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Isabella, the wife Sheikh Adan thought was dead, has just walked back into his life – on the eve of his
wedding to another woman…

Now Adan is to be crowned King, Isabella must be his Queen – sharing his desert throne and the royal bed…
But gone is the dutiful, pure girl he once knew – in her place is a defiant, sultry woman who makes Adan’s
blood run hot… A woman who has no memory of being his wife…
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From Reader Review Strangers in the Desert for online ebook

Nas Dean says

STRANGERS IN THE DESERT by Lynn Raye Harris is a Mills & Boon Modern and a Harlequin Presents
release.

Desert King Sheikh Adan was preparing for his upcoming nuptials when he gets information that his wife
may be alive. Cancelling all his appointments he flies to a small Island and finds her singing in a bar!

He is outraged. And brings her back with him to his desert kingdom. Why did Isabella Maro leave her
husband and a two year old son to go and sing in a bar?

When Isabella meets her two year old son, she knows for certain that she'll never be able to leave him and go
again. Yet Adan wants to divorce Isabella so that he can proceed with his marriage preparations. Now that
Isabella and his precious son had bonded, can he split them apart? What about the electrifying attraction
between Adan and Isabella? When he had married her, she was an innocent and simple girl with nothing
remarkable about her. Yet, now she was a sultry, seductive woman who makes Adan's pulse rage just by
looking at her!

STRANGERS IN THE DESERT is a romance packed with sizzle and sexual tension. This breath-taking
story deals with the effect of post-natal depression on unrequited love resulting in amnesia. Add in a hot
desert Sheikh and readers won't be able to help themselves from flipping the pages late into the night. It is an
exciting premise altogether and the story keeps you involved from the first page. I had to restrain myself
from turning to the last pages to know the `why' and `how' Isabella had left!

Lynne Raye Harris sure knows how to keep readers engaged from the first chapter by her story-telling. She
showed warmth and sensitivity while touching on the subject of post-natal depression. Along with a woman
building back her loss of self-confidence after being brought up to be subservient is heart-touchingly written.

Chantal ❤? says

It missed the 5 stars because the hero was an ass. He even admitted that he never cared for her even if they
had a child together and when a man does the same thing ( loses out on their child first years) he is righteous
in his demand that his child call him dad and f the consequences to that child. Holy shit did I not like that at
all. Also his best friend situation was never resolved or talked about other then to say he loved her and
respects her. Wtf??? Where was her love and respect he could not even be there for the birth of said son!?
Come on his high grown is quicksand!!! Ended to fast with no real closure except that her had 3 more other
kids. So what??? I wanted resolution!!!

Onu says

This was a very good story. But I didn't like the hero Adan much. The heroine, Isabella loved him immensely
and had dedicated her whole life to be a good wife to him. She had even confessed to her husband that her



only aim in life was to make him happy. In spite of such declarations, the hero never really noticed her. She
was just a part of the furniture, totally unforgettable. This really irked me. There's this woman who loves you
and wants only to make you happy, you fail to notice her. You fail to notice that she isn't happy or that she
might be suffering post natal depression? I think he was very shallow. He loved her body but not her
personality and he did nothing to bring her out of her shell.

His declaration of love at the end of the story didn't quite ring true. The story was quite gripping and I was
intrigued by Isabella's story and her disappearance but the hero ruined it for me.

This is one of those very few books where I like the heroine but the hero kills it for me.

Extremely interesting, read it for the sake of Isabella's story.

Patty Pat says

I loved this book a lot. Its packed full of emotion ,love and emotion.
No wonder am a big fan of Mrs.Harris books she is a wonderful writer.

Booklover says

Wonderful Intense Emotional read,this one is a keeper for me,i really cried when Isabella remembered her
marriage and pregnancy and the pain and loneliness was the reason she blocked out her marriage and her
child.Adan he started out as a jerk but later on as story progressed its clear he had good intentions for Rafiq
their child,whatever he did was for his happiness.Adan was a very good father but a very bad husband but
later as days pass by he also realizes his mistakes and regrets it,even acknowledges he never loved
Isabella,she was just a possession but now he loves her.

The story was very good,it had me gripped from start till end,also liked the fact both Isabella and Adan put
their child first and thought of his happiness first,both make efforts to make amends for Rafiq,Adan redeems
himself.I wanted Hassan to pay for his actions,though he says what he did was to protect Isabella but as it is
pointed out he was protecting himself.Really wanted him punished for it but it did not happen,that is the only
disappointing thing for me.

Overall a very good read
Recommend it.

