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'"The dead are our neighbours everywhere on theisland, and you have to get used to it.'

It is bitter mid-winter on the Swedish island of Oland, and Katrine and Joakim Westin have moved with their
children to the boarded-up manor house at Eel Point. But their remote idyll is soon shattered when Katrineis
found drowned off the rocks nearby. As Joakim struggles to keep his sanity in the wake of the tragedy, the
old house beginsto exert a strange hold over him.

Joakim has never been in the least superstitious, but from where are those whispering noises coming? To
whom does his daughter call out in the night? And why is the barn door for ever ajar?

Asthe end of the year approaches, and the infamous winter storm moves in across Oland, Joakim begins to
fear that the most spine-chilling story he's heard about Eel Point might indeed be true: that every Christmas
the dead return...
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From Reader Review The Darkest Room for online ebook

cassidy 1981 says

Kone?e kniha, o ktorej som rozmys?ala, g ke? som ju prave ne?itala?. Skvela ?7?7?

Peter Taylor says

| liked this book and would giveit 4 stars. Personally | think the blurb on the cover is an exaggeration and
does not do the story justice. It is not afrightening horror/crime story. It is an eerie believable ghost story
about a house that was built from wood salvaged from a vessel wrecked of the Island in 1846. However this
is no Hollywood type of sinister monster house.

It isthe story of how Joakim and his children cope with the death of his sister and wife. Intertwined with
details of the tragic deaths of men, women and children associated with the house. The house islike a church
with a graveyard without the corpses and you can imagine the ghosts meeting each year on Christmas Evein
silent remembrance.

It isalso a story about this Island and the terrifying Blizzards that occur. Snow mixed with sand driven by the
wind from the baltic, so harsh that it can damage the eyes

| also liked the imagery -
"waves like slow breathes in the darkness" - describing the sea
"pale half moon behind afilm of cloud asfine as silk"

Thomas Stromquist says

The first book in "The Oland Quartet", Skumtimmen (" Echoes from the Dead") was a pre-Goodreads read
for me, so afew years ago. | enjoyed it very much and certainly enough to collect more books by Theorin,
including two of the other three in this quartet. For some reason though, | haven't gotten around to reading
any of the others until now - but I'm certainly going to redeem that mistake.

Nattfak ("Natt" meaning night-time and "Fak" being the Oland name for an especially nasty snow/sleet/ice
storm that some years plague the island) really blew me away - | talked about it so much that | had to lend it
to a co-worker the minute | was done with it.

Following a death in the family Katrine and Joakim Westin, with their two children, move from a Stockholm
suburb to aremote area of the Baltic island Oland, taking up residence in an uncharacteristically large
lighthouse keeper's house. The back story is that during construction of the twin lighthouses, alarge boat
carrying timber shipwrecked nearby, leaving no survivors. Making use of the timber (on the isand where it's
not abundant), the house was constructed.



Katrine has family ties to the island and some, foremost her mother's, history are told in between chapters,
giving bath richness and depth to the story evolving.

Therest of the cast is ayoung police woman (she's also the niece of Gerlof - one recurring character),
opening up the - for some time unmanned - police station in the area; and a small band of burglars,
plundering the summer residences.

A second tragic event in the Westin family starts a chain of events that |eaves Joakim doubting his sanity and
later hisreality and the house affects him - surely the ghost stories can't be true? And how is the death of his
sister tied to Oland at all?

Asthe"Fak" draws near, the parts start to come together - as are the contenders - for afinal culmination.
Part crime mystery, part ghost(ly) story - expertly told and just on the right side of believable without being

predicable. And with an exemplary tight but suspenseful ending. What's not to love? Oh, and the parts are
stand alone stories and need not be read in order asfar as| can tell.

Maria says

Qpa?o BIBA?0 e wWPO 20 TAOK?. AAA? K?TTOU HIE ATIOYO2TEVCE. AEV 2TAV N 1OTOP?0 TIOL VUL TG
Ba dla?0w, AUT? TIOL TEPZUEVA. 2TAV N E§IXV200N K2TOIWV VWV KOl KUP?WE N CUVAIOBNUATIK?
KOl PUXOAOYIK? KAT?ITWoN eVv?2¢ VTPa Kal To Bap? Tou TAV00C. B?Bala LTT?PXE Hia ATEIA? oThV
10TOP?0 TIOL 700 TO A1 PAla PEY?AWVE OAA? WG EKE?. Ey? 70eAa gavi?opatal!! TOAA? gavi?opatal!

