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The old man hears them before he sees them, the three boys coming over the hill, disturbing the peace by the
river where he's fishing. He smells gun ail too, too much oil on a brand-new shotgun. These aren't hunters,
they're rich kids who don't care about the river and the fish and the old man.

Or hisdog. Red is the name of the old man's dog, his best friend in the world. And when the boys shoot the
dog -- for nothing, for simple spite -- he seesred, like amist before his eyes. And before the whole thing is
done there'll be more red. Red for blood...
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From Reader Review Red for online ebook

Melissa Helwig says

During an attempted robbery, three teens shoot a man's dog for kicks. But that dog was the best thing in
Avery Ludlow's life and he's not going to let them get away with it. He wants justice for Red and he's going
to get it no matter what it takes.

What | love about Jack Ketchum isthat all of his novels areredistic. | could see any of his plots happening
to myself, which makes them even scarier.

And Red is ho exception. Loving and losing an animal is something everyone can relate to, making it easy to
understand how Ludlow feels. It will really tug at your heartstrings when Red dies. | teared up and had to

stop reading because | wasin public.

The book moves slowly and there isn't much action, but it doesn't matter because Avery Ludlow and his
attempts to get the boys to confessis interesting. And when there is action, it's definitely worth the wait.

The characters are well-devel oped. | was rooting for Ludlow and was livid with the boys and their parents,
praying for their comeuppance.

Overdl, agreat book, definitely worth checking out.

Read more of my reviews at http://littlemisszombie.blogspot.com

Addy says

Just...wow! Touched my heart in so many ways. Ketchum is atrue genius! | definitely need to Ketchum all!

The Behrg says

Thisis probably as perfect of abook as you can get and just goes to show you don't always need an earth-
shattering, end-of-the-world apocalyptic event to tell an engaging story. Ketchum is a master wordsmith,
adding flavor to the smplicity of this tale without ever overstepping his bounds. Letting his characters live
without ever forcing them to bend to the demands of a preconceived plot. Thiswas quite simply a beautiful,
if painful, glimpse into an ordinary life, where the darkest masks of mankind's avarice and cruelty are put on
full display, set against the backdrop of one man trying to do right. Absolutely loved it.

Tressa says

Very difficult book to read (I've aways had atender spot in my heart for animals), but great satisfaction



seeing aman get fed up and take the law into his owns hands.

Red really highlights the inability for citizens to take responsibility for their actions and the actions of their
snot-nosed slacker brats.

Kev Hector says

To me Jack Ketchum is an incredible author and this is underlined with how this novel has been written. JK
isso well known for histwisted evil minds, cannibals and blood thirsty horror, this book however is different
thus extended his puretalent. There is no added gore or grotesque storyline (though | really do love reading
those) just for the sake of it. Instead Jack just grabs you straight from the very beginning of the story, as he
aways does thus channeling both your mind and your Imagination on the story he wants to put across to you.
A very redlistic story and it's because of thisfact it keeps you thinking until the very end to see what indeed
is going to happen. This book/story is sad in places yet you get the feeling of revenge in others making it a
joy to read.

Hope this helps you all, besidesif you like reading Jack Ketchum novels then you will enjoy it. If you
haven't read any of them, my God you don't know what you're missing.

Happy reading....

Bill says

Avery Allen Ludlow didn’'t do anything to the three punk-ass kids that came up on him while he was fishing
down by the river with his dog Red. They did plenty to him however. Now, it’stimeto fess up for the deeds
done and harms perpetrated. When it becomes apparent that is not going to happen, Avery takes mattersinto
his own hands.

Jack Ketchum can tell ahell of astory. While this one may not be as brutal as some of the previous works |
have read by him, there are some definite similaritiesin theme. Avery was atruly classic character and JK
did an excellent job at giving him depth and heart. It was impossible not to root for him and to hope that the
privileged prima donna pricks get exactly what’s coming to them.

A solid 4+ star read and another winner from Mr. Ketchum.

Adam Light says

Red isthe story of Avery Ludlow, an old widower out fishing, histrusty dog at his side, when heis set upon
by three teenage boys intent on robbing him. When they realize Avery hasn't got anything worth their while,
the boy with the shotgun blows the dogs head off for shits and giggles.

