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They came to earth—Pestilence, War, Famine, Death—four horsemen riding their screaming steeds, racing
to the corners of the world. Four horsemen with the power to destroy all of humanity. They came to earth,
and they cameto end us all.

When Pestilence comes for Sara Burn’s town, one thing is certain: everyone she knows and loves is marked
for death. Unless, of course, the angelic-looking horseman is stopped, which is exactly what Sara hasin mind
when she shoots the unholy beast off his steed.

Too bad no one told her Pestilence can’t be killed.

Now the horseman, very much alive and very pissed off, has taken her prisoner, and he's eager to make her
suffer. Only, the longer she' s with him, the more uncertain she is about his true feelings towards her ... and
hers towards him.

And now, well, Saramight still be able to save the world, but in order to do so, she'll have to sacrifice her
heart in the process.
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Navessa says

FUCKING BRAVO.

Okay, so here'sthe thing, | can't remember the last time | enjoyed a book like this. Y ou know, one where
there's a borderline Stockholm Syndrome relationship going on.

Because feminist rage.

This author pulled it off for me, though, and I'm so frigging happy she did, because sometimes | just want to
tune out and enjoy alove story that's dark and twisted and oh so wrong that it's right.

However, | can definitely see other readers having a problem with this book and the romance that blossoms
between the male and female leads. And that really comes down to a simple question:

How do you feel about humanity?

Do you think we're al worth saving, or are you at the point where you're just like, "Fuck it, maybe we
deserve the apocalypse."?

Lately, | fall into the latter category, so | didn't have much of an issue with the male lead (Pestilence, like, of
the four horsemen of the apocalypse) leaving atrail of bubo-covered bodiesin his wake.

And | didn't have a problem with the female |ead starting to fall in love with him, even though he was
actively wiping out her species. Because it's apparent from the beginning that he's not really driving himself
onward. Some divine order is.

Which made for areally interesting male lead. Because, through the heroine, he starts to learn that humanity
might be worth saving after all. Or, more like, maybe some of us are. The resulting existential crisisis

fascinating, and worth sticking around for, in my opinion.

So, ultimately, if you're bothered by their relationship in the beginning, maybe try pushing through until the
end. Because, and | still can't believe I'm saying this, the male lead is fully redeemed by then.

Blog | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Pinter est

Katerina says

Katerina's Guide to Surviving the Apocalypse
(or Pestilence and All His Friends)

O DO nat, | repeat do nat, let mind-blowingly beautiful covers seduce you. Thisisthe first step towards
your doom.



O IF you were weak like me and gave in to the temptress called Cover, you must be prepared to shut your
moral compass. That is hecessary if you do not wish to spend your entire reading experience hearing the
voicesin your head screaming error.404.this.is.not.right.

O ACCEPT that you WILL NOT dive into adark, paranormal, heart-pounding adventure. That your eyes
will feast on apocalypse smut, that the world will literally burn but the heroine will be busy gawking at the
sculpted abs of the human incubator of plague and judging the people who try to kill him in order to save
their families and, you know, MANKIND.

O TRY not to cringe every time Sara calls Pestilence well, Pestilence, even in their, ehem, intimate
moments. (wait, scratch that, it cannot be implemented)

O SIT back and try-te enjoy the ride.

*sigh*

Thisiswrong on so many levels.

If you follow my reviews, you must have known by now that | don't do 2 stars. |'ve dways stood for the
idea that authors expose themselves when they publish a book, because willingly or not they pour a part of
their soulsinto their works, so 3 stars has been my lowest rating, out of (maybe misguided, maybe not)
respect. But thistime, | couldn't help myself. It's not because Laura Thalassais a bad writer; on the contrary,
| enjoyed her prosein general, and liked the sar casm that laced her narration, so thisis by no means an
attack to her talent, or the author herself. | aso know, taking into consideration the average rating of this
book, that | express a highly unpopular opinion, without intending to offend all those readers that enjoyed
Pestilence. Thetruthis, | envy them. The blame for not liking Pestilence is all mine, since | knew it was
about the unlikely romance between a human and thefirst of the Four Hor semen, thus being aware that
the line between right and wrong would be blurry. But guys, the way the main heroine, Sara, perceives things
isall messed up.

