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Death has always been part of Gwen Mar cey’sjob. But when faced with her own mortality, everything
takeson a different hue.

Forensic artist Gwen Marcey is between jobs and homes when she accepts temporary work in Pikeville,
Kentucky. The Eastern Kentucky town, located deep in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains, has been
plagued by a seria rapist and a series of unexplained deaths. Before Gwen can develop a composite drawing,
the latest witness vanishes, just like all the previous victims.

Turning her attention to sketching the face of an unidentified body, she discovers alink between his death
and a Pentecostal serpent-handling church. Serpent-handling isillegal in Kentucky, and the churches have
gone underground to avoid the authorities and continue to worship as they believe. Gwen is offered a
handsome reward to infiltrate the renegade members, areward she desperately needs as it seems her breast
cancer has returned.

Joined by her digitally-obsessed, Generation Z daughter, Gwen goes undercover to a nineteenth century
revival, planning to draw the faces of the snake handlers so they can be identified and arrested. Instead she
uncovers a murderous plot and a festering evil.

When Death Draws Near Details

Date : Published August 2nd 2016 by Thomas Nelson

ISBN

Author : Carrie Stuart Parks

Format : Kindle Edition 333 pages

Genre : Christian Fiction, Mystery, Thriller, Mystery Thriller, Fiction, Suspense, Contemporary

i Download When Death Draws Near ...pdf

[E] Read Online When Death Draws Near ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online When Death Draws Near Carrie Stuart Parks


http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near
http://bookspot.club/book/27840667-when-death-draws-near

From Reader Review When Death Draws Near for online ebook

Cara Putman says

| really enjoyed this book. The prologue threw me a bit, but man once the story started, | was hooked! Gwen
isagreat character, and the suspense and mystery were great! Loved, loved, loved this book!

| love agood suspense. If it has interesting characters, agreat career, and a plot that keeps me reading, I'm
hooked! That's exactly what happened with When Death Draws Near. | thoroughly enjoyed the first two
books in the Gwen Marcey series, and this one takes it one step further. Her personal life continues to be out
of control with the tension of providing for her daughter and keeping her safe when Gwen gets plunged into
anew murder. This one dives deep into the wilds of Kentucky where people are dying from what appears to
be snake handling. Isthere moreto it? And what can she do to track down the culprits while fighting back
against her nemesis: breast cancer?

There are political layers. Spiritual layers. Crime. Tension. Suspense.

A race from the first chapter to the end, this book will delight suspense lovers of all types.

Melanie says

When Death Draws Near is the second book |'ve read by Carrie Stuart Parks and my favorite in the series so
far. | loved continuing the Gwen Marcey series and seeing how life continued for Gwen. This story definitely
didn't go as expected, in many ways, and there were aton of twists. | didn't see the ending coming...

| feel like When Dead Draws Near ended with a bit of romance, but it wasn't afocal point of the story. I'm
excited to see what happens next in Gwen's life and plan on picking up book four ASAP.

Allinall, I loved When Death Draws Near. | recommend it if you like suspense novels or have enjoyed
books by Dani Pettrey, Lynette Eason, Irene Hannon, or Brandilyn Collins.

*Disclosure of Material Connection: | received one or more of the products or services mentioned above for
free in the hope that | would mention/review it on my blog. | was not required to give a positive review, only
my honest opinion - which I've done. All thoughts and opinions expressed are my own and | only
recommend products or services | use personally and believe will be good for my readers. | am disclosing
this in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255: "Guides Concerning the Use of
Endorsements and Testimonials in Advertising.*

Ronie says

Carrie Stuart Parksis amazing in this latest Gwen Marcey novel. With a deft stroke, she pens anovel that is
compelling and haunting. | could not read it fast enough. Her characters are rich and deep. Her plot is--well,
quite frankly--nightmare-inducing. It's been along time since anovel gave me nightmares, but this one did.
It's THAT GOOD! | love the many characters who easily fit the suspect, and the inimitable Gwen Marcey,



who's never oneto give up. And the ending--yep, she got one over on me. I'm annoyed with myself for not
figuring it out. But then, where'sthe fun in that? :-P

Kelly Bridgewater says

I have thoroughly enjoyed both of Carrie Stuart Parksfirst books in the Gwen Marcey series A Cry from the
Dust and The Bones Will Speak. Both stories take a past cancer survivor and throw her in the perils of
danger. With the addition of When Death Draws Near, | felt that Parks does a good job tying this story in
with the other two.

