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L egend says that whomever possesses the St. John talisman ring will find their one true love. Now that the
ring restsin the pocket of renowned scoundrel Brandon St. John, the dashing rake must decide whether itisa
blessing... or acurse.

Never hastheirresistible rogue, Brandon St. John, pursued a woman with more fervor—but his ardent suit of
Lady Verena Westforth has a different purpose. The delectable blond lovely isindeed enticing, but Brandon
suspects her of hiding a valuable missive that he has sworn to recover. With a sensuous kiss and a passionate
caress he intends to lower Verena s guard... and then discover where she's hidden “the goods.”

Without the missive, Verena stands to |ose the one thing dearest to her heart. And now an extraordinary man
has entered her life... at the worst possible time! V ulnerable though she may be, Verena vows she will not be
just another of Brandon’s “conquests,” even as she achesto melt in hisarms. But is he a needed friend or a
foein alluring disguise... and will she be able to proveto him that love istheir true destiny?
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L over of Romance says

Brandon St John, is one of out five siblings, and as much as he despisesit so, heisin possession of the
Talisman Ring. Which is quite alegend within his family and has been passed down the generations.
Although he refusesto believe in such alegend, which says that whoever isin possession of it shall find true
love. Brandon is not eager to find love, settle down or have kids. He is more than ever content as heis. His
younger brother Chase, has just bought a specia license and Brandon and his other brothers and brother n
law endeavor to stop this marriage, believing the one Chase wants to marry is a golddigger. So Brandon goes
over to pay avisit to Lady Verena Westforth. VVerena, having been alone for four years since her husband
passed away, is quite amused by the visit of Brandon. Tempers exchange, since they have both strong
personalities. Verena considering Chase no more than a good friend, is outraged that his brother would try to
buy her off to never see him again. Verena wanting to play atrick on Brandon and to teach him alesson,
takes his five thousand pound note and comes up with a plan to teach the arrogant St John alesson or two.
With Verends brother in town and visiting and knowing that he is being blackmailed, Verenawas tempted a
little to cash it in, but knowing she can find another way to help her brother comes up with away to trick
Brandon. Brandon when finding out the truth from his brother, that she hadn't accepted his proposal was
amused by Verena's hairbrained plot. He finds her enchanting, and like no other woman he has ever
encountered. When his close friends come to him with a dangerous plot that could endanger many lives, he
decidesto help him out. Apparently there is thisimportant list and he believesisin Verena's possession and
he must find it or those after it that are very dangerous, will kill many to get it. Thus Verena and Brandon are
thrown in together in a dangerous plot that could destroy everything that they love, and they both have much
risk. But even though they work together there is also arising desire that is quite explosive between the two
of them.

| found that this was quite an amusing, yet intense story, one | thoroughly enjoyed. | found | just fell in love
with all characters both main and sub. | found myself either laughing my head off or feel so tense from the
suspense of the story. This plot isfilled with danger, a mystery that needs to be solved, passion, and alove
that will entrance you. | love reading Karen Hawkins, all of her books | have loved reading. Thisis onethat |
haven't read and definitely was one of my favorites of hers. But with all her books, | know | will be drawn
into agood plot that will be filled with wit, romance, and an exciting story line with amystery that keeps you
surprised and amused. | know this one was filled with all these aspects and | am definitely glad | picked it
up. You can never go wrong with Karen Hawkins.

Chastity says

I loved this book, but | love every book | have read by Karen Hawkins! Sheis one of my very favorite
authors! Thanks Karen for yet another awesome book!

The story description:

L egend says that whomever possesses the St. John talisman ring will find their one true love. Now that the
ring rests in the pocket of renowned scoundrel Brandon St. John, the dashing rake must decide whether itisa
blessing ... or acurse." Never hastheirresistible rogue, Brandon St. John, pursued awoman with more
fervor -- but his ardent suit of Lady Verena Westforth has a different purpose. The delectable blond lovely is
indeed enticing, but Brandon suspects her of hiding a valuable missive that he has sworn to recover. With a
sensuous Kiss and a passionate caress he intends to lower Verena's guard ... and then discover where she's



hidden "the goods."

