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A daughter of privilege in the most powerful empire the world has ever known, Claudia has a unique and
disturbing "gift": her dreams have an uncanny way of coming true. As a rebellious child seated beside the
tyrannical Roman Emperor Tiberius, she first spies the powerful gladiator who will ultimately be her one
true passion. Yet it is the ambitious magistrate Pontius Pilate who intrigues the impressionable young woman
she becomes, and Claudia finds her way into his arms by means of a mysterious ancient magic. Pilate is her
grand destiny, leading her to Judaea and plunging her into a seething cauldron of open rebellion. But
following her friend Miriam of Magdala's confession of her ecstatic love for a charismatic religious radical,
Claudia begins to experience terrifying visions—horrific premonitions of war, injustice, untold devastation
and damnation . . . and the crucifixion of a divine martyr whom she must do everything in her power to save.
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From Reader Review Pilate's Wife for online ebook

Bobbi Woods says

I thoroughly enjoyed the history in this book--it pieced together some religious events for me that were
previously vague. I think this book is about 80% historically accurate--the story created around it is a little
weak, but interesting nonetheless.

Claudia, the main character, is the daughter of Roman Empire royalty. She posesses the gift of "sight."
Claudia's visions range from vividly detailed and informative to almost nonexistent, and the changing level
of detail in places and characters give Claudia's world a similar sense of contrast between great detail and
sketchy unreality.

I found Pilate's Wife to be enjoyable, but not exceptional. However, as an exploration of women's lives and
roles in the first century Roman Empire, it was quite fascinating.

Austin Gonzalez says

An exploration of Pilate's wife and the role of women in Ancient Rome seems like an interesting and
engaging story.

However, with Antoinette May it is not. May starts if her story strong, introducing us to our main character
Claudia, a Roman patrician upon whom the gods have bestowed the ability to foresee the future.

We follow Claudia throughout her life in the Roman Empire, a journey which shows us how women both
with and without power cope with Roman society. Ultimately leading to Claudia's failed attempt to save
Christ from the Crucifixion.

The entire journey however, feels largely superficial. Set into the backdrop of a love triangle that does not
appear until almost the second half of the book, most of Claudia's actions and experiences seem to have very
little impact on the world around her.

Adding on to that, much of the book feels like a collage of unrelated experiences tied to a weak story in
which characters fall in and out of love for almost no reason.

While the characters we meet are all very interesting in and of themselves, May barely delves any deeper
than the surface of these side characters. Characters like Livia and Miriam, both powerful women who in
many ways embody the spirit of independence that Claudia craves seem like cardboard cutouts of
themselves, only used to move the plot along.

Claudia herself is also a seemingly flat character, rushing along from event to event, reacting in the same
basic way, never gaining insight from her experiences, satisfactorily achieving her goals, or changing
anything through her visions.

Perhaps this is what May wanted us to learn from her novel: Roman women, trapped in an oppressive
society, could do little to exercise power, and for all their rushing around were unable to accomplish



anything at all, neither through their own abilities nor through the intervention of gods.

Depressing if true.

Fortunately, I think this is just a bad book.

Jenny GB says

This novel was a quick and easy read, but had flaws that bothered me throughout the novel. This novel tells
the story of Claudia, the wife of Pontius Pilate. If you're hoping for new insight into Pilate's connection to
Jesus then you're not really going to get it here. Jesus appears a couple of times briefly in the book and a
couple of events in his life are alluded to, including obviously the crucifixion, but mostly the events are
revolving around Roman life and politics as it tells the story of how Claudia marries Pilate and their life
together.

Claudia is obviously a flawed character from the start. She basically wants her way no matter what. The first
instance of this is her joining the priesthood of Isis despite the wishes of her father because she is drawn to
the priesthood's beliefs. I was okay at this point. Then she in quick succession demands from Isis's mystic
man a love spell to make Pilate fall in love with her, another love spell that's stronger when he starts to stray,
then a child, then to help hide her from her husband. She's so spoiled and annoying that it's really hard to
sympathize with her husband that is unfaithful to her. Then she eventually begins an affair of her own and
thinks nothing of the pain she could bring to her husband in return. I read the whole book because I wanted
to see how the author tied in Jesus, which was clever and fairly well done, but I could not stand Claudia and
she ruined the novel for me.

Sydney Avey says

Last month I did a reading at a library in Sonora , CA and Antoinette May was the reader who preceded me.
I was impressed by the number of years she spent researching Roman history and culture. I am interested in
knowing about the cultural context in which Christ began his ministry and this seemed to fill the bill.

