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Are you really a Christian?

You may think you are, but you may not be. After all, Jesus himself said that some people will do seemingly
"Christian" things in his name but will not truly know him. Or maybe you know you are not a Christian and
you wonder what it really means to be one.

To be sure, however, there is clarity from God's perspective. He is not confused about who does and does not
know him. And though our self-awareness is certainly limited, we have been given biblical criteria to help us
evaluate whether we are indeed followers of Christ.

Mike McKinley shows us the importance of examining our standing with God and helps us to fearlessly ask
the hard questions, ultimately allowing us to see whether we are in the faith and what exactly that entails.
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From Reader Review Am I Really a Christian? for online ebook

Mandy J. Hoffman says

MY REVIEW:

Convicting. Encouraging. Challenging.

I always approach books on this topic with a bit of anxiety - wondering if I will walk away with more
questions than when I begun. However, this book ranks first in the several I have read on this topic because it
not only answered all my questions, but did so with great clarity. McKinley does not beat around the bush
and present pages of lengthy explanation, rather he takes you back to Scripture for the answers. This book is
a 140 page handbook for those who are willing to ask themselves the hard question of: "Am I really a
Christian?".

Despite the sober subject and deep content, Mike helps ease the tension with his sprinkling of humor
throughout the book. At first this may seem out of place, but as you read you feel as if you are having a
personal conversation with a trusted mentor. He also provides great word pictures that take some difficult
concepts and make them so much easier to understand. The book is also hands-on and interactive due to the
"How To Respond" section at the end of each chapter. It is a good blend of book and Bible study combined
into one cover and is suitable for individual or group use as well as appropriate for both teens and adults.

I was convicted and encouraged by this book. It helped me see some weak areas of my life and direct me to
passages in the Bible that helped me determine my answer to the question: Am I Really a Christian? Whether
you can answer that question without thinking about it or not, I highly recommend this book. Anyone who
reads it will walk away benefiting from it...it's just that they may not benefit from it as they first expected. It's
short, it's easy to read, founded on the Bible, and Christ centered. It is a great stand-alone read or a fabulous
follow-up read to Because He Loves my, or Living the Cross Centered Life, or books of like kind.

Am I Really a Christian? is more than what meets the eye at first glance. This is a "really should read" book
that packs quite a punch.

BOOK OVERVIEW:

Wheaton IL¬—Some stats indicate that nearly 80% of Americans identify themselves as Christians. Mike
McKinley has noticed a concerning trend: There are far too many people who think that they are Christians,
but aren’t actually in Christ. He likens it to people who claim to be “huge Yankees fans” but don’t watch
games, don’t know the lineup, or the stats, and only ride the team’s glory around playoff time for the exciting
World Series victory.
In Am I Really a Christian?, McKinley argues that there is much at stake in the decision to follow Christ, and
it is crucial to know where you stand and what it means for your life.
McKinley writes with a genuine love and concern for those in the church. He asks tough questions in order
to plead with readers who may not be running the race marked out in God’s Word to change course.
Emphasizing the importance that Jesus and Paul placed on this issue, McKinley guides readers through
Scripture to show what the Bible says about genuine faith.

* * * * *



The review copies were courtesy of Crossway and Amazon.com. The opinion expressed is strictly my own.

John Collier says

A couple of months ago, I had the opportunity to attend a conference where Mike McKinley was one of the
speakers. I enjoyed his presentations and sermons immensely and was fortunate enough to meet him and
trade a few emails. I committed at that conference to buy both the books he has written and review them for
you. Am I Really a Christian? (2011, Crossway) is really the second of his books. I will post a review of the
other in a few weeks.

I am more conflicted over this book than I have been over a book in a long time. First let me say, it is a really
good book. Further, it addresses a real issue in the church: people who think they are Christians but are not.
But how do you know who is and who is not really a Christian? It is less important for me or you to identify
who is or is not; it is vitally important for me to be able to identify whether I am or not. and that is what
McKinley tries to help us answer.

