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A man returns to the town where a baffling murder took place 27 years earlier, determined to get to the
bottom of the story. Just hours after marrying the beautiful AngelaVicario, everyone agrees, Bayardo San
Roman returned his bride in disgrace to her parents. Her distraught family forced her to name her first lover;
and her twin brothers announced their intention to murder Santiago Nasar for dishonoring their sister.

Y et if everyone knew the murder was going to happen, why did no one intervene to stop it? The morethat is
learned, the less is understood, and as the story races to its inexplicable conclusion, an entire society--not just
apair of murderers—is put on trial.
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Andre B?dic? says

Frumosl!

LuisC. says

In asmall Caribbean village, the inhabitants finally fall asleep after the great feast given at the wedding of
Bayardo San Roman and Angela Vicario.

But at two o'clock in the morning, the bridegroom suddenly brings Angela back to her parents house. He
repudiates her because she lied about her virginity at the time of the marriage.

When the twins Pedro and Pablo Vicario, Angelas brothers, go home, they decide to avenge the family
honor by killing Santiago Nasar, the one who, according to their sister, is responsible for his repudiation.
Chronicle of aDeath Foretold is a story of surprising strength despite its brevity. What power in the terms
used, what suspense felt by the author's stroke of genius: begin with the end, that is, the death of Nasar
before explaining to us the facts that led to this disaster.

It isthrough a narrator who seemsto investigate a posteriori on the death of Nasar that Garcia Méarquez
explains the facts to us. Minute per minute, the situation is analyzed in depth and the different implications
and reasons for the murder committed by the Vicario brothers gradually unfold.

Desire of vengeance, of course. But not only. Obligation, for two young men, to launder family honor by
shedding the blood of a man whose guilt is not yet established with certainty. In fact, neither Pablo nor Pedro
seems delighted to commit thisirreparable act. As the narrator explains the facts, one redlizesthat if the
twinstell everyone what they are preparing to do, it is because they hope to be arrested before facts. They
want someone, anyone, even awoman, to prevent them from killing Nasar. Or, at least, that their future
victim be warned, so that Nasar can shelter himself or be able to defend himself.

The Vicario brothers are not murderers, it is the habits and customs of their society that really killed Nasar.
Indirectly, but as surely as the knives used by the twins. If the virginity of awoman before marriage was not
so great in this small remote Caribbean village, if Angela had not lied about the identity of the official, if she
had confessed to her future husband that she was not avirgin, if someone had warned Nasar if he had slept in
the morning instead of getting up early to catch sight of the bishop's boat passing the river behind the village
... These are dll very diverse and apparently unrelated elements that lead Nasar to his loss.

We have mor e than once the impression that when the narrator speaks, it isactually Garcia Marquez
who expresses himself through him. Hasthe author himself investigated thisfact, which has marked
him to the point of inspiring him with a story? Mystery.

However, despite this realism, the share of "magic”, typical of the author, is not lacking. Thus, the village
described here recalls Macondo, thisimaginary village, the setting of Garcia Méarquez's Hundred Y ears of
Solitude. And to be sure that his narrative marks the spirits, the author does not hesitate to make walk and
talk adying Santiago Nasar who, while holding the entrails that fall out of his belly, manages to go home
making the turn of the house (the Vicario brothers killed him while Nasar was trying to go home by the front
door, locked) to shout at a neighbor: "They killed me."

Brina says

Nobel Laureate Gabriel Garcia Marquez who is best known for his One Hundred Y ears of Solitude penned a



novellaA Chronicle of Death Foretold based on real life events that he witnessed. In this novella, Marquez
tells through the eyes of an unnamed narrator the events that |ead to the murder of Santiago Nasar. It isin the
characterizations of the personas this short book that we get ataste of Marquez' brilliance which won him
many honors during hiswriting career.

Santiago Nasar isthe only child of Ibrahim Nasar and Placida Nacido. He is engaged to be married to Flor
Miguel, but as his father before him, has engaged in trysts with his housekeeper's daughter. Likewise he has
frequented a whorehouse and has an intimate relationship with its matron.

