
Such a Pretty Face
Gabrielle Goldsby

http://bookspot.club/book/1004358.such-a-pretty-face
http://bookspot.club/book/1004358.such-a-pretty-face


Such a Pretty Face

Gabrielle Goldsby

Such a Pretty Face Gabrielle Goldsby
A sexy, sometimes humorous, sometimes poignant, contemporary romance that gently exposes the damage
to heart and soul when we fail to look beneath the surface for what truly matters.

Mia Sanchez is rocked when her partner of four years, Brenda Montalba, informs her that she has fallen out
of love with her and that she's planning on leaving town for several months to give them time to "think about
their future together." Mia hadn't thought words could be more painful until Brenda followed up hers with,
"You've really let yourself go over the last few years." Alone, hurt, and embarrassed, Mia decides to take the
advice of her sales assistant and friend Mathew "Goody" Good, the self crowned Queen of Getting Dumped
when he tells her, "The best way to get over them is to get even."
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From Reader Review Such a Pretty Face for online ebook

Audrey says

I enjoyed reading this book! I was hooked by chapter one due to the breakup of Mia and Brenda, however, at
times I felt as if the book dragged on and on and repeated similar moments. I also enjoyed the development
of Ryan and Mia's friendship before they jumped into bed with one another. I have read other books by
Goldsby and by far this is my favorite. I gave a 3 star rating, because I believe more editing needed to be
done and some development didn't need to be there. Overall, the book kept my interest and I also enjoyed the
"naughty" moments...

Tiff says

The description for this book could not be further from what this book actually is about. This book has zero
to do with revenge and everything to do with finding your own happiness despite sucky circumstances. Such
a Pretty Face by Gabrielle Goldsby is a light romance that focuses on dealing with dysfunctional
relationships (parents, wife, co-workers…) and rising above the nonsense and making the most of your life
on your terms.

Mia Sanchez a beautiful Mexican American woman who just happens to be plus sized. Mia has a great
career, through hard work and dedication she has established herself as one of the top financial analysts in
her investment firm. What Mia also has is a superficial wife, a contemptuous mother and to top it all off a
growing waistline, none of which she knows what to do about. You see, Mia eats her feelings instead of
dealing with her life’s issues. Therefore she overeats, and then begins to avoid looking in mirrors or trying
on clothes.

Mia comes home one day to her wife, Brenda, who tells her she is taking a job in New Zealand for five
months. Three days later, on her way to the airport, Brenda lets her know she isn’t happy anymore and
alludes to the fact Mia has let herself go. Damn Brenda, could you be any harsher! Unfortunately, Mia
doesn’t breakup with the a-hole, and will have to deal with this relationship when Brenda decides to come
back to Portland.

Ryan Benson is a beautiful, blond, athletic, construction worker who is the perfect distraction for Mia’s
messy breakup, which is more like a strong relationship pause. Ryan is quiet, reserved and undeniably nice.
Ryan has personal demons of her own, and she has trouble facing their destructive patterns. Kindness has
been a double edged sword for her. These two ladies are almost instantly drawn together but fight the urge to
have any relationship beyond friendship because of Brenda and the relationship pause.

What I liked about this book is that both of the main characters were not “perfect” physically and they both
had their share of emotional issues. I really appreciate that the author gave us a beautiful woman who had a
larger figure. Beautiful women do not fit a standard mold. There is going to be a but though.

There are things that I did not care for about this book either. The potential is there for this book to be
fantastic but (I told you) to me it sadly it fell just short. The narrative, which is shown from Mia's point of
view, spends so much time on her body image, that we lost sight of the romance with Ryan. Ryan’s issues
seemed like they were barely touched on and for the life of me I could not figure out why we had to spend so



much time with work related issues. There is enough conflict already, let’s delve into the good stuff and
forget the petty co-workers. I was desperate to know more about Ryan and what made her tick, especially
what drove her to Mia despite all of her reservations.

Gabrielle Goldsby is no doubt a talented author, and one who I would gladly read again. I loved what this
book was, a pleasant story with refreshing characters. 3.25 stars.

Tara says

I'm kind of conflicted with this one. The storyline about the jerk coworker wasn't really necessary, I would
have liked to know more about Ryan's perspective, and I don't really understand why everyone was worried
about what Brenda thought, when Mia makes it clear to everyone that Brenda left and she doesn't care what
she thinks. I did like Mia and Ryan's relationship though, and all of the scenes with the two of them were
great.

T says

i went back and forth between 3 stars and 4 on this one. I loved the moral to the story. The main character is
slightly overweight and loathes herself. by the end of the book (i don't think is giving away spoilers...) she
sees what a difference it is to surround yourself by people that love you and see your true beauty. It changes
everything for her. Whether it's weight, or any number of other things, many of us have insecurities that this
book will speak to.

The main thing that i didn't like that dropped this to 3 stars for me, what the state of the 'broken up'
relationship. I also don't think it's a spoiler, since it happens at the very beginning and is spoken of in the 1st
sentence... but Mia's wife, whom she's been with for 4 years, leaves her. She takes off her ring, says she
doesn't love her anymore, then goes on to criticize her. After which she leaves on a trip to fiji for 5 months
and she takes most of her things. The story starts there and goes on to show mia realizing she didn't love her
anyhow and rebuilding her self esteem. Fine. Good story. What wasn't good for me, and what i struggled
with the rest of the book, was why mia and everyone around her kept saying she still had a girlfriend. Her
love interest was put off because of the 'girlfriend' that was in fiji and mia needs to end it. ...Hello! she took
off her ring and walked out the door! mia is single now! i just didn't get it. even mia didn't make this point.
she kept agreeing she had unfinished business, which was what... the sale of the house. dumb. it made me
really not like this book anytime that came up.

