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School psychologist Skye Denison has been waiting forever for her happily-ever-after with police chief
Wally Boyd. But her bliss threatens to unravel on the very first day of their luxurious honeymoon cruise,
when Skye becomes convinced that she has glimpsed her mother on board! Surely even momzilla May
wouldn’t have manipulated Wally into booking the same trip that her knitting group is taking…or would
she?

May’s possible presence can’t cool Skye and Wally’s ardor on their personal Love Boat, but discovering
knitting expert Guinevere Stallings as she lies dying from a stab wound leaves them untangling the clues of
yet another murder investigation rather than getting tangled in the sheets. Since Skye found the body, she’s
considered a top suspect, but she’s far from the only one. Guinevere’s imperious ways needled nearly
everyone, and she left an impressive number of enemies. It’s up to the crafty newlyweds to figure out which
of the wronged parties was angry enough to cast Guinevere off…permanently.
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From Reader Review Murder of a Needled Knitter for online ebook

Candace Davidson says

LOVED IT LOVED IT LOVED IT! One particular chapter is the best!

**Spoiler alert**
I liked how Skye and Wally both stood up for Skye, when it came to how May treats her.

Meredith VanOordt says

I love this series, but this one had too much food description!

Casceil says

I am a long-time fan of this series, which is pretty consistently amusing. In this latest book, the author plays
it somewhat straighter than usual, with more focus on plot and less on laughs. The mystery is competently
executed, if not as funny as some of the earlier books in the series.

Lisa says

Skye and her new husband take a honeymoon cruise only to find folks from home aboard it. When the nasty
leader of her mother May's on-board knitting group is found murdered, May becomes the primary suspect.
Thus, Skye and the gang focus on finding the real killer in order to clear May's name. I have been with this
series since its debut and have always related to Skye's character for a variety of reasons. Early on, I was a
huge fan and turned many of my family and friends onto the series. As more romance was introduced into
the series, I’ve watched some of those friends leave the series behind. In all honesty (and it pains me to write
this), I have very mixed feelings about this installment. On the positive side, I thought the mystery itself was
quite good; I was kept guessing as to the identity of the killer(s) until near the end. The subplots were okay.
And, I enjoyed getting to know their friends better (no spoilers here) and to learn some of the behind-the-
scenes workings of the cruise ship. However, it was just far too "convenient" to have her parents and friends
aboard the same ship. I grew up in a small town, and if I knew that all those people were going on a cruise at
the same time I was, you can bet I would have checked as to what cruise they were on. And, it's her
honeymoon! I was shocked that they spent so much time with the others even when they weren't trying to
solve the murder. As much as I love and adore my family, if my mother were to constantly speak to me in
such a critical and sexist manner, we'd have to have a serious talk. I was glad that Skye's husband spoke up
for her, but he shouldn't have to. Skye should. To me, Skye just didn’t seem like herself in this book. The
character of May seems to have become far more critical and unlikeable to me as the books have progressed.
It's gotten to a point where I'm almost hoping she is the culprit one day so they haul her away. And, Skye's
dad seemed a lot more surly in this book as well. Where's the quiet, kind soul who is always on his
daughter's side? And, what grandparents-to-be, especially ever-controlling May, go on vacation right when
their first grandchild is due to arrive anyway? I've resigned myself to the fact that I will never accept who



Skye married (not that I wanted her to marry the other guy, either). There's just something about this guy I
don't completely trust. And, keeping his background a secret is growing a wee bit tiresome for me. I’d be
upset if my close friends and family repeatedly deceived me in such a way. The fact that this story takes
place seven years prior to the book’s publication throws me as a reader off a bit, too, as it is semi-current but
not so current that I can recall what all was and wasn’t available then. To top it all off, this story took place
on a cruise - on a boat - on the ocean. I really hate the water, so I knew going into it that I wouldn't like that
aspect of it. Besides, I missed Scumble River. There was some foreshadowing at the end that I certainly hope
against hope is misleading. In summary, I liked the actual mystery, but I was not a fan of the personal story
and some of the “coincidences” that set up the story. Now that the wedding and honeymoon are out of the
way, I’m hoping future installments will focus more on what won my heart in the first place all those years
ago – the mystery – and that the characters (including Skye) will return to normal.

Cindy says

The Scumble River Mystery series is a fun series to read. The books are pretty short and they are fast and
funny reads. School psychologist Skye Denison gets into all kinds of trouble when she plays around as an
amateur investigator in each book. The mysteries are full of twists, turns and surprises and there are always
plenty of suspects to choose from. I almost never know for sure whodunit until fairly close to the end. The
whole series makes for excellent pool or beach reads for the summer.

