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Patrick says

The first story was Dread. | quite liked this one. It begins with a student and teacher, Quaid and Cheryl,
discussing emotions like fear and dread. When Cheryl says she can’t feel fear, Quaid manages to prove her
wrong. This part is shown as Quaid’s guest, Steve, is browsing through Quaid’ s collection of photographs. In
this part of the story, Quaid recollects how he imprisoned Cheryl with only a piece of steak to eat. (She'sa
vegetarian.) The way Clive Barker describesthisis very effective. Hiswriting is very straightforward in
order to paint shocking images of awoman being driven insane by her tormentor. He manages to dive into
the psyche of each individual character, showing their thoughts and progresses the descent into insanity. For
example, take this terrifying excerpt: “But nobody came to interrupt him, as he made friends with the axe.
First he smiled at it. The curve of the blade of the axe smiled back. Then he touched it. The axe seemed to
like being touched.” Barker’s use of point-of-view and personification is very effective and very well done.

Hell’s Event isamildly interesting story about Hell trying to claim new victims during some sort of big race.
It packs some good suspense when Cameron accidently finds a passageway and begins his decent into Hell,
Dante’ sinterpretation. The minions of Hell also try to chase down another person named Joel and attempt to
claim him aswell. Like I’ ve said before, there are some minor scares, but | felt like this story had much more
potential than that which was given.

Jacqueline Ess. Her Will and Testament reminded me alot of Carrie. It involves a girl who discovers her
frightening power akin to that of telekinesis. With this power, she kills many people who she feels have
wronged her. There are three moments when the story shifts to a man named Vassi, who, for somereason, is
madly in love with Jacqueline. So madly in love, it would be as understatement not to call it obsession.
While | felt this story was a bit too long-winded for its own good, | was entertained by it. The ending was
somewhat of atwist, but it certainly wasn't anything too shocking, unlike In the Hills, the Cities.

The Skins of the Fathers starts of f to an exciting start. Davidson gets attacked by some sort of creature.
However, | felt like | didn't need to read detail s about how Davidson soiled his pants out of fear or that then
creature’ s genitals were erect. Gross. There' s even a part later in the story where he gets an erection while
being consumed by the ground. Really Barker? | think you’ re taking this way too far. Anyways, the story
involves the town curiously named Welcome being attacked by demons. | felt it hard to keep my attention by
this point. There were several characterstrying to fight off monsters and this story certainly seemed less
unique or engaging compared to the first novel.

New Murdersin the Rue Morgue is avery bizarre story, which shouldn’t be too surprising, considering the
abnormality of the previous tales. This oneinvolves a man hamed Philippe who murdered an innocent young
girl. However, there is amysterious man (Isit really aman?) found in his apartment. This story read very
quickly, but like previoustales, didn't feel wholly captivating. Out of all the previous stories, thisoneis
quite reminiscent of Pig Blood Bluesin that it has a mystery involving a creature and an ending that feels
very familiar. | give this story commendation for not being as long-winded as some of the others, but it still
feels lacking of the necessary hook or scare that the first book had.

Another major complaint | had about this book was the misogyny. How often does the reader have to read
about awoman being called awhore? (Perhaps it’s just me overreacting but) Clive Barker really seemsto
enjoy objectifying women? The reader is oftentimes subjected to read about the woman’ s breasts or long
passages about sex. (Geez Clive, getting a bit too excited there?) At this moment, | find it hard to recall just



how many times I’ ve read the word “whore,” but it’s just about everywhere here. The passages about sex and
body parts are sometimes just disturbing, particularly in the last story.

Allin all, the first book was a strong collection of short horror stories, including some of the most interesting
ones|’veread. (Keep in mind, | haven't read much, but | certainly recommend Douglas Clegg.) This novel
was decent, but certainly not as good. The best story in thiswould definetly be Dread, since it was the only
one that was suspenseful, disturbing and throughoughly entertaining throughout. However, thisinstallment
failed to keep up with the first.

Erin ? *Proud Book Hoarder* says

A mixed bag of short stories - not as good as the first volume, but most of the stories were still impressive.

