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From Reader Review The Burning Tigris: The Armenian Genocide
and America's Response for online ebook

Nick Coddington says

| am a history teacher and plan to use this book in the fall as part of a 20th Century World History course.
The book is enjoyable, but disturbing as the reader discovers how much the US knew and how little we did
during this period of time. The author provides excellent primary sources to support his position and detail
events.

Berj Akian says

Well researched and well written historical account of al the whole series of persecutions and massacres that
made up the armenian genocide starting in the late 1890's and continuing for some 30 years.

Jim says

Author often lapses into arather boring seriatim rehearsal of events surrounding Ottoman efforts to eliminate
an Armenian presence in Anatolia. | found it useful in establishing some explanation for why America’s
interest in and knowledge of these events (particularly those of the 1890s, 1909, and 1915) has declined to
almost nil after times of amost fever-pitch attention to and concern for "the starving Armenians’, to wit: (1)
isolationist Republican sentiment about US's post WWI global responsibilities; (2) economic potential of
petroleum reserves in the former Ottoman Empire; (3) vast real estate holding of American Protestant
missionariesin Anatolia; (4) The "Red Scare" and the "Cold War" reaction to (a) what the Bolshevik
revolution had done to Russia's economic structures; (b) Turkey as an ally against the Soviet Union on
whose southern boarder it lay; (c) the resultant state of Armeniafalling behind the Iron Curtain. (5) Granting
legitimacy to Turkey's claim for self-determination--Turkey for the Turks!--oblivious to the Turks' lack of a
traditional/historical claim to a"homeland” in Anatoliathat trumped claims of much longer standing by the
Armenians (and, for that matter, the Greeks and Kurds).

Rachel says

With the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide approaching, it is as good of atime as any for people
to educate themselves on what has been noted as the first genocide of the twentieth century. This book
focuses on the response of the United States to this event, which constituted "Americas first, major
international human rights campaign.” This response included the chronicling of events by the US foreign
service and American missionaries (important given Turkey's subsequent vehement denial of the genocide),
substantial fundraising effortsin Americafor humanitarian aid for the Armenians and the political struggles
(both successes and failures) in the US as Americans were first presented with the dilemma of whether or not
it isright to intervene on the grounds of crimes against humanity. It is said that denial isthe fina stage of the
act of genocide against a people. As such, it is the duty of humanity to respect the memory of the victimsin
order that thisfinal stage of genocide can be prevented where we failed to prevent the other stages of a



heinous crime. On these grounds, | highly recommend this book or other books that seek to accurately
portray the events of what has become a "forgotten genocide.”

Thomas Stama says

When you read this book, be prepared to realize there are things on a scale of horror that we cannot imagine
yet the Armenian people went thru it. Not athousand years ago. Not 500 years ago but only a 100 years ago.
Violence that rivals, matches and even surpasses anything you can bring up.

| can only have alittle peace knowing we will all have to go before the dreaded judgment seat of Christ
including those butchers.

ISIS, Nazi Germans, Ottoman Turks what each of these groups have done or are doing is an abomination
before God. | need to focus on my own sin and leave theirs to God. Lord have mercy on usall.

Lizziegolightly says

Every year it's the same shit, April 24 rolls around and the L.A. presstriesto give a "fair and balanced" |ook
at the ruthless daughter of Armenian citizens of Turkey at the hands of the Ottoman regime. (That wasn't so
fair, nor was it balanced, right?) Armenians across the world say it happened. Turkey says it doesn't and, in
its denial, gives the impression that millions of people spread across the world with no link other than an -ian
at the end of aname, are connected in some sort of conspiracy theory.

The Burning Tigris isahistorical ook at the events that took place inside the waning Ottoman Empirein
the early portion of the 20th century. Balakian relies on historical documents to present his case that thiswas
indeed Genocide.

What isironic is that the documentation cited herein were from U.S. sources and that the U.S. quite openly
assisted Armenians during this turmoil, yet the U.S. refuses to acknowledge that this was a Genocide. |
humbly suggest that Secretary of State Rice and Secretary of Defense Gates read this book before dissuading
congress members from voting for another Genocide Bill.

I humbly suggest that anyone who has any question as to whether or not Ottoman Turks committed genocide
against Armenian citizens of the Empire read this book.

