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The Norseman is the first volume of the vividly-detailed historical chronicles of Halldorr, an orphan whose
entire desire was to lay beside both a warm hearth and a plump wife, but fate had another thread to spin.
Instead, he found himself exiled, resigned to a life of raiding, killing for plunder and survival. He became
bodyguard to a king, brutally fighting in monumental battles - Maldon and Swoldr - to be handed down for
centuries in skaldic verse. Because of a blood-oath made years before the murder of his father, Halldorr was
adopted by an exile, Greenland's discoverer, Erik the Red. Halldorr believes his life is his to command when
Freydis, the fierce, fire-haired enchantress, at last desires to be his wife. However, destiny strikes, forcing
him to flee from Greenland to Ireland to England to Norway without her. He fights his way to wealth and in
an epic battle, defending his king against overwhelming odds, he finds that it was not destiny, but betrayal
that sent him into banishment thirteen years earlier.
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From Reader Review The Norseman for online ebook

Rob says

A good 13 year tale highlighting the adventures of an upper class Viking. Several stories within the novel
and it ends with the possibilities of more to come as our hero Halldorr embarks on a return home to
Greenland.

This is the first book for the author and you can see q level of rawness in the writing. For example, some
pretty major events just happen in 1 or 2 sentences. So Jason Born follows in the mold of Bernard Cornwell
(the gold standard for Viking / middle age historical fiction), but not in the same league just yet.

The storyline was pretty entertaining and I like the realism (several main characters don't make it to the end...
aka George RR Martin). An easy read. I am giving 3 stars, but do plan to read book #2.

Michael Elliott says

Nothing groundbreaking, but I enjoyed it quite a bit. Fairly short book, but with at least 3 more books
already published in the series I have plenty more to read. A lot of the storyline was predictable, but it's the
type of bread-and-butter historical fiction that I find very enjoyable. On to book 2!

Steve Wilson says

Received this book through Goodreads First Readx.

A very solid and enjoyable 1st book in a series which will be known as the Norseman Chronicles. Obviously
well researched, this book lays the background for the series which I will look forward to reading. The
author does a superb job in creating a realistic environment - you can almost feel the dirt, grime and sweat in
which the characters lived. The characters are well devekoped and interesting. The war (battle scenes) are
well described and graphic but not excessively drawn out.

All in all a solid debut to a series which hopefully provide further insights into the lives of the Norsemen.

Angie says

Not my favorite of all Viking historical fiction, but a good one (3.5 stars), and surprisingly well written,
despite its hyperbolic introduction above. Actually inspired me to do a little research of my own to compare
actual events to this fiction.



Jasmin says

I really liked this book from the beginning because of the depth that the story had to it and all the characters
were very real and most likable. I loved how weren't only about great battles but they were humorous were
great friends to each other. It was a really great book over all and I can't wait to read the next in the series. I
won this book through Goodreads First Reads.

Stefan Yates says

I had a lot of fun reading this one. The storyline itself is very entertaining and moves along a good pace
while still giving the reader time to settle in between exciting portions and really get to know the characters.
But what really made this book so interesting was all of the history that the author has woven in with his
fictional storyline. Characters and events from the time period appear here and there and and an extra
richness to events. I also could tell that Mr. Born really did his homework and presented the lives of the
principle characters very accurately and gave the reader a window into how things may really have been in
those times.

(view spoiler)

Overall a good historical adventure that I'd highly recommend!

Rebecca says

I didn't think I was going to like this book, I've found some viking literature to be overly graphic and lacking
in actual plot; but by the end of it I was ready for the next in the series! It's a beatifully written, well
researched story that carries you through and leaves you caring about the vast majority of the characters,
however flawed they are.

I do wish I could do half stars as I would like to give this four-and-a-half.

The story centres around the story of Halldorr starting with the prelude of his exile from Greenland and
covers the 13 years of that absence until his return. It covers sea-faring, battle, boat-building, treasure,
childbirth, double-crossing and politics... though those last two are kinda the same thing!

If you're a fan of adventure stories then this will tick all the boxes. Very enjoyable and quite addictive. Can't
wait for the next one!

I am obliged to say that I received this book through the Goodreads First Reads giveaways and would like to
thank Jason Born for the opportunity to read it!