This book does not seem to be a direct reply to the doctrines of “Free Grace Theology” – inasmuch as it does
not directly reference those belief systems or their proponents. Instead, it is a prophetic voice to a Christian
subculture that often elevates professions and image above a genuine relationship with the God of the
universe through the salvation that comes only in Jesus Christ.

In Am I Really a Christian?, McKinley identifies seven traits or characteristics which he thinks out to help an
individual determine whether or not he is a Christian; he then writes a chapter based on each of these
characteristics from the negative perspective. The chapter titles all begin: “You Are Not a Christian …”:
* Just Because You Say That You Are
* If You Haven’t Been Born Again
* Just Because You Like Jesus
* If You Enjoy Sin
* If You Do Not Endure to the End
* If You Don’t Love Other People
* If You Love Your Stuff

McKinley’s writing is conversational and easy to follow. Most importantly, it is rooted in the scripture. And
this is a good place to address why I am conflicted over this book. I appreciate that it uses the truth of the
Gospel as the foundation. The problem is that I disagree with some of his interpretation. Don’t get me
wrong; most of it is spot-on. He could not be more right. The problem is where I think he gets it wrong, he
gets it very wrong. This is most true of Chapter 5: “You Are Not a Christian If You Do Not Endure to the
End”.

When I ordered the book, I was fully aware of McKinley’s Calvinist or Reformed beliefs; and I have an
appreciation for them. The chapter about enduring did not surprise me. It is the depth of my reaction that
surprised me.

The other surprise was my response to the scriptures he used to support his Calvinst position. I would use
pretty much the same passages to support my Reformation Arminian position. It really is a matter of
interpretation!



I don’t want to be uncharitable. I count Mike McKinley as a bother and co-laborer in ministry. He desires to
desires to associate and work alongside brothers and sisters who do not share his Calvinist soteriology, as do
I.

He closes the book with a chapter where he asks then tries to answer the question: Can I ever really know if I
am a Christian? followed by a chapter stressing the importance of membership in the local church. The
chapter on church membership is perhaps the best in the book. My hope is that he will soon write an entire
book on that topic.

Am I Really a Christian? is really quite a good book. That being said, as a reader you must go in with your
eyes wide open. McKinley definitely approaches the subject through the lens of his deeply held Reformed
theology, as he should.

This is a book I would recommend to pastors and teachers, along with those who are confident enough in
their understanding of scripture to prevent being unduly influenced by the areas where I think McKinley just
gets it wrong. I am hesitant to recommend it to individuals who struggle with assurance because the chapter
on perseverance breeds the very false assurance McKinley tries to guard against. The book would also make
a great general outline for a preaching or teaching series.

Michael says

What a terrific book! Here's a little volume written for anew believer, a struggling believer, even a believer
who isn't sure why they should join a church. Yes, assurance of salvation is one of the benefits of church
membership.

This book was a great reminder for me of the many basic, foundational attitudes and actions that need to be
taken every day and every week to "work out my salvation." Written in an informal, warm (even funny)
style, this is a book to have on the shelf because it is worth reading and re-reading. It's also a great book to
give to others who need some encouragement int heir pilgrimage. I highly recommend this book!

Eric Durso says

Get a stash to give away.

Tammy says

For this review I would like to give a tad bit of history of myself so that way you can better understand the
reason I chose this book to review.