Samantha Ania says

One of my least favorite books in the series. May was so frustrating. Wally and Skye were kind of
nauseating.

Smitten says

Originally post on Smitten by Books Blog

For fans of: Jessica Beck

Wally Boyd and Skye Denison are finally husband and wife, and to celebrate, they’re spending a week
sailing the Caribbean aboard the Diamond Countess. Sounds like a romantic way to start a new life, right?
And it would be – were Skye’s best friend Trixie, Trixie’s husband Owen, and Skye’s parents, May and Jed,
not on the same cruise. May claims she had no idea Skye and Wally booked the same trip as her knitting
group, U-Knitted Nations, but Skye’s positive she’s there to mettle.

The newlyweds are determined not to let anything or anyone distract them from their honeymoon, but when
the woman in charge of U-Knitted Nations is stabbed in the neck with a pair of knitting needles and May
becomes the prime suspect, Skye and Wally are forced to set down their champagne flutes and don their
sleuthing caps. Can the gang from Scumble River catch the real killer and save the day, or will Skye’s
mother be forced to walk the plank for a murder she didn’t commit?



Murder of a Needled Knitter is the seventeenth full-length installment in Denise Swanson’s Scumble River
Mystery series. While this book isn’t terrible, there’s not much to recommend it, either. Swanson’s setup is
cute; because the story takes place on a cruise ship, it’s essentially a locked-room mystery. Unfortunately,
though, while the concept has great potential, Swanson never fully capitalizes on it, nor does she ever
successfully establish the stakes. Sure, Skye’s mother is a suspect, but ship security doesn’t seem all that
interested in investigating or prosecuting the crime, and because the boat’s at sea, US laws don’t apply, so
it’s not like there’s any genuine concern May will be arrested or charged.

The pace is slow; there’s very little action, tension, or drama; and too many scenes do little if anything to
forward the plot. Swanson introduces a fair number of suspects with viable motives, but she never really
develops any of them beyond rough sketches, and her main characters aren’t terribly well drawn, either. Skye
spends most of the book obsessing over calorie counts, drinking Diet Coke, and observing how her new
husband’s pants ride low on his hips; Wally runs around giving orders and making suggestive comments
about his new wife; and May, Jed, Trixie, Owen essentially function as a Greek chorus. The dialogue is
forced and artificial, as are the character interactions. The plot is convoluted, the solution to the mystery feels
arbitrary, and the denouement is ridiculous.

I never once found myself thinking about this book while I wasn’t actively reading it, and I never had
difficulty abandoning it in favor of other activities. If you’re a fan of Denise Swanson’s Scumble River
Mysteries, you may want to borrow Murder of a Needled Knitter from your local library; if you want a
mystery that’ll suck you in and keep you guessing, though, you’d best look elsewhere.

Reviewed by Kat

Elizabeth says

Murder of a Needled Knitter ( #17 in A Scumble River Mystery Series)
By: Denise Swanson
This is the 17th book in A Scumble River Mystery series. Swanson has done it again. I think this is her best
one yet. This is one of those books when you start reading you do not want to put it down till the end. Skye
Denison has waited a long time for Wally Boyd, and now they are on their honeymoon on a cruise.. Who do
you think that Skye thinks that she saw the first day , yes her mother ,May. Surely May would not do
something like book a cruise on the same one as Skye and Wally are on . What is a honeymoon without a
murder? Guinevere, the leader of the knitting club that May and her friends belong to has been found stabbed
with a knitting needle and left to die. To top it all Skye is the one that finds her and that will make her the top
suspect. So now, Skye , Wally, May, and friends are trying to solve a murder. Skye is not the only suspect,
we have May that is also a top suspect and there is the others in the knitting club that did not like their leader.
When Skye found Guinevere, her friend also found some evidence and there is someone who will stop at
nothing to get that evidence.So here we have Skye and Wally solving a murder while on their honeymoon. I
really loved Murder of a Needled Knitter and I know you will too. Grab you a copy and find out more about
Skye, Wally, and who was mad enough to commit murder.
I was given an ARC copy of this book by the author for my honest review, and I have given it.

