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HE HAD TO FACE THE TOUGHEST JOB OF HISLIFE. AND HE NEVER ONCE THOUGHT HE'D BE
ON HIS OWN.

Harry had it all: a beautiful wife, an adorable four-year-old son, and a high-paying mediajob. But on the
eve of histhirtieth birthday, with one irresponsible act, he threw it all away. Suddenly he finds himself an
unemployed single father trying to figure out how to wash his son's hair the way Mommy did and whether
green spaghetti is proper breakfast food. This brilliantly engaging novel will tug at your heart as Harry learns
to become afather to his son and a son to his aging father, takes stabs at finding new love, and makes the
hardest decision of hislife.
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From Reader Review Man and Boy for online ebook

Sunni says

Thisis an engaging, smooth read and | would have rated it higher had | never read/seen "Kramer v. Kramer."
| really felt this was borderline plagarism and was very surprised the author could get away with recreating
so much of that story, right down to details like carrying the child when he isinjured on the playground. | am
also surprised that 25 years later this story plays well. When Kramer came out, most men didn't have a clue
about real hands-on parenting and a man with custody was unheard of ...the "Mr. Mom" stories made great
fodder. Today, I'd be hard-pressed to think of ayoung father who does not fully participate in every aspect of
parenting (not housework mind you...we haven't come THAT far!). The protaganist does have some self-
discoveries that were not covered in Kramer, but mostly it is the same book.

| oanna says

Me 1?mota 2uwg!

Hoa T??ng Vi says

- Cu?n nay khi?n minh ph?i vi?t review cho né t?ng phan 20?n m#t.

Khi ??2c xong r2 minh m? hi?u ravi sao minh c? th?y r2m rt, b?c b trong [Gc ?2c, 26 lavi n6 th?c t? qua,
chén th?c ?2n m?c khi?n minh khéng ch?u ch?p nh?n th? mané ?? c?p ?2n. Th? nh?ng 2 ?2n cu?i ra s?
nh?n ra, con hg?? du ?26i 14c ich k? vah? h?t thi khi yéu h? c?ng s? tim racéch ?? tr? nén rng [1?72ng h?n, du
lar?t kho. Var?ng khdng ai ¢6 th? s?ng méi trong nh?ng bai hat ¢?, nhi?u m?ng m?, th?c t? nhi?u khi ?ang
ghét nh? m?t b?n rap nhi?u céu t?c t?u, ho?c tr? nén ¢?m ghét no ho?c h?c cach ?2 di?n va mang cho nd m#
y ngh?akhéc. T2 c? ph? thu?c vao cach nhin c?am? ng??i.

- Minh ?ang ? 3/4 quy?n sé&ch -

Ho?c 4/5 gi ?6. Ch?a c6 cu? nao maminh g?m lau nh? cu?n nay. Cé th?lavi ch?ak? hén nén v minh n6
[am? moén khé nu?t. C6 v? nh? suy 20én c?aminh v? s? r’n nt gi?a GinavaPat h? qua Minh hy v?ng 2
m? con h? ?n. Cyd lam? ¢d gé khdng t? n?u khéng mu?n ndi 1at?. Duy nh?t Harry 1a minh khéng ?a ?27c.
Nh?ng t? m?t céi [aanh tacé m? 6ng b? vam? bam? tuy? v2. Minh con khong them c? ¢?m nh?n céu ch?.
Vi né quéa hi?n th7c.