Parks writes her novelsin the first person point of view. Thisis a hard perspective to write the story in
because as an author, they might want to jump around into the other characters heads, but they aren't allowed
to. | don't remember any moment that Parks jumpsinto another characters viewpoint. What | redly like
about the first point of view for Gwen is that Parks really made her a human. What | mean is that she struck a
chord with me. Parks allowed her to be angry at God. Asa Christian, | can still follow God and believein
him, but there are moments where | question God's choices for my life. I'm glad to see Gwen do the same
thing. | really enjoyed seeing Gwen's thought process of worry. It rang true. | became more empathized with
Gwen for her situation.

Parkstook a different route with her novels. In the first novel, A Cry from the Dust, she discussed the
Mormon faith, and in The Bones Will Speak, she features a Neo-Nazi group. In When Death Draws Near,
she jumps right into a snake handling cult that uses the Bible to back up its practices. While the novel does
not put down these beliefs, Parks researched and studied what makes their practices so appealing to others.
Parks shows if the world's preconceived notions are right or wrong. She doesn't lead me down aroad to
persuade me. Instead she shows the facts and allows me to make my own decision.

While | loved returning to such a strong heroine as Gwen, | really enjoyed that in this final book she might
get her chance at happiness. For the past two books, even this one, | watched as Gwen struggled with the
onset of her ex-husband, Robert, and her teenage daughter, and the cancer that destroyed her appearance, but
during When Death Draws Near, she learnsto silence Robert's critical voice, connect with her daughter, and
learn to open her heart at the chance of romance. The plot moved at a nice pace, and | really had a hard time
putting the book down, which unfortunately, | had to do alot. Even the bad guy came out of the left field. |
did not guess the right person.

Unique and different, Carrie Stuart Parks newest novel When Death Draws Near taught me about
preconceived notions, showed me more of the human side of Gwen, and kept my attention on the plot. |
really enjoyed When Death Draws Near. | hope there is another book in Gwen's life that | will be able to
enjoy.

| received a complimentary copy of When Death Draws Near from Thomas Nelson Publishing and the
opinions stated are al my own.

Amanda Geaney (Christian Shelf-Esteem) says

Joining the Litfuse WHEN DEATH DRAWS NEAR blog tour w/abook review & #giveaway



{ http://prmo.me/bBJT G4} http://christianshel festeem.wordpress...

When Death Draws Near by Carrie Stuart Parks made me want to draw the blinds when | was home aone
and check the covers before | crawled into bed. It wouldn’t say it was scary, but the crime element of the
story did rattle me alittle.

In A Cry from the Dugt, the first book of this series, the scandal revolved around a Mormon cult. Thistime
Gwen Marcey becomes entangled with a group of snake handling Pentecostals (hence my need to check
under the covers). | think it’s risky when an author targets different sects, but it works for Parks. On another
note, reading A Cry from the Dust first helped me understand the characters' thought processes in this book.
One example is how Gwen often imagines conversations with her both friend and her ex-husband-having a
familiarity with these characters was key for understanding and appreciating their banter.

As amiddle aged mother of arebellious teen, breast cancer survivor, and menopause sufferer; Gwen tends to
use humor as a coping mechanism. | found myself laughing at her witticisms and enjoyed Carrie Stuart
Parks's use of humor throughout the story. It seemed to serve as a pressure relief valve given the seriousness
of theinvestigations, aswell as Gwen’s persona crises. Well balanced, well written, and thoroughly
entertaining — suspense fiction fans will want to add When Death Draws Near to their reading lists.

| received this book free as a member of the Litfuse blogger program. | was not required to write a positive
review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonialsin
Advertising.”

Amanda says

This book provided some very interesting insight into some unusual practices involving snakesin church. |
had never heard of this practice and was fascinated and kind of horrified to read about this. | despise snakes,
they are my least favorite animal and the thought of them makes me cringe, so this book was difficult to read
at parts. There are many scenes that are gruesome and creepy but also kept me on the edge of my seat.

Throughout the book you are with Gwen, aforensic artist, who was called in to help with finding a serial
rapist. When she arrives, sheis rebuffed by the sheriff and begins to receive threats. She then is presented
with an opportunity to look into a mystery involving a church that uses snakes and drinks poisons as well as
refuse medical treatment.

There was alot going on in the book and it became a bit confusing at times. | did find the story to be very
unique and liked the main characters profession...as aforensic artist (which the author also is), Gwen is

skilled at interview skills as well as knowing when people are lying.