Thetitular dog was Avery's best friend, and he wants justice. He plans to get it no matter what the
consequences might be.

Thisisthe first Ketchum book | have read that was not necessarily a horror story, and it ssmply floored me.



The prose is elegant, beautiful at times, and gory in al the right places.
It is short and straightforward, but deceptively so. There is so much more going on in this book than what is
on the surface. | really enjoyed this book. Read it!

The Face of Your Father says

Ketchum was a master of his genre.
Lonely old man goes fishing with his dog. Thugs kill dog. Thugs regret killing dog.

At acrisp 200 pages, Jack Ketchum’'s ‘Red’ is‘Death Wish’ with man’s best friend. Ketchum’s brutality is
unapol ogetic and somehow refreshing. Modern day villains tend to have backstory that leads to them being
misunderstood and sympathetic. Not Ketchum. Ketchum'’ s villains are deplorable. The violence is senseless
but never gratuitous. Ketchum was not out to shock his readers with fiction, he only wanted them appalled
by the reality of human behavior.

4.5/5

Wayne Barrett says

Before | give my opinion of this book | want to point out the horrible work by the printer of this edition. |
don't usually pay alot attention to the printing companies, but this one was bad enough, actually the worst
I've ever seen, that | will be paying attention from here on out. The publisher of this edition is a company
called "47North". When | say it isthe worst I've ever seen, | am not exaggerating. | didn't keep count, but |
bet there were a hundred misprints throughout this book. I'm not sure what kind of program they are using
but they need to trash it. | got this off of Amazon. If | had got it at abook store | would have returned and
demanded my money back. Be warned; if you see a book published by "47North" don't buy it unless your
local grocery store has run out of toilet paper.

Okay, | didn't count the poor editing by the printing company in my review because that would be unfair to
Ketchum and would not properly reflect on the story. Thisis actually 2 novellasin one book. | think 'Red'
really resonated with me, being an older man (though not as old as Avery) and having a couple of old dogs
that | love like family. It isastory of vengeance told in classic Ketchum style.

The second Novella, "The Passenger' is kidnapping story, once again following the Ketchum hard-core story-
telling. | could see the twist coming at the end, but thiswas still an entertaining suspense/horror story.

If you can handle Jack's style, you'll enjoy this novellacombo. Just make sure it's not by 47North.

Maicie says

Most of us go somewhat insane when someone messes with our child or our dog. Y ou can talk smack about
my sister, my mama, even my husband, but one snarky remark about my child and you will meet my alter,



not very nice, ego. Kick my dog and | turn into a pro-death-penalty, gun toting, gray-haired bundle of
irrational action.

When Avery Ludlow decides to go after the three teenagers who shoot and kill his dog, | was pumping my
fistintheair. | was till pumping it when the book ended. Lord, | hate bullies-especially the ones that are
rich, powerful and old enough to know better. When they get what's coming to them life is so sweet.

Ketchum writes darn good horror. He writes ever better thrillers. | was relieved that this wasn’t about a dog
that comes back from the dead. A story about a man who is pushed too far makes a much better book. Highly
recommend.

Bonus! My edition contains the novella“ The Passenger” — another ‘revenge is sweet’ story. | little under a
hundred pages of twists, turns and turmoil. Fun.

Jason Parent says

This story was so good. Ketchum's talent for storytelling is evident in all his works. The man was an expert
in fast-paced horror and brutal, yet not-sensationalized, crime novels.

But he also had a subtle depth to hiswork few others master. It's not spoon-fed or overbearing, but true and
not always just. Real. Gritty. Powerful.

In Red, he infuses simple actions and understated dialogue with heavy emotion and heart-yanking
understanding of human psychology. It's atale of a man whose dog is murdered without rhyme or reason. |
know, you're probably thinking Dean Koontz' odes to dog love, and certainly here, the relationship between
man and animal is explored.

But Red is so, so much more than that. It's about grief and loss, being whole and missing pieces, putting
one'sworld back in balance. On the surface, it evokes questions of morality and justice, but | think the heart

of the book goes miles beyond that.