Caaur De Pirate says

ATHOO@AIPIK?, OPKET? OKOTEIV? (PIPETE VA IKOIOAOYNBE? KOl 0 T?TAOC) KAl AV N TI 7AAO
OVATPETITIK? WC TIPOC TNV €E2AIEN. AQVEI TTVTWC APKET? AVATIVTNTA EPWTUATA, OV E?2pw av
UTI?PXEl CUV?XELD TNC 1OTOP?0¢ OE PANO0 BIBAY0.

Booklunatic says

4.5 Sterne

Das war schon schaurig - ideal fur distere November-Abende. Im letzten Drittel konnte ich gar nicht mehr
aufhoéren zu lesen.

Ich suche Ubrigens dringend nach mehr Autoren wie Theorin oder Y rsa Sigurdardottir, vorzugsweise
ebenfalls skandinavisch, die Krimis mit Gbersinnlich-grusligem Einschlag schreiben. Wenn da also noch
jemand Empfehlungen fir mich hat?!




Franco Santos says

Muy buen libro secuela de El Cuarteto de Oland. Me gusté mucho. Un ingrediente que me cautivo esla
estacion en la que tiene lugar esta historia: € invierno. Adoro el frio desolador y seco, una contingencia
mas en unatrama llena de secretos, misteriosy leyendas.

Améd final; no melo vi venir de ninguna manera. Esun gran plot-twist que me sor prendié como pocos
libroslo hicieron.

Lynn says

Atmospheric and menacing winter on Oland in the Baltic Sea. A young couple with children buy and begin
to restore an isolated timber manor house in the shadow of two lighthouses. The bleak history of the area
blends well with the unlucky inhabitants of past and present. | was looking for ghosts and death in the grand
finale blizzard. Gerlof, the octogenarian hero of Echoes from the Dead, has an important role here aswell. |
hope to find him again in the remaining books of the quartet.

Mohikanos says

Fa 2AAN Ha gop? HoL ?pece TIOA? N ypa@? Tou Theorin. [p2@el wpa?a, HECT?, ?X0LV SOU? Ol
1OTOP?EC TOV, OAOKANPWUAVOUC XU POKT?PEC, TANO?01EC TEPIYPUP?C TOTT2WV KT A HEAWIIK 2TNTA
TIOU TOV EEXWPLEL ATI? TOUC PAAOUC GLYYPAPE?C ACTUVORIK HLBIGTOPNU?TWY. M?0a 0€ A0 aUT?
Ba TP?00eTa KAL A V2TO HEAQYXOA?0C TIOL TN Y?LEl ATI? TIC 10TOP?EC TOV, T?200 €EAIT?0C TWV
KOTOOT?0€WV TIOU AVTIHETWIT?2(OUV 0l 7pw?¢ TOU, 200 KAl Ayt TOU TOTT?0V TO OTI0?0 EVOEXKVUTAI
VIO PUXOTAAOKWTIK?G TEPLYPAP?C.

2€ aUT?T10 BIBA?0, 2UWCE, T?EL VA KVEL IO VIO @?POLOA OVATPOTE? OE OX 70N JUE TO TIPONYOAUEVO:
TIPOOTIOE? VA EVOWUAT?0El OTOIXE?A LETAQPUOIKO?, KVOVTAC TNV IOTOP?0 THO OKOTEIV? KOl {OPEP?.
>TO TR?TO KEPZAALA, LW?AI0TA, UTI?PX0UV OKNV?C TIOU TIPAYUOTIK? goU dNHIoLpyo?y VToon Kal
KAEIOTO@OPIK? 0 ?200n01. EVTO?T01¢, UT? N TIOOTI?DEI ? TOU KOTOAYEL - €1 T?0¢ TOL 2dI0V - OTO
KEV? YIOT? AT? V0 ONUE?0 KAl PET? ol 2LEl 21 AIX?(ETAI OTO TOI'V dP7U0 VO AKOAOLB?0El, AUTV
TOU PETAQUOIKO? ? TOU 0OTUVOUIKO? - KOl KATOAYEL, TIPOG A?1 HoU, 010 SE?TEPO. 7101, 7AN N
HOYE?a TIOL ONKIOUPYE? OTA TPR?TA KEP?AOIO ORNVETAL OIY?-01Y? e TNV EEPAIEN TNG 1ATOP?0C U2XP!
NV TEAIK? KOT?ANE? TNG, TIOL €01 ATOA?TWG avOp?ravn (av Kat EAIPETIK? duvaTt? Kal ‘Avtovn).
X1 2T N 10TOoP720 TI?0XEl K?2MoU ? 211 2XEl K21ro10 Pey?dt! 2Uwg, 7Tav 00u 2XEl dn I OVPY?0El K2ToIE
TIPOOOOK 76C KA1 TEAIK? OTIC O@AVEL OVEKTIN?PWIEC, OOV PA ETMPE?LEL TNV TPOSI DET? GOL TPOC TO
BiBA?0.

