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From Reader Review Blue Chameleon for online ebook

Carmel Hill says

Readers will feel for the poor Chameleon as he looks high and low (literally), trying to find a friend. As well
as exploring friendship, Blue Chameleon is perfect for pre-readers who are learning colours and shapes. The
hand-drawn, pencil illustrations are bold, clear and fun. It has very simple text, often one or two words only
per page, some encased in speech bubbles. A single word is featured at the top right or left of most pages, eg
yellow (right), banana (left).I have the paperback version and was pleased to note that teachers will find the
images big enough for group storytime. This is great little, feel-good book that's both engaging and
educational.

Emily says

Poor, lonely blue chameleon. He can turn into anything, and blend in anywhere, but despite this wonderful
ability, blue chameleon cannot find anyone who wants to be his friend.

Enchanting colored pencil drawings and excellent use of color, expression, and symmetry will delight
readers as chameleon struggles to find a friend.

Misty Mount says

My little one liked this especially since he could read most of it on his own :)

Suse says

So, I loved the illustrations. They were adorable and I could look at them for a very long time. But the actual
book was less than exciting. I can tell you what my response would have been at 4..it would have been "huh?
let's move on."

oliviasbooks says

I do understand and like the message: Find friends that do not require you to bend, to change, to pretend
being a copy of them. Find someone who lets you be you.

But on the other hand I do not support the underlying philosophy that life is easier and happier if you stay
with your own kind, your own people, exactly your brand of individuality.
Getting to know 'others' and their way of life without turning into them can be fun and interesting, too.



Jennifer B. says

Makes for a cute picture book, but the message may be mixed.

Arminzerella says

Emily Gravett’s books are always beautifully, creatively, artfully designed, and Blue Chameleon is no
exception. Blue Chameleon is lonely, but looking for friendship. He changes his colors every couple pages as
he tries to make himself look like whatever he encounters next. When none of them respond to his overtures,
he goes gray like a rock – giving up – then white like the pages of his book, almost disappearing completely.
Finally, another chameleon, bright with splashes of color, finds and befriends him and both are deliriously
happy. Simple language (one word on each page, plus whatever the Chameleon has to say) describes the
colors, patterns, shapes, and identities of each of the creatures/things/inanimate objects Chameleon meets on
each page. This is a clever and fun concept book, with a very appealing protagonist.

The Library Lady says

Okay, so here is the question:is the point "you can only have friends just like you" or is it "people who like
you will like you as you are--don't try to change to fit in"?

Not sure. Also not sure kids will care, as they'll just enjoy watching Chameleon change color and shape and
will be happy to see him make a friend.

Adeline Gravell says

A bright and engaging book that can be used with new readers, also teaches them about how chameleons
changer the colour of their skin depending on who/what they are around!

Westerville says

"How does she do it? Utterly charming. Blue chameleon is . . . blue, as in lonely. He tries to find a friend by
mimicking a variety of creatures (from a banana to a cowboy boot) with no luck. Predictably he finds a
fellow chameleon and together they d...moreHow does she do it? Utterly charming. Blue chameleon is . . .
blue, as in lonely. He tries to find a friend by mimicking a variety of creatures (from a banana to a cowboy
boot) with no luck. Predictably he finds a fellow chameleon and together they display their true colors -- an
array of bright colors in a happy dance at the end. Though it is not a new story, the artwork is remarkable.
The text is minimal -- just one word to a page in most cases, with a word or phrase of greeting from the
chameleon. Wow." - Robin, Youth Services Librarian

Reserve a library copy!



Dani - Perspective of a Writer says

Check out more picture book reviews @ Perspective of a Writer...

Blue chameleon is well, blue... he's lonely and so tries to mimic others so they will be friends with him! He
is finally successful at finding a friend when he stays himself and finds someone who is full of differences
but shares the same values as he does toward color and pattern!

I can see where this story could be problematic for an older crowd who is aware of the great differences
between people... but for a younger-ish group who sees all people as people just as all chameleons are
chameleons its quite spot on!

My nephew and I TOTALLY picked this book due to the illustrations... Beautiful colored pencils he was
enchanted that the tool he most used made these drawings too! We loved the white chameleon where raised
glossiness is used to make an invisible outline... so clever! I was fond of the grasshopper page too!
Sometimes in our efforts to gain friends we chase away those very souls we seek to catch.

Our favorite hands down are the two new chameleon friends who were different but the same too! I think this
book could teach a very basic idea that we are ALL the SAME but ALL DIFFERENT at the same time! And
that is what makes friends!

I would have loved a few more words because it would make the book last longer and could act as an
explanation barrier to keep from misunderstandings but I still enjoyed the book whole-heartedly as it is... Not
quite a necessity for a home library I still think it would make a stellar find for an art loving child or one
attracted to color and creation!

BOTTOM LINE: Blue Chameleon Makes a Friend!

______________________
You can find this review and many others on my book blog @ Perspective of a Writer. See my picture book
reviews in a special feature called Boo's Picture Gallery...

Cheryl says

Oh! Much more light and simple than I expected, based on the other Gravett titles that have impressed me.
There's, what, about 20 total words in this book that uses 'colors' to teach about friendship....