Meanwhile Bayardo San Ramon and Angela Vicario are to be married. Angelais not avirgin and San
Ramon kicks her out of their marriage chamber. She is dishonored by her mother, and her twin brothers
Pablo and Pedro are determined to kill the man responsible for their sister's reckless behavior. All signs point
to Santiago Nasar.

The narrator tells this tale when all principal players have reached middle age. A boyhood friend of Nasar
and a cousin of the Vicarios, he is determined to find out if Nasar was really guilty. Angela has paid the
price, living like an old maid, yet still professing her love to Bayardo San Ramon after all these years. Y et
despite the narrator's attempts to piece all the evidence together, Angelawill not reveal the key clue, leaving
the reader hanging throughout this short tale.

Even in this short tale, it is obvious to me that Garcia Marquez knows how to weave a story together. | am
fan of 1sabel Allende and people tell me that her writing reminds them of Garcia Marquez. Asthisis my first
taste of hiswriting, | can sense the similarities- many charactersin a Latin American village, the opening
sentences containing flashbacks, and a high level of magical realism. | rate this novella 4 stars for its short
length as | look forward to reading Garcia Marquez' opus which earned him international renown.

Araz Goran says
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Jokoloyo says

Before | started reading this book, Goodreads have aready recorded 73,000 ratings and 3,500 reviews.

When | was reading this book, | found out some friends had read this book at his’her school age. How lucky
you are, my friends. Thisisagood novel.

There are thousands correct ways to write astory. This novel used one of the rarely used ways. It was using
non-linear timeline story, move back-and-forth between multi POV from a same morning when the incident
occurred. It was not the first story using it ("In The Groove" of Rashomon and Other Stories came to my
mind), but Marquez added more factorsinto the story: unavoidable fate (no matter how good your intentions
or how hard your efforts), or how some persons were weak-willed too afraid to intervene. In other words,
thisfiction injected some realistic factors in the novel, combined with skillful writing.

| want to point the HAPPY ending for this novel. How genius Marquez put the real end of the story in the
middle of the story (view spoiler). It was so beautiful (view spoiler).

Steven Godin says

Stabbing a man to death is not as easy asit sounds, after all, it took 23 swipes at poor old Julius Caesar, but
only one of them was actually deemed fatal. It takes a hell of an effort.

Not like that seen in those pathetic slasher movies, where a big breasted peroxide blonde is chased around a
mansion by a nutcase bearing a huge blade that only dishes out flesh wounds.

Chronicling the murder of one Santiago Nasar in a small unnamed South American village, Marquez dazzles
in afictiona world that is as pungently sharp as the knives used to kill, it'samurder everyone in town knew
was coming, yet no one wanted. "Never was a death more foretold.” says the the novels narrator, recounting
the events of that fateful day, in fact, it's many years later where the story istold from, using the recollections
of various townsfolk, a pictureis dowly built up of just "who" and "why" this horrendous act took place. The
purposeis lessto do with trying solve any mystery, as the deed was committed in broad daylight, by two
brothers, who understood their sister had been dishonored by Nasar, it's more based on the determination to
try and understand why no one was able to prevent the death from happening. Spare in tone and somewhat
bizarreit's aclever piece of writing that explores the nature of complicity and fate, and of how an act of
savage intent can effect so many lives over time.

Marquez utilizes mysticism and spirituality in his writing that represents culture, and symbolizes meaning
within the context of the work. The death of Santiago may not have been avoided, partially due to the strange
inabilities of his charactersto connect with their spiritual powers. Both Santiago’s mother and his god-
mother are unable to ‘truly fedl his demise’. Mostly random thoughts and actions of several different people
contribute to altering the course of that murderous day, with the fate of Santiago totally left in the hands of
others.