EmovepXUEVOC OTNV E100YWY? HOU, TO BIBA?0 €01 TIOA? KOA? KAL 0 CUYYPAQ?UC ?XEL TDAA? VA HOC
O070€l AV CLVEX?0€El OE ALT? TO MOT?BO KAl EEEAIXOE? TEPIOCG?TEPO. AL B?0TE TO XWP?C OE?TEPN
OK2PN. AAA? UNV TEPIUVETE HETOQUOLIK? TP2UO...(8/10)

Nancy Oakes says

Joakim and Katrine Westin, along with their two small children, have decided to leave Stockholm to buy and



renovate an old manor house at Eel Point on the island of Oland. Along with its two lighthouses, this area
has along history of shipwrecks and drownings, and it is said that the voices of the dead can till be heard.
But for Joakim and Katrine, Eel Point offers a new beginning. For their children there are meadows and
foreststo play in, a definite change from urban life in Stockholm. But after only a couple of months, the
idyllic setting becomes a place of dread after aterrible tragedy, which leaves Joakim shaken and
inconsolable, unable to deal with his grief. He begins to become more interested in Eel Point's haunted
history, wondering indeed if the dead inhabit the area, and the house begins to act on his damaged soul. He
meets Tilda Davidsson, a newly-recruited police officer who has moved to the area to escape from the gossip
involved with her affair with amarried policeman, and because she has family there. Tilda's great-uncleis
Gerlof Davidsson, who was a major character in Theorin's first novel, Echoes From the Dead, and she spends
alot of time with him, putting his memories of hislife on Oland down on tape.

But there's more. Asthe Westin family is coping with its grief, the two Serelius brothers and their cohort in
crime Henrik Jansson are busy breaking into vacation homes where the owners are away, stealing valuables
and causing general mayhem. It's not long until their forays escalate and they start breaking into occupied
houses and becoming violent, hopped up on meth before each job. Their activities have been reported to the
police, but it isn't until Gerlof suggests to Tildathat she talk to afew of his old friends that anything really
happens with the case.

These two plotlines, along with Gerlof's oral history of hisfamily and of life on Oland, also combined with
excerpts from a book written by Katrine's mother Mirja Rambe, all weave together into a perfectly-crafted
thriller with adlight hint of gothic thrown into the mix. The sense of place is unbelievably eerie and helpsto
keep the tension and suspense from ebbing at any point in the story. The characters are meticulously and well
constructed, especially in the cases of Katrine and Joakim, whose lives Theorin disclosesin only small bits
and pieces at atime. The pacing of the novel isjust alittle slow to begin with, but when it picks up, thereis
no way anyone can possibly put this book down until it's over.

| have to admit to being put off at first by the hint of the supernatural that figures into the story, but as al
came to be revealed, my worries were put to rest and Theorin didn't let me down. It istough to label The
Darkest Room as simply a mystery or anovel of crimefiction, because it's al'so an examination of loss, grief
and human nature in its most vulnerable and exposed state. And asin his earlier Echoes of the Dead, Theorin
has created a story in which the past has meaning for and acts on the present -- one of my favorite types of
novels. | highly recommend this one and considering | read it in 90+ degree heat with a near equal level of
humidity, it made me shiver throughout. The Darkest Room is ssimply stellar.