When I saw this book through NetGalley it really caught my eye. Since the age of 10 when I was adopted by
my parents, I have been hearing that for you to become a Christian you must accept Christ into your heart
and save you. Nearly 23 years later I decided to ask Christ into my heart. The reason being, I was in Sunday
school and we were talking about how Saul had God's hand taken away from him because he would not
follow God's rules. I got extremely scared. Not 7 moths prior I woke up from a 10 hour surgery paralyzed



from the waist down, and my arms and hands doing whatever they wanted no matter what I tried. I was
thinking that is what happened to me, God taking his hand of protection off of me. I asked my Sunday school
teacher to stay after class and he helped me to accept Jesus into my heart. That day I never felt anything like
this before. If I could put it into words if felt, joy, peace, like a burden was lifted off of me, like I was on top
of a cloud and no one could touch me. Fast forward almost 4 years later and I feel nothing like I did 4 yrs.
ago. Some of that is because I was a victim of a most heinous crime, and I felt God could have saved me
from this crime. So, when I saw this book I decided to read it and maybe learn a thing or two.

Right from the get go I was drawn into the book. The way that Mike McKinley wrote the book was like he
was speaking directly to me. I am so thankful for getting the Kindle for my birthday; I was able to highlight
some pretty amazing things while reading. Since, I got this as an E-Book this was the best thing ever. While
Mike McKinley writes he does not look down upon you. His writing is there to help and encourage you
while learning the ins and outs on whether or not you are a Christian. He poses questions within the chapters
that way you can keep a notebook and see how your Christian walk is going. Where you might need extra
help; he does recommend doing this with another member of your church family, I am still looking for a
church family since I just recently moved to where we are. I feel that if I had someone, besides my husband,
to have accountability with I feel that the book would have been a blessing to both me and my accountability
partner.

If you are wondering if you have a personal walk with Jesus, then this is the book for you. Like I said Mike
McKinley does not talk down to you at all, he writes like a loving father would. You can tell that Mike
McKinley really cares about the people that read his book. He cares about the souls of the people out there.
This would be a great book if you wanted to do it in a small group setting or just with 1 on 1.

Joshua says

Helpful framework to think through

Mike McKinley walks the reader through five ways a person can know whether or not they are a Christian. I
found it helpful and challenging. Recommended to anyone wanting to learn more about what it truly means
to be a Christian.

Kimberly Bower MLIS (gladeslibrarian) says

If you don't want to be a Christian this book is not for you. Put it down. If you believe you are a Christian
and are satisfied with your grasp of the doctrine of salvation, the role of faith in salvation, personal assurance
of salvation and the manner in which your life lines up with your belief system, this book has nothing to
offer you. Walk away. There is danger, however, in thinking you are past the point of need for self-
examination or for peer-accountability regarding the direction of your life. Since your eternal destination
hangs in the balance, the subject matter should be worth your consideration. With these statements Mike
McKinley, the pastor of a Baptist congregation, pinpoints the intended audience of "Am I really a Christian:
the most important question you're not asking" (Crossway, 2011).

Christian jargon can bring more confusion than clarity. McKinley's perspective of "born again" is one of
regeneration. The regenerating love and mercy of God is the cause of salvation while the fruit of the



believer's life is the result or effect of salvation. Being a "Christian" goes beyond respect for Jesus to belief
and faith in him.

"Am I really a Christian?" is scripture rich. McKinley relies heavily on passages of scripture and points
readers to them by providing direct quotations within the text. Like John Piper's Think: The Life of the Mind
and the Love of God (Crossway, 2010), McKinley compels readers to look past feelings and common
Christian expressions to contemplate questions like the following: What do I believe? Do I agree? Does
scripture bear out his arguments? How should I respond in light of these truths?

McKinley's message is to the church. He speaks as a fellow sojourner wanting to guide, encourage and
strengthen the faith of believers. He takes care to reassure Christians with sensitive consciences. His pastoral
gifting rings true. The author continually brings to the forefront the need for believers to be surrounded by
brothers and sisters that can be trusted to come alongside to encourage and guide them as they walk out their
faith. As the body of Christ, the goal should be self-evaluation in consultation with trusted mentors in order
to seek and find evidence that the cause of our salvation (God's regenerating love and mercy) has taken root
and our lives are beginning to reveal the fruit (effect) of that salvation. To aid in this process, McKinley
recommends the formation of year-long one-on-one mentoring relationships.

