solidly-constructed, typically satirical dystopian Frederick
Pohl short novel. The principal characters are amusingly drawn: the male protagonist is sort of a cyber
Stainless Steel Rat and his wife aretired whore.

(For more on Frederick Pohl, readers are directed to New Maps of Hell, alittle-known lecture series by
Kingsey Amis.)



Amanda says

There's anew planet fit for human colonists and Evesham Giyt, a man who can build any identity and hack
any system sees a new way to start over. Moving to Tupelo, a planet very similar to Hawaii on Earth with his
girlfriend (now wife) Rina gives him awhole set of challenges he never expected while he ran simulations
on invading Canada.

Tupelo isaunique planet -- also called the Peace Planet, 5 other races al colonized it before humans did.
They formed a council to smooth over relations, and Giyt is suddenly elected Mayor of Tupelo and hasto
serve on the council. Meanwhile, his right-hand man Hagbarth is too helpful...

I'd never read anything by Pohl before. Thiswas interesting! a bit more like how the Federation of Star Trek
probably works --- races that barely understand each other with their trandlators, that don't look humanoid,
that have completely unique cultures work together for acommon good. Giyt is a hacker with a heart of gold,
while his nemesis Hagbarth (who could mistake him for anything but a villain with that name) works behind
the scenes trying to control everything. Politics, aliens, and the lesbian family next door with 5 kids (#6 on
theway!). | liked pretty much everything about this, even if it was a mite predictable! Not bad for a book |
snagged in Goodwill for 50c.

Stephen says

Good, solid Pohl. Fedls kind of dated, like watching an episode of ST: TOS but still enjoyable.

Kathy Petersen says

Thisisathoroughly delightful adventure, abit like athriller but set on aforeign planet with a cast of
earthlings and non-humans. It's lightweight fun, not at all serious, and that is hot meant to be demeaning
because O Pioneer gave me avery entertaining couple of hours.




