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Andy's life is going nowhere, fast. He left art school with his career all worked out ahead of time, but ...to
say  it didn't work out is the understatement of the century. Unemployed and living with his overbearing
parents, Andy  struggles to keep sight of the lofty goals that once drove him. But it's hard, even when he
reconnects with his old art school crush, Yumi. Things look better, briefly, with Yumi back in the picture and
an actual job offer on the table. But then Andy takes the job offer--to work at a zoo--and finds himself in an
alternate dimension. The zoo? It's run by aliens. The exhibit? It's him.  Derek Kirk Kim is back with an
offbeat, poignant new project. The first volume of a series, Tune is a science fiction comedy, but it's also a
smart and affectionate examination of human nature.
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From Reader Review Tune: Vanishing Point for online ebook

Adriana says

http://shesgotbooksonhermind.blogspot...

Andy Go is an Art Major. He could be best described as a nerd in college. I can also describe him as
ridiculously similar to my brother and his friends but you don't know them now do you? So basically the
illustrator guys and one girl who like comics and know almost everything about them. They are super smart
usually but can be super lazy. They go to Comic Cons and aspire to be one of the greats or maybe not. Not
all nerds can draw. They can also be inappropriate like these guys and one girl can be so you are warned.
Think college.

The comic all starts out with Andy discovering himself with all his clothes on even his shoes which is weird
for him because he is a perpetual neat freak. Also lights are on oddly then as he's using the bathroom he
discovers... yes my friends there is an audience watching him relieve himself. How did he get to this point?
You'll find out later by going back 5 months ago and meeting all his friends as well hearing him saying the
stupidest thing that he will later fully regret.

He's been friends with Roger since grade school wasting their days drawing comics. Specifically He-Man
comics. More specifically She-Ra. Even more specifically She-Ra's breasts. Expect this and more. His other
friend Tony he met in anatomy class freshmen year and knew they would be friends when he was reciting
things to remember for the first test in Klingon. My brother doesn't know Klingon and I really hope it stays
that way. At least I really really hope he doesn't. These guys were fun to watch together and hope for more
funny interactions.

I said one girl on purpose. Then there is Yumi who Andy has been hopelessly in love with since the day they
met two years ago. Out come the hearts around him when she's thinking about how much she loves him. It's
quite adorable. But like any other socially awkward person he has said nothing. Ah, now he sounds more like
me. She has his sense of humor and are always kidding around plus she's a great artist. I can see how he
would think she would reject him... No! He's a funny and charming character. I absolutely love him. I say
that a lot about fictional character don't I? Well, it's true.

Back to the part where he makes the stupidest mistake that he will woefully regret later. That is he decides
that he's not going to go to one more year of college. He's going to drop out. Cue disapproving noise
whatever you want to imagine that noise be. Not surprisingly he's at home months later where he's living
with his parents and has no job. He's Korean which I love because go diversity! According to him a Korean
mother crying sound like a (to me) cartoon making a sound because they see someone hot. There crying is an
ai-goo! Maybe I'm thinking Aiooga! Enough with the noises... Anyways his parents are making him get a job
any job. His desperate attempt not to be kicked out gets him in the worst trouble there is. Or is it? It depends
on you I guess. With that you are brought to the present tense and you will now know what he's gotten
himself into.

Sam Quixote says

Andy Go drops out of art school believing his obvious talent will instantly land him lucrative illustration jobs



at The New Yorker and similar high profile magazines. Except nothing happens after he drops out - who’da
thunk it? Sat on his couch for weeks, Andy’s parents eventually push him out into the big wide world to get a
job. But the job hunting doesn’t go well – until a peculiar opportunity at a zoo appears…

Derek Kirk Kim’s Tune, Volume 1 is a slice-of-life comic that, like most slice-of-life comics, is a
sloooooooooooooow read. Nothing much happens in the first third besides Andy talking with his art school
buds and then schlumping around in his family’s home. Most of the book is taken up with Andy’s secret
crush on girl friend Yumi, wishing she was his girlfriend. And then the book kinda goes off the rails in the
final act.

BUT. You know why slice-of-life comics are slow reads? Because they’re usually about the author circling
some truth about their lives which makes reading them more rewarding than seeing Marvel/DC muscleheads
in tights fisting one another (maybe could’ve phrased that better).

And it feels like there is some truth to Tune. Being in your late teens/early twenties is a confusing time. The
optimism of youth clashes with the reality of life, and you start to realise things don’t get handed to you: you
gotta work at it to get anywhere, whatever your profession. Arrogance alone ain’t gonna cut it, which seems
obvious but isn’t for more than a few at that age.