Michael says

An excellent overview of the stages of the Armenian genocide during World War 1 and how it sprang from
deliberate government policies and along history of oppression. | knew how it has been neglected in many
ways in the world' s consciousness, but until reading this| didn’t understand why. | also didn’t understand
how much it was areplay of the massacres of 20 years earlier. Bearing witnessto thistragic taleisan
important part of my enlightenment. However, reading this book was far from simply experiencing the evil
of humans at their worst. Balakian also gives significant airplay to creative work and brave efforts by
outsiders and by the Armenians themselves to stop the massacres or to provide relief for the victims. The



author, who just this year was honored with a Pulitzer Prize in poetry, brings his skillsin writing into
effective play to bring many of their storiesto life.

Thereisalot of history tucked into this book. A preface reminds us how the Armenian people and culture
emerged in eastern Anatoliathousands of years ago, how it was the first state to adopt Christianity (in 301
AD), and then after periods of being conquered in turn by neighboring Byzantine, Persian, and Russian
Empires, the Armenians attained a small kingdom on the Mediterranean between the 11th and 14th centuries
(Cilician Armenia). With the rise of the Ottoman Turkish empire in the 16th century, the Armenians
somehow retained their identity under four centuries of their rule, maintaining prosperous professional and
business classes despite their limited rights as“infidels’.

As the Ottoman Empire began to experience unrest with its Christian subjects in its European territories, its
sultans began to get more oppressive to its Christian minoritiesin Anatolia, including its popul ations of
ethnic Greeks and Assyrians as well as the Armenians. Small incidences of protest by Armenian
intellectuals, such as over the double taxation they were subject to by both the state and Kurdish warlords,
were becoming used as justification for localized massacres by the military and isolated pogroms by Turks
stirred up by propaganda. In 1894-95, such massacres swept systematically through Turkey under
orchestration of Sultan Ahmed Hamid |1, resulting in about 100 thousand Armenians killed directly and an
equal number indirectly.

Modern Turkey with the tiny Republic of Armenia on its eastern border

Historical map with hatched boundaries denoting provinces with predominant Armenian populations during
Ottoman rule in the center, Cilician Armenia of the Middle Ages on the left, and the Soviet Socialist Republic
of Armenia in the upper right. Aimost all these place names were new to me, but not not now.

The book’ s narrative starts in the Boston areain the 1890's. Right at the time American imperialism was
beginning to emerge, a counterforce of humanitarian activism was being born. The New England Protestant
missionaries of the 19th century had developed a great affinity for the Armenians, establishing missions,
schools, colleges, and hospitals throughout Turkey. They were well placed to spread the word about what
was happening and to help lead the relief effort. Allied with the missionary organizationsin the U.S. were
leaders steeped in human rights causes of abolition of slavery and women’s suffrage. Balakian presents us a
moving story of public speaking, fundraising, and journalism by people like Julia Ward Howe and | sabel
Stone Barrows. Soon an international relief effort was mounted under the auspices of the American Red
Cross and led by Clara Barton. This amazing effort included not only food, clothing, and medical resources,
but also farming implements and supplies to help mitigate the impending famine. This new form of
American leadership and precursor to disaster response agencies we have today is something to be proud of.

The political response was less effective. An American senator, frustrated in alack of cohesive and effective
response, is quoted as saying: “Hasit cometo this, that in the last days of the nineteenth century humanity
itself isplaced on trial?” No international pressures could change Hamid' s strategy to total denial of
responsibility. Just 13 years later, in 1909 another set of massacres of 15-30 thousand Armenians took place
in the Adana region north of today’s Syria. The rise of the so-called Y oungTurks had led to establishment of
asecular constitutional government led by the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), and what happened
in Adanawas aviolent reaction by populations who favored restitution of the theocracy and antagonism
toward Armenians who expected to gain rights under the new regime. Later, any form of alignment between
the oppressed Armenians and the CUP was doomed by the unfavorable outcome to the Ottoman empire from
the two Balkan Wars of 1912-13. The loss of dominion over Bulgaria, Serbia, Albania, and lands to Greece



and the massive immigration of Muslim refugees from eastern Europe both greatly amplified a radical
nationalism tied up with a perceived threat from the Christian minorities of Anatolia.

