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In the Land of Green Ginger there is a town called Marmalade, which is inhabited exclusively by guinea-
pigs. They are of all colours, and of two sorts. The common, or garden, guinea-pigs are the most numerous.
They have short hair, and they run errands and twitter. The guinea-pigs of the other variety are called
Abyssinian Cavies. They have long hair and side whiskers, and they walk upon their toes.

[Pg 10]The common guinea-pigs admire and envy the hair of the Abyssinian Cavies; they would give
anything to be able to make their own short hair grow long. So there was excitement and twittering amongst
the short-haired guinea-pigs when Messrs. Ratton and Scratch, Hair Specialists, sent out hundreds of
advertisements by post, describing their new elixir.

The Abyssinian Cavies who required no hair stimulant were affronted by the advertisements. They found the
twitterings tiresome.

During the night between March 31st and April 1st, Messrs. Ratton and Scratch arrived in Marmalade. They
placarded the walls of the town with posters; and they set up a booth in the market place. Next morning
quantities of elegantly stoppered bottles were displayed upon the booth. The rats stood in front of the booth,
and distributed handbills describing the wonderful effects of their new quintessence. "Come buy, come buy,
come buy! Buy a bottleful and try it on a door-knob! We guarantee that it will grow a crop of onions!"
shouted Messrs. Ratton and Scratch. Crowds of short-haired guinea-pigs swarmed around the booth ...
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From Reader Review Fairy Caravan: - for online ebook

Lynne Fracassi says

Pure magical imagery.

Beatrix Potter tells such magical tales about animals lives. It emerges you into their world as if one was
watching the tale unfold!


