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Ridhika Khanna says

One of the rare stories of Chekhov where you can find humor.
The story is about determining who the malefactor really is, the criminal who has no idea of the crime or the
judge who is judging too harshly.

Denise says

It isaseemingly pointless story of unresolved conflict. It was the first Chekhov I've read and | found that,
like Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, he pulls the reader inside of the characters. The external situation is nearly
irrelevant. At just over two pages long, getting readersinside the mind of the characters, one with asimple
view of life and one with a complicated one, isimpressive.

Aditya Patil says

An interesting story that depicts a conflict between the magistrate and a simple, uneducated man: Denis. One
cannot help laughing as Denis cannot even fathom what he is being accused for and the magistrate cannot
believe the man's completely stupid answers to be true. Utterly unaware of the consequences of his action,
which hejustifies by simply saying that everybody does it, he breaks the patience of the magistrate and
readers as well.

The story is unresolved; leaving the readers to decide who is the Ma efactor: a stupid peasant who could
have possibly killed thousands or the Magistrate who is inconsiderate to the lack of knowledge of such men.