Let me give you an example: the last time Sara (who was taken captive by Pestilence) and Pestilence entered
abig city, riding his undead stallion, the citizens had set up an ambush, resulting to Pestilence being gravely
injured (note that he cannot be killed). So, the next time they approach a big city, Sarawants to get off the
main road, because;

a) she wants to spare the people that didn't evacuate from a horrible, painful death
b) she's afraid she might be killed in the ambush
¢) she doesn't want undying Pestilence to get hurt

And yes, Sara goes for option ¢). | suspect she wanted them to throw Pestilence a welcome party as a thank
you for, you know, exterminating human race.

Don't get me wrong, along the way they encountered some really nasty people who committed atrocities
against them, and | do not condone that. However, Sara was present when children and sweet elderly people
died because of Pestilence, when children lost mothersto plague and parents lost their children when
Pestilence commandeered their homesin order for Sarato eat their food (1) and rest (1), something Sara
gradually came to accept. | am sorry, but thisis beyond disturbing.



One could say that the whole point of this book is to show that Pestilence came to understand humanity and
found compassion through the power of luuve, to depict Sara's inner battle etc. | beg to differ. | don't blame
Pestilence for his nature (even though, to be honest, he was abl e to spare people but he did so only for the hot
chick he encountered), | blame Sara for her tolerance. Pestilence tortured her, abused her, made her suffer
again and again, and she stood by his side when he spread death and mourning, getting angry at the people
who tried to stop him.

Sadly, thisflcked up relationship was not my only issue. The entire book consists of the same routine:
Pestilence and Saratravel on horseback, they find some poor fellow's house to rest, and once in awhile they
encounter desperate people trying to stop them. It eventually got really tedious, it felt like | witnessed the
same events again and again.

*another sigh*

To sum up, Pestilence was not the book for me.

BookNest | Instagram

Aidling Zena says

4.5 stars
Review sort of posted 23/6/18

| was planning to write areview for this but my body has let me down. Apparently when | get sick | haveto
do it to extremes. | have the nastiest cold I've had in years while on that time of the the month and battling
migraines. I've had quite enough these past three daysto be honest.

Anywhocaresaboutthi shitcheshealthproblemsway, | loved the book. | loved the concept and the writing was
exceptional. It did remind me The Queen of All that Dies but | dunno if it was because of the characters and
their love-hate relationship or just the authors writing style. Pro-tip, don't read thiswhile you're sick. | had
some pretty messed up, feverish dreams about Pestilence touching me and me dying. Woke up in panic
attack mode because | thought | couldn't breathe. Obvioudly, | could just not that well. | will try to re-write
thisreview at alater time because this rambling doesn't even make sense in my brain, right now or give
justice to thislovely book. | will also try to catch up with all your reviews,updates and news probably next
week as writing this has exhausted me.

Hope you're al healthy and well.
P.S. Please excuse any mistakes.
20/3/18

Free on kindle unlimited at the time of posting!

25/1/18



That cover! The blurb!

Sabrina The Trash Queen says

"Then | saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and | heard one of the four living creatures
saying as with a voice of thunder, “ Come.” | looked, and behold, a white horse, and hewho sat on it had a
bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer” .

IM SO HAPPY | FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS BOOK!
Thisisthefirst book that | have read about the Four Horsemen. And damn if it wasn't good.

This book is agreat combination of avery realistic and sarcastic female character and a very well writing
anti-hero.

It was filled with hate, love, loss, pain, suffering, devastation, violence, torture, forgiveness and
sarcastic/funny moments. What else do you need to be honest?

Saraisjust great, and she and | have 2 things in common, I'm tedious as well and | too have a soft spot for
Pestilence.

| absolutely adore it when she had her philosophical moments and her love for poetry and English literature.
" Because naming things humanizes them. And once you humanize something, you are essentially
recognizing its existence."

I'm sure that since the beginning we weren't supposed to hate Pestilence because he was a fantastic
character. An anti-hero at its finest.

He's somewhat oblivion about the world that he is supposed to destroy just made his character better.
And | absolutely adore him!

" Only Pestilence could outshine the sun."

How can this book end like that? With that cliffhanger? Like, WAR man, WAR! The next book will be about
WAR!
| need it!

Thisis definitely afavorite of mine.

" And so it was, and so it shall be, for the Age of Man is over, and the Age of the Horseman has begun.
They came to earth, and they came to end us all.”




Melissav Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

Holy shit!

Review to come later!

Rachel Reads Ravenoudly says

AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

ALL THE STARS!

In atotally random and weird review, | will be using gifs from the movie EIf to express ALL THE
FEELINGS!

