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Kaesah, ageneticist from an all female species living on the other side of the galaxy, is stranded on Earth
due to the death of her mate who was vital in piloting their starship. Kaesah must report the disturbing events
on Earth that could impact the survival of her species. To reach her world, Kaesah has no choice but to find a
human woman capable of Deep Merge, a process required to guide her ship through the galaxy. Can Kaesah
overcome her aversion to humans to form a harmonious bond with one?

Antonia Lorne, Toni, is mourning the death of her spouse. Retiring to bed one night on the promise to herself
to start living again, Toni has no idea that she will awaken on a starship with anew course for her life
charted. Can she overcome her fear of the unknown to perform Deep Merge?

Two women, from different worlds, will join together in a profound and unique way that will herald the start
of anew path for their planets and a promising future for themselves.
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From Reader Review Deep Merge for online ebook

Mary Wright says

Wonderful book. It presents a utopian vision of what society could be, embodied in aworld on the other side
of the Milky Way. At the same time thisworld is much like our own except it isinhabited entirely by
women. We see this through the eyes of a present day woman from earth which makes it easier to
understand. | loved the spiritual valuesin the story.

Norma Chapple says

Grab thisone

Linda North you are a brilliant author | have read the three books you have written in three days. Each book
had a different theme. and you nailed them,| was alittle hesitant about this book before | started it ,but you
got me again! you. have a natural way of telling a story can't wait for your next book. Don't miss reading this
author. Norm

P. Industry says

| truly have mixed fedls about this book; on the one hand, it's a cute and uncluttered story about lesbiansin
space. On the other it's almost unbearably preachy. So there'sareal pickle.

Toni is a stock-standard ordinary lesbian who gets kidnapped by a space alien from an all-female tribe. Said
space alien - Kaesah - is not al bad; she'sjust in abind after her wife died of Space Plague (which humans
might have the key to curing). Since it takes two genetically compatible 'peopl€' to fly the spaceship, Toni
takes the proverbia one for the team and eventually agrees to effectively marry Keasah so the rest of the
space aliens can be warned about the various threats to both humanity and themselves. Keasah and Toni
promptly fall in love, and spend the rest of the book saying mushy things to each other. This both adorable
and horrible - mostly 'horrible', because | was seriously worried | was going to acquire diabetes.

So the pros: Linda North has a good imagination, and atalent for world-building. Thisisastory that is
sweeping in scope. Her aliens have a clear and aternative culture. The weird marriage angle could so easily
have come off as rapey but doesn't (phew!) - | think thisis atrue achievement. Thereis light bondage that
truthfully feelsalot like it's not bondage at al. Both main characters are sympathetic and kinda fun.

The cons are alittle more problematic: the aliens are unbearably superior. They're like folks on a commune,
except turbocharged; at various points the reader is patronized about the advantages of vegetarianism and
organic food, how bad humanity is at environmentalism, the falseness of religion, and various other liberal
things. | am all for liberal things, but after 75% of the book | was feeling like aggressively eating atriple-
beef McDonald's hamburger while firing enormous shotguns from the seat of a John Deere tractor for the
glory of Jesus. Serioudly, the book is just charming enough to overcome the lecture, but it was also right on
the bleeding edge.



The author has also chosen to pepper the text with random made-up words. Why would anyone choose to do
this? If you're going to trand ate, then trand ate fully; only don't trandlate when it's a whole phrase and you're
going to fully trandate it right after. If that route was good enough for Tolkien, it's good enough for everyone
else. My god, there were *so many* ludicrous made up wordsin "Deep Merge", and they all mixed together
until | just Englished them to keep them apart. The Aliens or "NaQwins" promptly became the NyQuil. The
word "dishonourable" was rendered something similar to bu chyi, which immediately became "Bok Choy":
this never carried the gravitas the author clearly wished to imbue it with. It was al alittle much. Sometimes
words were introduced with dizzying speed, and cultural aspects were explained via a massive and digjointed
background dump.

So those were real problems.

I dunno; thisisarea hit-and-miss kind of book for me. The spaceships and their propulsion system was kind
of aneat idea; the characters were cool (when they weren't attempting to save the world through judging
everyone), and the romance was sort of sweet. The plot was inoffensive enough. It was just the unbelievably
annoying nature of the finger-wagging, and the aggravating made-up words that got my goat.

| gave it three stars; sometimes my fingers hover over the buttons that would give the book two. Sometimes
they hover over the buttons that would give the book four. I'm afraid | can't be any clearer than that.