- Review cho n?a ??u -

Ch?ac6 cu?n sach nao ma minh v?a ??c v?ab?c b? nh? cu?n ndy. Cé 1?1ado quan 2?m cadnhan. Minh
khdng ch?p nh?n ??2c ca cach maHarry ?2 di”n v? cu?c hdn nhén c?a anh ta sau khi ?at? tay phav? né.
Anh takhéng hi?2u. Khéng hi?u ???c |a chinh anh talang?? phav? m? th?, [am nd bung bét c? ra. Th?m chi
anh ta con khdng m?y may th?y h?2i h?n v? vi?c ngo?i tinh. Maminh calah?n 90% ?an 6ng hi?n ?2 suy
ngh? nh? v?y. Anh ta con khéng thém néi v? b? m? anh ta v? chuy?n minh ngo?i tinh nén b? v? b?. H? 72n
gi?n m?c ?72nh s? b? 7 c?a Ginalahanh ??ng thi?u suy ngh? c?acd ?y thdi. Ma Gina c?ng lam minh b?c
khoéng t? n?i. Co ?y b? 2 t?7n Nh?t B?n vab? 1?2 ??acon trai ¢?a minh cho m?t ng??i cha makhdng bi?t minh
lam sai ? 2au. Y minh mu?n ndi, 1am sao ¢d y ¢6 th? b? 12 ??acon c? ch?? céi 1lc th?ng bé nga suyt ron
x??ng s?thi c6 ?y ? céi ch? ch?t ti?t nao? Var? tr? con thi d? thay 7?72, r2 trong m?t con trai, ¢ ?y s? thanh
m?t bam?ich k?, r2i nh?ng rn n?t tinh ¢?m, r?2i s?1ac? cu?c 22 ph? h? h?n. Macb ?y thi x?ng ?ang v
nh?ng th? h?n th?.



Oi, minh khéng bi?t n?a, ch? lath?y r2t b?c b?i.

Natalee says

| really wanted to read this book and finally got round toit. | felt it started with a bit of promise but kind of
didn't get better.

Meet Harry, happily married with alittle boy and a good job. He cheats on his wife and she leaves him and
also his contract isn't renewed at work. Hiswife is very upset as she gave up her dream to go to Tokyo to be
with Harry and decides that she's going to go as aresult. She leaves their son behind and Harry now has to be
aparent to his son, ajob that took him 10 minutes a day previously. He does step up to the plate and makes a
go of it but till feelslike the injured party in the whole situation. Thiswas annoying. | mean, Harry seems
like a nice enough guy but apologise to your wife and accept you did wrong. And no, you don't get a medal
for being asingle father for a short time. Gina annoyed me to an extent too, she just left her son and went to
Tokyo, Seriously? Harry's parents were likable though and added a nice tough. I'm glad Harry accepted the
challengesin raising his son, but he had little choice anyway. And the book ended the way | thought it would
so thereis an element of predictability.

Onethisl didn't like was - they are in England but mum is'mom’ in the book. And they talk about soccer. It
would have been good to use the English terms and spellings. My book isaUS version but everyone knows
that mum and Football are the same as mom and Soccer.

Sarah says

How on earth did this sell amillion copies?? Do not read!!

Rosie Nguy?n says

V?a ??2c xong 1 quy?n tinh cha con d?? géc nhin c?a ??a con xong chuy?n sang tinh cha con d?? goc nhin
c?ang?? cha B? ?nh h??ng c?m xUc s?2t m??t c?a quy?n tr??2c sao 20 khong bit ma that thit su2t 207n ?2u,
?thi ch?ng ph?i 17 gi?i thi?u 2ala "M 2t ¢l ?anh d? d? vao ¢?m xdc c?ang?? ??2c sao”, bi?n minh ch? nh
?2nh khoéng ch?u minh mit 72, ha ha.

?m céi nay thi t? duy rt ph??ng tay, hai h??c, th?ng th?n, ly tri, t2nh tdo. C6 nhi?u suy ngh? rt sdu s v?
cu?c 77, v? kho?ng céach th? h?, hdn nhén, gia 7inh, ??2i 107 th?.

N?u ??27c 1?7a ch?n thi tha ? gia ch? khong 1am h?ng cu?c 2?2 minh va con minh theo ki?u cac nhan vt trong
truy?n. Hay da, ai ndi single lakh?. Single s??ng 1?m ch?, h? h?.

Hay, happy ending. Cac b?n Tay vi?t thi th??ng hdng mu?n k2t thic 1? 1?ng tr2t qu?t ki?u m?y b?n Nh?t.