So me about Laura Thalassa all the time:

Which will probably lead to this:

Anyways... from the moment | saw the cover reveal for Pestilence, | was DY ING (get it?) to get my grubby
hands on a copy of this book. | preordered and everything, which | rarely ever do. Then onceit hit my kindle
| couldn't put it down (except for sleep. Stupid stupid sleep).

Here'swhat | was like reading the book:

And | loved it so much! My first 5 star book in over amonth!

Thisisabout Sara, ayoung firefighter who attempts to kill Pestilence when he comes to her town. BUT, he
cannot be killed. So Pestilence takes Sara captive in order to make her suffer. Over time Sarafinds herself
conflicted because of the horrible things he does, but she cannot help but see another side to the horseman.
The question is, can he ever change and go against his nature?

Laurawrites the best new adult fantasy/dystopia novels. | get completely sucked into her world building, her
characters and her stories. | demand more of my book friends read her books!!! Seriously, you won't regret

it.

And now, to wait for the next book..... le sigh.



Also, here's one more gif just cause:

Follow meon v Facebook v Blog v Instagram v Twitter v

AMY v (pronounced AH-MEI)¥ Magnet of Obese Cats says

Update 8

On second thought thisis a6 starsread!!! Seriously so good. I'm upping my rating ‘cuz | recently finished
Dark Harmony and it's not as good as this one but | still enjoyed it so much!! So | found a few flaws there
and gtill a5?? Then Pestilenceis 6 'cuz it's so so good. GUY SH!'! you really need to read Thalassa sensei,
she'slike awriting goddess.

Update 7

#NotMyCover

GUY S! Thalassa sensel was robbed! Serioudly big fraud! A stupid book designer stole the artwork so she
had to replace the cover.

Question, though. If the criminal designer pays for the stolen artwork because he did it after all, can we
recover the old cover? If it's possible let's start a petition. | need the original cover back!

Make the thief pay! Let's start a petition!

Update 6
Guys! Don't get so worked out! It'sjust abook! A good book, too.

It's fiction people.

How isthe cover deceiving? A horseman of the apocalypse fallsin love with hot chick. | mean that's not
lovey-dovey romance, or post-apocalyptic adventure: it's romance of the dark-ish kind. Anyone can see that
just by looking at the cover.

So Pestilence kills people?
Duh!

Update 5

"1 cameto conquer thisland and its people, but instead, one of its people conquered me."

4.5 pestilential stars!

Buddy read till in progress with: Rachel, Jordan, Parvati, Bilabi, Raven Blake, Kimberly and afew more
friends still reading. Click below for their AMY zing reviews, I'll add more reviews later:



v Rachdl's

v Jordan's

v Parvati's

v Bilabi's

v Raven Blake's
v Kimberly

| loved Pestilence! | laughed, | cried, | couldn't put it down!

When you finished a book you loved and need an striking visual of ahot blond horseman and al you can
find isthis:

Y ou scream like this!

Those aren't bad visual, I'm seriously thinking our world is ready for Fabio 2.0. The problem is along with
those images | found this:

Not like | picture my lovely Pestilence.

| picture Pestilence like this:

Anyway! I've been hyped for Pestilence since | saw the cover and | was literally counting down the days
because | have athing for blond antiheros like Laurent, Jace, Aleksey, Lothaire, Warner, Sebastian,

even Sebastian Morgenstern is so close to my heart. Well thanks to Thal assa sensei, dear Pestilence joined
the club! It took me awhile to warm up to him because he was an ass, and not in a good way, but eventually
he won my heart. | love love love love love him! It was so cute how Sara was teaching him to be human.
Don't take me wrong, not everything was lovey-dovey. Some scenes were seriously fucked up and gory, but |
loved that.

Guysthisisa#Mustread, if you're afan of Angelfall or you need to read a book featuring a brooding, blond
hero you'll love Pestilence.

vyvy A4

Update 4.

Buddy read in progress with Rachel, Jordan, Parvati, Bilabi. (Lucia and Corinne, will join us later maybe?
During the holidays?)

v Rachel's




v Jordan's
¥ Parvati's
v Bilabi's

Click on their names to read their reviews.

UPDATE 3: THISISN'T A DRILLING
*¥***X | T'SLIVE GUY Sl #***

*Kisses her kindle

v UPDATE 2v

March 20th can't get here fast enough!
v UPDATEDY

Oho! Februarish- Marchish according to Thalassa-san. | can't wait!
https.//www.goodreads.com/author_blog...

v ORIGINAL REVIEW BEFORE UPDATES:
v NEED THIS! v Release date?