Without the missive, Verena stands to lose the one thing dearest to her heart. And now an extraordinary man
has entered her life ... at the worst possible time! V ulnerable though she may be, Verena vows she will not be
just another of Brandon's "conquests,” even as she aches to melt in hisarms. But is he a needed friend or a
foein alluring disguise ... and will she be able to proveto him that love is their true destiny?

Stefanie says

| loved both Brandon and Verenal!

Brandon is bored, he has nothing in hislife he want's to accomplish. Then one day he wantsto save his
brother Chase from one of ‘those women'. But when he meets Verena himself he'simmediatly attracted to
her. She's no ordinary woman. And she dares to refuse his money and sprinkle his cheque over his head!
Verenaisastrong and willful woman. She loves her family dearly but she wants to escape her past. Untill
somenody threatens her brother and she needs to help him. That when the paths of Brandon and Verena keep
crossing.

Brandon wants her in his bed... and in hislifel It's great to see how he tries to woo her, how his feelings for
her start to enfold. Verenaisn't immune to him, but she's afraid to allow her feelings.

Until they decide to facelife... TOGETHER.

L orka says

Although most of the other books in this series landed on my 5-star Keeper Shelf, this one did not. It was il
funtoread, but it did reach a certain level of ridiculous eye-roll worthinessthat | know | would not find
myself grabbing it to read again. The hero Brandon was enjoyable to read, although | don't think there was as
much focus on his Talisman Ring in this book, as there was with the others. The heroine was a hit or miss
with me. Thefirst half of the book, she was cute and sassy with the hero, so that was fun to read, but she was
also extremely stubborn when it came to her parents and that she always needed to keep moving around to
avoid people from recognizing her. So her parents were charlatans, con artists, big deal. They didn't even live
in the same country as her... The way the missing list wrapped up (the shooting, who the bad guys were, etc)
was silly in my opinion. But it was fun to read. Oh! | forgot one Ew moment... The morning after their first
night together, the hero wakes up with afever, sore throat and no voice (from standing in the rain too long)
and the heroine thought he was just too irresistible in his cuteness and proceeded to kiss al over him
anyways. Y uck.

bell says

| found this book tedious and silly. The best part of the story were snip its of overheard conversations of
various members of society that prefaced each chapter.

There are awhole gaggle of brothers, one brother (Chase) who is always getting into trouble and always has
to be recused from himself, is hanging about with awomen who is not considered good company. Verena,
the heroine, is awidow who's father in law blames her for her husbands death. Due to that, her reputation has
been |eft in shambles and she has very little money. She and Chase are friends and he proposes to her. She
politely tells him No and sends him home. Not knowing this, the hero has been elected by his brothersto go



to verenas house and buy her off to leave Chase alone. Verena refuses the money and takes her own revenge
out on the hero, Brandon. In the meantime , one of Brandon's old friends show up and asks hishelp to find a
list" that has gone missing that he is being blackmailed for. Luckily, this"list" is also the same lit, that
unbeknownst to the hero, that Verend's brother is aso being threatened and blackmailed for. (how
convenient plot wise) .

The story started off good, but the fake spy plot really brought it down hill.. | want aromance, not a spy
story.. What really made this atwo star book was Verena's butler, who | think the author was trying to make
entertaining, but in reality came off asasilly plot device. Thisbutler pick pockets of every visitors. Talks
with abad cockney accent, and does other "un butler” things like try to wear visitors coats. Comedy is
extremely difficult to write, Just putting madcap events in doesn't make something funny. | realize he was
supposed to be humorous, but the writing just didn't make it funny, it came off thin and unconvincing and
foolish. Not only that, it literally took me 3 chapters to figure out where the list was.

| was surprised this was by Karen Hawkins because | generally like her work.

Heat level- Somewhat steamy

Violence-fistacuff

Jessica says

hmpf!

Fairy / Anna says

Boring, DNF.

