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Editorial Reviews Gr 1-3A simple, funny story combined with some basic math concepts that are so well
integrated into the narrative that most readers won't even notice they're there. Tom the cat likes "to bake
yummy things," and he begins by making a dozen chocolate cookies. He invites two of his friends over to
enjoy histreats, but this weak-willed feline devours the cookies before they arrive. The story proceedsin a
predictable way as Tom continues to bake goodies, which he carefully dividesto share fairly, and ends up
eating them also. Throughout the story, subtle math problems arise. How does one divide eight cookies onto
three plates, or cut a square cake into three equal pieces? How much time does Tom have before his friends
arrive? Y oungsters do not have to solve these puzzles while reading the story; they are presented at the back
of the book. Simple hands-on activities reinforce the concepts (for the cookie example, it is suggested that
the child count pennies onto drawn plates). The text is appropriate for independent reading, although it could
be used as a one-on-one read-aloud as well. The zany cartoon art will no doubt appeal to children; Tom
wears alarge bow tie, striped apron, and shorts with stars on them. This solid easy reader has alot to offer on
many levels.Dina Sherman, Brooklyn Children's Museum, NY About The Author: As soon as Joanne
Rocklin learned to hold a pencil she began writing poems, stories, and diaries. She loved reading her stories
and library books to her two younger sisters and has always lived within walking distance of alibrary.
Joanne has written more than 15 books for children. She gives frequent talks to classroom and adult
audiences, and has been a speaker for the Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators, the California
Reading Association, and UCLA Extension. Joanne has worked as a licensed psychologist and an elementary
school teacher and now writes full time. She was a participant as a Writer-in-Residen
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Kelley Bennett says

Thisisareally cute book to use for teaching division. The great thing about this book is that it even has
several activities listed in the back of the book to help students understand division. It also states right on the
cover that this book is areader level 3 for first and second grades. And you can't help but love Tom and
laugh at hislogic.

Heather says

Weread thisfor a"living math" day. The kids had a blast. The book discusses division and subtraction in a
totally non-threatening way.

At first he bakes 12 cookies (so we talked about what makes a dozen) and he invited 3 friends to come share
them. So we divided our cookies onto 3 plates and figured out that 12 divided by 3is 4.

He eats some cookies then afew more so we showed the reduction and redistribution of the remaining treats.

Then he bakes a cake and dividesit into 4, but realizes that is one piece too many...eats half...eats some
more...and so on. We used graham crackers for this part.

Finally he bakes 2 blueberry muffins using 9 blueberries to we discussed division, odds/evens, etc. We used
marshmallows but you could use real blueberries, M&Ms, whatever. That's just what | had on hand.

My older boys aready knew this stuff but they had alot of fun participating and hel ping to explain concepts
to the younger boys. And they enjoyed the eating! | also had all the boys help make the cookies so we

discussed measuring, fractions, etc. and got some good life skillsin as well.

A fun book and afun activity!

D'Anne says

A book about math disguised as a book about gluttony.