With the onset of World War 1 and excuses of national security, the Ottoman government had more freedom
to pursue a more direct strategy of extermination of the Armenians. The stunning defeat after their ill
planned invasion of Armenian regions of Russiain 1914 helped give birth to this strategy. With about 1 to
1.5 million Armenians dying from the program of government between 1915 and 1920, we are clearly in the
same ballpark as the Nazi Holocaust. In many waysit served as amodel for that Final Solution. Asin Nazi
Germany laws allowing deportation of any population suspected of sedition and seizure of their property
paved the way for systematic resolution of the “ Armenian Problem”. Balakian gives us a clear picture of the
pervasiveness of the slaughter in 1915 throughout al provinces of Turkey, including the definitive smoking
gunsin the form of coded orders from the triumvirate among the “Y oung Turks” running the nation through
the Committee for Union and Progress (CUP): Talaat Pasha (Ministry of Interior), Enver Pasha (Ministry of
War), and Jemal Pasha (Ministry of Navy).

Under the organizing plan of a secretive security branch termed the “ Special Organization” and help from
regular military and police forces whole Armenian neighborhoods and villages were emptied, first of the able
men under the guise of work gangs and then the women, children, and elderly under the typical deception of
atemporary move for safety. The young men and leaders were usually killed soon in secluded locations, and
the rest put on long transports by cart, trains, and/or forced marches to multiple remote killing sites. Many
were killed with knives and crude weapons and disposed of in trenches or lakes, frequently in conjunction
with rape of the women. Thousands of women were forced into sexual savery in harems and kids stolen to
be raised in Muslim families. But the majority died due to active neglect leading to starvation and exposure.

Among the many personal stories that put a human face to this history, that of Ambassador Morgantheu's
intense but failing efforts to stop the slaughter was especially heroic and moving for me. The story of Leslie
Davis, an American missionary in the central Anatolian province of Harput, was even more dramatic, as he
risked his life to monitor, protect, and harbor Armeniansin the thick of unfolding events. His account to
sneaking out alake where tens of thousands were killed months earlier (Goeljuk,which is the origin of the
Tigris River)and experiencing through his eyes human remains everywhere sticking up out of the sand or in
piles at the bottom of ravines made me cry. Astypical, the first to be disposed of were the intellectuals and
prominent citizens, heading off any organized response of resistance. A professor at the local Armenian
college (Donabed Lulgjian) escaped from this fate after being tortured and harbored by the consulate
captured the lakeside massacres in amoving prose poem with these lines from “ A Handful of Earth”:

At least a handful of earth for these slain bodies, for these whitened bones! A handful of earth, at least, for
these unclaimed dead ...

There are our women with breasts uncovered and limbs bare. A handful of earth to shield their honor! There
are our boys, naked and torn, with bulletsin their hearts and in their heads: a handful of earth to cover
them! There are our brides, disemboweled, hacked to pieces, with babies yet unborn:a handful of earth only,
to screen from our eyes this sorrowful scenel There are our boys with feet cut away and heads battered
against the stone...

| had learned some about the massacresin 1915 from Bohjalian’s “ The Sandcastle” girls. That novel covered
mainly the killings in the deserts near Aleppo, Syria, primarily of women and children that were already
decimated from forced marches from distant villages. | needed this picture of the systematic orchestration of
the genocide. | didn’t know that President Wilson’'s counsel from his friends in the missionary societies
contributed to America never declaring war on Turkey. Their argument that neutrality would allow the
missions to remain in place and maintain preventative leverage and relief efforts. | also didn’'t know that



there were war crime trials after the war in which the government cul pability was exposed. Only a few mid-
level government participants were sentenced before the legal process was aborted by a new war for Turkish
independence led by Mustafa Kemal (aka Ataturk).

Because Americawas not directly in the war against the Ottomans, it had no leverage in the ow European
negotiations of peace. The politics of oil and business prospects made the fate of other areas of the former
empire of more interest than the goal of a safe homeland for the Armenians. In 1918, the Armenian
dominated regions over the border in Russian Georgia as a republic and many refugees from Anatolia
migrated there. President Wilson directed two different American commissions to review the prospects of a
reconstituted Armeniathat included much of eastern Anatolia and parts of these Russian province under a
proposed U.S. mandate. However, in this critical period Wilson was prevented from achieving such agoal by
his concentration on the League of Nations, debility from a stroke, and the post-war isolationism of the
Republican majority in Congress.