Dianne says

Confessions of a Scoundrel by Karen Hawkins is the second book in the Talisman Ring series. This
historical romance centers on Brandon St. John, the less than proud current owner of the Talisman ring.
Those who follow the legend of the ring believe that whomever carries the ring will find their true love. Of
course, Brandon does not believe in the legend. How could he when heis never interested in awoman
beyond two weeks at the most?

Brandon is tasked by his brothers to pay off Lady Verena Westfort, the woman his brother Chaseis currently
interested in. Her father-in-law blames her for the death of his son and has worked to ruin her reputation to
the point that she is only accepted by the demimonde. Assuming she is nothing but atart, Brandon attempts
to bribe Verenato leave his brother alone. She has already turned down the brother’ s proposal but decidesto
teach Brandon a lesson. She accepts his bank draft and then uses it as an ornament for her next dinner party
making Brandon the center of much laughter.

The attraction between the two isimmediate. They both have a similar sense of humor in the ridiculous and
often end up laughing while they battle one another. When it turns out they are both seeking a missing paper,
they work together to solve the mystery and foil those who would cause them, and those they care about,
harm.

| really loved this book. It had enough of a mystery to keep me interested. The characters were strong and
intelligent. Hawkins managed to create characters who interacted and exhibited the usual angst without
spending paragraph upon paragraph discussing the woes and problems along the way to true love. Thisisa



book worth reading.

Angela says

For most of thisbook | couldn't get over the fact that Brandon was under the impression that V erena had
slept with his brother AND his best friend. Thisisall cleared up in onetiny paragraph at the end, but still, it
was distracting. Also, the missing list suddenly became less important to the Home Office for some reason,
even though they had been threatening a number of thingsto retrieve it throughout the book. The whole plot
was only half conceived.

Thefinal scene with the bad guys happened really quickly with minimal explanations, then all the dramawas
promptly forgotten about and a wedding was planned. Who was driving the runaway coach? Who bonked
Verena on the head? Was Chase completely cool with Brandon going after his girl (the very girl he planned
to Marry via special license at the beginning of this)? The unprofessional butler tried to lend the story some
humor, but really, it was too little too late.

Shasha says

Thetitle could apply to both the MCs.

| was entertained by their first and second meeting but then it became about fighting their lust for each other.
The H had some misunderstandings about the heroine that made me uncomfortable and lose interest in their
growing relationship. The spy plot felt vague with obvious villains and made me like this less. The ending
was very tidy and happy, so much so that it felt out of place.

Overal, not something | want to read again despite some humor and wit. And sex.

Mature content

Lady Gabriella of Awesomeness (On Hiatus) says

3.5 Loveisagrand thing,'tis. An' the best parts of all isthekissin.' stars

Favarite Quote:Men never understand that all a woman truly wants is a man who will listen.Under stand.Pay
her bills.And,of course,love her madly even when her hips wide due to an unfortunate addiction to bon bons.

Brittany says

By finished, | read the first fifty pages and said "nope"




Barbara Rogers says

Talisman Ring Series, Book 2

L egend says that whomever possesses the St. John talisman ring will find their one true love. So, none of the
brothers want possession of the ring and they passit back and forth through all sorts of trickery. The oldest
brother was snared in the 1st book of the series. Thistimeit is Brandon St. John who has the ring. Brandon is
the 'perfect’ one of the bunch -- never makes a social mistake, manages his money well, is aways perfectly
dressed, etc. -- and he's very pompous -- but -- since he really doesn't know it -- everybody likes him.

Brandon and his brothers are concerned about their brother Chase (he'll be book 3) who has not been his
usual happy, high-spirited self for a number of months. Chase has taken up with what the brothers consider
an inappropriate woman and has even procured a special license. Brandon gets the assignment to buy off the
woman so she'll go away and not see Chase anymore.

