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A cowboy gets a baby surprise from USA TODAY bestselling author Maureen Child

All former marine Jake Hunter wants is peace and quiet. But when his business-minded mother sends her
assistant Cassidy Moore from Boston to see him about a long-standing family dispute, chaos ensues. Their
attraction rages out of control as a snowstorm strands them on his Montana ranch.

Flash-forward fourteen months: Cassie can't bring herself to tell Jake she's had his child. But when his
mother interferes again, Cassie rushes back to Jake…just in time for another blizzard—and for the Christmas
spirit to open one reclusive cowboy's heart.
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From Reader Review The Cowboy's Pride and Joy for online ebook

Melody Cox says

I really enjoyed this book. I have read it several times and highly recommend it.

Trish R. says

Another great Maureen Child book..

I just read a romance before this one and it was awfully boring. Only a 2 star for me, but this one I found
myself enjoying it and laughing out loud throughout the book.

I really liked Jake and Cassidy. Their short affair was steamy and exciting then she left and she had Luke,
and Jake was miserable without her. His mother cracked me up. As if she could take the baby away from
Cass.

I liked Dave and Claudia, Cass’s brother and sister. As well as Ben, Jake’s grandfather, he was a wise old
man. I liked Elise, Jake’s mother, too. I knew she was up to something.

Even though this was only a love story, no spies, no murders, no thieves, no OMG moments, I truly enjoyed
it. It had a little bit of angst and a whole lot of love and some terrific sexual attraction and sex, everything I
look for in a Maureen Child book. This is about the 28th book of hers I’ve read and I’ve enjoyed every one
of them. So, I’m a fan. I’ve already chosen my next book by her, One Night, Two Heirs.

I would recommend this story to all romance lovers.

Susan says

Very good book. Jake came back to the family ranch after his time in the Marines. After his experiences all
he wants is peace, quiet and wide open spaces. His mother isn't happy that he has no interest in the family
media empire back in Boston, but after several years of trying she has accepted his decision. All that remains
is to sign off on the paperwork, so she sends her assistant Cassie to Montana with the paperwork. While she's
there a blizzard strands her on the ranch and their attraction blazes hot. Fourteen months later a threat to her
son sends Cassie to Jake for help. They have to find a way to deal with each other and do what's best for
Luke. To top it all off, another blizzard has them trapped together again.

I really liked both Jake and Cassie. Both of them had things from their pasts that kept them from opening
their hearts to the risks of love. Jake had come back from the war with memories that kept him from being
able to celebrate the joys of the holidays. He also had locked away his heart from risking it on another
woman. He had been married to a woman who hated his life on the ranch and had taken his love and
destroyed it. He no longer trusted both his judgment about women, or that they are honest about their



feelings. When Cassie shows up at the ranch the first time, he's attracted to her but wants her gone as soon as
possible. From the beginning he senses that she's different, but can't bring himself to take a chance. When
she comes back, this time with the son he didn't know about, he knows he's in trouble. He hadn't been able to
forget her. Now it just takes one look at Luke for him to lose his heart to the boy. He's angry that he's missed
out on so much and is determined to keep Cassie and Luke in Montana. He's still refusing to admit that he
has feelings for Cassie because he expects her to be like his ex-wife. But as the blizzard hits and he sees
Cassie doing things his ex never would have done, he wants to believe that she's different. And as the days
go on, Cassie's actions start to tear down the walls that have kept him from believing he has a chance at
happiness. I understood his anger at not knowing about Luke, and loved seeing him get all gooey over the
boy. He may not have been expecting to be a father, but he was determined to be a real one, even if that
meant marrying Cassie. His reasons for not celebrating Christmas were heartbreaking, but I really enjoyed
seeing him get eased back into it by Cassie. When he finally realized what his feelings were and what he had
to do, I loved what he did to show Cassie the truth.