Ashwood (?? ??). says

“S0... | haven't gotten sick.”

“ Astute observation, mortal.”

“ Isthat just luck, or do you control who gets the plague?’ | ask.
“Were you born with all your organsintact?’ he responds.
“Yes...” | say cautioudly.

“Good,” he responds, “then | expect you to use the one beneath your skull.”



Okay, before | diveinto all the many reasons why | absolutely loved this book to the moon and back, | just
want to say: This cover is stunning and perfect, beautiful just like this story.

While reading this book | had afew deja vu moments.. because this story and the two MCsreally reminded
me of Feyre and Rhysand, and a bit of the ACOTAR plot, which made meirreversibly fall in love with this
book.

These two characters are imperfect perfection. There was romance between the two M Cs but this definitely
wasn't an insta-love story, at al. Even though | rarely like insta-love stories, | wouldn’t have minded it if it
was because Sara and Pestilence just.. fit.

Laura Thalassa did an amazing job with this entire book, it had me seeing stars, ugly crying, laughing my
Aztec off and overall it just left mein awe.

The thing with Pestilence was, he wasn't cruel, he was just doing the task that he was assigned to him by the
Divine. He sure as heck didn’'t expect awoman named Sara to come into hislife (well, to legit shoot him off
of his steed), and completely alter his entire way of thinking, literally and metaphorically knocking his world
off its axis.

Pestilence , despite histitle, is a complete and utter sweetheart, a gallant knight in golden armor, who wears a
matching crown atop his brow, he is protective, loyal, compassionate (mainly to Sara) and fierce. Redly, it
was impossible not to fall for him, Doombringer or not.

“1 came to conquer thisland and it’s people but instead, one of its people conquered me.”

Sarais everything a heroine should and ought to be. It was ajoy to actually read about a character who had
flaws but embraced them, who was fearless, who defended her family, friends, and those that couldn’t
defend themselves.. including the guy that came to destroy her own kind, who loved books and poetry (just
want to say her memory is amazing, to remember all those poems off the top of her head.. just wow), and
who was also africkin firefighter! That's badaztec, in my opinion. She was so many awesome things but out
of all those character traits, my favorite was; she was so real.

So, overall, this book was completely stunning.. | can’t wait for War!

Sh3llraiser (grumpybookgrrrl) says

Thisis my first book by this author, and | was quite pleased by how great thiswas. | don't usually like dark
romances, but the author totally made this work. It's an apocalyptic/dystopian story about the Four Horsemen
arriving on Earth to bring about the end of days. Pestilence isfirst. All he hasto do isride through acity and
everyone succumbs to plague within 3-4 days. One hundred percent kill rate.

Until Sara. Sheisafire fighter and draws the short straw to stay behind and try to kill Pestilence. She does,
but he isimmortal, and blessed by God with divine purpose. He leaves her alive after her failed murder

attempt to make her suffer, and the two begin a hate-to-love romance.

The author did a great job building the love between the two characters. Thisisalot deeper and more



emotional than you would think. Made mecry.
For maybe half the book, | was thinking | really liked it, but | could never ship Pestilence and Sara or think
he was book boyfriend material. However, hisinnocence and wonder at experiencing the human condition

and the talent of the author changed that completely.

It isthe best romance | have read in recent times. The section with the elderly couple was so touching.

Corinne says

That cover!
EDIT 09/14/18

| hate the new cover. | had already paid for the paperback and now the new covers won't match. Thisisthe
last time | buy a print book of an incomplete series.

Jilly says

Things | have never expected to say:

1. I think I'll pass on dessert.

2. Thisismy natural hair color.

3. You girls go get drunk and wild in Vegas without me.

4.1 love Pestilence and | can't wait for Warl!

Okay, so | have still never said the first three, but number 4 is very true. Pestilence is my new book
boyfriend. And, good news, HE is actually robbing the cradle, instead of me being a cougar thistime. | think
| read Paranormal just to get book boyfriends my own age - ancient.

Actual footage of me on my porch. That's my natural hair color. Stay off my lawn!

If you ever read the Angelfall series, and wished for some sex in it, thisis the series for you. That was
definitely one of my al-time favorite YA series. Rafe was funnier than Pestilence, but Pestilence is sweeter.
(again. sounds strange.)