Miran says

*xx%x SPOILERS AHEAD (but maybe they will help Y ou to skip this book, | hope)******

Whole book | was waiting for main character to realize his mistake, that sleeping with another woman
besides hiswife, EVEN FOR ONE NIGHT, isWRONG. That's the only reason | kept reading. But my
waiting didn't pay off. Through whole book | was reading Harry's wining how lifeis unfair, how everyoneis
talking to him that he is hopeless romantic (wtf???), how heisthe victim that wife left him. He also didn't
tell his parents that he cheated on his wife, so they also fell sorry for him. He didn't have ajob and didn't
come to mind that he could sell his sports car so he could pay off mortgage on house - | feel the only reason
for this stupidity isto feel sorry for him after some hooligans tear roof of the car.

In short, after the fact that HE cheated on his wife, that huge and only important matter in the book, isn't
emphasized but disregarded, everything elseis just b* shit. There's so many idiotic sentencesin the book.

I don't know what was the point of the book, really. The world isNOT to blame for you cheating on your
wife, the problem is Y OU, and everything that comes with it is also your fault.

NebojSa Petkovi? says

Mene je ova knjiga poprili?no dotakla. Iskreno nisam to o?ekivao, uzevs je vise redaradi nego neke
preterane zainteresovanosti. | kada sam po?injao sa 7itanjem, zngju? siZze, smatrao sam dasu "bolesti" koje
inicirgju sled doga?aja glavnog protagoniste, u mom slu?aju uveliko prevazi?ene (moja kriza srednjih godina
moze sada da se premesti deceniju kasnije od njegovih). Druga stvar, nisam opsednut tim svakodnevnim
problemima savremenog ?oveka, bar ne u tolikoj meri da bih smatrao kako se od toga moze napraviti veliko
knjiZzevno delo, a da se ne za?e u domen popularne (lake) psihologijei sl. Me?utim, "naSa0" sam se u njoj na
toliko mnogo ravni dame je sve to nakraju bas potreslo.

Izuzetno delo puno toplinei istine.

Velika preporuka za sve o?evei sinove.

Meliana says
reading "Man and Boy" islike listening to an easy-listening pop song. it is sweet, easy to guess, nothing in
particular. it goeswell, as usual, and everybody likesit. it isjust; i am not really into pop music.

though is beatifully written, i dont find any sense to fill up my soul after reading this book. it isjust atoo-
easy-to-guess and happy ending story, good for the young couples.

i think it will be better if the story of the father and the son (read: man and boy) is brought up more deeply
and emotionally.




Michael says

Harry Silver has everything that most people would envy to have: a beautiful spouse,great job in the media
and awonderful son. On the other hand, while most will love to have that kind of life, they do not realize the
sacrifice that comes with it. Harry threw it all away after a one night stand, now he strugglesto being asingle
parent and his ex often wonders if he is capable of taking on such a big responsibility. Raising his son alone
isreally hard, he asks common questions such as: Should you eat green spaghetti for breakfast? s his son
really the most beautiful son in the world or isthat just atrend that goes around? Is hefit to be a parent?
Ginaregrets that she left her child with Harry, so she wants him back in her life, although sheisin Tokyo
trying to have afresh start. It does not get any better that Harry's father health is dying and heisfalling in
love at the wrong time. He soon has to make a decision that is best not only for himself but for his dear son
that he adores. Thisis awitty, insightful and inspirational about making the right choices in the end.

Naomi says

Truth. That'swhat | kept thinking as | was reading this book. It's true and it's raw. It's sad and it's happy.
Tony Parsons has a certain way of making the characters so readl. | felt | knew Harry Silver. Really knew
him, asafriend.

| guess staries like this don't really need to be complicated to really draw readersin. In the first few chapters
| was devastated when Gina and Harry break up. | actualy felt pain for Harry during histiny mid-life crisis
when he slegps with another woman. The book puts across the reality that islife. That relationships can't be
al romance al thetime. The fact that people do fall in and out of love. The pressure that people havein
today's society to be happy and romantic all the time. | don't know why people kid themselves into thinking
being with someoneis an easy task. It's really not, espeically when you're with eachother for life and have a
family.