The awkward, soppy love angle too could’ve killed the whole book for me but it’s kinda sweet. Bashful
Andy tip-toeing around similarly shy Yumi – daww! But that’s how romance is for a number of people. It
takes a while but you do warm to Andy and actually want to see him tell Yumi he’s in love with her, and
then take on the world, renewed, determined to become the artist he knows he is.

Except the story instead veers off in a very odd direction. Up ‘til then I was wondering why all the
backgrounds behind the panels were outer space with the panels free-floating around - and then I saw why.
I’m not saying I hated it but it felt a little too self-consciously “kooky” and a bit of a cop-out from the
otherwise decent story Kim had built up to at that point.

But I can see why people would be bored with Andy’s life. It’s realistic but real life is boring and there were
plenty of scenes where my mind wandered. It didn’t bother me that much because I could empathise with
Andy’s plight as his search for a job/love/creative fulfilment as a young man reminded me a lot of my
experiences around that age. And Kim’s art is beautiful too.

Tune Volume 1 isn’t Derek Kirk Kim’s best effort. His collaboration with Gene Luen Yang (the current
Superman writer!) on American Born Chinese was superb and I loved his Eternal Smile book too. But I liked
Tune in parts. It’s a fine portrait of a young man as a clueless wannabe comics artist finding his way in life
and love; it just suffers from uneven pacing.

Go in expecting a slow read, especially that beginning, and you might get more out of Tune and even enjoy it
yourself. Bryan Lee O’Malley still did it better with Scott Pilgrim though!

Ottery StCatchpole says

I really wanted to like this book, and OMG! I was not disappointed. Its no secret I'm a big fan of Derek Kirk
Kim's art. It is beyond cute, the style is cartoony and adorable and just all around cool. A very simple style
that hides a lot of talent. Its one of those art styles that has people going, "I could do that" just because they



used to dabble in drawing 'Once upon a time'. It doesn't hurt that he's a protege/friend of Gene Luen Yang of
American Born Chinese fame. Their styles are very similar.
In any event, art styles aside, Tune is a compilation of the first couple 100 pages of Mr. Kim's web comic
Tune. Its a story about a boy out of college, dropped out, who is forced by his parents to find a job and
essentially 'grow up' with his life by giving up his dream of being an illustrator. Perhaps because I was there
once in my life, and because I once dreamed of being an illustrator too, and finding love and all that stuff the
story resonates with me. A lot of this book deals with us getting to know Andy Go and of course the
situations that made his life what it is at present. Its is a very slice-of-life kind of comic, if you ignore the
beginning and the end. And it works that way very much, but this is very much a science fiction story.
To begin with, Andy's job is to be a human exhibit in an alien zoo. So yeah. I imagine we will see a lot more
of that later in the series, at present and what is covered in the volume of this book are Andy's adventures on
earth.
He is a very cute character, I love the way Mr. Kim draws Andy. So it was easy for me to fall in love with
him. His self-deprecating nature, and his failures and foibles make him all too human, and young. I
remember being that age, and being that jaded with life and thinking I had it all planned out and together,
and that's ultimately what I think the premise of this whole series will be about, in a roundabout science
fictional sort of way. But in all fairness I have not read the three times weekly comic that this book is the first
volume of. You can however catch up with the book once you're done here:

http://www.tunecomic.com/

Or you can just start reading the comic there, and don't bother getting the book. For myself, I will most
definitely be purchasing this book. It is whimsical, and cute, and I am definitely in love with the very
likeable character of Andy and his adventures. I don't think it matters what race or color you are some of the
situations are very much universal. Perhaps even the being an exhibit at an inter-dimensional zoo.
The black and white art are lovely, and Mr. Kim has a very detailed style. The dialogue sounds real, and the
situations as I've said only too familiar to art school drop outs, slackers, and anyone with parents who at one
time or another possibly felt their children were not doing anything with their lives. A light, lovely read that I
hope will soon be followed by more books. It ends on a cliffie but you can continue reading the stories at the
link I mentioned above.

For myself, I am going to buy this book it is too cute, funny, and lovely to pass up, and Andy like the
artwork in the book is just too cute to pass up.

Elia says

I HAAAAAAATE that I have to wait goodness knows how long until Volume 2 comes out! This story is
terrific, and hilarious. As I was reading it I kept thinking Derek Kirk Kim had been stalking my younger
brother, wrote the story of his life, but made him Korean instead of Mexican. The only negative I have is that
for me, the sci-fi element introduced in the final few chapters actually took AWAY from the story and made
me enjoy it slightly less that I had been up to that point, where it was simply a very well crafted, very funny
story about a lovably loserly art school dropout. Still, it gets my highest rating, and a 100% recommendation
for anyone, sci-fi fan or not.