So, in this book we have Pestilence, the first of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, riding around, giving
everyone a case of killer boils. The newsis covering it, so of course people get the idea that they will simply
kill him. But, whomever kills him will have to get close enough that they will be sacrificing their lives
because they will be infected. Sarah, our heroine and some of her fellow firefighters draw straws to decide
who is going to do the deed, and she "wins'. Her job is simple - kill Pestilence. Of course, none of these
morons have considered the possibility that maybe, just maybe, an avenging angel of the apocalypse couldn't
be killed. Much like Keith Richards.



Recycle, kids. WWKD?

Sarah's murder attempt is extremely brutal. Like, torturous. So Pestilence decidesto NOT kill her right away,
and instead to make her suffer. And, at first she really does. But, as time goes on, these two crazy kids, who
each tortured the other, fall in love - Stockholm Syndrome style. It's beautiful.

"You have awoken my heart"

Swoony? This guy isatotal sweet-talker. And, he'savirgin. Now, | gotta say, good job on turning things
around, Laura Thalassal We need more virgin, beautiful god-men who fall in love with snarky not-virginal
normal-women. If | have to read about one more a pha caveman playboy asshole who only fallsin love with
the snowflake virgin girl who saved herself just for him, | will probably puke. It's a refreshing change to
have aguy who ISN'T awalking ad for STDs. Of course, since he's Pestilence, he might still dish them out,
but at least he doesn't have them himself.

Why do we even have that font?

This book does have a paranormal romance going on, but it also hasalot of darkness, depth, and meaning in
it. If there was anything | would have changed, it would have been towards the end. | don't feel like every
couple HAS to have a break-up and fit into that exact formula. Also, (view spoiler) Still, overall, thiswas an
awesome book and | am really excited about the coming WAR!

Nenia? Queen of Literary Trash, Protector of Out-of-Print Gems, Khalees of Bodice
Rippers, Mother of Smut, the Unrepentant, Breaker of Convention ? Campbell says

Instagram || Twitter || Facebook || Amazon || Pinterest

Writing this review makes me sad because | really wanted to love this book for several reasons. One,
because I'm friends with the author on Goodreads, have chatted with her, and really like her as a person; she
seems readlly kind, laid-back, and funny. Two, because | am in love with that cover. It seems to be paying
homage to the bodice-rippers of the 1980s and 90s, which | am all for, as you probably know, being the self-
professed Bodice Ripper Kahleesi. And three, the idea of a paranormal romance involving the four
Horsemen of the apocalypse was areally unique idea and | wanted to support it, was hoping for something
like J.R. Ward's Black Dagger Brotherhood meets R. Lee Smith's Last Hour of Gann.

Instead | got, TWILIGHT meets the apocalypse.

The beginning and ending are unarguably the best parts of this book. Sara Burns, the heroine, is afirefighter



who has literally drawn the short stick to stay behind and protect her town at all costs. When she sees
Pestilence riding his horse, she shoots him and then lights his body on fire. To her horror, he comes for her,
half-rotting and dead, and makes her his prisoner, vowing to her that as soon as he's fully healed, he intends
to make her suffer. His treatment of her is so cruel, and the story plays out across all these abandoned
households and ghost-towns filled with the dead. It's creepy AF.

The problem occurs with what | think of asinsta-love, even though it doesn't happen instantly - Sara's
attraction to Pestilence happens much too fast. | saw it coming because the descriptions of his angelic beauty
were far too numerous to ignore the warning signs looming on the horizons. | certainly wasn't happy about it,
though, especialy since she forgives his abusive treatment of her - shooting her in the back with arrows,
dragging her bound down atarmac road while he's on horseback, etc. - remarkably quickly. One of the thing
| love about R. Lee Smith'swork, who also specializesin immortal love stories, isthat 1) sheisn't afraid to
make her heroes repulsive or at least inhuman and 2) the connections that are forged between her characters
unravel gradually, amidst much emotional strife. | kept thinking how much better this story might have
played out in the hands of an author like that.

| did like how the apocalyptic setting brought out the worst in people, although there were several scenes that
were amost identical in how they played out. These scenes gave me ataste of the grim setting | was
expecting. | also liked the old couple they might at one point, and was quite moved by their story. That was
one of the saddest parts of the book. As| said, the ending was a so great and brought up some very
interesting moral dilemmas; it also felt like avery different book from the first. It was like the author had 2
disparate ideas. one about a messed-up romance between a monster and an ordinary human girl (R. Lee
Smith) and the other about a tender romance between a misunderstood and tragic figure who must be
redeemed by an ordinary human girl (Stephenie Meyer). They really didn't mesh for me.