It made me empathise with little Pat, a child of divorce. The mgjority of my friends and exfriends have had
divorced parents but they never really talk about it. What it was like when they intially split up. I'm so very
lucky to have parents that have stayed together. The book bringsto light the horrendous damage that divorce
can bring upon a child and a parent. The quote that really got me;

"You need alicense to drive a car. You need alicense to own adog, but anyone can bring a child into the
world." It'strue. Of course I'm not at liberty to really give my oppinion on parenting and in some cases- love
itself. I'm only seventeen.

I've kinda veered off the point of thisreview. In anutshell, | totally loved it. The truth of life that nothing is
really a happy ending. It's sad, but true and that's what | really like in abook :)

Canada says

| definately preferred "About a Boy"- Nick Hornby has no competition whatsoever from Tony Parsons.
Parsonstries to be funny. Fails, of course, but then it's made more pathetic by the fact that he totally pullsthe
heart strings to their fullest extent at the end. And that doesn't quite work. It was aimost boring. Almost as
bad as Jack Sheffield! [ That's saying something:].



James says

For the most part pedestrian, relying on stereotypical characters and clichéd narrative — Tony Parson’s mildly
diverting novels certainly served a purpose in the late 1990's/ early 2000’ s when they first starting coming
out — giving permission and opening the door the perhaps previously non-book reading 30/40-something
lads/men to read about and indulge in stories of other men and the various life dilemmas faced by the pre-
millennial male in modern society, providing characters they could identify with and life choices they could
relate to.

Ultimately though, these novels are uninspiring, verging on the lazy. After the success of ‘Man & Boy’ the
following novels from Parsons essentially followed and relied on the same narrative template.

Whatever happened to the former ‘enfantsterrible’ of the UK music press, who along with Julie Burchill
terrorised the staid, conservative and self-indulgent writings of their elder music journalist peers? Well |
guessthey grew up, like we al do — but maybe along the way some of that fire has certainly been lost, that
attention grabbing and exciting music journalism became by comparison, utterly mundane in these generic
‘modern/contemporary’ novels. These novels by Tony Parsons, whilst largely proficient, lack excitement and
inspiration — ultimately betraying al that early promise. Unless of course all that *kicking against the
establishment’ was merely a pose, a pretension symptomatic of the time and perhaps rooted in an underlying
and cynical careerist agendaall along —who knows?

Whilst Parson was initially kicking against the establishment back in the late 1970’ s, he then quite decidedly
became the establishment — an inevitable transition perhaps, but such a ‘revolt into style’ doesn’'t necessarily
have to equate to such aliterary decline. Where Parsons once had so much to say, there now seems so little
to be told. Parsonsis now reportedly a staunch supporter of the UK Conservative Party and now apparently
rails against people having tattoos...need | say more?

There isin the end, nothing particularly bad about these novels —they are proficient and mildly diverting, but
they do lack any real excitement, seem bereft of inspiration and are — ultimately disposable.

Lucy van_pelt says

Chick lit for boys.

Uyén Khoi says

Minh bi?t t?i cu?n sach nay ??u tién qua m?t cau trich d?n ? fanpage Nha Nam, sau ?6 thi trét yéu m?t cai bia
nén mua ngay.

Cau chuy?n k?v? c?p v? ch?ng c??2 s?m, r?i Iy hdon vi m?t ly do kha c? chu?i. Nh?ng minh ngh? 26 c?ng



khéng h?n lam? cau chuy?n bu?n khi mat? 26 Harry ?a h?c ???c cach tr? thanh m?t 6ng b? t2t, m2t ??0
di?n tai, m?t ng??i con cd hi?u vaquan trng nht [aanh ?atim ??2c m?t ng?? "cd cai mi?ng v?akhit v
anh theo ki?2u khédng m?t cai mi?ng nao ?at?ng, v?a v m?t cach hoan h?o".

Cau chuy?n khéng c6 qua nhi?u k?ch tinh, ?6 1ali do t? sao minh ?2c n6 1au ?2n v?y. L? raminh s? ?anh gia
th?p h?n, nh?ng vi ¢ nh?ng 7 2u nho nh? trong cu? sach nay 1am minh thich vac?ng vi né cé m# cai k2t

th2t 22p.