Red is simply a beautiful piece of fiction: art that reflectslife in its exposed, truest sense. It will be avery
tough one to beat as my favorite read for this year and has earned a place among my favorites of all time.

5 stars and highly recommended.

Horace Derwent says

days ago, i dove into my piles and sought out that Overlook Connection Press edition which has awhiskered
red doggi€e's face on the front, thusi dove it into my piles again

cuz i bought a mass market copy of this :D the author's way of storytelling and his power of words shivers
me once more, he's a hero of the genre!



rereading it makes me wanna see the movie again, and it has robert englund there :O

Sotiris Karagiannis says

Spoiler Free Review

Mvp?2ovTag TIC ATE?PWC PPIKIOCTIK?C OKNV?C TIOL TEPIYP?PEL 0 K?toau g€ 70d BIA?0 TOL 2Xw

Ol B?0¢el TPOC TO TPV (VEKP? 0V, TO KPLUEPL?, TO KOP?TAl TNG ATAAAV?C TI2PTAC, JIKO2WUdA aTN
(W?), TEPZUEVA KO OUT? N VOURB?AD VO €VAL YEU?TN aTT? aVT?C. M2 va unv eval §?AAov 8a ou
TE?TE, AT? TN OTIYU? TIOU N LTTPOECN 2XEL VA KVEL UE VAV HOVAXIK? YEPZKO TIOL TP?0 KWA 21 &
OKOTAV0UV TO OK?A0 TOU Y10 KOV AVAV OTIOA?TWG A 0.

(31?2 0y0C IE TOV EQUT? OL)

-Tr Tnote?e1¢ ?u Ba daB?oe1¢;

-Mpoeav?g 0 y?pog Ba B7A&l va TI?pEl EKOKNON KAl N EKO?KNON B0 €0l alHaTNP? KOt @PIKIOOTIK?.
-?2X1, A?700¢, dev ?xel B7a.

-Tr @?on, K?toap o€ dlaB?ovps;

Kal €07 ?pxXeTal TO 0&2UwP0 TNC LTPECNC. ?Tav Ol 7BOCA TNV LTI?OECT TEPZUEVA 20 1OTOPZA
EKOKNONG O Aa K?TOO W, @PIKIAOTIK? KOl KIVIIUOTOYPO@K?. AVT? Y10 aUT? 2UwG, TI7pa Va dp?2ua
O PKET? TIOA?IMAELPO, TIOL EEAIT?0C TNC Ol 7PKEL?C TOL (A1Y?TEPO ATr? 180 EAPDEC XWP?C TIC KEVLCP),
XVEl OE APKET? CNUE?N, OAA? KEPD?LEL OTI? 7AAQ.

Mpilv oLVEX?0W TO review TP?TEL VA T 211 0 K?2Toa U 2XEl TEl O€ TIOAA?C CUVEVTEZEEIC 2TI ATl
7200 TOA? TO {20 KOl OTEVOXWPI?TOI CUVEX?C VIO TNV AdIK?0 TIOL ETIKPATE? 2TAV K?T010G
KOTNYOPE?TAl VA KOKOTIO? O K?21molov {70V, 2mwe ava@?pel Kal oTo BIBA?0, T TIOCOOT? TIHWP?0C
el EA?X10TA (L?V0 TO 34% ATT? TA QIT?UATA EEET?COVTAL KO OT? AUT? WAV0 TO 14% TIUWPE?TAL)
Kal n peyaA?tepn Toiv? evai 100$ kat 10 H?peg QUAOK?, 0K2UaO KOl 21OV OKOT?0€1C V0 OK7A0.
?X0VTOC OUT? OTO VOU, UTIOP? VA T ?TI 1 CUYKEKPIUVN VOUR?AA €Val aTI? TIC TIO TIPOOWTTK 2¢ TOL
K?toay, iat? uTr?2pxXouv U700 a€ U200 PEAAIOTIK? LOTOP?0, K?TIOIEC AV OUX 26 KOl OK APELC TIOL TOV
TUPAVVN.

