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From Reader Review The Glass House for online ebook

Erica says

I don't think some of the things I've written are spoilers, but just in case...
| giveit arather solid 3. The reasons for this are,

The murder this time was (in my mind) easily seen through. When you start killing off suspectsit is easy to
ascertain who isthe guilty party. | was also displeased at bringing in a (really rather weak) villainess to stand
against Mr. Denis. If it is someone that he is scared of, then she should be more imposing than she was.

Thirdly the murdered character had such a stupid nickname, that was used more frequently than her real
name, which made me want to throw the book across the room when | read it. In addition, the repeated
mentions of the previous cases seemed awkward and unneeded. We get that thisisn't hisfirst investigation,
get on with the story.

Finally, | was really annoyed by all the loose ends and rather quick changesin characters. While | was very
happy to learn more about the vast and varied acquaintances of Lacey, | would've liked to have seen their
interactions tied up a bit better. When you meet a character, become attached to them through learning their
backstory and then only get a mention that they vaguely still exist, it'sreally quite frustrating. I'm not asking
for ahappily ever after, just a better idea of where they've ended up.

Maybe my curiosities here will be satisfied in the next book. But I'm unsureif I'll continue this series yet. |
will probably continue on since the change of venue should be fresh, but we will see. I'm beginning to see
Lacey more as an indecisive emo rather than a restless and wronged military gentleman. It makes him seem
like avictim, and he is supposed to be stronger than that.

Avid Series Reader says

The Glass House by Ashley Gardner is the third book of the Captain Lacey mystery series set in Regency
London. Captain Gabriel Lacey served in the Napoleonic Wars. He's depressed and moody, recovering from
war injuries, back in London, just scraping by (the family fortune was squandered by his father's debts). His
wealthy and powerful friend Grenville provides help occasionally (when Lacey's pride allows) as they work
together to make inquiries and solve crimes. Lacey's former commanding officer Brandon is a hateful jerk,
but Brandon's wife Louisais Lacey's dearest beloved friend, so he tries to grin and bear the barbs from
Brandon when he visits them.

A young woman's body is found on the banks of the Thames. Lacey is summoned to identify her, in case she
is the woman who lives above hislodgings. She isn't Marianne, but he is touched by her ook of innocence,

and enraged she was murdered. He vowsto find out who killed her.

Turns out she was not so innocent, and his investigation turns dangerous. He learns many secrets of high
society members who frequent a gentlemen's club catering to vices, including child prostitutes.

The overall mood is grim and depressing, for London in general, and Lacey's financial, social & physical



statusin particular. Abundant period detail shows the vast dichotomy between daily lives of workersvs.
members of the elite high society. Action moves along quickly, and Lacey makes interesting acquaintances,
likely to reappear. In solving the crimes, he barely escapes with hislife.

Milena Benini says

Uhm. This seriesis difficult to review. The writing is still decent, the history still well-researched. However,
some elements are beginning to seriously bother me. Number one, the relationship of the protagonist,
Captain Lacey, with his "arch-enemy" is getting more and more ridiculous. In book one, it was established
that the bad-evil guy is bad-evil but would not stoop to procuring alecher with an innocent miss -- and here
Lacey jumpsto the conclusion that a brothel with under-age girls must be his work. OK, so perhaps we're
supposed to understand that he is unreasonable when it comes to the man, but we're simultaneously supposed
to see him as this highly perceptive and very intelligent man, so it doesn't quite work.

Another thing is the gay-guy-is-the-culprit trope, which is getting repeated and, by now, frankly, smply
smacks of homophobia. Also, women are still mostly villainous, except for the hero's love-interests. And yes,
they are plural, since Lacey seems incapable of meeting a woman without desiring her, while all the time
pining for his best friend's wife. So, honestly, pretty meh.

Barb says

If you are reading this review you have likely found Ashley Gardner's first two Captain Lacy mysteries, 'The
Hanover Square Affair' and 'A Regimental Murder'. | have read both of those and now this, the third in the
series. | enjoyed the previous two books and | did like this one aswell but | didn't think it was quite as good
as the other two.

Captain Gabriel Lacy is semi-retired from the 35th Light Dragoons,

unsatisfied and restless without battles to fight he finds himself occupied investigating another murder in
London. Thistime the victim bears a strong resemblance to an acquaintance of his and he is asked to identify
the body. The woman is not his friend but he finds himself compelled to offer his assistance on her behalf.

| like the character Captain Lacy and | understand the need for repetition when writing in a series. But |
found the strained relationship and interactions between the Captain and Colonel Brandon and hiswife a
little redundant. | thought the tension and frustration between the two men added to the previous two stories
but in thisone | felt the animosity was over done and seemed to detract from the story.