Although a quick read, what | admired the most was the fact it's a deeper story than you think, it's not just the
death of one, but the suffering of many, those who are burdened with failed responsibilities, the knives may
have been in the hands of the killers, but seemingly the whole village a so has atight grip around them, this



makes the story all the more powerful and ultimately
sad in the end, leaving an open wound on the people, unlikely ever to heal.

Amira Mahmoud says
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Mutasim Billah says

"On the day they were going to kill him, Santiago Nasar got up at five-thirty in the morning to wait for the

boat the bishop was coming on."

A grand wedding. A gruesome murder. And a multitude of lives changed forever. Chronicle of a Death
Foretold is a novellawhich recounts a fictionalized account inspired by an actual incident of honor-killing in

Colombiaback in 1951, now immortalized in this 1981 novella

The story is about the series of eventsleading up to a murder, and its aftermath. It is written in pseudo-
journalistic stylein the form of interviewed accounts staged 20 years after the tragedy.

Fun fact: The novel led to a 17-year legal battle after aman claimed unlawful use of hislife story for the

novel.



Jibran says

There had never been a death so foretold.

Marquez's oeuvre may be roughly divided into two streams of writing: the magician of One Hundred Y ears
of Solitude and Lovein the Time of Cholera and the journalist-adventurer of this novel and News of a
Kidnapping. The ominous world of magic realism closes shop when Marquez switches his gearsto
journalistic storytelling. But may be not quite; because right from the opening scene an eerie premonition
trails at the hedls of Santiago Nasar and, do what he might, catches him unawares to punish him for a crime
he might or might not have committed. The writer-narrator sets himself up to the task of investigating the
eventsthat led to the death so foretold.

Say, it's areportage of the impossible and inexplicable murder that could be - could be - prevented with just
ashout. Say, it'sa story of aman who must pay for violating the unwritten code of honour when heis
suspected of deflowering Angela Vicario, his best pal's sister, hours before she was to get married to another
man.

One may describe it as a story of an honour killing. But like other stories of thiskind thisis not a self-
conscious attempt, aimed at soliciting the reader's sympathy (tsk tsk), told from the distance of an outsider's
point of view; it does not label a whole value system backward and barbaric which stories of this kind have a
habit of doing. It stands entirely on its own merit for the masterful way in which Marquez relates the events
leading up to the horrific murder by situating the story within the moral archetype of the time and place
wherein it takes place. This objectivity sits at the heart of good writing and this sets Marquez apart from a
bevy of other writers who have expended words on a similar theme.

There's ambiguity with respect to the victim’srole: Was Santiago Nasar guilty of dishonouring Angela
Vicario? Or was there a big misunderstanding all along, unhelped by a surfeit of circumstantial evidence?
Here you have Mérquez, the master investigative journalist, with the best implements of his trade, testing
your powers of observation, inviting you to solve the puzzle he's set for you.

I bit my fingers down to my elbow for how everyonein the small hamlet in a series of perfectly aligned
incidents got wind of the murder plan and yet nobody took it serious enough to warn the victim till the last
moment when it was too late, when he was too fatally wounded to take stock of the warnings that came
pouring in as the butcher's knife transpierced the soft mass of his belly.

“They all saw him come out, and they all understood that now he knew they were going to kill
him”

By the honour of Angela Vicario, thisisastory unequaled initstelling.

lan says

| own about 70 copies of illegally-photocopied versions of thisbook so | can use it with my studentsin class.



And unlike most books | teach, | read this one every year.
Why? 'Cuz it's an unbelievable text.

| firmly believe that Santiago Nasar is one of literature's greatest Christ-figures. Many of Garcia's books have
Christ-figures, of course, but Santiago is Jesus with atwist. When the book starts, Santiago is portrayed as a
bad man who iswasteful and immoral and violent. When he isfingered for taking the virginity of a non-
whore, any reader would believe in his guilt.