The format for each chapter is text followed by a How to Respond section containing four points: reflect,
repent, remember, and report. The book contains three appendices: Notes, containing sources for in-text
references divided by chapter; Subject Index and Scripture Index.

"Am I Really a Christian?" can be useful to individuals apart from a group environment. Its best and most
complete use will come in the form of small groups of believers within the body of a local congregation. If
you are willing to put quality time into self-evaluation in consultation with trusted friends at your local
congregation, "Am I Really a Christian?" is worth your time and attention.

NOTE: I requested and received a copy of this title via NetGalley.com but made no commitment to review it.

Matthew says

Are you really a Christian? If you believe you are, you might be bothered that anyone would even ask. I
mean, of course you are, right? How dare anyone question that?

So it’s likely to be a little off-putting to some when Mike McKinley begins the introduction to his book, Am
I Really a Christian? by making this statement: “This is a book aimed at convincing you that you may not be
a Christian” (he even acknowledges he’s kind of a jerk…). McKinley has looked out over the landscape of
Christianity (along with numerous biblical warnings) and concluded that there are many people who believe
they are Christians but will hear Jesus say these dreaded words one day: “Depart from me; I never knew
you.”

So despite the uncomfortable nature of the topic, McKinley’s pastor’s heart causes him to dive in to many of
the ways people have been deceived (or deceived themselves) into wrongly believing they are Christians.
After all, this is vitally important, and the bible gives numerous warnings to professing believers to examine
themselves to see if they really are true believers. Using the analogy of a race, McKinley says that if you had
a group of people running a race where finishing meant salvation, but many of them were just standing along
the road in their nice running clothes and shoes but not actually running, it would be cruel not to tell them



they will never finish the race that way. Their eternal destiny depends on actually running and finishing.

In each chapter, McKinley tackles a misconception about what it means to be a Christian. One of my favorite
chapters was “You Are Not a Christian If You Enjoy Sin.” I thought McKinley did a great job here of
balancing the truth of salvation by faith through grace alone with our new orientation as believers towards
sin. He gets the balance right, guarding against works-salvation on one hand and indifference towards sin on
the other.

The other aspect of the book I really liked was the emphasis on the importance of the local church. McKinley
pleads with people to get plugged into a good church and not to walk alone, for multiple reasons. Some who
are weak in their faith might be discouraged by their doubts and failures and give up, feeling like they don’t
measure up in the faith. They need people alongside them to encourage them and point out evidence of
God’s work in their lives. Others are prone to pride and performance-based salvation and they need brothers
and sisters to call them to repentance and convict them of sin and (sometimes) even question their faith if
there is truly no fruit of repentance.

First and foremost, McKinley writes here as a pastor concerned for lost sheep who believe they are on the
right path when they aren’t. It’s not always pleasant, but all of us need to examine ourselves to see if our
faith is real. God commanded us to do so. In an age when many are content to collect “decisions for Christ”
and let them go on their way, it’s nice to see someone calling us to “count the count” of following Jesus and
not presume to be in the faith. Our salvation was far too costly to count it that lightly.

Álex Oliva Silva says

Este libro basa sus enseñanzas en la advertencia de Jesús en Mateo 7:21-23 y aunque al principio parece
buscar encasillar la vida cristiana solo en doctrina, es más bien un checklist de evidencias que muestran si
eres o no cristiano verdadero o, por el contrario, eres cristiano nominal.

Más que confrontarte para desenmascarar tu "falso cristianismo", el libro busca animarte a perseverar, a amar
a tus enemigos, rendirte ante Dios (y su Palabra), aborrecer el pecado, congregarte, entre otros tantos valores
cristianos.

Aunque me pareció un libro bastante certero en las enseñanzas, el capítulo 4 ("No soy cristiano si disfrutas
de pecar") queda al debe al no señalar el problema del "ya, pero todavía no"; y en el capítulo 9 ("un poco de
ayuda de tus amigos") el enfoque que le da a la membresía es más de institución eclesiástica que de familia o
hermandad, que, creo yo, es un mejor enfoque.