Unfortunately the first short story, Dread, wasn't too my liking. Strange since | usually love the book of
blood stories, but it was weird and just kind of pointless. A man obsessed with fear trialstakes it too far to
make his paint.

Hell's Event was my favorite of the group. A charity race held every hundred years where the contest
winnings could literally mean the end of the world as Hell unleashes its fury - but all the contestants don't
know that. Some of the key players have it rigged to turn out demented, of course, but the main character isa
diverse individual who comes across fresh and well-rounded. It's dark and demented and twisted but
awesome and well-written to boot.

Jacqueline Ess was an interesting take on a woman who comes into her own power and then takesit to a
demented level. Told with multiple shifts from a man who became obsessed with a woman he shouldn't and
the woman herself. Filled with blood-drenched sexual scenes and bizarre twists on atraditional love story,
the ending is a disturbing twist that imprints on the mind.

The Skins of the Father s started alittle slow and hard to get into but ultimately was satisfying. Creatures
have come out to attack but there is not a horrible and monstrous backstory with them, but with humans
instead. It became fascinating and of course sad.

New Murdersin the Rue Morgue may pay homage to the original story and involves a primate, but it didn't
hold my interest as much as some of the others. Still well-done and imaginative enough.

Evenif the first was a bit better, Clive Barker just rocks with short fiction and all the Books of Blood
installment are recommended.
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Mike says

Dread***

Hell's Event**

Jacqueline Ess****

The Skins of the Fathers****



New Murdersin the Rue Morgue***

Bark says

Dread
| read Dread ages ago in its graphic art format and really can’t remember much about it besides the fact that
it made my skin crawl alittle.

Stephen Grace is a university student who catches the eye of ateacher named Quaid. Stephen is afraid of
public speaking but Quaid instructs him not only to give voice to his fears but to analyze them. Quaid is
fascinated with dread in all its facets and revelsin learning more about it.

| have to admit this short story took some work getting into. Seven tries to be exact. It didn’t hook me right
away and was a bit boring and dry. Stephen meets Quaid in alocal bar and they have areally tedious
conversation about the “beast” of philosophy and how the school doesn’t really teach it, eventually leading
into a discussion about dread. This begins their tenuous friendship. After some checking around, Stephen
learns that strangely enough no one on campus knows much at al about Quaid. When a bright beautiful
student named Cheryl begins spending time with Quaid, Stephenisinitially jealous because she’' s hogging so
much of histime. Before long Stephen realizes Quaid is only interested in Cheryl because sheis avegetarian
who fears meat. And you just know thisisn’t going to end well . . .

Quaid, you see, has been “experimenting” with all facets of dread, trying to learn all he can to expand his
intelligentia. Before Stephen realizes what is going on with the not-so-sane Quaid, he has already exposed
hisfearsto him. But things don’t end quite as Quaid expects as he experiences the ultimate lesson in dread.

Though this story was aslow starter once it got moving it didn’t let up. Barker usually does an amazing job
building dread so this story suits histalent well. It's a slow build but once you can get through the first few
dull pages you get a decent payoff.

Hell’s Event
Hell’s come up to visit the streets of London in order to gather up some souls. Hell enjoys a good wager and
intends to win abig race but a nosy competitor catches on to his plan.

This story mostly bored me. There was alot of talk about racing and winning, blah, blah, freaking blah.
Finaly, things take aturn for the creepy midway through when the runners realize they’ re running for more
than a prize, they're running for their livesand . . . democracy!

Though things finally picked up overal | didn’t care much for this story.

Jacqueline Ess. Her Will and Testament

Jacqueline’ s life is one boring day followed by another. She can’'t take it anymore and decides to put an end
to her misery but failsin the attempt and is brought back from the brink of death with agrisly talent and a

new lust for life. It's horribly humorous.

Then we switch gears and read Oliver Vassi's testimony where he explains how he first met Jacqueline and
was instantly under her spell. Enamored by her but knowing she's been lying to him he starts to snoop into



her past and gets a small taste of her power and then wants more . . . Foolish man.

