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STAT: Standing Tall And Talented-- A slam-dunk new fiction series from NBA superstar Amar'e
Stoudemire!

Eleven-year-old Amar'e Stoudemire has a lot going on. He loves to go skateboarding in the park. He takes
his school work very seriously. He helps out with his dad's landscaping company. And he likes to play
basketball with his best friends-but just for fun.
When a group of older kids start disrespecting his boys on their neighborhood basketball court, there is only
one solution. Amar'e must step in and use his athletic ability and intelligence to save the day. This experience
leads Amar'e to realize that basketball is his true passion.
Based on the life of All-Star NBA sensation Amar'e Stoudemire, who overcame many obstacles to become
one of the most popular figures in sports today.

Amar'e is just as versatile in his off the court life as he is on. He is devoted to several charities. He promotes
literacy and education. He is a media darling. And he has an amazing story to tell in this heartfelt, accessible
middle-grade series.
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From Reader Review Home Court for online ebook

Kristine Hansen says

I really liked this story, first because it really is a coming of age thing, where Amar'e is on the cusp of
figuring out who he is and what he's about. He acknowledges that he has a lot of interests, and that those
interests, and his ability to carry them out, are changing as he grows older. Things change then, when some
bullies take over his basketball court, forcing him to change and decide once and for all who he wants to be.

I really liked the characters of this book, they felt very genuine and real. The situation is handled without
platitudes, and with a lot of truth and honesty. And the problems of the grownups really do stay the problems
of the grownups while the problems then of the kids is likewise left to them to handle.

This is a real story, and one I really got into, even if I wasn't the intended reader. I'd really like to read more
of these books.

Carter Sievers says

This book is ver good. I recommend this book to people who like basketball. Also if you need some reasons
to stand up for yourself.

Justin Laluzerne says

STAT is about an eleven year old boy that lives in a rough part of town with his father and brother. Amar'e is
a very studious child on the "A" honor roll at school, with many interests and hobbies, mainly sports related.
His father's nickname for him is STAT, standing tall and talented. Amar'e helps his father on the weekend in
his lawn care business and works hard at everything he does. Life for him is going good, until a group of
boys start moving in on the basketball court Amar'e and his friends play at. Amar'e and his friends would
have been happy to share the court with them, but these boys were older and they did not want to share.
Amar'e and his friends Deuce, Roger and Mike play basketball on a regular basis, but one day they show up
at the court and try to play with the new boys. The boys don't want to have anything to do with them and
they certainly don't want to play basketball with younger boys. When the new boys shut them out of playing,
he does something else. Deuce, Roger and Mike continue to try and play with the older boys. When Amar'e
is gone the older boys relent and play three on three with them. The older boys act like bullies, calling them
names, playing dirty, mean ball fouling them by pushing and shoving. Amar'e finds out about the game and
how it went down, the next day, and is really irritated that the boys decided to play after he left. Amar'e is the
tallest of the four boys and he figured that the older boys thought they had a better shot of winning without
Amar'e. He wants their home court back and he also wants to put the bullies in their place. I think this book
is bad because if it were real, then Amar'e would have been shot for standing up to the older boys in the
hood. I would suggest this book to the kids that are growing up in bad neighborhoods. Get a group of friends
and do something good.



Teresa Scherping Moulton says

Amar'e likes basketball well enough, but there are so many other things he enjoys - like skateboarding,
baseball, and helping his dad with his lawn care company - that he doesn't always join his friends on the
court to play hoops. When sign-ups for a basketball tournament go up, Amar'e is pretty sure he doesn't have
time for it with all his other hobbies plus trying to stay on the honor roll. But when their neighborhood court
is threatened by mean older kids, Amar'e can't leave his friends hanging. Amar'e suggests a wager: one game
of 3-on-3 to decide who gets to use the basketball court, loser walks away forever. It's a tough gamble, but
Amar'e knows that if he can live up to the nickname his dad gave him (STAT: Standing Tall and Talented),
he can accomplish almost anything.