The period details are very satisfying and | enjoy the relationships between the characters. This mystery was
not as compelling to me as the previous two. | mostly enjoyed revisiting the familiar characters and learning
more about them.

I hope the next books in this series are more dynamic and satisfying and that Gardner reveals more about
Lacy's past. I'm hoping that his move to the country will mean we see less of the Brandons.

August 6, 2009

| just listened to the audio book version of this after having read the print version back in 2009. I'm finding



that sometimes | like books more the second time around. While thiswasn't afavoritein this series| did like
it enough to give it three stars. | only gave it two stars the last time around.

Denise says

[And with Lacey poised to leave

Jane says

Not as compelling aread as A Regimental Murder, but still very enjoyable. Lacey, being the big noble gal oot
that heis, feels compelled to investigate the death of a young woman fished out of the Thames.

Lacey isthe male equivalent of the female MC who is completely unaware of her beauty. That can be
annoying or amusing; Gardner makes it amusing. Y ou can tell from the reactions of the women in Lacey's
life that he's sex on legs, and | love the way Gardner has him casually toss in references to his broad
shoulders, thick hair etc. Women want him and men want to be him; | suppose it's only a matter of timetill a
mal e character falls desperately in love with him ala Lord John Grey.

There's anice cast of supporting characters, all easy to distinguish from one another. | prefer the alliesto the
villains; Gardner doesn't do villains as well as some, and Denis and Lady Jane don't come across as fully
rounded to me. There are some little details here and there that don't come across as sufficiently Regency or
English, which pulls me out of the story for amoment. But | dive back in because the stories are more
enjoyable than most historical mysteries. Gardner really knows how to end a chapter with a cliffhanger.

Keri says

Review to come....

L orena says

Still enjoying the world and the character development in this series.

Ingie says

Written December 25, 2015

3.8 Stars - Nothing especially grand or fancy but very enjoyable, moder ately exciting, and always well
made

Book #3



I'm a Captain Lacey fan by now and it was great to listening to a new adventure with these characters
stumbling over a new murder case.

**tipp tapp, tipp tapp...**

# (Y esterday 24th Dec.) ~ It's Christmas Eve (the DAY up here) and I'm on my way to big family Christmas
Dinner. Listening to the second half of this audiobook this morning was a pretty good preparing for alot of
traditional ham, herring, salmon, meatballs, Santa Clause, a bunch of family relatives —more unhealthy
food, cakes, chocolate, mulled wine, candy— and maybe also a nice xmas gift or two (..tried to be be anice
girl thisyear also).

# (One day later 25th Dec.) ~ Jippie Yay! Santa gave me apile of very fine gifts (including four old
fashioned jam jarsfilled with candy that probably should be eaten as soon as possible).

khkkkhkhhkhkkkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhhhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkkkk,kk*x%
London, January 1817

Our hero, the limping, often moody but always very brave, former cavalry officer Captain Gabriel L acey,
nowadays a Amateur Seuth, ....

« ... issummoned to the banks of the Thames to identify the body of ayoung woman. When Lacey looks at
the pretty, dead young woman, cut down too soon, he vows to find her murderer. ... »

“You are bloody stubborn and too damned proud, Lacey.”
“1 know that. Plenty have been happy to tell me so.”

Timefor questioning for clues, wondering about oddly suspect behavior and of course meet some
mysterious people from both the highest society, their staff and ordinary street people. Our curious Captain
is, as aways, together with his very good friend the famous (top gentleman of society) Lucius Grenville,
running around (an aching old war-wounded leg or not) in an 1810:s winter-cold, quite cruel and naughty,
but in the end, believable L ondon.