Thiswas agreat story; so far my favorite possibly because of the twisted love story and creative goriness
Barker delightsin as he details his dark tale of lust, power and love.

The Skins of the Fathers

When Davidson’s Mustang breaks down on the side of the highway in the desert he immediately hearsa
song and thinks he sees aline of dancers. So the fool getsit into his head to chase them down, hollering like
anidiot. A few actually stop, only to reveal themselves as monsters. He poops his panties and attempts to
flee and the beast reduces his beautiful car to pieces of shredded metal and skedaddles in a glorious burst of
flames. After this weird encounter Davidson is picked up, stinky pants and all, by another driver. He got off
easy but he’ stoo dumb to leave town.

“ Once every generation or so, the desert spat out its demons and let them loose awhile.”

Thisiswhat cocky sheriff Packard’s dad told him as ayoung ‘un but he never believed that crap until the
gooey remains of a Bar-B-Q’d demon show up in histown. Nasty fun and gore ensue but then the true horror
begins when Barker introduces a wife beating, child abusing man. And when the reason he’ s so damn mean
isrevealed, well, I'll just say that the monsters have something to do with it.

A hick sheriff, small minded red-necks and some silly women fill out the story and there wasn’t a likable one
in the whole lot. The “demons’, determined to fix a cataclysmic error made eons ago, may be the only decent
characters here but they’re not all that bright either.

| liked the idea behind this story but in the end some of the actions of the monsters just didn’t make awhole
lot of sense.

New Murder in the Rue Morgue

Lewisreturnsto Paris at the request of life long friend Catherine. Their old friend Philip, arandy old coot
who at 69 years of ageis still going at it with beautiful 19 year olds, is accused of brutally murdering his
latest lovely young thing. Philip has no interest in being saved and only wants to die but Catherine begs
Lewisto stay, to investigate. So investigate he does and what he uncoversis downright bizarre and if | say
anything else I’ [l no doubt ruin the story for you.

Thisonewasweird and that’s al I’m saying.

Robjr73 says

| loved Books of Blood volume 1 and loved this one even more. All five stories are 4.5 to 5 star quality. My
only experience with Barker are these first two Books of Blood and I'm blown away with how this guy
writes. Dare | say that this guy might be up there with the likes of King himself?

Highly recommend these Books of Blood for those (like me) who are new to this author.



Edward Lorn says

"Dread" - Four stars. | think the story beginsto flag after the vegetarian scene, but it's still adisturbing ride.
"Hell's Event" Four stars. A little too political for my liking, but you gotta love Barker's imagination.
"Jacqueline Ess. Her Will and Testament” Five stars. Brutal and nasty and sexy and fucking weird.

"The Skins of the Fathers' Five stars. Monster sex. Wicked stuff, yo.

"New Murdersin the Rue Morgue" Two stars. It was okay. Probably my least favorite Barker story until |
find one that's worse.

In summation: Nifty little collection, but | think | liked the first volume more. This one ended on a shitty
note, in my opinion.

Final Judgment: Highs and lows.

Jarek "the Mistborn" D?browski says

The second book of blood was just as good as the first one for me. | think there was more gory stuff in this
one though. Any way there are 5 storiesi liked them all soi give this 5 stars:) Underneath all the sick bloody
stuff there are some serious themesin these stories. | like that. The skins of the fathers was the most
gruesomei think:D | will be reading vol 3 for sure

Dreadlocksmile says

Back in 1984, Clive Barker made his name within the deeply competitive world of horror with the
publication of the first three volumes of the macabre short stories "The Books Of Blood'. Written in his spare
time, he admits that he was not expecting them to sell really at al, let alone predict the public response that
followed. The release exploded within the horror literature genre, hailing Barker as an exciting and
imaginative new comer. Stephen King, already known as a master in the genre, went as far as to pronounce
Cliveto be "the future of horror". The books won both the British and World Fantasy Awards, as the public
lapped up the gore soaked pages. After thisinitial success, Barker followed with afinal three volumes,
creating a collective masterpiece of horror. His two omnibus's were later to be broken down, to be sold as
individual books. Barker was invited to be able to illustrate these covers, with his dark and twisted artwork.