Jennifer Radtke says

This book has been calling to me from my bookshelf ever since it came in the mail from LIFE.

I think putting it in the list of reading had it come out at the perfect time. It's so wonderful when God does
those things for us. When I picked up the book I saw the small print that there's a foreword by Kirk
Cameron. Does anyone else still see his teen poster hanging on your wall when you hear his name, or is it
just me?



Looking at the Table of Contents really made it a wonderful follow up to Reason to Believe.
1. You are not a Christian just because you say that you are.
2. You are not a Christian if you haven't been born again.
3. You are not a Christian just because you like Jesus.
4. You are not a Christian if you enjoy sin.
5. You are not a Christian if you do not endure to the end.
6. You are not a Christian if you don't love other people.
7. You are not a Christian if you love your stuff.

I have to say that Mike McKinley was a much more entertaining writer than R. C. Sproul. I loved his
personal stories that started each chapter to give you a new way to look at each topic. I also really enjoyed
how he wrote the book so that you can use it as a group study. He actually urges you to read this book that
way in the introduction. At the end of each chapter he has some Reflection questions, Repent statements,
Remember verses, and a Report statement. The How to Respond section did a really good job of summing up
the chapter in those statements, verses, and questions. It also gave you something to take with you and chew
on.

The last two chapters sum up the book and give you hope and a path to walk on. He concludes with the idea
that being a Christian isn't a one-time thing; it's a daily choice...sometimes even moment choice. He also says
that it's up to us to come back if we walk away.

I really enjoyed this book and would definitely suggest it to anyone. I would enjoy working through it with a
group and get some discussion going on those questions. I find it disturbing when I argue or debate with
myself.

Andy Huette says

This is an easy-to-read book, with great illustrations and no-nonsense teaching about the marks of being a
Christian. It helpfully explained key passages about examining the fruit of one's faith and is a helpful
exhortation for believers as well as a bible-filled rubric for non-believers to consider what true faith looks
like. My only request would be that slightly more time be spent in chapter 8 on assurance of salvation. After
the first seven chapters, just about anyone could be doubting the veracity of his or her faith, so it would be
helpful to beef up the ending with some more explanation of assurance.

Reena Jacobs says

Expect my full review August 22, 2011 on Ramblings of an Amateur Writer: http://wp.me/pPz8s-1C7

One thing I want to emphasize is this book is not aimed at non-Christians. It’s not meant to convert the non-
believer or convince the non-believer that Christianity is the only way. Instead, it focuses on individuals who
claim to be Christian and helps those individuals examine their lives, so they don’t miss the boat.

Much of what Mr. McKinley said, I knew to be true. It’s clearly laid out in the bible. I don’t know who has a
ticket and who doesn’t, but I do know the bible says something to the effect of the gate is small and the road



is narrow and few will find it. So logically, it makes sense to me that not everyone who boasts to be a
Christian is going to find the path. Especially when considering upwards of 60,70, 80% of Americans believe
they’re Christians. Who knows the figures in other countries. Few doesn’t equal the majority.

So the question is: if one truly believes the information in the bible, wouldn’t he/she want to be sure to be on
the right track rather than one of the many who think they’re walking down the right path, only to find too
late they’re on the broad road? Am I Really a Christian? is like stopping and asking for directions. In the end,
some might receive a wake up call, but also might find hope and an opportunity to step on the road they’d
meant to travel.

I loved that this book doesn’t focus on hells fire and damnation. It doesn’t try to scare folks into becoming a
Christian or scare people who claim to be a Christian into behaving right. Instead, it identifies markers which
might suggest one is or isn’t a Christian. Not by way of finger pointing, which can be so easy (That person’s
not a Christian. That person isn’t. That person is.) No. None of that. It isn’t about whether others want to
classify a person as a goat or a sheep. Rather it helps a person examine his/her walk with the help of those in
the Christian community.