In reaction to the 1920 Treaty of Sévres, which carved up the Ottoman Empire among the Allies and did
grant Armeniaahomeland , Turks rallied behind the revolutionary government of Kemal in fighting back.
An early step in this Turkish War of Independence involved invasion of Russian Armeniaand continuation
of the plan to wipe Armenia off the map and history. The Bolsheviks countered this plan and, in the face of
total obliteration, the Armenians opted to accept the offer of becoming the smallest republic in the Soviet
Union. Thiswas not much of a homeland for the millions of refugees of the diaspora. Only 71 yearslater in
1991, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, did this reduced Armenia emerge as an independent
republic.

So why was this genocide forgotten? Part of it was the vast scale of human destruction from World War 1
and, as | noted, the greater interest by Europe and eventually the U.S. in the more lucrative parts of the
Ottoman Empire. The denial of the genocide by successive Turkish governments continues to this day, and
the dependence of the U.S. and later NATO on Turkey as an partner to hold the line against Soviet expansion
kept the U.S. and Europe from pushing the issue significantly. With each event of commemorating the
massacres, any American presidents who participated have been careful not to single Turkey out as
responsible of genocide.

Somehow for most other nations when actions of heinous brutality fall back in former generations, they find
away to fess up to apast regime breaking bad (e.g. the U.S. as a slave nation and grossly destructive to the
Native Americans). Recently, President Obamawent to Hiroshima and at |east expressed sympathy for the
massive deaths we wreaked on civilians. Though it did not represent an apology, it does acknowledge what
we did and the human destruction that was wreaked. Reading about this genocide and others and massive
wartime deaths of civilians, | do feel regret on behalf of the “we” | feel for the human race. The professor
who wrote about his community who were obliterated at the lake in Harput (and later died of typhusin 1918
after starting an orphanage) is honored by Balakian for putting his experience into lasting words that defy
being erased:

Lulgjian transformed his witnessinto a benediction, into a prayer for the dead, reminding usthat if language
can't bring back the dead, it can insist on the sacredness of life, the civility of burial, and the dignity of
memory.




Mike says

[What istherole of t

Mark says

Gripping book on the Armenian Massacres of the 1890s and the Genocide during WWI. Depressing.
Disgusting that Turkey still cannot own up to its guilt for its atrocities. Americans played a great rolein
providing aid to Armenians during that time, something that was soon forgotten in America. Diplomats
stationed in Turkey played a courageous role; some of the most detailed chronicles of Turkish brutality are
the result of consular documents. The accounts are so hideous that one has to read it with some detachment.
But thisis an important read; it is an event that we need to know about, and make sure that it never happens

again.

Ninveh Albazi says

What happened in Turkey between 1915 and 1918 is almost too much to handle. The Burning Tigris hits you
straight in the heart. Peter Balakian provides excellent examples of eye witness accounts, international
documentations and the Turkish Govt continued denial.

Turkey was once the cradle of Armenian and Syriac Christianity. The 1915 Genocide TYT carried out
destroyed this sacred culture and religion. My great parents were from Baz village in Hakkari, Turkey. The
Y oung Turks with the help of local villagers murdered numbers of Assyriansin Hakkari, my great
grandmother being one of them. More massacres occurred after escaping to Urmia,Iran (another haven for
Armenians and Assyrians).

Thisincredible book strikes the human soul. Many thank yous to the angels who helped the Armeniansin
their desperate time of need and thank you, Peter Balakian, for creating this book.

Liam says

Imagine my surprise when | discovered Americas response to the Armenian Genocide was outrage, anger,
and what became the first nationwide humanitarian relief effort. American newspapers provided almost daily
coverage of the atrocities; Armenian friendship societies sprang up all over the country, raising hundreds of
thousands of dollars; it was akey platform in political campaigns; and it was the first international effort by
the American Red Cross.

It's easy to be cynical about American policy abroad, especially in the last few decades. Thisbook isa
reminder that Americas foreign policy was not always controlled by our business interests; that, once we
mobilized as a nation to stop violence and holocaust because to not act was unthinkable.




Regina Lindsey says

In a speech aweek before invading Poland, Hitler said to Reichmarshal Hermann Goering and the
commanding generals at Obersalzberg, “Only thus shall we gain the living space which we need. Who, after
all, speakstoday of the annihilation of the Armenians?’ Today, not only do many not speak of it, but strong
debate occurs over whether a genocide actually took place. The current Turkish government vehemently
deniesit. I, like Peter Balakian, fall on the side that the Ottomon Empire enacted the first modern day
genocide.