Kal yia aut? 10 A?y0 n 1otop?a dev eal 0?te f2010, 02T @PIKIOOTIK?. EAVal p?0 1oTop?0 Tou
B72Ud TV KWA?T WY TI2PTEL VA KABNUEPIV?C NAIKIWUANVOC VBPWIDE, TIOL EV? OV ?XEl VA X 70€l
T?MoTA VIOT? ENVAL HOBNUAVOC OTa Ay, OV TIPOPRANVEL O AKP?TNTEC, 2TwE ?X0UE cuvnB70el aTr?
PANA BIBA?0 ? AVT?0TOIXEG TAIVZEC EKOKNONC.

Baaik?, o€ MIAPUE KOV Y1 EKOKNAN. AUT? TIOL P?XVEL 0 7B AVTA00L EVaI VO yIaT? KAl Va
CUYWV?UN ATT? TOV LTI 2TI0 TOU OVIKO?. AAA? TA TPAUATA YVOVTAL TIOA? THO TEP?TAOKA 2TaV O1Y?
OlY? ELTAKOVTAL VIO 7AAN0 TR?0WTD 0TV 10TOP20.

- Sorry, but you got the wrong boys here, Ludlow.
-1 know that | got the right boys. You are the one who got the wrong boys Mr. McCormack.

Kal t7pa TR?MEl va ava@epB? Eav? TG X ?pNKa T12pa TIOA? 211 VA 1?1010 B72ua dev EET?0TNKE ATT?
NV NOIK? TN aLTOdIK?20¢ KOl TOL LTEPAVOP?IIOU, dNAND? €V ?TaV NBIK? VO YVEL 0 YEPTKOC



BITQAVTE Kal va apx?el va OKOTVEL a TIPOC Va PAd TA 2TOUA TIOL EVETA?KNCAV GTO VO,
ETEIO? TO OIKOCTIK? G?0TNUO TNC 'murica?Xvel ooT?Ad. AVTOUTO?, N "eKd7KNan" ?pxXETal Y?0a a?
TO BALUUVO BAZUpa TOL AVTAOOU, TIOL TTVTO B0 EUPAV?LETAL OTO HLUOA? GOU 2TAV AUT?C IAPEL
OTTVOVTI 0TOUC SOAOPVOULC. ?XEl K?TOIEG TIOA? BUVAT?C EIKAVEC TIOL By?{oLV duVAT? CUVAICB?UATA
KaB7?¢ Kal Ta KAAGIK?"oneliners' tou K?toap Tou Kal €07 €Al TIOA? 0woT? BaAuva,
TEPIKAE?0VTOC UE EAPXIOTEC APEEIC OAKANPA VOUATA KAl EIKWVEC ATI? ALT? TNV 2rodn yid uva
Kepd?Lel TI?pA TOA? TO BIPA?0, IOT? EV? 2XEL 20 QAIVOUEVIK? PPIKT? ApX?, LET? YVETAL QUT? TIOU
Ba PeAe va dlaP?0€l 0 KABVAC VIO VA VI?0El 2L "E?PEIC K?TIL, LTT?PXOLV KAl Ol VOPWTI TIOU
TPAYUOTIK? QYOTIO Ta OKUAL? KAl B0 2Kavav Ta TTAVTA Yo aUuT? U2Xpl T0 T?A0C". E ?XETE OK7A0
KOTOAOBaVETE TI A2w.

Mo va AZUE KOl T 0pVNTIK? 2UwG, TO BIBA?0 €Aal TOA? HIKP? KAl OgV "aVOETAL" TEPIOC?TEPO
EKT?C TOL AVTAOOUL. Ta LTTPAOI T TP?0WTT ENVOI APKET? AdI 2PoPA KOl TIO TIOA? AEITOVPYOV G
CUUTANPWHOTIK?, IOT? 2101 KOl OAAL?C 0 YEPKOG ENVAL O TIPWTAYWVIOT?G. AAA? B0 TPOTIO?00 va
UTI?PXE AY0 TEEPIOC?TEPN OV2TTITUEN OTIC OIKOYVEIEC TWV QOAOPANV WY VIOT? OK2UA KAl OV yovTal
WWOT? T0 KVNTPA OPKET? VPG, OEV T 70UV va eVaL ETISEPUIK?. KOl yia aUT? OKEPT2UOLV VO
Bada 4 aotepXid, 2AANAEA UWC WUN VIOT? 01 4 TEAELTA?EC OEADEG HIE KOVAV VO BYw TNV QUA?,
VA BPw Ta GKLAL? HOU KAl VO T XA 202w KA YovTaC.