Dani Shuping says

ARC provided by NetGalley

Andy is just your average guy. He knows what he wants to do in life, a career in comics, and has it all
planned out. So he leaves art school early to set off on his journey...and quickly finds himself unemployed.
His parents becoming dissatisfied with his inability to land a job (and lounging around the house) and force
him to find one, any type of job,...or they’ll find one for him. And everything seems to hit rock bottom. No
one will hire him, heck a crazy homeless guy gets hired ahead of him. And then a magical day happens.
Andy sees Yumi (his art school crush), discovers that she likes him, and finds a job to work at a zoo! There’s
just one problem...the zoo job is an alternate dimension and Andy is one of the exhibits.

I’ve been following Tune since it came out in webcomic format and it’s quickly become one of my favorite
webcomics to keep up with. Although this first volume starts off a bit slow, as its setting up the world and
the universe, it picks up pace in the following chapters (that can be viewed online.) In this volume though we
get a good sense of the characters that we’ll be following in the series, especially Andy. I like that Andy is
your average guy, for the most part. I can see elements of myself in his story, which of course makes me
cringe at times (especially when he realizes that Yumi might actually like him) because I’ve made some of
the same choices, the same decisions, and my life mirrors Andy in some ways. And that’s what makes this
such a great story, that it is easy to relate to Andy and Yumi. We’ve all mapped out our life and had it veer
off into different directions (hopefully no one is an exhibit in a zoo though.) I like the sense of humanity and
humility that Derek brings to the characters and I can’t wait to see where he takes them next.

Derek’s artwork is very similar at times to Gene Luen Yang, expressive characters and movements that
eerily resemble real life, even in cartoon format. It’s easy to imagine that you could walk out the door and
meet Andy, Yumi, and the rest of the gang. Some of my favorite depictions are of the dad, mostly because he
hides behind the newspaper and grunts. I love that we don’t get to see his face and the fact that he acts like
many dads out there (no, not TV ones..those guys are just fantasy.) The one thing that I will note is that after
this volume Les McClaine took over the artwork so that Derek was able to put out the story more often. He
has a similar style to Gene’s but he really makes the characters his own (but that’s a discussion for the next
volume.)

This story has a nice blending of sci-fi and real life, which makes it easy for folks to dive into and read. It’s a
story that I highly recommend and I can’t wait to see what happens next. 4 out of 5 stars.

Jessica says

When I first started reading TUNE, I didn't think I'd like it. The beginning is a bit slow at getting to the main
plot, but in hindsight, it was the perfect lead up to Andy's current location. Like many other great books, one
has to get through the intro to get into a fascinating plot.

What I love the most about TUNE is the characters. Andy Go is one of the most well rounded characters I've
ever seen; he's very realistic. Although we haven't seen as much of them as we have Andy, Dash and Yumi
are the same way.

The first two books of TUNE can be read online now at tunecomic.com.



Calista says

The story was interesting and I wasn't real engaged in this story. It's about and American Korean art student.
His parents give him an ultimatum to get a job. He finds a job and that is where things get wacky and
interesting. He has a crush on a girl from school and nothing ever happened between them - Yet.

I didn't like how the pages were set up. This is all black and white, no color but the color. They are not
simply blocks, but always weird spacing. I didn't think it worked well and it was distracting. The ending was
very interesting and I look forward to seeing where this goes.

First Second Books says

The first thing to say here (so we can get it out of the way at the beginning) is that Derek Kirk Kim's art is
wonderful. I'm not sure how he draws with as clean of a line as he does -- maybe he's magical? Or a robot?
Either of these things may be possible -- we may have to perform a magical!Turing test.

The premise of this book is the kind of thing that ends up in, 'and then we all went crazy and ended up in
outer space without a towel' type of age-old drama -- boy likes girl (secretly); girl likes boy (also secretly);
parents interfere and it all ends up with Our Protagonist stuck in an alien zoo.

Was that not enough to get you intrigued?

Sesana says

I was so bored by this book that it took me over a week to come up with a decent review. The thing is, it's so
short (and so full of blank space, including entirely blank pages) that there's no reason to publish book one
separately from book two, except to try and make twice as much money on the series. Worse, the entire
premise (a slacker gets a job in an alien zoo) doesn't even kick in until the last few pages. The rest is just
watching Andy slack off, convinced of his own artistic greatness, and moon over a female friend. It may be
only 160 pages, but it felt so much longer when I was trying to read it.