Eileen says



I am generally a big fan of the Scrumble River series with its folksy, easy way; however, I found this
installment more annoying than fun. The constant references to how lucky Skye was to have married this
remarkable man of her dreams got on my nerves. All Ms. Dennison's stories require some suspension of
belief but the reaction to people crowding in on her honeymoon cruise and her husband's response to Skye's
need to solve the murder is just too much of a suspension for me. Oh well, I look forward to the next
installment and hope the series gets back on track.

Jenn says

I've enjoyed this series relatively well up until now. Good cozy mysteries are hard to come by. Skye has
always struck me as rather prim and prudish, though not as bad as some of the heroines in these books. But
it's because of that fact that THIS book was so cringe-worthy. I KNOW they're on their honeymoon, but all
the lovey-dovey crap made me want to hurl. Also, when did Wally become a hottie? I've always pictured him
as the much more staid, serious option. I get that Skye has always been into him, but I certainly didn't picture
him as the male model version he's presented as here. Maybe I missed something? I don't know. This entire
book made me cringe. I've always enjoyed Skye's parents, but they were just horrible in this book. Who the
hell goes on the same cruise as their honeymooning child? Especially when your other child's wife is about
to have a baby AT ANY MINUTE?! And even if you look past the meddlesome mother, her best friend and
her husband is ALSO on the same cruise? Seriously? Who does that?

Pamela Bodine says

The newest Scumble River mystery has arrived and as usual it did not disappoint! Skye and Wally made it to
the altar and now we get to go on their honeymoon with them. As did, Skye's parents, May and Jed and her
BFF, Trixie and her husband, Owen. It was nice getting to know the parents and friends better. Now maybe
Wally has a new pal in Owen.
The honeymoon cruise was going great until a body is discovered. The whole gang had to work together to
find the real killer, as May was the prime suspect. Throw in some beautiful descriptions of the islands they
visited and the meals they had, you will feel as though you were there and it makes me want to visit the areas
they did. The killer was a total surprise, yet it made sense! There was nothing boring about this story!
Ms. Swanson has kept this series fresh and interesting and making us want more. After 17 books in a series,
it is hard to keep the story going, but Ms. Swanson has done just that. I am so looking forward to hearing
more about Skye and Wally and their family and friends.
If you are like me and always want more after you finish a good book, start with Scumble River and read
them all in order. The progression of the characters is impressive as is all the plots. As you can tell, I am a
huge fan of this series.

Jeanie Jackson says

I am fairly new to Scrumble River and every story is like meeting a new friend. In Murder of a Needled
Knitter we not only get to watch our favorite couple solve a murder with very little official help while they



are on their honeymoon, we get to travel on their first cruise with them and we are not the only ones.
Elements of the cruise and the excitement of cruising are woven into the story in such a way to enhance the
adventure. I was also impressed with how well Ms. Swanson was able to convey the fact that they were
enjoying their honeymoon while staying clearly within the boundaries of the cozy mystery genre. There a
several small but positive shifts in relationships that I was glad to see. This story is one that would be fun to
discuss with friends. It is so great when a series is not static.
I won my copy of this book via the cozy mystery blog, Dru’s Musing.

Kate says

This book was set on a cruise ship which made for the perfect winter read. The way the author described the
events on the ship (bingo, specialty dining, the picture kiosk, the staterooms, etc!) really made me feel like I
was on one of my cruise vacations. They even described the excursions Skye and Wally did on the Caribbean
islands, further setting the scene. A really fun read!

Bunny says

::grips face in hands:: Why do I do this to myself?

If this one sucks, I'm giving up on knitting fiction all together.
-----

Page 5: Wally had won her heart years ago, but their wedding vows had unlocked her soul.

Page 14: "I'm sure we will," Skye cooed as he ran his soapy hands over her back, then commented with a
wicked smile, "It's getting steamy in here. We should have turned on the exhaust fan."

"We don't really need to see anything." Wally's fingers continued their journey south. "We can just feel our
way to paradise."

Page 16: Before stepping inside the restaurant, Wally and Skye used the hand sanitizer dispenser at the
entrance. It took a bit away from the glamour of cruising, but norovirus outbreaks were always a threat on a
ship this size and the resulting gastroenteritis would be a lot worse than the antiseptic odor of the gel.

49: Someone finally dies.



I'm done. Done.

Linda says

I really enjoyed this book. If you didn't want to take a cruise before you started it, you will by the time you
are done. Only Skye would get mixed up in a murder investigation on her honeymoon. Fun adventures
through the Caribbean as she tries to solve the murder with the help of her new husband and a few folks from
home.