Jenny says

I really liked it even though it frustrated me deeply! I was surprised how this book gave me so many
emotions and for that I must applaud the author. I got sad, I cry I got mad. Full of emotion, passion and high
drama. I liked how the emotional struggles were portrayed and despite the heartache there was a beautiful
HEA. The hero was an amazing strong man dedicated to his son and he broke my heart especially towards
the end! I would have given it 5 stars but I found the heroine too wishy-washy and bitchy at some points.



Other than that it's a great book to lose yourself in!

Nancy Crocker says

Prince Adan is ready to become King in just two weeks. He will be marrying his long time friend who will
become a mother to his son. There is just one thing standing in his way. The wife he believed dead has been
found alive in Maui.

Prince Adan travels to Maui to see for himself if this is indeed his wife. She is a singer who goes by the stage
name Bella Tyler. Her really name is Isabella, and she has no memory of her husband and the child she left
behind. She has been told by her parents that she had a car accident and hit her head, but this is far from the
truth. Prince Adan brings her back to Jahfar with all intentions of divorcing her as he never really loved her
and is very angry she walked away from him and her son. He does not believe at first that she has lost her
memory.

Their marriage had been very one-sided. She was in love with him, but she was basically just a wife to him.
Someone to bed and give him heirs.

Lynn Raye Harris addressed a very important issue with postpartum depression. When Isabella gets her
memory back it is so heartbreaking. You can feel her pain and sadness.

There is so much more to this story than what I have reviewed.Very well written and well worth the read.

Jenn - WebbWeaver Reviews says

This was in a book with three stories. My opinion stays the same. My problem was I couldn't get past the
description on page 2 : Isabella was beautiful but unremarkable in every other way....a bland queen. It's not
her fault..she was raised a Jafaran woman.' Well apparently as an Arab woman she has no redeeming
qualities. Then she spends 2 amnesia filled years in America, and VOILA - instant personality ! I also felt
there was absolutely no love between her and hero. I felt he just took her back because she was his wife.
There was absolutely no chemistry between this couple.
It's a pity as I read the sequal about the hero's brother first and absolutely loved it.

Leona says

What an incredible read. If you only read one HP this year, pick this book. You will not be disappointed. I
rarely give a 5 star rating to an HP. Realistically it's hard to get the depth of characters and plot with only
150 some pages. But surprisingly, this book does.

I don't want to give too much away and the many reviews tell you that Isabella, the wife of Sheikh Adan was
assumed dead for two years after disappearing in the desert. The sheik is now ready to be king and is in the
process of remarriage to a lifelong friend. Isabella, is found alive in Maui singing at a nightclub. The book
focuses mostly on how do they pick up the pieces and where do they go from here. The author does an



excellent job in tackling some very difficult subjects...why the selective amnesia? Was the marriage solid?
Did they love each other? Why did she abandon her child? etc.

It's one heck of a ride, so buckle your seat.

RLA says

The hero Adan is about to be crowned king, and also about to get married. However when one of his aides
informs him that his first wife, whom is presumed dead after she walked into the desert and never found, has
been spotted in Hawaii. Adan doesn't believe it but travels to Hawaii to check it out for himself. As it turns
out his wife Isabella, the heroine, is alive but does not recognise Adan or have any memory of ever being
married. Her father took her to live with her mother after an 'accident' that she has no memory of. Adan is
not sure if he believes her, but plans to find out the truth and get a divorce so he can go ahead with his
upcoming marriage and coronation. He takes Isabella back to his country in order to do this, but once there
he gets to know the real Isabella and old passions return. But he still doesn't know the truth about what
happened to Isabella and neither does she.

Once again Lynn Raye Harris has written an intense and compelling romance that draws you in from the
very first page and keeps you guessing until the very last. The plot is rather unusual, but really well executed,
I really love the fact that this is different than expected. In my opinion Lynn has a real talent for thinking up
original and interesting storylines. There are many parts of this book where the author could so easily have
drifted into cliché-land but wisely stayed away, hooray!(eg. the 'other-woman' fiancée could have been the
bitchy-woman-scorned type, or Isabella's father could have been the devious-schemer type).
As for the reason why Isabella disappeared, it certainly keeps you guessing. Some of my many theories
include; Isabella is lying and did fake her own death / she was kidnapped and brain-washed / her father
cooked it up to get some sort of upper hand / Isabella is a twin and didn't actually marry Adan...! The actual
reason is much less dramatic but very heartbreaking and beautifully written.

This book has two very well crafted characters and and original and exciting plot. In short, this is fantastic
book.

Recommended

Originally posted at http://everyday-is-the-same.blogspot....