Musa says

It'savery beautifully written story about two people from a different galaxy, both suffering from a deep loss
(of their partners) and found the way to love and be together again. | think deep merge is actually avery
good name for the book as well as being the symbolism of the love Toni and Kaesah has for each other. |
was totally immersed in the book and the alien world, the language flows despite there's quite a bit of space
language in there. Thisis among one of my most favourite sci-fi book of this year. Highly recommended

Sarah says

| really enjoyed the premise of this book: human abducted by alien to help her get back home with important
information regarding the future of both races. Of course it's much deeper than that. The author's invention of
deep merge and how it is used for space travel is awesome. That effect of being linked with someonein a
telepathic nature intrigues me. | loved the romantic development between the two characters. It took time
and some emotional searching on both women's parts due to their past issues. I'm hoping that thereisa
second novel. Whereas the book wraps up nicely, there us definitely room for asequel. If thisis what
happens when one is abducted by aliens, "Beam me up, Scotty!"

Pastor deborah Har shman says

This one of the most enjoyable books | have read in along time.

Me North' s ability to create unique charactersis unparalleled. The characters are so well developed that as a
reader | began to identify with the struggles each faced.



Each character's struggle with their own beliefs while making decisions that will ultimately affect to very
different worlds and cultures.

This author is gifted with the heart of a storyteller and has gifted us with a beautiful story of self sacrifice and
finding love by giving their hearts to each other.

I highly recommend this book and this author! Sheis on my must read list!

Velvet Lounger says

Deep Merge takes us from avery familiar view of earth, seen through the eyes of an alien race, to aworld in
which there are only women, lesbianism the norm, and diversity within that accepted. While the plot is one
of amoral dilemma about how far you will go to save your people, the unifying themeis grief. Both women
have lost their life partners, both are in mourning, both put aside that pain to try and work together, and in so
doing, find acommonality or purpose and understanding.

It isan imaginative plot, clever idea and interesting juxtaposition. Ms North makes good use of the alternate
cultures to highlight how one, which has accepted and enjoys diversity within itself, still suffers from
xenophobia, while the other is prejudiced and narrow minded, struggling internally with homophobia and
bigotry.

The characters are solid, well developed and multi-layered. Aswell as Kaesah and Toni we get to meset a
range of women as they travel to Kaesah's home planet. Ms North is adept at drawing a character from afew
moments of observation or a conversation. She does an excellent job of showing arange of personalities and
attitudes without ever being heavy handed in her portrayals.

Linda North biogOn the other hand she draws sparkling and vivid descriptions of the new world, transporting
us to vibrant scenes that would be the joy of a set designer. We get to feel the excitement of the new visitor
and the joy of the returning traveler through their view of the world and it transports us with them.

Aswell as an interesting science fiction tale thisis awell drawn romance, slow and gentle, these women fall
in love against their own will and inclination, showing how even a xenophobe can fall in love when respect
comes first. They suffer very *human’ insecurities; their emotions are ones we can all empathize with.

Well written and crafted this was an enjoyable read and | will certainly be looking out for more books from
this author.

Loek Krancher says

Hers, mine, ours. Brilliant, awesome and | loveit.

In the beginning | wondered, why | have bought this book. But the farther in the story the more | enjoyed it.
Thisis my first book in this genre and definitely not my last. Thanks to the good writing by Linda North. The
story iswell crafted and the relationship is very well developed. Two different worlds that match very well
with each other, in honor and in love, in merge we are one. | highly recommend this book to everyone.



Nolly Sepulveda says

A definitewinner

| found this to be awonderful and delightful story. There was adventure, humor and love. The characters of
Keasah and Toni complemented each other with their wit, their laughter and their love. | hope there will be
more to come for these two women and their homes.

Terry Baker says

Geneticist, Kaesah, comes from an all female species living on the opposite side of the galaxy to Earth.
Kaesah is stranded on Earth after her beloved mate Atimki died suddenly. Without Atimki, Kaesah can’t
pilot the starship back home. It simperative to the survival of her species that Kaesah returns home to report
events happening on Earth that could have serious consequences for her people.