April says

I've read it (in pieces while my husband was writing it) and I'm finished with my second *uninterupted*



read! ...and I liked it better! I love the comedy he throws in:) I like the fact that I can feel like I know more
about Erik and his son Leif through Halldorr's freindship with them! I adore the fact that they are real. His
characters have what I like, depth...they have problems they have to solve, people they don't like but have to
deal with and joy! But they get to go on awesome sea adventures and step into new surroundings! And...best
of all, I learned! If I an learn AND be entertained...it's a win/win! Thanks for a good viking story, Mr. Born!
Can't wait to see where Book 2 takes me, hurry up and finish!!!

It's available at amazon.com for your kindle for $2.99
It's available at barnesandnoble.com for your nook for $2.99
and soon to be available in print from amazon!

Enjoy:)

Yvonne Lammon says

Great book filled with interesting characters and suspense. Fife was a fun character in this book! Anxious to
read the next book in this series.

Dean says

really enjoyed the book will be reading more of this series. easy read with great characters and great story
line.

Lisa says

I really enjoy historical fiction and this one did not disappoint!

Dave says

I enjoyed this book and it's worth reading if you enjoy books such as the Bernard Cornwell Saxon Stories
with Uhtred the Saxon. My only real complaint about this book is the ending was a little anti-climatic. This is
because foreshadowing was a little too heavy. However, I still enjoyed it a lot and will read the next in the
series.

Anna says

First...I don't usually read historical fiction, but this is Vikings, so it almost feels like reading fantasy a la
Game of Thrones without so many dang characters to keep track of. In other words I enjoyed it more than I
thought I would. A lot of good characters....hoping to see more Lief in the next one since our time was short



in this one. Congratulations, Jason. I can't get over the fact that you wrote a NOVEL! Just doesn't add up
with the Jason I knew, but really thrilled that you did it.

Paul Bennett says

what a tale...full review coming

Though I have been a prolific reader all of my life, I didn't embark on my reviewing career(?) until early in
2013. At that point I discovered, through some new author friends I made on social media, the wonders and
benefits of sites such as WordPress and Goodreads. It was while setting up my to be read list on Goodreads
that I added The Norseman by Jason Born, it being my intention to get to this pretty quick as I was hungry
for some good Viking stories. Alas, my to be read list kept growing, I kept reading and reviewing trying to
whittle it down but my reviews caught the eyes of some more authors who then started requesting that I read
and review their labors of love. I succumbed to their wishes, lured on by the promise of autographed copies.
Yes, dear readers, your humble scribe was guilty of the sins of greed and pride. However, I have repented
and have resolved to make a dent in that to be read list so let this review be a testament to that fact.

This tale starts the story of Halldorr, a Norseman who along with some historical figures, such as Erik the
Red, Leif Ericsson and a host of Scandinavian kings, Olaf Tryggvason, Sweyn Forkbeard and Haakon, fill
the pages with relentless action and drama. Halldorr is an old man recounting his life from his youth on
Greenland, to his exile and the subsequent travels and adventures that mold him into a feared and respected
warrior in the service of Olaf. As well as the expected ferocity and violent action, the author has also
portrayed the more human aspects of life, love, hate, sorrow and joy intermingled with the harshness of
survival in northern Europe in the 11th century. The narrative certainly grabbed my attention from the
beginning but then the Battle of Maldon happened. As stated earlier, I read a lot of historical fiction and as
such I read a lot of battle scenes. While there are scenes of violence and fighting prior to Maldon, it is that
battle that thrust the author into the rarified air of being compared to some of my favorite battle authors, Ben
Kane, Simon Turney, Gordon Doherty, to name but a few. Mr. Born evokes not only the visceral sights but
enables the reader to feel the sword and axe strokes, to smell the gruesome by products of the violence, to
enter into the minds of the combatants; in short, the author puts you in the action, makes you part of the
shield wall. All told, this tale is a fine example of good research coupled with imaginative creativity and I
will certainly pursue the rest of this series. Ironic isn't it? I'm whittling down my to be read list but now that I
have found Jason Born to be to my liking, I now have to add his books to the pile. :-) 5 stars

Bill K says

Good Read but Remainder of Series not in Unlimited

I enjoyed this story and would like to read the series. However, this author has a few series. The first in each
series is in kindle unlimited; other books in the series are not. This is the first time I have come across this
situation and I feel cheated.

Kindle unlimited should not be a vehicle used to lure readers to books that are not in kindle unlimited.