Most people think of the Armenian Genocide as the time between 1915 — 1922, when up to 1.5 million
people were massacred. What Balakian does brilliantly is show that the “ Armenian Question” took place
over amuch longer period and constituted a“ continuum of destruction” that started in the last decade of the
19th century, ““Abdul Hamid's policy of massacre began what socia psychologist Irvin Staub has called a
continuum of destruction. As Staub notes a progression of change in a culture and individualsis usually
required for amass killing or genocide. In certain instances — the Armenian Genocide — the progression takes
place over decades or even centuries and creates areadiness in the culture.” (pg. 115) Beginning with Sultan
Abdul Hamid, the government began disarming Armenian citizensto make it difficult to defend their
families, an onerous taxation system was implemented, and words (Armenian, regicide, etc) were removed
from usage. “ So far did his paranoia carry him that he ordered his censors to expunge all references to H20
from science textbooks because he feared the symbol would be read as meaning ‘Hamid the second is
nothing” (pg 49). After Hamid was deposed and the Y oung Turks took over the stage was set for the WWI
period, where, with no international justice meted out, the policies and massacres only intensified, “As
evidence became overwhelming, Ambassador Morgenthau - in his quintessentially direct way - repeatedly
confronted Talaat Pasha about his government’ s treatment of the Armenians...Morgenthau then tried to
persuade Talaat by reminding of the economic consequences of wiping out the Armenian population. ‘ These
people are your businessmen. They control many of your industries. They are very large tax payers.” ‘We
care nothing about the economic loss' replied Talaat.” Talaat boasted to the Ambassador, “ | have
accomplished more towards solving the Armenian problem in three months than Hamid accomplished in
thirty years.” (pg 275)

“The name Armeniawas in the front of the American mind...known to the American schoolchild only alittle
less than England,” said Herbert Hoover. In another area where Balakian excels, the reader is provided a
tremendous amount of evidence of the amount of coverage the U.S. media gave the atrocities as early as
1890. Unlike the Holocaust under Hitler, Americans galvanized in such away that brought about the
country’sfirst effortsto provide international aid to Armenians. In fact, the Armenian Question motivated
Clara Barton to take the American Red Cross into an international crisisfor the first time. But, what Balakian
leaves you with is a number of questions. Why was this event so different than that of the Jewsin Germany?
Wasit the fact that there was alarge and growing Armenian population in the U.S? Was it the fact that
during the 1890’ s the women’ s suffrage movement and civil rights movement were coalescing and those
leaders felt a kinship to the suffering Armenians? Or was it because it was Christians suffering rather than
Jews? Or, was it a combination of several of those?

Finally, Balakian articulates a clear cut connection between Hitler’ s famous statement and his knowledge of
the implementation of the Armenian Genocide. It appears the key is Scheubner —Richter, who was killed at
Hitler’ s side in Munich. “ Scheubner —Richter, an early Nazi party member, conveyed to Hitler after World
War | hisfirst-hand knowledge of the Armenian Genaocide, which no doubt contributed to Hitler's sense that
aminority population could be dispensed of with impunity.” Pg 167. It is also known that Scheubner-Richter
|eft a detailed record to the Armenian Genocide in the German Foreign Office and is found in the book
Germany and Armenia.

Sadly, there are al so the missed opportunities of the international community in stopping the slaughter or
bringing those who participated to justice. “...the Turks had begun a series of courts-martial in



Constantinople, aimed at bringing the perpetrators of the Armenian Genocide to justice. Thetrials represent a
mile-stone in the history of war-crimes tribunals. Although they were truncated in the end by political
pressures, and directed by Turkey's domestic laws rather than international tribunal, the Constantinople trials
were an antecedent to the Nuremburg Trials following World War [1.” (pg 231). But, the war weary British
under Churchill traded 43 Turkish prisoners accused of perpetrating the Armenian massacres in exchange for
British prisoners and the U.S., in much the same way that they turned their eye to Japanese atrocities against
the Chinese over cold war aliances, were much more interested in a strategic alliance with Turkey against
the Soviet Union.