May uses restraint in her descriptions of Goddess worship, weaving it through a storyline rich in political and
family history. Christ appears toward the end of the story as just another diety on the menu, one with a
promising albeit perplexing message. As troubling as that might be to Christians, keep in mind that the story
is written from the point of view of a high born Roman woman surrounded by treachery who finds solace in
Isis. The challenge for me was the literary license, a historical fiction author’s right, that had Jesus’ mother
Mary and follower (and wife, by this account) Mary Magdalene dabbling on the fringes of Goddess worship.

May has sympathy for all her characters except history’s most corrupt. The story is engaging but it left me
shaking my head over the portrayal of Christ dallying with a new wife shortly before He goes to the cross.
May has examined all the myths surrounding Christ’s birth and death and picked the ones that work best for
storytelling. They don’t necessarily square with the Biblical account. I did find the account of Jewish
religious and political life interesting, particularly the commentary on the Zealots.



Ron Charles says

She appears in just a single verse of the Bible, but it's a riveting inflection point, a moment that dares us to
imagine that events might go either way: Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate. The leaders of the Temple have
accused him of treason and want him crucified, but Pilate is wavering. Then the Gospel of Matthew adds this
tantalizing detail: "When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou
nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him."

The psychic wife of a Roman governor tries to stop the crucifixion of Jesus? Sounds like a plot that would
make Dan Brown fall to his knees and cry "Hallelujah!" It's the inspiration for biographer Antoinette May's
first novel. She's fleshed out a few scraps of Coptic legend to create a breathy romance about Pilate's wife.
May imagines her as a young woman named Claudia, whose father serves a powerful commander of the
Roman army. She's also a distant member of the emperor's family, which during this period -- the reign of
Tiberius and his fiendish mother -- is more of a death sentence than an honor.

"First, let it be said that I did not attend his crucifixion," Pilate's wife begins. "If you are seeking insight into
that tragic affair, you will not hear it from me." This is like sitting down with a survivor of the Titanic who
announces that she has nothing to say about the sinking, and for hundreds of pages it appears that May, in
fact, won't get to the Big Moment.

In a voice that swings from melodrama to self-pity, Claudia begins with her life as a military brat. This is
about as rich as material gets: the world's superpower crushing all who resist, gladiators fighting to the death,
young Caligula showing signs of lascivious madness, the emperor's mother snuffing out contenders for the
throne. But May seems strangely unwilling to let us enter this raw, ancient world. Despite Claudia's bird's-
eye view, we often learn of deadly battles via notes sent from the front line. Where we want bacchanalia, we
get Victorian exclamations of shock: " 'Oh!' I gasped, my cheeks flaming as I stared at his naked body." And
the book's chronic lack of irony makes Claudia's heavy-handed feminist insights particularly grating.
Watching 800 slaves rowing her boat, for instance, she says, "I saw similarities between their lot and my
own. No overseer lashed my shoulders, but was I any less a slave?" Well, Claudia, you might try asking one
of them before he's whipped to death. Much of this has the earnestness of a school-approved YA novel: "Oh,
little sister, what will they do to me?"

Release the lions, I say.

Still, the faithful read on, encouraged by the sighting of an ambitious officer named Pilate -- "sleek and
handsome like a young leopard." Although he's looking for a woman with a large dowry, Claudia snags him
with a magic serum. "The potion had worked beyond my wildest dreams," she says, and maybe circa 27 A.D.
she was the first person to use these clichés. "We were a golden couple. What could ever change that?" In
fact, their marriage is quickly wracked with jealousies and betrayals on both sides. In search of solace, she
becomes a follower of the Egyptian goddess Isis, which inspires some exciting scenes but also too many
New Age howlers such as: "Isis is for everyone. . . . We are all part of each other like leaves in some giant
tree." In any case, neither Claudia's feminism nor her spirituality keeps her from jeopardizing her life by
panting after a hunky gladiator because he's "so, so . . . masculine ."

If the bulk of this Roman romance is merely overwrought, its long-delayed climax is surprisingly offensive.
Many scholars suggest that the exculpatory portrayal of Pilate in the New Testament arose from the early



Christians' desire to curry favor with Rome and distinguish themselves from other Jewish groups. And so the
Gospels show us Pilate, the representative of Rome, reluctant to condemn Jesus, convinced of the man's
innocence, disgusted with the Jews' hatred, determined to wash his hands of the whole dirty business. All
leading up to that horrible verse in Matthew when the Jews yell, "His blood be on us, and on our children."