Also, Pestilence says some pretty creepy things to Sara about her not being avirgin. | quoted the thing he
said in one of my status updates, but that made me really not like him, and that's supposedly after he's started
to fall for her. What the hell, Pestilence? Sure, he redeemed himself in the end, but there's a pattern of creep
behavior here that was never sufficiently addressed or talked through.

Overall, | found myself sadly disappointed by this book because so many people were giving it high ratings
and | really wanted to enjoy it too. | can't help but feel that they read a different book than I did, as seemsto
be the case for alot of these Y A/NA new releases lately. | do have other books by this author on my Kindle,
so I'm hoping that they might be better for me than this one. | also saw that the second book in this seriesis
about War, so maybe a character who deals in battles will be more appealing to me than one who dealsin
fevers and plagues.

Thank you, Heather, for buddy-reading this with me!



2to0 2.5 stars

& #x1f98a; Jess v ? H. Vojsk says

“ Because naming things humanizes them. And once you humanize something, you are essentially
recognizing it’s existence.”

Four years ago four horseman landed on earth. With their arrival humans thought the end of the world was
there.

But they were so wrong. The horseman disappeared as fast as they appeared on earth.

Only four years later one of them appears again - Pestilence the conqueror of the world. Spreading a plague
through the world he' s destroying Pestilence is attacked by Sarawho sacrifices herself to kill the horseman
and safe humanity.

But things never really go according to the plan and so Sarais being held prisoner by the horseman.

There' s suffering and there is pain painted with thick hate, but the line between love and hate is small and
soon Saraisn’t so sure about her thoughts and her feelings for the horseman anymore.

This was awesome! The whole book was so addictive, funny and entertaining | couldn’t stop reading.

Even though | enjoyed it immensely there will be people saying that there is alack of action. But for me it
was a book with a great pacing, filled with action and alot of feelings. All in all mostly an emotional and
character driven book.

Thefirst half of the book easily would' ve been afive star, but reading more and more of it, the book itself
really concentrated on the love story in it and that made it alittle less intriguing.

Still, the end was great and I' [l definitely reread this book sometime soon!

Btw. Did you see this gorgeous cover? Uh ?7?

If you love sassy characters with a big mouth then Sara Burns is the perfect woman for you.

She's brave, cool and absolutely funny.

| loved her from the start.

And even though it wasn't really surprising, she did have a great character development surviving and
accepting all the feelings she had.

And Pestilence - oh my precious baby. Y es, he was killing al human kind and yes, he was a grumpy super
mean and brutal guy in the beginning, but even though if you met him he would totally scare the sh*t out of
you, he still saved Saraalot of times.

He went through such a great wonderful character development that | fell in love with him easily. Such a
kind big hearted guy that lets you stand your own woman and safe his sorry ass but also protects and cares
for you.

If you ask me, that’s probably the perfect man for me ?

Also, how adorable was the fact that he had no clue what humans ate and so he mixed the weirdest things
together for Sarato eat. Or the fact that once he tasted cake he couldn’t stop eating it? That was the absolute
cutest thing ever.

Anyone ever heard of the apocalypse the Bible istelling us about in their last book? Y es? Then you probably
heard about the four horseman.



Pestilence, war, famine and death. (Yes, | googled famine I’ m not even sorry where should | pick up an
English world like that in Germany? ????? P.s. for all who's asking themselves the same question: it's
something much stronger than hunger).

They came down to earth to end it and with each episode humanity shrinks even more.

Starting with Pestilence who's spreading a plague through just appearing at one place.

With al the hunger, desperation and fear humans show the best and the worst sides of themselves.

Allin all if we ever endured such a situation (Y ou know: a horseman killing us al off one by one) then this
reaction, the feelings of humanity seems pretty realistic.

When humans feel a desperation and fear they act violent and brutal. But that’ s not all of the human kind -
many react with kindness and caring for everyone around you.

So, | thought that this book had a great world building (even though it was redly little). It satisfied me and |
can't wait to read the next book!

Starting with a powerful and fierce hate those two hadn’t had a good time together.

Even when we put down the insults and the mean words that were thrown at each other we're still left with
the near-death-situations.

But then... he always saved her. He never let her die, even though he hated her and for all the hate Sara felt
shedidn't feel good about what she did to him on the first day.

And this exact fact - that they overcome their hate and their thoughts and fears - made this love story so
wonderful.

It was funny, adorable and | really loved it.