Chrissa Vasileiou says

4 a0oTepXIA,av KAl PIAOOTOYONTE?TNKA,UIOC KO 0?1 KAT? 3l V010 OgV 21OV T?00 TPOUOKTIK? TO
BtBA?0,700 LTIOVOO?00V O T?TAOG KAl N TEPZANY? TOU..ATHOO@AIPIK?... UM VO OK Kal T2AL 2UwG
O€ UEPLIK? ONUE?D UNVO0..2Z€ 2 TL AQOP? TO LTEPPUALK?,YIOT? OTO TEPIYPAPK? KOU?TI TOU val,?tav!

OewP? TIWC TEPLOC?TEPO ALT? TO BIBA?0 TO 6?(El TO VNO? 7AAVT,?rouv dladpa AT ETAl TO OT?PU, KAl
n 2010 N Zound?a PE To XEIWMVA TNC.Tpouep? Bo?Pela 1o TEPIB?AAOV OTOV avap@aof?tnta
TOAOVTO?X0 OLYYPUP?0,TIOU KATA@?PVEL VO TIN?0€l Va 181a?tEPOo background yia To at?pu tou(kal
OTHOO@AI PIK ?, TG 2T UE KO THPATIAVW).AV N LTTPBECN EKTUAIOC?TAV K?2TIOU OAAO?,0Y0Upa Ba
PXAVE OPKET?..

TNV 10TOP?0 TNV TEPAUEVO AY0 T10 dUVAT? VA VA £2Ual EIAIKPIV?C.OIKOYVEIO LETAKOU?LEl OTNV



ETIOPX 20, UNT?2p0 TWAETAL EO@VIK?,TRT?P0C LVEL TI?00W ?X0OVTOC VO AVTIUETWIT0El TO TTAV00¢
TOU,TNV AVATPOE? TV TSIV, TA CUVAIGOZUNT? TOU KOl K?Tola avVT?20UaTo TIov (OUV OTOV
axupva 1ou.M?2AAov 8 (OUV,aAA? eu@aV?{oVTal K70 T700,1070¢ T XPIOTOEVWA.TOAA G
OVAWWOTIK?C TPOOOOK 26C,A 1N CUYKPITIK? IKAVOTIO? 01N .EA?X10TEC O GEA?DEC UE AVOPOP? GTO
UTEPQUOIK?,0PKET? dUVAT? N K20 KOl HOVOSIK? OKNV? CUVNVTNCG?C TOU E TA TIPOAVAPEPBNVTA
@EAVT?0UATO OTOV AXLUPVA,OAA? 2X1 QUT? TIOU Ba TEPPUEVE VAC @AV AVPA0YwWY I0TOPIV UE B70N TA
200 £€?x€ dlaf?oel yia 1o PIBA?0,TRIV dlaB?0€l TO 2010 TO BIPA?0.2X1 T?60 dLVAT? ?0TE VO O€ KVEI
VA aVOTPIXI20E1G,APXIK? AT? VOTIKTO PE 200 laB?(EI¢ KAl 0T CUV?XELA OTT? IKAVOTIO?NOn.

Ag B7Aw 0€ KOP?0 TEP?TTWON VO T TG OV 2TAV KAA? ? TG E OTIOYO?TEVOE.ATIA? 2TV ETIAEIQ
A0 BIBA?0 yia K?1010 A?Y0(0TNV TPOKEIPAN, VO va dlaB?0€1¢ YA @aVT?20UaTa)KOl TEAIK? Al B?LENGQ
yia 100 T Ta,a1t? 1o oTIo 20 Ta 10 WAV0 avTIoToIX0V O QaVT?20UATA,E K2TWC T700
A??72y0,0TIOYONTE?E0AL.EV QL 00 va GTIP?XVOUV GUV2XEIN TIPOC TO L?7P0C 00U TO KOUT? HE TN
MePTA,AAA? TTVTA TNV TEAEUTA?A OTIYU? GTO T ?PVOUV TI?0W! To BIBA?0 UT? €AVAI WPAI2TATO,TO
CUOTAW AVETEPZAAKTO,AAA? NV TEPIMAETE OL QAV TOU TP?UOL VO IKAVOTINBE?TE 1777700
TOA?..I1a?(€l EVTOV2TATO TO OCTUVOLIK? OTOIXE?0.APUOVIK? TAEYULAVOC 0 GUVOLACW?C TOU,0AAN?
OTOOQ?TIOTE X1 N ATH?0(QA1 PO TIOL B0 TEPUEVE KAVE?C OT? VA BIA?0 TIOLU TAACAP?LETAL WG
TP?HOU.