Throughout the novel, May presents a wildly unorthodox version of Jesus's life: Her Jesus studies in the
temple of Isis; he marries a rich prostitute in an ecumenical wedding that blends Egyptian and Jewish
traditions; he's given a sleeping potion to fake his death on the cross. Of course, such inventions are all
within the novelist's right -- as someone once wryly asked, "What is truth?" But when it comes to Jesus's
trial, May suddenly gets religion and hews to the few blood-soaked Gospel verses that have served as the
bedrock of Christian anti-Semitism for 2,000 years. Again and again, May exonerates Pilate to remove any
doubt about who murdered the son of God. "Clearly, Pilate was the one reasoning mind against a rabid mob,"
Claudia tells us -- despite the fact that she's estranged from him and sleeping with another man.

Long before Mel Gibson clarified his attitudes about Jews during that infamous traffic incident, he noted that
the apparently anti-Semitic statements in his "Passion of Christ" were merely lifted verbatim from the Bible
texts. But May takes such license with those texts throughout most of her story that she has forfeited even
that specious defense of her conclusion. And so we're left to wonder why a writer would want to resurrect
this deadly old prejudice.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/...

kim says

I really don't recommend this book unless you have unlimited time for reading. It is an ok book, but JUST an
ok book and there are so many better books out there.

I don't like the main character, Claudia. She is headstrong and willful, and while she started out as honorable
and brave, by the end of the story she is just self-centered, doing whatever she wants no matter who she may
hurt, and not learning from her, or others, mistakes.

Also, the book crosses the line from historical fiction, which is based in fact, even though there is quite a bit
of embellishment, to fantasy. Not much is apparently known about the real Claudia, so the author took great
liberty with her imagination. One of Claudia's best friends is Miriam (Mary Magdalene) and Claudia attends
the wedding of Miriam to Jesus. Miriam spends the night of the crucifix in Claudia's quarters in Pilate's
palace. It just felt more like 'name dropping' than good fiction.

Danielle Gonzalez says

I found this story to be very good. This follows the life of Claudia, first as a young girl, and finally as the
wife of Pontius Pilate. Ms. May gives such dynamic description that it drops the reader right into that time
period. I enjoyed reading about the lives of Romans, Egyptians, their gods, and how Jesus came to be in front
of Pilate. In this book, Claudia struggles with what she believes in, and finally becomes a follower of Isis.
She has visions that seem to foretell the future. She does not understand the vision she keeps having of a
young man about to die with a crown of thorns on his head. It seems like a very scary time to be living in



Rome, where any trivial matter not to the emperor Tiberius' liking will result in a death. I don't know if the
history is accurate, but nonetheless, was an interesting time period to read about. This is historical fiction,
and not a biography, so I won't get upset about anything that was written inaccurately.

The Library Lady says

Okay, if this woman did so much historical research why does she get the small things wrong? Stuff like the
old chestnut about "thumbs down" meaning to kill the losing gladiator, when modern scholars are pretty sure
it's the opposite? She even gets the way Roman names were used wrong--she uses "Procula" as if it were a
last name!

Pious Christians will recoil at her Mary Magdalene as Jesus's wife bit, but what bothers me more is the way
she picks and choses her history and invents bits to fit her plot. And Claudia herself is not a consistent
character--one moment she is a determined young woman, the next a fluttering ninny.

Entertaining, but not exactly deep literature.

Michela Marie Mifsud says

Excellent biblical/historical fiction! Thanks a lot to a dear friend who lent it to me! Brilliant story-telling.

Jen says

Well, this was a steaming pile of poo.

So in the Bible, there is one (unnamed) mention of Pilate's wife. PW (as I will now refer to her) was later
named Claudia by someone in 1619--so yeah 1600 years later, get a name.

So Antoinette May decides that Claudia was from the Claudia house (family of Julius Caesar EDITED:
Actually, although his fam is often referred to as the Julio-Claudio family, Claudia would have been only
related to Tiberius, the son of Livia by her first marriage, not to Julius's family) and pretty much makes up a
huge twisted and chaotic story about her, Isis, and Pilate, and Tiberius and Nero.

You know what would have helped her, reading ANY book about Roman culture. Pick one. ANY ONE.

ETA: For one thing, daughters didn't get really their own names. They were just given the feminine of their
family's name with an ordinal of some sort. Sometimes a nickname. That's why you have a plethora of Julias
and Agrippinas.

There's so many omigod historical inaccuracies in this book that it honestly makes your head ache. Then the
plot is just dumb. Really dumb. And wow.

PW becomes an acolyte for Isis, a Roman socialite, a mistress of a gladiator, oh and stand in for Ariadne
during a seriously whacked out Dionysus mystery that only existed for salacious details.



It's just a bad book. Really really bad.

Turns out the author writes books on clairvoyants before writing her first novel. I hope she saw this review
coming.