StMargarets says

Wow - this was really good. Angst and drama. A second chance and amnesia story. The soon-to-be-king-of-
a-desert kingdom hero thought the heroine was dead for two years (she wandered into the desert a month
after their baby was born) and was never seen again. When the story opens, the heroine is singing in Hawaii
and has no memory of the hero or ever giving birth.

Hero is angry and cruel. Heroine is shocked to find she has a child and wants to see him. Hero wants a quick
divorce and for the heroine to never see their child.



*happy sigh*

The hero has to bring the heroine back to his kingdom in order to divorce her (and she has to agree). Plus
there is the mystery of just what happened to her. (view spoiler)

The hero does realize what he put the heroine through during their first year of marriage and is contrite. He
does an adequate grovel. Heroine grew up a lot and learned to stand up to the hero. There's a nice epilogue
and I believed their HEA.

H/h were both celibate during their separation.

Becky says

Wow...this one will stay with me. I confess that I had a hard time forgiving hero. It's a bummer to think
about men who take women for granted and can sleep with a wife without really caring anything about her as
a person. Her situation drove home the powerlessness of the woman, especially in their culture. There was so
much truth to the way the heroine was treated and what she experienced. I did love his devotion to his son,
but in the end, I think she was too good for him. But I felt her story keenly. (view spoiler)

But a common thread in romance across genre is that men don't value what they do to work for--e.g.,
Motorcycle Man, Beautiful Disaster. That's one reason so many of the women are virginal! It also brought to
mind stories where heroine is in the power of the man and suppresses her personality to be agreeable so that
he won't cast her aside. E.g. Hold

Melody Cox says

***4.5 Stars***

Oh, my! What a fantastic read. This was so much more than I expected.

It was time for Sheikh Adan to settle down and get married. It was arranged and he met his bride one-week
before the wedding ceremony two years ago. He most definitely didn't have any feelings for her. She was his
broodmare to bare his heirs and that was about it. She had been raised by her father who drilled into her how
to act as a woman from Jahfar ...submissive, meet their every need etc. The sheikh was a very poor husband.
He spent no time with her, totally ignoring her wants, needs, pregnancy, and health. He didn't even attend the
doctor's appointments that she asked him to attend nor was he present at the birth. Everything was on her.
She was unliked and used by her family. She had no other relatives or close friends and there was no one
who bothered to look after her. Not a single person offered to take her to the hospital to deliver her child.
Even when she brought their baby home she was expected to do everything on her own. This A$$ of a
husband left her to her own devices. Next thing you know she has disappeared into the desert. She was
pronounced dead although there was no body.

Our illustrious Sheikh who was becoming King and he had to have a wife before the coronation so he asked



one of his best friends to marry him and bare his children. He had less than zero romantic feelings towards
her. Two weeks before the wedding he received a call to say his wife had shown up in Hawaii. He took off to
find her and get a quick divorce so he could marry a perfect woman for him...one who would require nothing
from him and be a great mother for his son.

The A$$hat is just that. He treats her horribly convinced she left him and her baby son out of choice. She
now has amnesia of that horrible time when she drifted into the desert and was found before death claimed
her in some type of bad accident. But he doesn't care and blames everything on her. Apparently, she had
some kind of melt-down related to a severe case of postpartum depression. She is not even aware she has a
son and didn't recognize her husband.

She was expected to do her parents bidding, her husbands and everyone elses but NO ONE cared about her
or looked after her and her newborn. She was so exhausted from giving...giving...giving and never receiving
anything in return. Her emotional bank account was overdrawn. All she wanted was for one person in her life
to love her and she got zip...nada...nothing. She is in her twenties and her parents have never said a kind
word to her and made her feel she was never good enough. That is an awful feeling and the damage doesn't
go away.

Her adoring husband (NOT) went to her room every night for the first month of their marriage and once
pregnant he never went back...almost a year and nothing, not a single touch. She feels so abandoned and not
knowing anyone around was tough. So was the severe morning sickness. Had he cared one iota he would
have detected the after birth deep depression but he didn't.

Her own parents hid the fact that she had been married and given birth, keeping that from her. She thought
she was alone in the world. Be prepared to get angry. She was the innocent party, used and never cared for
with no memory of her life, husband or that she bore a child yet, as per her husband everything was all her
fault. Real good story!

ShoSho says

The plot had so many holes, it could have been used as a sieve. It was enjoyable nonetheless!

Jacqueline says

For me this book suffered from being my least favorite trope: 2nd chance at love. Even the amnesia angle
didn't save it for me. Maybe I just wasn't in the mood so don't let my poor rating put you off. I generally
enjoy this author.