When | finished the book, | still felt like some things were left open...afew things didn’'t seem to be
addressed to the point that | expected them to.

| didn’t expect the culprit at al! | loved this part of the story, it was very clever and unexpected but also a
little bit far fetched.

| requested this without realizing that it isthe 3rd book in a series but it still can be read as a standalone as



the author explains some of the characters' backstories.
Overall, this was an enjoyable Christian mystery.

| received this book from Booklook Bloggers in exchange for an honest review.

Julia Wilson says

When Death Draws Near by Carrie Stuart Parks is a contemporary Christian thriller. It is the third book in
the Gwen Marcey series but can be read as a stand-alone. | had not read the previous novels.

When Death Draws Near's style is reminiscent of the 1950's film noir and | loved it. The novel iswritten in
the first person from the point of view of Gwen. Asthe novel progressed, in my head, it felt like the voice
over in the old black and white Philip Marlowe films. | found it avery clever and effective technique
employed by Carrie Stuart Parks.

I must admit at times | found the number of different characters confusing, maybe thisis because | had not
read the earlier novels. However | soon got completely caught up in the action and found my heart racing as |
sped to the conclusion of the novel.

Gwen has fought cancer. So far sheisasurvivor but a survivor who has no time for God and little faith in
prayer. Gwen sees prayer as pointless. She believes that God already knows what will happen so why pray?
"God knew the outcome. How could anything | prayed for make a difference?’ Gwen has missed the whole
point of prayer. Prayer is atwo way conversation with God. It isto build arelationship and trust in Him. It
seems like a miracle will be needed for Gwen to pray again.

Gwen is agood mother. She has afierce instinct to protect her daughter. Y ou do not want to cross her. This
reminds the reader that God loves us and He too longs to protect us and help us through life.
Gwenisaforensic artist. The remains of the dead speak to her. She trandates thisinto an artist's impression.
This can be seen as amotif for our relationship with God. We do not necessarily need to use words but God
sees just what we arelike. It also tiesin with the theme of identity. "My identity had been Robert's wife."
Our identity should never be wrapped up in another person. Our identity should be found in Jesus.

There isthe need for closure on present and outstanding crimes. Gwen will push on trying to uncover the
truth.

The novel explores the silence of God. "Tak to me God! Answer mel" Sometimes we cannot hear God but
that does not mean that He isinactive. God is always caring for us and working for our good.

The novel examines the theme of trust. Sometimes lifeis very confusing and we do not know who to trust.
Gwen istold to "Trust no-one." But there is One whom she can trust and He is God.

Within the novel thereis areligious group. It is viewed with suspicion and mistrust. Are the people good or
deluded? Y ou must read the novel and make up your own mind.

| very much enjoyed my first delve into the world of Gwen Marcey. | shall certainly be exploring more
novels with her as the central character.

| received this book for free in exchange for afair and honest review. No monetary compensation was
received and all views expressed are my own.




Katie says

| waited for awhile to start this because | wanted to read the second book first. But it didn't seem to matter.
After reading the fjrst book, | was intrigued with the series but not overly impressed. However, this book
impressed me. | couldn't read fast enough as | tried to figure out the connection between the serial rapist and
the snake handling church and who the bad guy was! The suspense was twisty and creepy (just how I like it)
and | didn't fully figure out the bad guy. they were on my short list of suspects, but | was alittle surprised by
the ending.

It doesn't need to be read as a series, but | do think it would be better that way.

Thanks to Netgalley and publishers for a copy of the book in exchange for my honest review. All opinions
are my own.

Matt says

First and foremost, a large thank you to NetGalley, Carrie Stuart Parks, and Thomas Nelson for providing me
with a copy of this book, which allows me to provide you with this review.