This volume is the second in the series of six that were released in their individual forms back in 1985. This
volume contains the following short stories:

Dread - 34 pages
"One man's obsession with fear drives his victims one step beyond sanity, to unspeakable slaughter”. A nasty
little opening story for this second volume. Here we have atale of fear and desperation, as the story revolves



around the psychological state of its principal characters. The short is well-written, forming avivid scenario
of utter fear and dread as the horrors mount to a dramatic conclusion. The story was later adapted by Fred
Burke in 1992 into the Eclipse Books graphic novel 'Dread' where it wasillustrated by Dan Brerton.

Hell's Event - 23 pages

"Theraceison. And the Devil will take the hindmost". A gripping and enjoyable story that keeps you
entertained throughout. The pace never slows down as you race through this fiendishly dark and twisted
storyline. The story was later adapted in 1990 into the graphic novel "Tapping The Vein - Book 4' where it
was illustrated by Steven E. Johnson, Alan Okamoto and Jim Perason.

Jacqueline Ess: Her Will And Testament - 33 pages

"A story of sex and power, and the bloodbath that awaits us at the limits of desire”. This story holds alittle
glimpse of the Barker that will unfold in the later years, with his outstanding imagination for redefining the
properties of the flesh. Thisis an erotic story that decays into something bizarre and twisted as Barker delves
deeper into hisimagination. One of my personal favourites.

The Skins Of The Fathers - 32 pages

"Once, they had fattened a human child, these monsters from beneath the desert. Now they want him back".
This short is packed with suspension and mystery as we are carefully taken on a haunting trip into this dark
offering of horror. The storyline spirals to a dramatic ending with eerie reminders of ideas used within 'Lord
Of Illusions and maybe even 'Cabal’ / 'Nightbreed'. A gripping and enjoyable read. The story was later
adapted in 1989 into the graphic novel "Tapping The Vein - Book 2' where it was illustrated by Klaus Janson.

New Murders In The Rue Morgue - 27 pages

"History is about to repeat itself in Poe's notorious street, as old horrors return to shed new blood". Centred
around the principal ideathat Edgar Allan Poe's classic story The Murdersin the Rue Morgueis actually the
work of fact not fiction. Thisweird and horrific story, sets out a mysterious and compelling storyline as we
are treated to some classic Barker horror. The story was later adapted by Steve Nilesin 1993 into the Eclipse
Books graphic novel 'The Life Of Death' where it was illustrated by Hector Gomez.

Allin all, volume two is a thoroughly enjoyable and darkly bizarre read that will entertain anyone into the
world of horror or fantasy. Running for atotal of 150 pages, it's a book that you'll find yourself returning to
time and time again.

Stephen says

From the opening dlice of his second viscera-dripping Book 0’ Blood, Clive Barker carvesinto the mind of
thereader an apt description of the primary theme explored in this collection:

Thereis no delight the equal of dread. If it were possible to sit, invisible, between two people
on any train, in any waiting room or office, the conversation overheard would time and again
circle on that subject. Certainly the debate might appear to be about something entirely
different; the state of the nation, idle chat about death on the roads, the rising price of dental
care; but strip away the metaphor, the innuendo, and there, nestling at the heart of the
discourse is dread. While the nature of God and the possibility of eternal life go undiscussed,
we happily chew over the minutia of misery. The syndrome recognizes no boundaries; in bath-
house and seminar room alike, the same ritual is repeated. With the inevitability of a tongue
returning to probe a painful tooth, we come back and back and back again to our fears, sitting



to talk them over with the eagerness of a hungry man before a full and steaming plate.

For all of Barker's attachment to prose detailing the reduction of the human form into bloody chunks of offal,
and his fondness for the loss of bowel control, both of which are most assuredly on display here, the man
clearly can write and his stories are generally both imaginative and evocative.