And If you love some smut here and there you should probably read this book, because, hell, it's addictive!
All in all | thought the second half of the book was too concentrated on the love, but | still loved it and it was
still super enjoyable!

Some of you people don’t like when people curse in books. And when you’ re thinking “Y eah, | hate that”
you should probably never pick up this book. Like, never.

But if you're on my side of the team - and you have absolutely no problem with curses as long as they’re not
too much of them, then you' Il grin and laugh your ass off.

The author made Sara such afunny and sassy character that | loved all of her thoughts.

And even though you could think this whole book was ajoke - it isn’t. In my opinion it does make you think
alittle bit about apocalypses and how we humans react to such situations.

So, dl inal I lovedit and | can’'t wait to read the second book (and al the other books this author has
written)!

Still love Sara. Still love Pestilence. Thisbook is so addictive and | loveit so much! v ?
Surely gonnareread this sometime soon. ?7??7?
(I'm not even sorry. My poor TBR.)

Renégade v says

5stars



This book is now on my favourites shelf.
| will definitely be reading it again.

And the general consensus from our buddy read (BR):

It was atotal roller-coaster.

(There were some moments where it seemed to damn near fly off the tracks just to keep us screaming and
hanging on for dear life...)

And even though this tale was filled with darkness, devastation, suffering, violence, heartbreak and despair?
While it also explored some of the deeper questions about life, death, faith, morality, and God?
And moved some of usto tears and/or gave afew of usthat telltale lump in the throat?

It was often freakin' hilarious.

Our heroine, Sara, is one tough, smart, snarky and compassionate cookie, and she definitely uses her
fightfighter training/skills, love of poetry (Edgar Allen Poe, anyone?), and fantastic sense of humour to get
through al the 'hard' times (talk about an understatement on my part). That humour helped us to get through
them too.

Asfor Pestilence (who came to be affectionately known around BR parts as Pest)?

Well, you've got to read the book to understand just how much of afeat this author pulled off in making one
of the freakin' four horseman of the apocalypse,"the literal embodiment of plague”, a sympathetic romantic
figure, especially when you consider that his sole purpose was to wipe out humankind and he was doing such
adamnfinejob of it...

(view spoiler)



But trust me, when all is said and done?

Thisisastory about love, forgiveness, understanding, compassion and hope, and the ways in which all those
things (but especially love) have the potential to save the world...

Such afascinating ride.

And now I'm definitely looking forward to Degth.
One of the upcoming books in this series, peeps, and not the real dedl.

Just so we're clear here.

*k*

What a beautiful cover...
Since I'm also intrigued by the blurb?

Onto the TBR pileit goes!

V. PARENTAL GUIDANCE ALERT: A Court of Wingsand Ruin isNEW
ADULT/EROTICA but Goodreads editorswon't tell you says

NOTE FOR SAFETY GANG:

No Cheating,

No Other Woman

No Other Men,

plus Virgin hero!

More info on safety below

Jason Lewis as Pest!

Thank you Laura Thalassa for writing this beautiful enemies to lovers book. And their love conquered
everything! I'm so happy LOV E was such an important part of their redemption! Additional thanks to you



Laura Thalassa for trusting your talent and hard work SO MUCH as to avoid faling into the pattern of
false/deceiving /mideading advertising. That speaks volumes of your quality as both: as a human being and a
writer.A good book doesn't need false advertising, word of mouth and a good story will make the book
a bestseller. Thisoneiscurrently number one on several Amazon Lists.

| almost gave Pestilence a 5 Stars rating on honest advertisement. | might up my rating when | finished the
entire series because |'ve been saying all along that False marketing has become my personal trigger and it's
so refreshing to find a new adult book marketed as such!

When a"fantasy" book has characters who are older than 19 Y O and feature explicit sex scenes there
shouldn't be:

a) False advertisement shoved through Goodreads on underage readers throats using Listopia and the
Goodreads choice awards to give the impression that said book is a 'Y oung adult book

b) Campaignsto vote up and protect from erasing certain booksin what isin my opinion big publishers self-
promotional lists aimed to promote new releases to underage readers (meaning YA 2017, YA 2018, YA
2019 listsin goodreads) Distrust those lists my friends! Plenty of books there are New adult and heavy on
sex!

YA 2017
YA 2018
YA 2019

¢) Censorship and campaigns against the few honest reviewers who mention explicit sex scenesin books
marketed towards underage readers.