Lyn Stapleton says

I'm not sure how I felt about this novel. On the one hand I enjoyed it and the other hand (as far as historical
fact go) I thought it a pile of s**t. Not very much is known about Pilate's wife except for the reference in the
Gospel of Matthew 27:19: “When he was set down on the judgement seat, his wife sent unto him, saying,
Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of
him.”. The author has re-imagined a history of Claudia and Pontius Pilate. She tells the story of Claudia from
the time she is a young girl who has prophetic dreams, her fascination with the cult of Isis, marriage to Pilate
and his subsequent posting to Judea. Christians would be horrified at the author marrying Miriam (Mary
Magdalene) and Jesus. On the whole a good piece of entertainment and an easy read but certainly no
historical value.

Rio (Lynne) says

This was an OK read. I bought it so I could learn more about Roman History. The story is very fictional. It
covers Claudia, the wife of Pontius Pilate's life. The positive is that this book opened up a lot of conversation
with my Christian friends who study the bible (I have not, so I had many questions.) I googled a lot
throughout this read. The author covers many debatable areas of Jesus' life. Did he go to Isis' Temple in
Egypt? Did he marry a prostitute? I found many areas to be far-fetched, like when Claudia was initiated into
Isis' world and when Livia forced Claudia into the Villa of Mysteries. I know the Romans had sacrificing
rituals, but it seemed the author was going for shock value. The premises of this book is that Claudia has
insight through her dreams. She advised Pilate to not get involved with Jesus, which as most people know
her dream didn't come true.

The painting "Claudia's Dream"

Rebecca says

I didn’t get to this book when I picked it up at the beach in May, so I saved it for a fun read after my statistics
exam. I love historical fiction about ancient Rome, and this book lived up to my expectations. The book
follows the life and tragedies of Claudia, the wife of Pontius Pilate. Claudia travels with her family and then
with her husband all across the Roman empire, and I appreciated May’s detailed descriptions of Antioch,
Alexandria, Rome, and Jerusalem among other locales. Most of the book centers on Claudia and her (almost
always) devastating experiences of the political intrigues of Roman imperial life. If you loved the HBO
series Rome, you will enjoy this book. But be warned, just like the HBO series, this book does not hold back
when it comes to the brutal entertainment choices and sexual preferences of Romans at the time. Jesus,
Mary, and Mary Magdalene don’t appear as characters until towards the end of the book. Even though it’s



fiction, I found it refreshing to be reminded how Judaism as well as Jesus and his followers (among other
‘zealots’) might have been perceived by the Romans at the time. Though no Pulitzer Prize winner, overall,
Pilate’s Wife was an entertaining, fast-paced read with great historical drama.

Kim Savage says

Interesting details and viewpoints. This book would be fun as a Bible study, or at least a book club to discuss
and find out what others think about it. Enjoyed this thought provoking read.

PurplyCookie says

Claudia Procula (or Procles) was the wife of Pontius Pilate and accompanied him to Judea during his
prefecture there (from 26 to 36 CE). Little verifiable fact is known about Pilate's wife and, despite this, May
has created a vibrant novel which succeeds in bring Claudia to life.

Pilate's wife is mentioned in the Gospel of Matthew 27:19: “When he was set down on the judgment seat, his
wife sent unto him, saying, Have though nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things
this day in a dream because of him.” Throughout the novel, May presents a wildly unorthodox version of
Jesus's life: Her Jesus studies in the Temple of Isis; he marries a rich prostitute in an ecumenical wedding
that blends Egyptian and Jewish traditions; he's given a sleeping potion to fake his death on the cross. Of
course, such inventions are all within the novelist's right but will definitely not sit well with those of Catholic
and/or Christian faiths.

This novel is set during the reign of the Emperor Tiberius, and the history provides the frame for the fiction.
The story of Claudia provides some insight into the lives of women of privilege as it does also of the intrigue
and cruelty of Rome. Claudia herself is depicted as an interesting and at times a fickle character capable of
kindness but also of short-sighted impulsive actions. Though blessed with the ability to see the future,
Claudia never manages to prevent the tragedies she foresees. May is at her best when unencumbered by
literary or historical precedent; Claudia's sister, the unwilling Vestal Virgin Marcella, for example, is better
realized than the shallowly rendered Caligula, and descriptions of Antioch and Caesarea are more compelling
than those of well-known locations like Pompeii.

Claudia’s marriage to Pilate, her infatuation with a gladiator, her brushes with Empress Livia (mother of
Tiberius) all make for interesting reading. While I was not always sympathetic to Claudia, I was fascinated
by her life as depicted in this novel.
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