Even though this is a work tailored toward those who believe they’re Christian, I still think it’s a great read
for non-Christians. Why? Because I believe the worldview on Christianity is tainted by those who profess to
be Christian but act in non-Christian ways in the name of Christianity. Am I Really a Christian? is truly
insightful.

I received this work from the publisher in exchange for a review

Alissagraham says

Earlier this summer I was in a mall in Worcester, Massachusetts when I saw a shocking advertisement from a
health care facility. It said “Pride kills thousands of men each year.”

I can attest to that statement. At my dad’s funeral, someone came up to me and told me that my dad might
have been suffering from a risky medical condition but that he did not want to get treated or tell anyone of
the situation. It was due to pride. He ended up dying alone, separated from his family and any friends he
might have still had.

Those stories told simply to say that we need to humble ourselves and seek truth and help.

“Am I Really a Christian” by Mike McKinley is a book that encourages Christians and those that want to be
Christians to humbly “go to the doctor’s appointment,” and take any measures necessary for spiritual heath.

Author Mike McKinley does a great job of examining scripture to look for solid truths on what it means to
be a Christian and then teaching us to look for evidences of God’s mighty saving work in our lives.

While some could take this book as provocative, it asks an eternally important question in a simple, gospel
driven, and straight forward way. Jesus himself says there are many who will get to the end and expect to
walk through the pearly gates, only to hear, “I never even knew you,” from God himself. (Matthew 25). The
purpose of the book is to explore such things deeply, before it is too late.



The book is laid out in nine chapters, each addressing what it means and does not mean to be a Christian.
Each chapter goes to scripture to discuss what it clearly says in regards to being born again. At the end of
each chapter there is a response section in which the author thoughtfully calls us to reflect, repent, remember,
and report through different questions and scripture references.

McKinley does a great job at addressing how self deceived and comically limited our own self awareness is
by showing us that being a Christian doesn’t mean checking a box once, or just claiming that we are. It
requires a change of heart, a change of team.

McKinley takes on popular misconceptions of what a Christian is. He goes head on against the idea that you
are a Christian simply because you love Jesus. He also challenges our hearts by showing us that we are not
Christians if we continually abide in sin, deliberately keep in it, and happily make it a practice. I appreciated
the chapters on loving others and not loving our stuff. He again, goes to scripture to show us that being a
Christian means we will have a heart that loves others, dying to ourselves, and putting our hope in Christ
instead of worldly goods.

I really appreciated how it also talks about the goodness of God. God delights to save his people and he is
not some swindler trying to trick us into losing the race. Graciously God has given us some guidance on who
belongs to himself. “You shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:20). Essentially, we need to
prayerfully take heed to Jesus’ warnings and cling to his promises.

The book repeats the gospel often, and helps us to see that “human beings are not spiritually wounded, we
are spiritually dead.” Many people who claim to be Christians are just working on fixing themselves up, but
“self improvement is not the solution to these kinds of problems. A radical overhaul is.” Chapter two dives in
to what it looks like to be born again and what it means to essentially have a total alteration of your cosmic
allegiances. He tackles the question “how can you tell that you are born again,” and shows us five basic
things that all Christians have. (Belief in true doctrine, hatred for sin in your life, perseverance over time,
love for other people, freedom from love of the world.)

I loved that involvement in a local church is stressed as an essential help to our faith. This book explains that
when we are around others, they can help us locate our blind spots. Also, being immersed in good biblical
teaching can help us align our values and measurements with God’s.

Time and time again the reminder sounded that I need to place my trust in Christ for my salvation, and not in
a resume of religious works.