AT? TNV 2AAN,0 TPUOC ?XEl TIOAA? ETTATEDN KAl TIOAAO? 200¢ TPOTIHOV TNV AVETIH ?200NTN XPOL1? TOL
TP?HOU,TOV "7PEUO",TOV "T?2p0 TO VI?00 TO TOUTI A OAA? U2Xpt eke?." OK,1?tE €101K? Ba TO
AATPAPETE.. 2ANWOTE, TEP? OP2EEWC,E PPETE TI ANVE.. ;)

Graham says

Theorin has captured the bleak and frozen winters of Olan, an island off the coast of Sweden, not only in his
descriptions, which blend seamlessly into the story, but also in the content of the narrative. The darkness and
oppressiveness of the plot are enhanced by his descriptions of the setting. Add to this his skill at weaving a
plot that defies prediction, as well as multiple clever twists, and you have a highly entertaining novel which
has you gasping and even laughing at hiswriting skill. Looking for riveting reading? Read Theorin. A
mystery, thriller, family saga and testimonial to an otherwise unknown part of the world. Can't wait to read
book 3 and 4 of his Oland quartet. | hope they are available in the English trandation. Otherwise | may have
to learn Swedish, German or Spanish.

Nikoleta says

Agv g2u01 W?0TNC TOU OUYKEKPIMAV0U €200V AOYOTEXV 201G AAA? " TO T1O OKOTEIV? dWU?TIO" POV
?peae T?pa TOA?. TKP?(0 ATU?0@AIPA € OKOTEIV? ATIUEPO TOTI?0, HE YNA? K2UOTd, X1 KAl d
TOA? TIOAL? GTOLXELWUVO OPXOVTIK?! YTI?pOX0 20110 TOU HETO@UOIKO? OTOIXE?0U LIE TO
OOTUVOUIK?. KOl QUOIK? EKTANKTIK? 1 a@ynon yia ?Aa ta ot?dida TnN¢ 6AAPng Kal Tou Bpvou Tou
?pwa, 0gv ?2tav dLVAT VA NV CUUTI?OXEIC AK?UA K 2TV TO JUAA? TOU TA ?XAVE.

Tim Pendry says



A nordic noir thriller with an occult twist. The standard issue mildly troubled female police officer, the
forbidding climate, small town relationships, dour males, family dysfunctionality, ahint of folk religion, it is
all there but, thistime, ghosts appear and are accepted asreal.

It passes the time but it is not particularly memorable. There is some solid writing but the plot is far-fetched,
people dl arrive in the same place coincidentally, the evidential base for the final accusation is weak and
some things are not explained that should be explained.

Thisis a shame because Theorin is actually quite good at characterisation and atmosphere but is this
supposed to be a crime thriller? ... or isit supposed to be aghost story? ... or isit supposed to be 'art'? In the
end, it falls between al these stools.

Clumsy Storyteller says

"Thedead came up out of the bog.. lots of them, clawing at me, ripping and tearing... they were cold,
so cold. They wanted my warmth."

This book turned out better than i expected. | was about to DNF it because of the slow as hell start but i
continued reading it. And it was totally worth it. It's written in third person. It follows three characters:
Henrik jansson (the theif), Tilda davidsson: a police officer, Joakim westin a father of afamily. The westin
family moved into this big haunted house, and then strange things start to happen. Also the book contains
«notes or passages from katrine's mother (Mirja Rambe) diaries».

i went into this thinking it's paranormal/mystery murder. But it wasn't heavy on the Paranormal stuff. it
focused on the burglars, and the everyday life of Joakim and Tilda, and some ghost stories from Gerlof. We
start seeing some actions and paranormal activities about 350 pages into this book.

The ending was so terrifying, i got abit anxious, | realised | was holding my breath with anticipation.

i highly recommened.