In her latest forensic thriller, Parks brings Gwen Marcey back for another adventure, well out of her comfort
zone. After accepting a brief job in rural Kentucky, Marcey arrives to help the Pike County sheriff with a
serial rapist. Marcey interviewsthe latest victim in hopes of getting enough to provide a forensic sketch,
before they are able to secure enough information, the victim goes missing, as have the other rape victims.
Sheriff Clayton Reed has another project on which he could use Marcey's assistance and shuittles her over to
vigit a state senator, whose lavish home is both daunting and alluring. Marcey is asked to go undercover to
identify key members of a serpent charming church, alocal branch-off of the Pentecostals. A number of its
members have turned up dead from snakebites, poison ingestion, and other incidents, all of which points to
danger within the sect. Leery of how she will be able to keep her task away from the others, Marcey waffles,
but is soon convinced that her artistic skills might be more useful than anything else that's been tried. Marcey
receives two pieces of poignant news before she makes her final decision: her daughter is being sent to stay
with her for atime, and her cancer has returned. Working to digest both pieces, Marcey embarks on her
adventure with daughter, Aynslee, alongside her. Aynslee exhibits typical teenage behaviour but turns out to
be more interested in the religious experience than could have been imagined. Beginning with a service,
Marcey and Ayndlee areinvited to afull revival, where serpents will appear and others acts of God
presented. While Marcey does her best to focus on the ringleaders, she isintercepted by some who find her
outsider nature to be more concerning. With arapist still on the loose and a killer within the religious group,
Marcey remains on guard and must find answers before she is revealed to be a skeptic. However, danger
seems to find Marcey easily and she is pulled in deeper than she could have expected! which may leave her
in dire straits before the cancer can ravage her body. A wonderfully compelling novel by Parks that tackles
not only the forensics, but also struggles with religion, spirituality, and personal defeat. A must read by any
reader whose interest strays into the forensics sciences.

Parks uses her Gwen Marcey character to emulate her own life experience, which shows in her writing.
Detailed description of forensic artists and their techniques pepper the narrative as well as enrich the
protagonist as she seeks to educate and undertake all tasks. Thisis an oft-forgotten aspect of forensics, so
highlighting it appears to serve multiple purposes. Parks al so ventures into the always-delicate area of
religious groups for the second time, this time a Pentecostal sect whose use of serpents mirrors versesin the



New Testament. Parksis able to present the idea as grounded in faith, even if Gwen Marcey's character is
skeptical of the whole thing, without being demeaning or dismissive. Thisis a strong theme throughout, as
the reader explores the nuances of religious belief and is faced with some acts that may seem dangerous or
outright silly. Parks turns inward on the Gwen Marcey struggle with the news that cancer is back and how
she will handle her inevitable death. Marcey has been through this before, but its reemergence weighs
heavily on her mind and loosely accepted soul. There are portions of the novel in which Marcey beginsto
have conversations with herself and othersin her mind, which led me to wonder if these were lessto
rationalize events and more along the lines of delusions tied to the disease. How Parksis able to pull in so
many characters who have touched Marcey without writing them into the story is quite smart, while also
pushing the envelop with Marcey's sanity and her grounded nature. The story plays out well and the
characters support all needed aspects, allowing the reader to feel tied to everything, which not getting too
bogged down in any single aspect. Parks shows her superior writing abilitiesin this regard and should be
complimented for this approach. Truly anovel that has been well-crafted and succeeds in luring the reader in
from the opening pages.

Kudos, Madam Parks for another stellar piece of writing. | cannot wait to see if Gwen Marcey returns for
another adventure, should her health be up to it.

Like/hate the review? An ever-growing collection of others appears at:
http://pecheyponderings.wordpress.com/

Carrie Schmidt (Reading isMy Super Power) says

I’m going to start this review with a sentence | never thought I’d have occasion to say.
If you enjoy Cynthia Ruchti’s books, you'll enjoy thisthriller by Carrie Stuart Parks.

Let me explain. One of the main reasons (out of several) that | consider Cynthia Ruchti one of my favorite
authorsisthe voice she givesto her characters' inner dialogue. It speaks my sense of humor and makes me
laugh even when I’ ve aready gone through a pack and a half of tissues on a particular book.

Carrie Stuart Parks give that same kind of almost-snarky, very relatable voice to Gwen Marcey’ s inner
dialogue, and I loveit! Gwen herself as a character is authentic and honest — she's human. She gets angry at
God. She gets angry at her ex-husband. She has a typical mother-daughter relationship with her teenager, and
she has a best friend who is the perfect Ethel to her Lucy. (Or it might be the other way around.) She loves
her dog. She loves her career but she' s struggling to make ends meet. She's scared of spiders and other bugs.
And she's a cancer survivor who relates the effects of chemo and a double mastectomy with frankness and
likability. She'sfunny and sincere and really really smart and gutsy, and she' s exactly the type of character |
would love to have as afriend.

So Gwen isfantastic as a recurring main character in the series (you can certainly read When Death Draws
Near as a stand alone but I’ ve just caught up on all three and you will appreciate Gwen more if you read
them from the beginning) ... but what about the suspense? Because a good thriller must be suspenseful —
even alittle scary.