Thefive storiesin this collection range from most excellent to mostly okay, with the magjority trending
toward the positive side of good to very good. Barker’s mastery of descriptive atrocity are fully unleashed
and his prose conjuressomeV...1...V...l...D imagesin the mind s visual display. This brings meto my
personal dividing line between Clive Barker at his best and Clive Barker at his M EHest. When Barker’s
talent for obscene imagery is added as spice to garnish an already terrific story exploring inside the darker
cracks of the human psyche, we get a classic Barker banquet of BAM!!. On the other hand, when the
literaGORE isincluded to add meat to a story that is otherwise mostly bones and gristle, than we are usually
left with some titillating, shock momentsin an otherwise forgettable tale.

For the most part, Barker cooks up the former. Here's the menu:

DREAD: My favorite story of this group and the only one that | would give the full 5 stars. College student
Stephen Grace meets comes under the spell of the mysterious Quaid and his philosophical fascination with,
you guessed it...dread. What people fear, why people fear and how people react and deal with their fear is
the center of Quaid’sworldview. Y ou can begin to imagine where this one might lead and | will leave it off
there except to say that | thought the last 10 pages were superb and completely unexpected based on the
stories beginning. How’ s that for a plot tease? 5.0 stars.

Hell’s Event: A decent, but very forgettable piece about a“once a century” contest between the denizens of
Hell and unwitting champions of humanity. If Hell wins, Armageddon follows. If mankind wins, another 100
years of the pain and misery that is normal human existence. Eh...six of one, half adozen of the other. 2.5
stars.

Jacqueline Ess: Her Will and Testament: Thisisclassic Clive Barker. While | didn’t like this quite as
much as the first story, this oneis tremendously creative and contains some of Barker's best descriptive work
in the entire collection. An unhappy woman triesto kill herself and awakes from her botched suicide attempt
with extraordinary powers that she puts to gorrifically grisly use. Barker spins atrocities with the best of
them, but what really setsthis (and all of his better stories) apart is hisinterpid evaluation of humanity's
darker aspects and his willingness to take chances. The story works on multiple levels. 4.5t0 5.0 stars.

The Skins of the Fathers: A small town of and their battle with monsters that exhibit far more humanity
that the human residents. This could have been fantastic as Barker unleashes some amazingly bizarre
imagery onto the narrative. Unfortunately, the story doesn’t quite gel and we are left with more of an artsy
monster movie that was enjoyable but felt somehow like it missed the high water mark. 3.0 stars.

New Murdersin the Rue Morgue: Easily the strangest piece in this collection. Barker takes the original
Edgar Allen Poe story, The Murders in the Rue Morgue and creates a sequel, an homage and a re-imagining
all in one. It is ambitious and mostly effective and if | had been more familiar with the original Poe story |
might have appreciated it more. Asitis, | liked it but didn’t loveit. 3.5 stars.

Overall, not quite as good as the first Books of Blood and just short of 4 stars. A strong 3.5 starsand one |
recommend to fans of horror short fiction.



Brandon Petry says

Thisis my second reading (asfar as| can remember) of Clive Barker's Books of Blood: Volumes One to
Three since high school when they blew my mind apart. My interest to re-read these stories came earlier this
summer when | re-read "" Jacqueline Ess: Her Will And Testament” as reprinted in the excellent collection
Behold! Oddities, Curiosities and Undefinable Wonders edited by Doug Murano.

In 2014 it was announced that Game of Thrones actress Lena Headey was set to star in the movie version of
Jacqueline Ess, though IMDB il lists the project asin development (as of Oct 2017).

In volume 2, like the previous volume, some stories really worked for me and others were fell into the good
not great category. On this re-read the stories that absolutely destroyed me (in a good way) were the last
three:

"Jacqueline Ess: Her Will And Testament”
" The Skins of the Fathers"
"New Murdersin the Rue Morgue’

Well worth re-reading and if you've never read any of the Books of Blood: Volumes Oneto Three | suggest
fixing that immediately.

Bill Kerwin says

Thisis awell-written and well-constructed book of stories, but already—in his second book of horror
fiction—Clive Barker shows evidence of decline.