But by the end of the book, it is obvious that Santiago did not commit the crime (Garcia hides the line where
thisis stated unequivocally, but it isthere). But heis killed nonetheless (multiple times, actually) and the
entire town, who did not stop the attack on Santiago, feels guilty for their inaction for the next twenty years.

It'ssuch abrilliant idea that is told so exquisitely, that | can't think of a better sub-100 page book to read over
atwo day period. And my students can't, either, as | have never had a disappointed student. Ever.

Amr Mohamed says
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Xap? Z. says

_Chronicle of a Death Foretold_

oh God, | love Marquez

Amalia Gavea says

“"There had never been a death more foretold.”’



Santiago is murdered in the market of a Colombian town. The perpetrators are two brothers. His crime? The
supposed defilement of their sister, whose marriage to a young man was broken because she wasn't avirgin.
Marquez does something extraordinary here. He creates one of his finest works, a crime mystery where the
guestion isn’'t who or what but why. Why did everything happen in such away? Why do people have to
resort to such actions? Why are we worse than the wildest animals? Mérquez is concerned with human
nature and the origin of truth and lies, In nonlinear narrative, written in first-person account, based on real-
life events, Mérquez creates a masterpiece whose title entered our everyday speech, whose inevitable
violence still shocks us.

“Lowlifes’’ {..} shitty animalsthat can’t do anything that isn’t something awful.”

When | first read this novella, some 10-odd years ago, | was studying in university and a colleague asked me
why on Earth would | ever read a book whose outcome is known beforehand. Thereisanidiot in every
corner and Marquez seemed to know that well. The portraits of the town residents couldn’t have been darker.
They condemn Santiago because his origins aren’t the same as their own. He is an Other, therefore he is
guilty without the benefit of doubt. Does this ring a bell? Everybody knows what is to come but no one
warns him. The police do nothing, the priest forgets the most fundamental of Christ’s teaching and does
nothing. When the mob condemns you, you don’t stand a chance. M&rquez’ s contempt and disgust are
evident throughout the novella.

Marquez also touches on the themes of gender equality and *’ purity’’. Santiago isn't painted in favourable
colours, his contempt and violence towards women are often mentioned. Angelais arather controversial
character too. Y ou cannot take a solemn vow whether she speaks the truth or not, sheis fickle and empty-
headed and as much of atragic character like Santiago. Was she raped? Was she in love with an other man?
These are the actual mysteries of the story.

' saw the knivesin the light from the street lamps and it looked to me that they were dripping blood.”’

Marquez is the writer who paved the way for Magical Realism, incorporating its elementsto each story ina
subtle, poetic way, making the narration flow without turning into Fantasy. This became a common feature
in Latin American Literature and quite a few writers tried to mimic him with poor results. In Chronicle of a
Death Foretold, the omens acquire an aimost Biblical significance. The weather, the animals- primarily
dogs- the prophetic dreams bring to mind the fables of the signs that precede a catastrophe. Think of the
omens described in Shakespeare' s Julius Caesar, in the night before the vile murder took place.

Every book by Marquez requires patience, dedication and a close attention to the story in order to fully
understand the wealth and magic of hiswriting. Méarquez is a Latin American Dostoevsky, awriter that
should be required reading if we want teenagers to ever become accomplished readers.

“’Give me a prejudice and | will move theworld.”

My reviews can also be found on https://theopinionatedreaderblog.word...

B. Han Varli says



limandan dénmekte olan insanlar, ba?r??malardan tela?lanarak, cinayete tan?k olabilmek
amac?yla meydandaki yerlerini almaya ba?lam??lard?