Kaesah must find a human female capable of Deep Merge, a process which will enable the starship to
maneuver through the galaxy to her home planet. The problem is, Kaesah does not like human women, so
how can she form a close bond with one?

AntoniaLorne, (Toni) is still grieving from the death of her wife Lisa. She is on the brink of trying to turn
her life around and to join the land of the living again. The last thing Toni envisagesiswaking up on a
starship with an alien, even though she's an attractive one, after being kidnapped. Nor can Toni comprehend
the new life Kaesah has mapped out for her. Will Toni be able to move past her fearsto Deep Merge? More
to the point, will Toni want to leave everything behind her for a new and unknown life?

Thisisabeautifully written romantic science fiction story that is as redlistic as any other romance in any
other genre. The settings are so well described, | found myself lost in with the characters. Both Kaesah and
Toni are fully developed and multidimensional as are all the secondary characters.

A story of two very different women who have loved and lost their life partners and how they found the
courage to take a chance on love again in the most extraordinary circumstances.

Linda North has created a wonderful new world that is alien, yet has afamiliarity about it that enabled meto
identify with the surroundings, people, plant species and food. Different, yet not so different, so it was very
easy to visualize. Linda has perfected the art of showing the reader rather than telling them what they are
seeing.

The way this story unfolded is atrue delight to read. A book | was unable to put down until I’ d reached the
end. Thereisjust one problem, this story is screaming out for a sequel. What happened to Kaesah and Toni?
How did Toni cope with her new love and life? Did they have children? All questions and more that are
running through my mind as I’'m thinking about this book days after | finished it.

Thisis adefinite re-read for me.



Ameliah says

Linda North is one of my very favorite authors. | have read her Wind and Dreams five times and | have only
hasit for two months. | had hoped Deep Merge would measure up, it did! Thisis abeautifully written love
story set on Earth, space and aforeign planet. Ms. North allows us to enter the minds of two women who are
so very different and yet so very much alike. We witness their pain and loss, their fears and mistrust only to
be rewarded with their joy, love and happiness. This book too has stayed with me and | will be reading it
again and again!

Me says

Thiswas actually alot of fun to read. Really enjoyed it.

Update: Just finished this for the 3rd time now. It's afun comforting read, | have no doubt that I'll be reading
it again in afew months.

Nikki Angel says

| did enjoy the book once | got into it. However, | thought it would have been easier to get into if it came
with aglossary of terms. | may be new to science fiction, having only watched it, and read a couple books,
but initially | had to think about the context of the new word in the sentence, and sinceit's not aword in the
dictionary the instant Kindle dictionary was of no help. That being said, | did enjoy the characters and the
story once | was about 1/3 of the way in. | would be interested in reading another book by this author as| do
think she crafts a good story.

Doreen says

Wonderful and moving intergalactic romance.

Thisisthe second book that I've read by this author. Deep Merge and Wind and Dreams both deal with the
competing issues of kidnapping and of destiny. | liked both books. | think that | understand what the author
istrying to do with this plot.

The story of Deep Merge begins on Earth. Two, very different, women suffer the death of their spouses.
Forces greater than each bring them together. The lesbian population of Earth aswell as on a planet called
NaQwin arein peril. Homophaobes on Earth are targeting lesbians for a campaign of genocide. A disease
responsible for ending the lives of the inhabitants of NaQwin has a genetic component. Kaesah is agenetic
scientist from NaQwin and needs help to fly her ship back home. After an extensive search, she finds Toni
and spirits her off to her spaceship.

The journey from captured to captivated is at the heart of this romance. With lives hanging in the balance on



two planets, isn't love the strongest medicine? In this interesting novel, the story, characters and plot were
artfully handled. I'm glad that | spent time on the spacecraft Flowering Star with Kaesah and Toni.

S. Y. says

This book merges alien abduction with a sweet and tender love story. The depth of the characterslays an
unshakeable foundation for a story that packs alot of punch. Kaesah, the alien, doesn't really like humans but
has no choice but to find one she can tolerate if sheisto return home. Toni isn't al that excited to be the
chosen candidate. Somehow, the two come to an understanding that reveals an unexpected world and helps
save asociety. A must read for the romantic at heart.