| selected this book because | had an incredibly crazy period at work and feel like I’ m pretty well versed in
this subject. | thought it would be basically areview. | now regret that | checked the book out from the
library because | would have marked this book up had | owned it. | will say, however, there are a coupl e of
criticisms. First, Balakian can be incredibly repetitive. Secondly, he tends to overstate some facts. For
instance, he saysthat the Armenian Genocide is the first time that “ crimes against humanity” entered the
vernacular. If he meansit was the first time that “crimes against humanity was attempted to be prosecuted,
that is probably accurate. But, the term has been used at least as far back as Lincoln related to the slave trade.
While he doesn’t delineate his intention, | am giving Balakian the benefit of the doubt because | haven't
found anything blatantly inaccurate. Still, | think thisis an excellent book on the subject, he even gives you
literature if the reader isinterested in the Turkish denial, for anyone interested in the subject. It iswell
structured, providesincredible context, and very easy to read.

Robtee says

What the Turks don't want you to know so badly that the facts are not taught in their schools and you can go
tojail for discussing it. And they want into the EU?

Hannah says

Back in my junior year of college, one of my teachers was a doctoral student of Armenian decent. Her
family, in particular, was able to flee Y emen (or perhaps it was Lebanon?), thanks to her dad's work and
claim asylum in Canada. Her stories about the pretending to be happy while crossing the most deadly line,
where many people were shot, made me wonder who were the Armenians and what were they fleeing. She
highlighted the fact that Armenians were hated for being Christian, and that because they were Christian,
they were able to exercise more freedoms, such as getting plastic surgery and wearing crazy hair colors.
People got plastic surgery just because they could and to flaunt the freedom that they had that Muslims
didn'.

I didn't know anything about the Armenian Genocide. | saw this book at an American Association of
University Women book sale, and | picked it up, hoping to learn more about why my teacher fled the country
that she did, but instead I've opened up anew areathat | didn't even knew existed. | will admit that | picked
up the book based on the word "Armenian," hoping to learn more about that group of people.

Peter Balakian presentsimmense details and primary source material in this book. Particularly important is
the epilogue, which includes information about Turkey's denial. Turkey's denial of the Armenian Genocide
reminds me of the South's denial of slavery being afactor in the Civil War. Get it together, Turkey and the
South! Now | understand why they say Turkey is known for human rights abuses.



Balakian does a great job describing the impact of the Armenian plight on the American people. He includes
information from relief efforts, missionaries, generals, and the government, but what he doesn't particularly
do is explain how the genocide impacted world events. For example, the Armenian Genocide of 1915 takes
place during WWI. | don't think Balakian mentioned WWI at all, except in passing. After reading this book, |
am particularly interested in how WWI affected the Genocide or how the Genocide affected WWI. Maybe |
just passed over it and don't remember the explanation, but Balakian doesn't really contextualize it, asfar as|
remember. In our American history classes, we focused more on WWI1, so | don't remember much about
WWI. Balakian does a better job of contextualizing how the Genocide would affect future events, especially
comparing it to the Holocaust, but it's ailmost as if the genocide was this thing going on in the background
that everyone in Europe was trying a blind eye to even though the media reported the events. | understand
that the book was specifically about the American response to the Armenian Genocide, but | wish there was
more worldwide historical and cultural context. This book shows methat | clearly don't know the history of
the Middle East, and | don't know anything about the history of Islam, even though | know Christianity and
Islam frequently clashed. Balakian does provide maps, but | often felt like | had no ideawhat | was looking
at, especially since I'm not well-versed in early twentieth century history. This may be more of the fault of
the reader rather than the author. | may be asking him to write a completely different book that he had no
intention of writing.

I'm left with the questions of how did the Armenians come into existence, and how did they become a part of
the Ottoman empire? | mean, heck, where did the Turks come from if that region was historically Armenian?
| suppose | should read another book about the Armenians.

Balakian is very repetitive. He uses the same quotes multiple times, particularly from Pat Harrison and
Talaat and repeats many facts that he had said just a couple of pages before. | don't remember the first half
being very repetitive, but the second half isthe worst offender. It'samost asif the book was so big that the
copyeditor started slacking and letting things dide.

The book is an eye opener, and | would recommend it to anyone who is curious about the Armenian
Genocide and to people who are interested in government corruption and political muscle. If they are like
me, they'll ask, "What the heck is Armenian?' Balakian presents atopic that is never taught in American
schools but is something that should be included in history lessons.

Bill says

I think all thosein Congress afraid to call a spade a spade should really read this book.