April says

In good faith I attempted to read a second graphic novel by Derek Kirk Kim, but am again met with
disappointment. Now that I've been exposed to more of his material, I can better articulate what annoys me
about his work. Believe me, I want to like his work--he's Asian American. Solidarity, and all of that. Nope.
Can. not. support.

It seems that Mr. Kim relies on autobiographical details to inform his characterization. Well, his leading
males just aggravate me! They're self-pitying, self-deprecating (but not in an endearing way), self-indulgent,
self-absorbed, unmotivated and uncomfortably sexist (in this novel there's a bit where he includes offensive



fetishized female Asian stereotypes--if he was trying to be "tongue on cheek," I was not amused).

Kim's stuff is just not my jams and I'm willing to admit it. That's it.

Shannon says

Completely missed that this was a volume 1 and not a stand alone, and it ends on a cliffhanger right
when the story gets interesting. Figures! (You guys can thank me, I just added the series info and "Book 1"
to the title so you're not duped like I was.)

Not bad but kind of annoying that this is going to be one of those "boy finds out girl's true feelings through
reading something he was told not to" which of course is going to piss her off when she finds out and then
there will be that conflict to work through.

I like that this is science fiction though, that was a nice surprise. (I just grabbed this at the library and
didn't read the synopsis.) Not the best formatting though, lots and lots and lots of black space instead of, you
know ... drawings and story. The drawings are cute and I was enjoying the story, but I wanted more of
it. This was more like a couple of issues of comics than a full graphic novel. Kind of a cheap move and I'm
glad I didn't buy it. I want to read the rest though so I'll check out the next one when it's out in ... 6 months.
Sigh.

I just wish I could keep going and finish. (That's what she said, heh.)

Oh well. Just have to wait.

Nojh says

I've been reading this as a online comic for some time now. It has a very compelling story and interesting
characters. As an online comic I had one major gripe and that was how slow the story was told from page to
page. As a collected graphic novel I suspect this problem will not exist, except perhaps from volume to
volume, which would be another testament to how engaging the story is.

For the purposes of a synopsis, Tune: Vanishing Point collects the first eleven chapters of the graphic novel
Tune, which stars Andy, a would-be graphic artists who finds his life going nowhere and doesn't have the
courage to ask out the girl he is crushing on, Yumi.

However when his parents force him to go interview for a job, he is given an amazing opportunity. To
become an effective ambassador of the human race to a trans-dimensional alien species, or to put it more
realistically to be an exhibit in their zoo. For Andy, however, this is an ideal solution to his problems. Get
away from his life for a year, get paid in untold riches, have time to work on his art, and maybe convince
Yumi to go along with him!

And that's when everything starts to go wrong.



Alexander says

There are a number of significant problems with this book.

1) The formatting is perhaps the most amateurish I have ever seen in a published graphic novel.

The book lists 155 pages. If you eliminate the 20 pages that are either blank or new chapters (yes 1 out of
every 8 pages has no content) you're left with 135 pages. Which would be fine if those pages featured full
sized drawings or a panel layout not done by what seems to have been a drunk monkey.

I am not sure who thought "let's arrange every page differently and have LOTS of blank space" was an idea
worth pursuing but that person has literally never read another comic book or graphic novel and should never
work on one again.

If you kept the panels the size there are, there are maybe 60 pages in this "book" which tells me that this
really should have been the first third of a real graphic novel rather than what they actually produced.

2) Every story has an arc. A season or volume might end on a cliffhanger but there is generally some sort of
arc that makes you want to read or watch further.

This book is like buying the first six chapters of a book. In short, this book is an ad for book two. Because
the whole "gets a job in an alien zoo in a parallel dimension" thing doesn't actually happen in this book.
Nothing happens in this book. It's all lead up and no payoff.

Somebody being handed book two could quite literally read a two second synopsis of the first book and be
caught up.

So, if you are a fan of nothing happening, weird layouts and blank space then this is probably the graphic
novel for you. If you are like me, you'll take this POS to the used bookstore.

B.A. Wilson says

I adored this book. This novel is so funny. All the characters are quirky and hilarious. The art is excellent.
The pacing is good, and the dialogue is clever. I read it straight through and immediately grabbed the 2nd
one.

Raina says

Totally engaging story about a slacker who gets abducted by aliens. :P

I really like Kim's storytelling style. His art is fun and easy, and his characters are relatable. Just as our hero
discovers his longtime crush may actually reciprocate his affections, he leaves earth.



This is really just the beginning of a much longer saga, so it didn't totally pull me in. But this is candy for
me.

I particularly like the way Kim plays with panel placement here - we can see the influence that being friends
with Jason Shiga has had on him.

It's a little wacky, but totally fun.