Once again, Carrie Stuart Parks passes this test with flying colors! My. Goodness. Do not plan on sleeping
while you’re reading When Death Draws Near — or perhaps for a bit after you' ve finished lol. All three of her



books start out intense and really stay that way until the end, with brief [ulls for research (which | usually
find even more fascinating... because I’ m geeky that way), but the scary sometimes sneaks up on you. And
while in every single book in this series so far |’ ve been so confident that | had it solved before Gwen, | had
to eat my theories when Parks' masterful plotting threw me a curveball. | went from “C’ ' mon. It's SO
obvious.” to “Well. | didn't see that one coming.” and smiling sheepishly (and hypothetically) at the person
who would have been swiftly jailed had | been the one solving these crimes.

Each Gwen Marcey book has spotlighted forensic artistry, something in which Parks clearly adds her own
career expertise to the mix. | found this absolutely fascinating — particularly the psychological elements that
areinvolved. | also love the focus of each book and how well Parks has handled potentially sensitive topics.
In A Cry From The Dust, Gwen stumbles onto an extremist offshoot of the LDS. In The Bones Will Speak,
sheruns awry of aneo-Nazi group. And in When Death Draws Near, she finds herself in the middle of snake
handlers. | think just the natural intensity that goes along with any of these groups automatically ratchets up
the tension in the book itself, and this gives added depth to the suspense. And while Parks does zero in on the
extremists, she really focuses more on the warped evil committing crimesin their name and doesn’t pass
judgment on the religions from where they originated. In other words, your suspense novel will not be
interrupted for a political speech lol. (Amen.)

Gwen Marcey should be every criminal’ s worst nightmare even though she typically wields a pencil and her
brain instead of agun. And Carrie Stuart Parks should be on every suspense-fan’s must-read list! High-
intensity, edge-of-your-seat thrilling action and psychology. Compelling characters. Moments that make you
laugh. Moments that make you look over your shoulder. Moments that make you wonder if it’s ok to pray for
afictiona character. All of these elements combine into a fast-paced book that will grip you by the heart
AND the mind and refuse to let go until you’ ve reached the end. All three books in the series are fantastic,
but this one may be my favorite.

(I received a copy of this book in exchange for only my honest review.)

Read my full review at Reading Is My SuperPower

Fiction Aficionado says

I'm really enjoying this series. I’ ve always been afan of detective fiction, and although Gwen Macey isn't
technically a detective, she uses her skillsin forensic art (drawing and analysing facial features) and
statement analysis to help investigate the cases she's called into. Author Carrie Stuart Parks has drawn on her
own real life experiencein creating Gwen'’s character, and | have to admit my nerdy side geeks out alittle at
the glimpses we get into this highly specialised area of forensics! Gwen also has an unfortunate knack for
getting caught up in the action, and the final third of the book made for gripping reading as Gwen tried to
extricate herself from the situation she wasiin.

Having said all that, if you have afear of snakes, then this might not be the book for you! When Gwen is
flown out to Pike County, Kentucky, to help identify a murder victim, she also finds herself investigating the
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ with Signs Following; in other words, Pentecostal snake handlers! (A sect
that really does exist, | might add.) Let’sjust say it'sagood thing Gwen is (marginally) better with snakes
than sheiswith spiders! For my part, there were one or two scenes that had me shuddering. I'm glad it was
Gwen and not me! | also thought Carrie Stuart Parks handled the sect well, neither promoting it nor
denigrating it, but allowing the characters to present a variety of opinions and observations.



As with the previous two books in the series, the plot isintriguing and there is an interesting group of
secondary characters who muddy the waters. especially when the main suspect accosts Gwen and her
daughter, Aynslee, only to warn them, “Don’t trust anyone. Anyone. Do you understand?’ before fleeing
into the night. Things only become more interesting when Gwen and Aynslee attend a snake-handling
revival at the behest of state senator, Arless Campbell, and his wife Blanche.

Plot and forensics aside, the other thing | love about this seriesis Gwen herself — her dry, often self-
deprecating wit, and her personal struggle as a breast cancer survivor whose husband divorced her because
sheis now ‘damaged goods' . Again, the author has real life experience to draw on, and it shows. Ayndeeis
well-drawn too, matching her mother for dry wit and adding a wonderful relationship dynamic as Gwen tries
to navigate life with a teen — although | occasionally wished Gwen would pull her up for being disrespectful
with her ‘whatever’ responses.

Thiswas agreat read, and | hopeitisn’t the last we'll see of Gwen Marcey.

| received a copy of this novel from the publisher. This has not influenced the content of my review.