But, i realize this is a matter of personal opinion and it is entirely possible i am missing something regarding
states of 'broken-up' and relationships. So, if you think you can get past that, you may love this book. i found
the whole wishy-washy-ness of it made the main character weaker in my eyes. (which completely
undermined the point of her becoming emotionally stronger) but it does have a sexy fix-it girl that you will
love. and a decent hot scene or two.

The writing and editing were well done. This is the first i've read from the author and i will probably read
more. she has a nice fluid writing style and the character development is decent, even if you want to slap
them...



Vic says

Having read this book once before I didn't expect to find myself chuckling at the funny bits again, or feeling
so much for the characters, or finding new things within it that I liked. I was pleasantly surprised to find
myself enjoying this book even more than I did the first time. I'd forgotten just how lovely, and appealing,
both the leads are. Mia is just adorable, and her interactions with her family had me guffawing several times.
Even her interactions with her potential love interest, Ryan, had me giggling. She gets a bit clumsy and
goofy around Ryan, and who could blame her? Gabrielle Goldsby certainly created a rather alluring woman
in Ryan.

I'm almost certain nobody (certainly not me) could accuse Goldbsy of writing poorly or making the act of
reading hard work, or adding superfluous characters or side plots that detract from the main reason for the
novel - which is the building romance of its two leads. I love her work because of this fact. She gets the level
of plot just right without losing sight of the characters. My interest in this book didn't wane at any point as I
read through it again. She had me rooting for the love story without it getting overly soppy. The dialog didn't
noticeably stray into cringe territory, and I wanted to read the whole thing again once I was done, though
there were times I could have pushed my hand through the pages in order to give Mia a good shake. Really,
who would allow an awful ex-girlfriend so much control? But on the flipside of that, her struggles with being
overweight were not overly dramatic and I didn't feel I was being preached to by Goldsby about either the
merits of curvy women, or the merits of being athletic and healthy. Mia's change - both physically and
emotionally - seemed to happen naturally, and was completely understandable; lending itself well to the
dynamic between her and Ryan. And the dynamic was certainly well presented.

The few heated scenes between Mia and Ryan, though sometimes a little far fetched, were perfectly done and
suited both characters. I had to fan myself with my kindle at one point in fact. But hell, there's nothing wrong
with reading books just for the romantic aspect, and there's nothing wrong with enjoying sex scenes, and the
build up to those scenes. I don't feel I have to apologise for what I like, so I won't, and this book delivers in
all those aspects more than adequately (as far as I'm concerned at least).

Of course, there is more to the book than desire and sex even though the desire is very well portrayed; there
are some great moments that had me really feeling for Mia, and the book left an overall lingering sensation
of satisfaction. It isn't perfect but makes for an engaging, light-hearted, enjoyable read that doesn't try to be
something that it's not. I know I'll be reading the book again in the future.

I'd say this book lands more in the 4 and a half stars zone for me, but I've rounded it up for all the moments I
found myself laughing out loud as I read.

Ted says

I was between 2 and 3 stars on this one. As the blurb mentions, there are ex issues. So much so that I felt the
shadow of her ex drove many of the plot points throughout to distraction. What I *did* like however was
that the MC was not a size 2. There were some issues with that, but my point is is that because of that the
character was a lot more believable. More real. And she was a WoC. So because of it I'll give it 3 stars. All
the angst and drama and bad feels, bleh.



lov2laf says

4.15 stars.

This book is written very well and it's definitely worth a read. Many times it was hard for me to put down
and I kept telling myself, "just one more chapter", only to keep going to find out what happened next. I loved
the fact that the main character, Mia, is a larger sized love lead who is also non-white. I'm a big fan of
diversity in lesfic.

The story is told completely from Mia's perspective, whose inner monologue I found completely authentic,
engaging, and amusing. The self-doubt, self-criticism and insecurities all rang true and it was refreshing to
see them written in such a way, with both honesty and humor. So many books establishing a character as
insecure either don't go as deep or they go too deep to the point of maudlin. I felt Mia's voice had a perfect
balance.

The humor in the story is great and, as for the love story, this was a joy to follow, as well. The chemistry is
palpable between Mia and Ryan and it's satisfying to see their relationship unfold. For the romance, the
author did something incredibly rare in lesfic, she let the characters breathe around each other. The intimacy
the characters build is seen just as much in the non-spoken interactions they have as with their conversations.
As a reader, that's really fun for me to read. When Mia and Ryan finally come together, the love scene is
both intimate and steamy. Very well done. It was especially satisfying that Ryan falls for Mia when she's
bigger and feeling her worst. Any inner growth Mia has is motivated within herself rather than pressure to
impress, which was also a refreshing angle.

With all of the good this book has, I do have some bittersweet feelings.

I feel that the last third of the book doesn't feel as tight as the rest of it. The book is never slow at all but the
first half of the book really takes its time and fills in a lot of character and detail. When we come up on the
last 1/3rd of the book, something about it felt more jarring or rushed to wrap things up and, in some ways,
made it a bit too tidy. I also wanted a few things fleshed out more, primarily I was hoping for a bigger blow
up scene between Brenda and Mia. It's a compliment to the author that I wanted more instead of less.

Overall, this is a really unique and refreshing read and certainly recommend.

Kat says

Loved every bit of it. Sweet romance, that makes you happy and sad, excited and angry-same as the main
character.

Clara says

Sometimes it takes a very talented author like Ms Goldsby to enlighten us to detrimental scars of childhood.
She also shows us the very important details of life in these fascinating characters and wonderful inspiring



story. I track my exercise and run 4-5 miles every day!

Hannah says

Painful to read 90% of the time. Extremely predictable. Cringe-worthy writing style.