Thefirst “Book of Blood” was obsessed with the fleshiness of mortality, entwined in the corporeal roots of
fear. This singlemindedness gave the work a classic quality: it was the work of a man eager to eviscerate a
multitude, in aquest either to reclaim some lost refinement or to obliterate his sensibilities atogether. This
much was clear: his passion was genuine, his purpose serious.

| do not find this to be true with this second book. Barker seems to have amost exorcised his old obsessions,
and now isidly toying with them, exploiting them. His greatest achievements now derive from parody, or the
amost-parody of the barogue.

Thefirst two of the fivetales, “Dread” and “Hell’s Race’, are the least successful. Thefirst is arather
conventional tale of “Rm. 101" torture (in this case, fears of meat, fears of deafness), and the second is just
what itstitle promise: arather dumb tale of Hell’ s annual race against humans, with Earth as the usual prize.
Thethird story, “ Jacqueline Esse: Her Will and Testament” (my favorite) is memorable for the way it



heightens Barker’ s concerns (sexuality, pain and desire, the limits of body) into parody. (Jacqueline's
superpower isthe ability to alter men’s bodies into fantastic—and fatal—shapes. Barker’ s descriptions of
these metamorphoses are detailed, and will not soon leave the reader’ s mind.) Almost as good is “ The Skins
of the Fathers’, astory that begins like a drive-in movie with a motorist stranded, out of gas, on the desert,
who sees something strange in the distance, shambling across the road. (Here again, it is Barker’ s detailed
description of these odd creatures that sticks in the memory). Although not quite up to the level of the two
previous stories, the “New Murders in the Rue Morque’ is an homage that treats aliterary classic with
respect and puts a distinctive spin on the identity and motivations of the murderer.

Y es, Book of Blood | was better, but, if you can keep from being disappointed, you will find much in this
book of horror tales to delight you. Even when heis not at his best, Clive Barker is very good indeed.

Paul Nelson says

Volume 2 of Clive Barkers Books of Blood contains 5 positively delectable tales of terror starting with
Dread, Quaid is a man who experiments with fear. He picks histest subject and forces them to realise their
ultimate horror and how long it takesto get there but his own dread can't stay hidden forever.

Hell's Event is a charity race held in London every hundred years, arace between Hell and mankind, the
winner to rule the earth. Equal doses of Hell's representatives and the unwitting ideal of man, one side
desperate to win the other not a clue to the importance of the result. Some do however and confidence breeds
contempt, it’s not just about the race however, there are some wickedly compelling characters on the
periphery.

Jacqueline Ess: Her Will and Testament was probably my favourite story, awoman failsin a suicide attempt
and as aresult finds she has abilities worthy of nightmares. Sex, dismemberment and much worse, this
woman's story is totally gripping. Disturbing horror with a dice of love that takes some searching for but
resultsin an unlikely happyish ending. This was a cracking story amidst the scattered body parts.

The Skins of the Fathers sees Davidson witness a procession of monsters when his car breaks down. Y ears
past saw these creatures mate with awoman from the local town and they've come back to claim the child.
Easier said than done in the Arizona desert.

New Murdersin the Rue Morgue is a strange tale of an experiment with a primate. Lewisis called to Paris
when afriend is arrested for murder, his investigation reveals something astonishing and something his

friend can't face.

Second volume done and I'm seriously getting into Clive Barkers twisted rhetoric and general fiendishness.

Also posted at http://paulnel son.booklikes.com/post/...




Jim says

On the whole, | enjoyed this follow-up collection...just atiny bit less than the first one. The two standout
stories of the five for me were 'Dread,' for its ability to unsettle and disturb, and "The Skins of the Fathers,'
for the cinematic visuals and pacing. On to book 3.

?lrena? says

35
One of the interesting things about this selection of storiesisthat | found myself rooting for a homicidal
clown (or aclownish character to be precise), afemale seria killer and demons.

Dread
| prefer supernatural horror to the realistic human monsters. Dread features areal life possibility, a man who
in his quest to beat his fears became an unfeeling monster.

Hell's Event
Every hundred years a race takes place in London. Only few know about it. This year a young successful
runner will have to give his best to beat the odds.