Brandon goes tearing into the home of Lady Verena Westforth in avery pompous, high-handed manner and
demands that she leave his brother alone and offers her money. He already has the bank draft in-hand and
givesit to her. She tearsit up and throws it about his head like confetti. He keeps insulting her and and
finaly ends up offering her 5,000 pounds. She agrees -- and he sends over the bank draft for the money. She
then takes it and has it folded into an origami animal (with his signature prominently displayed) and usesitin
atable arrangement at her next dinner party where she tells everyone the story. After that, she tears his
signature off the draft (and destroys the rest of it) and has a necklace made with the signature displayed in it
-- which she wears to a gaming hell. He is so embarrassed and she enjoys ridiculing him.

He soon comes to find sheisn't what he thought AND that she had aready turned his brother down and sent
him away before he ever showed up to buy her off.

They are both involved in abit of intrigue that keeps throwing them together. So, they have to fend of the
bad guys and the Home Office and still manage to fall in love.

The best part of the book is Verenas butler -- he steals the whole show. Y ou have to read the book just to see
his antics.

A good read -- | recommend it.

Farhanah Nurhidayah says

Honestly, i bought it just because there was a book fair came up last year, the book was cheap and i wasin
the mood for historical romance. So, i just randomly pick it up and i thought i should give it ago and oh boy,
i was wrong. Here's a habit of mine, i do not like read multiple books at the same time and i wont move on
unlessit wasreally really bad except for some occasional moment where i was determined to finish this book
as achallenge for myself. The book was bad. | mean like the writing style was okay. Easy words, not hard to
follow but sometimes the author wrote like modern consersation at times. Or maybe it just me.

The plot was cliche and predictable. Sorry for spoiler: the plot have Love at the first sight thingy, endless of
going on searching a piece paper which had nothing to do with them at all but just an excuses for the hero to



barge into the heroin life. In the end, it wasright in front of them all along and they lived happily ever after
and magic talisman was passed down to the next St. John family. Overall, the book was a waste of time but it
was entertaining most at the sex part. lolz.

Keri says

So next up with the Talisman ring is Brandon St. John and no little ring is going to get him tied in knots or
tie the knot with any lady. He is after all strictly atwo week love and leave them type of guy. Then heison
to greener bored-but-married-society ladies, it is his motto. But Chase his beloved younger brother has got
himself in amess and about to pop the question to alady of questionable nature. A Ms Verena Westforth has
managed to get Chase so worked up, he has a specia license in his pocket, so Brandon with the backing of
all his brotherswill go forth and pay her off. After al afast lady like her is always looking for a quick quid
to ensure her way of life.

Now | must say, Verenas butler, Herberts, almost stole the entire show with his antics. Y ou know what kind
of quality you are getting when you get your staff from The Society for Wayward Women's Servant Referral
Service and Herbert was hilarious, as Verena constantly has to remind him that no we don't pickpocket our
guests and no we don't try on their coats after we remove them. Those were funny scenes in the book. But
back to Brandon's buy off of Verena. Once Brandon gets there, he acknowledges that Verenais attractive in
afloosy kind of way, | mean gold hair and violet eyes are common, as well as dangerous curves...adimea
dozen..well ok maybe 1/2 dozen, but that bears no relation to Brandon's duty. So Verena takes Brandon's
money after she negotiatesit up to 5,000, she ain't stupid. The she proceeds to make a mockery of Brandon
as she has the check made into a table center piece and has a big party so everybody can see Brandon's name
on the check. Then if that isn't enough, she has it made into a necklace with his signature boldly displayed.
Brandon for his part, didn't find the necklace as shocking as he should have. As a matter of fact, heliked it
all towell.

He found out after the fact that his brother Chase had been firmly turned down two days before he had made
his grand payoff gesture. So he sets out to show Verenawho is boss and storms over to her house to make
her pay with his kisses. He can give her two weeks, even though she doesn't meet his criteria of being
married, his nether regions are in revolt and will fall off if him and his buddies don't get in with Verena. ;-)
Thereisamystery about alist and Verena's brother, but it took a back seat to Brandon and Verenafallingin
love with one another. It was a cute read and | had a couple of laugh out load moments as Brandon figured
out how to deal with Herbert and his pickpocket ways.