This The Glass House adventure was as quite often, in the good spirit of saving some unfortunate beautiful
women's honor and dignity, partly Lacey's specialty, and the puzzle was like usually quite impossible to
foresee. No peculiarities but nicely done. ~ | (‘course) like best to follow our main character's own
development and balling with private life intricacies. | still live with the hopeful hope that Lacey will get his
since years dear Louisa (unfortunately married to Colonel Brandon) some day in the future. But who knows?
| cross my...

khkkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhhhhhkhkhhhhhkhhhhhhdhkhhhdhhdhhhhdxddkdhhkxddx*x

The series, author's pen-name, my reviews

There are 10 novels with Captain Lacey, the dashing goodlooking hero, so far. Historical crime
investigations whodunnit books. Ashley Gardner is a pseudonym (or the opposite) for Jennifer Ashley. |
seems to like most books and series by her pen - romances or not. ~ (My reviews: (view spoiler)



)

Onceagain a 8 hours excellent theatrical narration

| truly like James Gillies narration style, it fit perfect to male voiced mysteriesin abit light and old-
fashioned historical genre. Gillies sounds grumpy like our bighearted gorgeous, but often angry or depressed,
hero. Gillies women voices are maybe a bit silly and cheesy but all in all feels he as good enough narrator.

‘I could not call after her. | could not beg her to stay. | could only stand there, my hands curling
and uncurling, while the woman | cared for most in the world walked out of my life.’

My third time with the limping brave mystery solving Captain Lacey two hundred years ago and | like.
Looking forward to start book part #4-The Sudbury School Murders. (view spoiler)

khkkhkkhkhkkkhkhkhkhhkhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhdhkhhhdhhhkhhddxdhdhhhxdxx

| LIKE - and will return... soonish

Sheila says

| am really enjoying getting caught up on this series. The characters are interesting and complex, as are the
mysteries. Looking forward to at least 11 more of these!

Joan says

This third installment, The Glass House, was such a sluggish read that | found myself skipping pages just to
get to the end. Gabriel Lacey came across as nearly psychotic in his zeal to defend the victim, who was by
accounts an adulterer and owner of a bawdy house that supplied young girls as sex workers to depraved men.
| felt no sympathy for Amelia Chapman and felt she came to the bad end she so richly deserved.

Lacey's usual panting after the married L ouisa Brandon was nauseating. His prior decision to blindly follow
Brandon to war and subsequent neglect of hiswife belies his rabid defense damselsin distress. When his
nemesis, James Denis, offered Lacey the location of Lacey's estranged wife and daughter, in his stubborn
pride he steadfastly refusesto look for his wife and child, yet he dashes about London offering protection
and defending the honor of other men's wives.

Lacey's friend, Lucius Grenville, has been reduced to sniveling twerp by the malicious viper Marianne. | did
warm up to Lady Breckinridge, sheis curious, intelligent, honest, and brings out the better nature of Captain
Lacey. Thereveal of the murderer lackluster and | was relieved when the story came to an inglorious end.

Hafiza says

Seriesis getting better.



| hope Louisa Brandon disappears- she is so annoying.
$1.99 on Kindle

D.A. Balesays

I'm still aLacey fan, but thisthird in the series was rather thin in plot. When ayoung woman is fished from
the Thames, Lacey is called to identify the body because others fear it is his acquaintance, the young actress
Marianne, who lives above hisflat. Though Lacey isrelieved to discover al iswell with Marianne, he is now
on the hunt for the murder of the young Mrs. Chapman. New characters enter the scene and beloved familiar
rejoin as Lacey's investigation leads him to the horrors of the Glass House, a place even James Denis abhors.
A tentative truceis called between the bitter enemiesin order to bring down the Lady and her disgusting
house of ill repute catering to the uber wealthy and connected of London society.

The thing that bothered me the most about this chapter in Lacey's life was the fact that the murder was so
obvious up front. The manner in which Lacey "solved" the case wasn't really the result of hisinvestigative
prowess but more of atrite machination by Denis. It amost felt asif the author wasn't sure how to tie
everything up, and thus the plot point was ssimply "revealed" to Lacey - it felt very contrived. It didn't ring
true of the prior works and was quite aletdown to this fan.

However, | was glad to see the return of one particular Lady and am thrilled to see the direction of the
potential storyline this offersin future.

This one only gets athree star for now.

Nidofito says

Three booksin and still pretty good. | don’t think it's a very popular series, but it needsto be.

| did find it alarming that many gentleman in Lacey’ s company reach boiling point in ablink of an eye. Very
short-tempered, these men.

Shelly says

This third book in the Captain Lacey Regency Mysteries series has Gabriel Lacey combatting 19th Century
London's high society in the pursuit of justice for the poor and downtrodden. Some interesting foraysinto the
indulgences and vices of Regency London's movers and shakers were informative and a bit shocking.
Happily, there were return appearances by some of my favorite minor characters from books 1 and 2; and |
was relieved to see Lacey's character with less psychological paralysis than the previous installment. | will
likely continue reading this series as a sort of breather between weightier books on my TBR list.