Jacqueline Ess. Her Will And Testament

It starts with awoman trying to commit suicide. Her husband getsto her in time. Thisisthe turning point in
Jacqueline Ess'slife. Thanksto her pain, loneliness, general misogyny and other peopl€e's betrayal s she gets a
strange power over flesh. Literally. This disturbing story even has a very satisfying happy ending. It is even
romantic.

The Skins of the Fathers
Man is created by beings he drove underground when he became too strong. This time there will be another
violent encounter between the two species. Humans do not look good in this story.

New Murdersin the Rue Morgue
A creepy, weirder and much more disturbing than Poe's story. An old man getsacry for help from afriend in
Paris. Her brother, who is over sixty, has been accused of murder of his nineteen year old lover.

Anthony Vacca says

The second Books of Blood is alot less accomplished than its preceding cycle of short stories. While those
were the work of an imagination unhinged, though with purpose, these are less realized--and as aresult less
successful--flights of dark fancy that only offer thrills at a surface level. Sure, there are impossible
transformations of the flesh, otherworldly beings with inscrutable desires, and the blurring of pain and
pleasure as two separate emotions; but here these feel more perfunctory rather than exploratory. Though a
sophomoric work, each of these stories are written in a brisk style that clips along even if what's left behind
is often amess. Y et who can complain too much about a starved vegetarian tormented with rotting meat, a
face-slurping demon participating in a charity race, afemme fatale who brings new meaning to body
dysmorphia, amonster gang bang that is both consensual and tender, and a sexed-up retelling of Poe's



"Murdersin the Rue Morgue'?

Nathan says

My favorite from this volume was probably The Skins of the Fathers.

Gorgona Grim says

Druga"Knjigakrvi" donosi nam pet novih pri?akoje obiluju vrlo preciznim i do ngjsitnijih detalja opisanim
grozotama - saka?enja, raspolu?ene glave, izlomljene kosti, psihi?katorturai mnogo ?ega drugog. Barker na
odli?an na?in hvata svog 7itaocai on, bez obzira na pro?tano, uvek trazi jos.

Najja? utisak namene je ostavila pri7a"Nova ubistva u ulici Morg" zbog toga $to je nagjve? horor za mene
?2ovekova spremnost daidei grabi dalje, sve do potpunog ludilai na tetu svih u njegovom okruzenju. Ni
druge pri?e ne zaostaju puno Sto se utiskati?e, ali ovog puta sam imalafavorita. Sli?natemaje provu?enai
kroz pri?u "Koze o?eva’, ai namene nije ostavilatoliko jak utisak.

Sr3yas says

Do you know what | like about Clive Barker's stories? It isthe sheer verity of the macabre filled tales he
presents for us. If | am sitting down with a Clive Barker story, | know | will be reading something new!

Same appliesto this collection. There are five creepy tales, varying from psychological horror to
supernatural horror, from hell sponsored races to superhuman femme fatale, and from monsters that created
men to monsters that men create.

The collection opens with adreadful tale called..uh.. " Dread" . It'sarather disturbing psychological tale
where aguy isusing hisfriends as guinea pigsin his psychological experiments. | thought the first half was
excellent, but last act's writing was a bit incoherent which is understandable as it reflects the situation.

The second story, Hell's Event have arealy cool ending. seriously, Y ou got to read this one.

Thethird story, Jacqueline Ess. Her Will and Testament isloaded with powerplay, sex and ultimate
control. It'saredlly fun read with an unpredictable last act. Oh, wait! That's another thing | love about these
stories. They are unpredictable for most of the part and they are no cliches!

The Skins of the Fathers is another story with solid ending. | loved the image that Barker painted at the
very end. The story got monsters, shocking revelations, gunplay and wicked characters.



And lastly, New Murdersin the Rue Morgue! Y es, the same Rue Morgue created by Poe. Thisfelt rather
out of place in the beginning but quickly became sinister as the story progressed. The finale of the story was
rather ironic, and | liked it. But thisis probably the weakest of the lot.

Overall, Braker's second Book of Blood is amost as good as the first Book of Blood, | especialy liked Hell's
event and Skins of the father.