This book is a helpful instrument for anyone. It will help you peel back your heart layers and look for the
evidence that God has done a mighty saving work in our lives. Even as someone who has grown up in and
around Christian culture, claiming the gospel for myself at a young age, this book presented a much needed
assessment.

also posted on www.alissamgraham.com

Patrick says

Matthew 7:21-23 says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did



we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

This is THE scariest passage in the Bible. These people are doing big things and yet they aren’t Christians!
This poses the question, “How do I know if I am saved, or if I am one of these people?”

That is what Mike McKinley tries to answer in his book, “Am I Really A Christian?” He calls for self-
examination. Don’t get comfortable in your walk with God. We should constantly be assessing whether or
not we are acting like a child of God.

McKinley makes seven assumptions: You are not a Christian…
1) Just because you say you are.
2) If you haven’t been born again.
3) Just because you like Jesus.
4) If you enjoy sin.
5) If you do not endure to the end.
6) If you don’t love other people.
7) If you love your stuff.

Our world is full of people who think Jesus was a great guy, who claim to be Christians, who are “nice”, and
who give to the poor. But doing these things does not make a person a Christian. McKinley does a good job
of getting into the basic beliefs of every Christian.

But what about doubts? At one time or another everyone has had their doubts about their faith. Does that
make me not a Christian? This question is answered in the end of the book.

I highly recommend this book for any Christian who is struggling with doubting their faith. The point of this
book is not to scare believers into thinking that they are going to hell. The point is to encourage all of us to
examine ourselves to see if there is fruit in our lives.

John 14:15 – “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

Jenna says

When I saw the book’s title “Am I Really a Christian?”, my first reaction was “I am really sure of my
salvation, so this book is not really for me”. However, choosing among the titles, I ended up picking this one
with the thought “this will be an easy read because I’m sure it all talks about basic Christianity” in mind.
However, now, after reading the book, I am enrichly blessed and I’ve been a Christian for 6 years and I am
still continually amazed at how God shows He loves me. He always, always, remind me of things I thought I
already learned by heart. I grew up in a Christian environment and learned Bible stories,lessons, characters
and verses. Still, wherever angle I read each verse and each lesson, it goes to me differently, that’s how
mysterious and great the Holy Spirit works.
So, anyway, back to the book. Am I Really a Christian? helped me reexamine my life and it made me more
sure and more confident that I am a genuine Christian.
This book is perfect not only for those who doubt their “being a Christian”, but also to ALL Christians. I
agree with Pastor Mike (the author) that many Christians today tend to be so complacent about their “being a
Christian” that they fail to see if they really are Christians. Hence, the nominal Christians-Christians only by



name, not by life. This book does not intend to condemn people that “oh you think you’re a Christian but
you’re not!” and doubt their salvation, but this book is just a heartily reminder for us to constantly check
ourselves, and as one family, we ought to check each other. Being a Christian is not a simple walk on the
road, and the book reminded me that we must count the cost, and in our Christian life, we need to persevere
until we finish the race. What struck me most in the book is found in chapter 5 where the nature of the
salvation Jesus secured to us, His people, was enumerated, and the question “Can you see why a true
believer, who has genuinely experienced Christ’s forgiveness, will remain in the faith until the end?” and I
was like nodding and was so touched and said “This is the reason!”...

The five things that characterizes genuine faith in Christ: (1. Belief in the true doctrine 2. Hatred for sin in
your life 3. Perseverance over time 4. Love for other people 5. Freedom from love of the world) are
explained thoroughly but briefly with each chapter, and each chapter ends with a series of challenges to
reflect, repent, remember, and report to another person. The author included lots and lots of examples and
stories to make us understand each topic well. The humor in the stories and the casual but with a touch of
serious tone of how the book was written didn’t bore me, and I guarantee you will not bore you too, instead it
will make you think of things in your life...At the end of the book, you will indeed pray and be touched. :)

Do I recommend this book? Yes I do! If the book will be available already, I will surely share it to my
friends. At the meantime, i will share my learnings to my churchmates, and of course to you, the reader of
this review. God bless.