Cassie has also been protecting her heart. As the oldest of three in her family, she remembers when her father
abandoned the family and how hard her mom had to work to support them. Her mom died when Cassie was
nineteen, leaving her to raise her younger brother and sister. Even though her brother is grown, with a family
of his own and her sister is studying to be a doctor, she still avoids anything she considers irresponsible. Her
attraction to Jake goes against everything she believes in, but she also decides that maybe she deserves a bit
of fun. By the time she leaves after the blizzard, she realizes she's in love with him, but also that he has no
interest in being loved by anyone. When she discovers she's pregnant, she doesn't tell Jake, convincing
herself that she's protecting Luke from being abandoned by a man who can't or won't care about him. When
her sister and brother conspire with Jake's mom to send Cassie running back to Jake, Cassie is left with no
choice but to ask for his help. I liked the fact that Cassie admitted that she was wrong about keeping Luke a
secret. She was surprised by Jake's determination to keep them on the ranch and stunned by his insistence
that they marry. She refuses because she's in love with him but can't marry a man who refuses to allow
himself to love her in return. While prevented from leaving by another blizzard, Cassie starts a campaign to
change his mind about Christmas. I loved seeing all the little things she did to bring the holiday back into his
life. I also loved seeing her throw herself into life on the ranch. Unlike Jake's ex, Cassie seemed to love
everything to so with dealing with the blizzard. She also showed a great deal of interest in hearing about
what Jake does with his days, which is more than his ex had ever done. In spite of her happiness on the
ranch, and seeing how great Jake is with Luke, she is still planning to leave. It takes a stern talking to from
her sister for her to realize that she's expecting Jake to do what her father did, and is planning to leave him
before he can leave her, and that she's giving up without fighting for what she wants.

The epilogue was great. I loved seeing everyone a year later, after all their issues have been overcome. The
Christmas setting was terrific with the focus on how important their families were to them.

charmaine White says

Great

Maureen Child came through with a really really good read.Had me laughing and tearing up at the same
time.Next book please.



Kathleen says

A very good read. Maureen Child never fails her fans. I loved the story because it brought two people
together who would otherwise not have met. But fate and mother who love's her son, brings Jake and
Cassidy together and the sparks are flying right from the start.

Jake lives on the family ranch in Montana and wants nothing to do with the business built by his mother and
father a billion dollar media conglomerate. The city is not for him. He needs the wide open spaces of the vast
lands and the wonderful mountains of Montana. He has lots of people around him. His grandfather, the
housekeeper Anna and her husband Charlie, who is the ranch foreman, plus all his cowboys who help him
run the property his grandfather built. And he has his horses. Which are the life blood of his work. And then
she, Cassidy walks into his life and it is never the same again. Cassidy on the other hand arrives in Montana
unprepared for a rugged handsome cowboy who changes every thing in her life, just moments upon meeting
him. Going back to Boston was never in question, until it a snow storm keeps her there longer than she
wanted it to. But that storm brought another in a storm of a different kind in the way of the storm of emotions
that Cassidy and Jake felt with just a touch. At the then end of that snowstorm Cassidy took part of Jake
home and left Jake with a whole in his life. He even got a dog and when Cassidy returns with Jake's son, the
little boy and Christmas have away of putting everything in the right way to become a Family that both Jake
and Cassidy always wanted...

Angel says

4.5 stars

Amanda Butler says

Is there anyone out there who doesn't love a story about two people being snowed in together? And a man
struggling with his demons and finding out after the fact that he is a father? Those thoughts went through my
mind while reading this story...which I loved.

Mem says

Dec 2014 Desire

Kiki says

Hero never chased heroine. Didn’t even call her. Specifically told her he didn’t want her or a family around.
So his realisation and declarations of love not only didn’t ring true but sounded like a blatant lie he’s using to
keep his baby and making the mother of his baby his wife.

Heroine’s ego was hurt because he never chose her, so she hid the pregnancy. She was right. He would and



did see her and baby as an obligation and was prepared to do the right thing. That’s insulting to both heroine
and the baby. He may have come to love the baby after seeing him, but how would she know? She was
protecting both the men she loved. It still didn’t make it easy for me to support her decision to keep the
pregnancy to herself. Even if she did the wrong thing for the right reasons.

Hero did NOT want heroine. But he wanted the baby and from never even making the effort to call her
suddenly she’s the love of his life. Try harder Maureen Child.

Harlequin Books says

"Child’s latest has passionate characters with equally passionate encounters. A dollop of steam, great
character development and an adorable baby make it a top-notch read" (RT Book Reviews, 4 1/2 stars).

Miniseries: Billionaires and Babies

Jonita says

Loved this book is very well written sweet without controlling hero or doormat heroine my favorite kind

Anita says

4.5 stars. Really well paced and well written, a favourite for sure.

Audrey Lei Lacambra says

A nice book to read if you want a quick and simple romance book. The story was fast paced and kinda short
but simple to me.

I rate it 4.0 out of stars

Sharon Means says

Quick easy read. Thoroughly enjoyable.

Stephanie says

It was a nice read. There were parts where the author could have gone more and in depth to. I would have
liked the H/h connect (at first) more than one a physical level. Since she was stranded there to begin with,



she could always have used her "forthright" trait to knack conversation outta him or put them in a situation
where they could have been exposed to their vulnerabilities or whatever. But as a christmas read, pretty solid
:-)