But I feel I ought to mention that it's pretty easy to read a negative subtext into the story. A reader could get
the message that it's ridiculous to make friends with others, that clans should cohere, and that everyone else
is 'other.' Why the heck can't a chameleon and a grasshopper be friends? Why can't a Jew and an Arab be
friends? I do like the body language of the sad chameleon, though, as he tries to be empathetic and akin to
the grasshopper, and the cockatoo, etc.



Cleo Jones says

Yet another beautifully illustrated story which tells the tale of a sad blue chameleon that is hoping to make
friends. Despite changing colour to emulate the colour of a green grasshopper, swirly snail, etc he is never
quite able to 'fit in'. Although a seemingly light hearted read, the underlying message is powerful ; you
should never change yourself in order to please others. It could also be used to introduce phonetics.

Heidi-Marie says

Love it! A great way to show colors (or patterns). Love the colored pencil illustrations. Loved seeing the
chameleon mimic the items in posture as well as color. Loved that they included white. Even loved how they
did the publication information at the beginning of the book! Just an all-around simple book to make me
smile. Some parts might be over the heads for a toddler group, maybe not. But I think it would be a fun filler
for a preschool group. An excellent lap-read if you point out the chameleon's mimicking.

1/25/12 I loved this so much that I wanted to use it in storytime. Then I began to worry about how I would
do so. Especially since my first storytime group tends to me rather large (~60). So I had an idea to have
cutouts of each item the chameleon encounters, and have them taped on the board. I stood and held the book
for each page spread as I showed the pictures and asked what item he encountered. I had them notice how the
chameleon was imitating the object, and I had them repeat what the chameleon said to the item. Then I held
up two different colors or patterns, and the kids had to pick which one was correct for the item on the page.
(I held them under papers with "1" and "2" on them so they could just say the #.) When they guessed
correctly, I had them tell me what the correct color or pattern was. One would think that might have been
way too much for them, but it was perfect! And the white page worked quite well, since I was already
standing, so I could bring it closer to each child and ask if they saw the chameleon. The kids loved it and I
had a lot of fun, too. I love it when a simple activity--and one with more than one part to it--work well.

I'm even more in love with this book now.

I suppose a toddler adapation could use the item cutouts, and then have them tell me the color or pattern,
which I can put up next to the item.

3/8/12 With the impromptu age 0-5 storytime I had to do, I grabbed an already made and done activity to do.
Luckily the set-up worked in the branch. The kids enjoyed telling me the colors and guessing which was
which. A little awkward in the setting, since I had to sit while holding them over and under "1" and "2," but
the kids didn't mind. It was a good book and activity to get me more comfortable in the library setting.

2/12/14 Perfect! Used in my "Love" theme prepping for Valentine's Day. They enjoyed the activity. Loved
seeing him shape himself like the objects, and the older kids picked up the smallest details from those
shapes. And they LOVED when they were able to see him on the white page. Love this book. :-)

5/6/15 Used in my "Books I Love Because Mom Taught Me to Read" theme. I put this in as part of the
Literacy Moment and used the activity I previously created. But instead of using 1 and 2, I progressed in the
#s: 3 and 4, 5 and 6, etc. So each child took a turn and told me what the object on the page was, and then
picked which color/patter was correct by telling me the correct #. Went really well. The book got a bit lost as
far as story. But everyone had a turn by the time we got to white, which totally brought them back to the



story. They love that part so much. Made the colorful ending really fun, too. Definite success.

7/11/16 Used in Movement storytime with no activity. Just had them tell me the color or pattern, and try to
imitate like the chameleon. They LOVE the white page, and the ending, too!

10/19/16 & 10/20/16 Used in Odd Animals Toddler theme. Took my activity and adapted it. On the flannel
board I put up the squares of colors and patterns. Then I put all the objects above. The idea on the first day
didn't work (passing the object over the squares until we got to the right one), so I went Blue's Clues on the
2nd day (which had been my initial plan, but I experimented instead) and it worked perfectly.

10/3/18 Forgot to put planned storytime books on hold. So I had to grab what was on the shelf the night
before. Decided on an "Old Favorites" theme. Pulled this for Literacy Moment and pulled out my activity.
(Working on numbers, essentially.) But we only had 2 kids, and both new. So it didn't go as well as they took
turns. But then for the rest of the book I just held up the two squares and had them call out color or pattern.
They enjoyed that and liked the ending.

Atziri says

A story of a sad blue chameleon that is hoping to make friends. He changes colors to emulate the color of a
green grasshoppers, swirly snail, among others. This is his attempt to "fit in", but he still seems to feel sad
and doesn't make friends. This for me was a bit bizarre. Why would you want to change your colors to blend
in? There is something wrong if you try so hard. And, even if you do blend in, why would it still not work?
Just for this point, I am not completely enamored with the story. At the end, the chameleon almost disappears
turning himself transparent. Then, when he is almost gone, he finds another bright and colorful chameleon
and all is well.

The book is a great way to introduce the concept of "feeling blue", colors and shapes. I think it could also be
a good way to talk about the things that make us different, but still be friends.