Holly says

WOW OWOW!! Full review coming soon

Veramallard says

WHEN DEATH DRAWS NEAR; STORY LINE:

Gwen Marcey, forensic artit, is back in action in When Death Draws Near, book 3 of the Gwen Marcey
stories. Pikeville, Kentucky isthe center of murder, accidents, and rapes; then, there are the Pentecostal
Snake Handlersto add spice. Gwen's job in Pikevilleisto render a drawing of the latest victim. What starts
asasimple case spirals out of control into much worse. Gwen finds her cancer has returned, her ex-husband
isstill acontrolling conniving jerk who loves to humiliate and demean her, and something is very off in
Pikeville.

The Hillbilly Rapist is active, bodies are found murdered, the Sheriff's Dept seems ineffective, and the local
underground snake handling Pentecostal Church is going strong. Gwen finds herself hired to infiltrate the
group, identify and render drawings the handlers and report any illegal activity. The richest man in town,
who happens to have White House aspirations, wants the Pentecostal snake handlers out of business.

Pikevilleisahub of criminal activity and Gwen finds herself in the center of the storm. Come with Gwen as
she ferrets out the truth, protects her daughter, meets a new man, and deliversjustice.
WHEN DEATH DRAWS NEAR, CHARACTERS, PLOTTING, AND DEVELOPMENT:

In When Death Draws Near, author Carrie Stuart Parks has crafted a first-rate criminal story. Asaresult, |
found | could not put down this book. Ms. Parks had many threadsin this story which she skillfully wove



together to create an intense and intriguing story-line. Consequently, the plots just kept coming; woven into
the story by a master.

Furthermore, Ms. Parks has a cast of characters which she skillfully developed and was progressive
throughout the book. Y ou will root for Gwen, shiver and worry when in danger, despise her ex-husband, and
love her attitude to life. Her daughter you will find is a normal teenager with all their attitudes and opinions.
The secondary characters are essential to the story line and well-developed. Also, | found Ms. Parks' research
into the Pentecostal Movement well done and her legal background added much authenticity to the story-
line.

Ms. Parks has akiller of an ending which you will not expect. Kudos, Ms. Parks, kudos. What a surprise, my
mouth fell open! The pacing of the revelations were spot on and the length of the book was correct. This
book does not rely on fluff to fill the pages.

In concluding the review of When Death Draws Near, | found this awell-written and developed book. The
story never lags or bogs down nor does the author fill the story with meaningless dialogue. Once again, Ms.
Parks has crafted afirst-rate criminal story-line.

WHEN DEATH DRAWS NEAR, RECOMMENDATION: 5 STARS:

In conclusion, | do not hesitate to give this book 5 stars. Y ou will not regret purchasing this book if you love
agood solid crime story.

Final Note: | received this book from the author and Netgalley in return for an honest book review. Book
reviews of any novel are dependent on the book review author’s opinion; consequently book reviews on line
under my name and on my blog are my opinion.

Christian Fiction Addiction says

Carrie Stuart Parks offers up another enjoyable novel with her latest, "When Death Draws Near", a book that
kept me turning the pages from start to finish. | have greatly enjoyed watching Gwen in her job of forensic
artist in the first two instalments in the series, so | was glad to see her return in awhole different kind of
mystery as she goes undercover with agroup of snake handlers! Gwen is one of those characters who you
just can't get enough of, as she shows herself to be so strong in the face of challenges that may force
someone elseinto just giving up. And | must confessto a bit of character envy, because | wish | could draw
with the same skill that Gwen employsin her work with her fantastic memory for faces and her ability to
bring them to life. Parks has definitely ratcheted up the "chill factor” in this suspense novel to awhole new
level, and | was kept guessing throughout the book trying to figure out who was who and what, exactly, was
going on. My only hesitation about the novel isthat Gwen ends up choosing to take her daughter undercover
with her into a cult where danger abounds. As a parent myself | simply can't imagine doing so, no matter
how much | felt | had no other choice. At the same time, though, she shows us that we should never judge
people just by what we think we know about them, as readers discover that the members of the cult are all
too human, wrestling with their fears and doubts, just like any of us can do.

The Gwen Marcey series continues to fascinate me with its unique characters and well-written plots. "When
Death Draws Near" is another solid addition to the series and one | am sure readers who enjoy suspense will



be eager to add to their collection. | award this book arating of 4 out of 5 stars.

Book has been provided courtesy of the publisher and the Litfuse Publicity Group, for the purposes of this
unbiased review.

Heather Gilbert says

4.5 stars. Looking forward to the next one!