HEP?N?Z ORADAYDINIZ BE!

belediye ba?kan? dahil kitaptaki tim karakterler oradayd? be!

marquez ile tan??mak i¢in harika bir kitap k?rm?z? pazartes...

bence marquez okumak bir ¢e?it uyu?turucu, uyar?c? madde kullanmak tirtinden bir gerceklik.

bunu temel seviyede ?0yle anlatabilirim, alkolin seni etkilemeye ba?ad??? an ho?bulduk demek geliyor mu
meselaicinden? o bilindik teslim oluyorum galiba hissi, nefesteki alkol kokusu, gori?te bulan?kl %k, alg?da
bo? vermiik.

bir, vaha sanki alkoll sen hali, dyle de?l mi?

alkol yerine daha az uyar?c? olan kahveyi de diinebilirsin pekala.

marquez de bu gibi bir uyar?c? madde sanki. okurken yava? yava? teslim oluyorsun, biiyill gercekli?ine
ad?m at?yorsun, ve, bam! harikalar diyar ?ndas?n.

gerceklik bukilmeye ba??yor, o bilindik karakterler evlerinden ¢?%kmaya ba? ?yor, yeni tan?2?7??n
karakterleri dinliyorsun ama daha dnce dahil oldu?un diyaloglar ¢ca?r???m yap?yor, ba?katir bir oksijen
yak?yorsun, gori?0ni peri tozu etkiliyor, alg?da gabriel garcia marquezcilik...

blyl zaman zaman seni fizik yasalar? ile sabit olan evrenine itiyor, du?iniyorsun, tekrar devam ediyor
sonra.

i?eyen bir saat gibi ilerliyor elinde kitap.

mukemmel bir deneyimsin sen marquez!

k?rm?z? pazartesi ileikinci kere giri? yapt?m anlatmaya cal ?2t???m evrene.

yine cok etkilendim, yine kitap bitti ?inde tad? dama??mda kal d?.

bir tirk okuru olarak (kitapta biraz a?a??an?yoruz da) seviyorum seni ve eserlerini, cok da ?ey yapma sen
yine bize. param ile kendime dokunulmazl %k kazand?rd???m? di?Unmtyorum mesela ben, her arap datirk

de?il, deve mi kald? allasen, ?imdi herkesin iki alman arabas? var burada :(

sanki iki kez uyan?k olmak gibi bir ?eydi k?rm?z? pazartesi, bak hala yazmak istiyorum hakk?nda, durdurun
beni!




L ibros Prestados says

Es exactamente |o que dice € titulo.

En ciertamanerame harecordado a"A sangre fria', porque hace una crénica de unos hechos que, en
esencia, ocurrieron. Pero mientras " A sangre fria" es no ficcion, estanovelaesficcion. Y lo curioso es que
GarciaMarquez imitatan bien laforma de créonica, que a veces parece ser mas "no ficcion" que lanovelade
Capote.

Hay personas a quienes les pareci6 aburrido, ami no. Hay quienes no soportan €l estilo de Garcia Marquez,
no es mi caso. A mi me ha parecido una novela muy solida, que hace unaradiografia de una poblacion
pequefia (que en cierta manera podria representar la sociedad colombiana) donde las costumbres, lareligion
y € machismo crean un coctel muy peligroso. Al final, Garcia Mérquez parece querer decir que ese crimen
ocurri6 porgque € mundo esta lleno de gente que "Pasa de follones" (conocidos como "padefos'), de personas
gue agachan la cabeza, se encogen de hombros y pasan la responsabilidad a cualquiera en vez de asumirla
ellos mismos. Al final, ocurre porque nadie o impide. Todos son, de alguna manera, responsables. Tal vez
no culpables, pero si responsables.

Siempre he pensado que €l fuerte de Garcia Marquez no es latrama, sino la construccion del universo, asi
gue sus relatos mas cortos siempre me gustan mas. No es la novela suya que méas me gusta, pero me ha
gustado.

I ssa Deerbany says

Ahmad Sharabiani says

Crénica de una muerte anunciada = Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Chronicle of a Death Foretold (Spanish: Crénica de una muerte anunciada) is a novella by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, published in 1981. It tells, in the form of a pseudo-journalistic reconstruction, the story of the
murder of Santiago Nasar by the two Vicario brothers.

Characters: Santiago Nasar, Angela Vicario, Bayardo San Romén, Pablo and Pedro Vicario
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