Mo pva aut? 1o BiIPA?0 Hrope? va dlaacte? atr? 2AoU¢, HEY?A0UG KAl [IKPO?C. 200G OpXIK? va
QPAVETAL TIOA? PPIKIOOTIK? 00 820 KOl VO VOU?LETE 2T0C KAl YW, ?T1 N KAT?0TO0N YVETAl
OVEEPAEYKTN 2TWC V1A TP ?OEIYUO OTOLC "ZEeYpa UV ouC” Tou K?toal, aAA? oag dlaBeRal vw, 2Tl
Og CUMPBAVEL T?MOTA ATIOA?TWC ATT? AUT?. OTI?TE TOAU?0TE TO [IAC KOl EAVAI KAl [IKPO7ZAL. Oa TO
BuU?0TE Via TTVTA, THIOTAPTE LIE.

Na onueEIwBe? 2t auT? N 10ToP?0 Bac?(ETAI OE TPAYUOTIK? TEPIOTATIK?. 21w A7l 0 K?toay, €?2Xe
761 € V0 UTIP KOl 0 g7PA0C TOU O UTI?PUAY TOL OVA@?PEL TNV 1OTOP?A, TG TR0 TN Ol ? OK 2TWoaV
VA OK?A0 KOl 0 YEP?KOC Y?XVEL VA BPEl TO d2KI0 TOL OAA? p?taia. Asv 2EepE TI KAT?ANEN €72XE N
1oTOP?0, OTTTE YpaWe 720 dIkI? Tou. EM?ong x1eg €200 TNV TaIv?a Red Tou 2008 UE TIPWIAYLWVIOT?
Tov Brian Cox w¢ AVTA00U, TIOL EVAI APKET? KAA? 0AA? dev T1 Vel TO T?A0¢ ToU BIBA?0L Kal TA
ouvalcB?uata dLoTLX?C. MATWC o0 Brian Cox €val EAVTOOTIK?C 0To P7A0, a?(el va Tou d?0€TE
K720 evkap?a.

Erin *Proud Book Hoarder* says

When most people think of Jack Ketchum, they think of horror. Y ou think of horror again when you read a
book blurb that sounds like amore realistic, friendlier version of Pumpkinhead. So hey, it's a horror story
right?

Well, not really. Life has decided to stop being predictable after all. Red is much more than the typical
revenge story it touts itself as being. Av doesn’t believe a crime can’t be forgiven, but he doesn’t believein
scapegoats, liars, or not manning up to your mistakes and accepting responsibility. This story stands on the
shoulders of alarger one which is slowly revealed to the reader.

The protagonist is an older widow with only his small self-owned store, empty house, and old dog left. They
keep each other company as they’ ve aged together and seen their loved ones pass on. The sympathy stake is



buried firmer since hiswife died tragically, and the dog was a birthday present from her to him. It's not just
anger at the act, but at the senselessness of it that gets to both Av and the reader who follows him on theride.

Ketchum writes with a slow, sweeping grace. Hiswriting is literary, but | do hold qualms with some of his
sentence lengths and comma aversions the first few chapters. Thankfully this settles down.

| applaud the slow, believable progression of anger. The blurb readslikeit's aclassic revenge tale, but it's
really not. The story is more intricate that you' d believe as he goes through every channel he can to try and
see the boys admit to what they did and apologize. It s not just about punishment and getting revenge, but
something for the senseless act, even if it’s only an admission of guilt. The psychology behind this comes out
asthe story unfolds and why thisis so important to the man.

The ending is heartbreaking asit reaches its inevitable conclusion, all that could be avoided, as the
consequences swing to full closure on the karmawhes!.

M ar c-Antoine says

No one writes revenge like Jack Ketchum. A masterpiece in my mind.