(Note to goodreads employees and editors, please stop trying to hide the information we readers need to
make informed decisions before reading a book.)

So in spite of the current state of the Goodreads community regarding false advertising (they will probably
hide/censor thisreview) I'll be honest in this review disregarding the consequences (Note: Thalassaisn't
pretending her book is Y oung adult, she has been very upfront and HONEST about the genre of her book
and | commend her for that.) : Pestilenceisn't a'Y oung adult book, it'sa New adult asthe MC's are all older
than 18 and there are explicit sex scenes. Plus there are some graphic scenes of torture and a massive
epidemic. However, that's the brilliance of this book: Not many authors can weave brutality and romance the
way Thalassa does. She did it before in her Fallen world series (one of my favorite New adult dystopias) and
shedid it again with pestilence. I'm impressed with Thalassa's writing ability.

Isthis book perfect? I's this book for everybody? Honestly, no, but what book is? As| said, if violence and
sex are your triggers perhaps you should skip it (you'd be missing out, but hey, we like what we like). The
hero, Pestilence, is very stubborn about (view spoiler) | personally think that Thalassa could have made the
violence of her post-apolyptic world way worse, but she didn't. She knew where to draw the line to make her
book a very enjoyable experience and not one that will keep your bile rising up. | thought the combination of
horror and romance was beautifully done.

So Pestilence starts 5 Y ears after The Four Horsemen of the apocalypse appeared on Earth. Pest is the first
oneto start their mission of wiping out the human race from Earth, and he takes his mission seriously. The
internet has failed and some people aren't sure of what's going on. Several people have tried to kill



Pestilence, but he'simmortal. Sara doesn't know this and when her own attempt to kill Pest fails she'll
become her prisoner. Cool isn't it? And let me tell you something. Pest isreally sadistic at the beginning. He
seems to have been observing for years how low our kind can scoop (Hitler? Rwanda? Bosnia? Sandy
Hook?) and he'll hurt Sara physically so much that at one point you'll be wondering: Is thisreally aromance?
To be honest | ailmost DNF at certain point. | can't stand a hero torturing the heroine and then root for her
tofal in love with him. That's not romantic, but hang in there my dear romance-loving friends. Later in the
book we'll be able to see why Pestilence is the way heis, and why heisn't the bad guy.

After ajourney all over post-apocalyptic North America (think Angelfall) and several close encounters with
death, acrucia point comes for Pestilence and Sara when they meet Rob and Ruth, an elderly couple. Rob
and Ruth know what kind of death awaits to the ones who come close to Pestilence, yet they are religious,
wise people. They realize Pest isn't a bad man, they know he's not doing what he does for fun and they above
all notice the kind of feelings that are brewing inside him. He's already in love with Saraand it shows! So
they'll welcome death with open arms after along life of shared love and shared hardships. Honestly, |
couldn't love this couple more. From their encounter with these two something changesin both, Sara and
Pest and they'll start their own path through redemption. Through love, with love, because love. | thought
that was beautiful!

Religion is managed well IMHO. Nothing is offensive or contradictory to the beliefs of the Abrahamic
creeds: Islam, Christianity and Judaism. Have you read City of bones or Angelfall? Both are insanely
popular books that IMHO have a more risky, potentially offensive approach to religion. Jace the hero of City
of Bones says that although he is a nephilim and has been blessed by the Angel Raziel he hasn't seen
anything that makes him believe in God, he's convinced that even if God existed (and he doesn't bet on it) we
are on our own. Archangel Raphael the hero of the Angelfall seriesis an atheist and heisn't even convinced
God created him. Does this sound risky and potentially offensive to bible readers? It isn't, considering both
books are insanely popular. In comparison Pestilence handles the religious talk in a more neutral way IMHO.
According to Pestilence God exists, but Pest is convinced God is beyond religions so all religions deserve
respect. | personally loved the way religion was handled here. It discusses religion in a non-religious way.
Brilliant!

Two minor issues | had with this book: The ending and not enough grovel (view spoiler)

This book deserves all the praise is getting and I'm recommending this to my friends who loved New adult
dystopian books.

SAFETY INFO
(view spoiler)




Pre reading thoughts
Beautiful cover?

No fake advertising? Thisis New adult paranormal/fantasy advertised as such.

Amazing blurb?

A talented New adult author who as far as | remember never writes cheating heroes or heroines?
Enemiesto lover trope?

Edgy like The Fallen world series?

Based on Apocalypsis mythology?

Standalone?

I'min!