I enjoyed this more than I thought I would. The writing is kid-friendly and yet kind of clever. I also liked that
the plot revolves around a conflict that is believable and yet dramatic and important from a kid's perspective.
I'm not sure to what extent Amar'e the character is based on the author when he was younger, but he
definitely appears to be a well-rounded, admirable, and realistic kid.

I would recommend this book to kids in grades 3-6 and possibly older kids who are reluctant readers. Any
fans of basketball will enjoy this, as well as fans of realistic fiction and humor. Readlikes for this book might
include one of the basketball books by Jake Maddox or Dog Days by Karen English, for younger readers, or
Sasquatch in the Paint by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar or The Crossover: A Basketball Novel by Kwame
Alexander, for slightly older readers.

Mary says

I love that a big time baller, Amar'e Stoudemire, took the time to write a book with a positive outlook toward
hard work, education and problem solving. Plus, it was a fun read.

Kylie Combs says

As someone who isn’t a super huge fan of sports, I can honestly say I really liked this! Super cute, super
wholesome, and a great message. Everything was easy to follow and not just about sports. Really glad we
have it in the school’s library!

Courtney says

Stat is really good at basketball so pretty much everyday he plays with his friends Deuce and Mike at their
basketball court, that is until its overrun by three teenagers who play dirty. Stat makes a deal. If him and his
friends win then they get the court but if they lose they can never come back.

Raina says



First of all, the cover is a mis-sell. The buildings in the background of the cover illustration make it look like
the story is set somewhere urban. This story is actually set in Lake Wales, FL - a city with a population of
around 12,000 served by 12 schools (half of which are charter schools, btw) - if the internet is to be believed.

Second, it's marketed as the brain child of Amar'e Stoudemire (NBA All-Star), but is likely ghost-written by
Michael Northrop, who I generally like. The writing isn't always brilliant, and the moralizing is very smack-
you-on-the-head.

But I like the moralizing so much. This kid has fantastic intentions, strong relationships with both his dad
and his older brother ([My brother and I] "were living with Dad right now. We split time between Florida
with Dad and New York with my mom. I liked it here... but I was also looking forward to visiting Mom and
my half brother up there in a few weeks." - mom's doesn't come on screen in this story, but might in future
books in the series?), and wide-ranging interests (skateboarding, basketball, history...). He works for his
dad's landscaping business on the weekends and has a diverse group of friends. There's a lot of basketball
lingo (large chunks of the book describe basketball games play by play), and the whole thing wraps up with
the character drawing a connection between what he's gone through in this book and the significance of
Martin Luther King Jr. in his life.

Gah. Yes. More books like this for this age group, please.

My library's hosting the Book-It Repertory Theatre production of this book over Spring Break 2015.

Seth says

I think this book is very good in my opinion because it tells a part of Amare’s childhood and him growing up
together with his friends going through lots of hardships. It shows that anything is possible when you stay
together and work as a team.

Mason says

This book is awesome!!!!!!!!!! Thanks Amar'e Stoudemire for telling about your childhood! I loved this
book. I recommend this to 3 graders and up who love basketball and/or skateboarding.

Chris says

A kids book from New York Knicks superstar Amar'e Stoudemire that teaches kids right from wrong, family
values & hard work pays off. Will be a winner with parents with kids that want to be sports stars as shows
you have to work hard in school also. Good fun with more to come as a series of books to follow.



Valerie McEnroe says

So boring and poorly written, it's not worth my time to comment further, other than to recommend two much
better books: A Whole New Ballgame or Athlete vs. Mathlete.

Karen Burt says

Amar'e Stoudemire is a New York Nicks NBA All Star and this book is based on his life story. The book is
about an eleven year old boy that lives in a rough part of town with his father and brother. Amar'e is a very
studious child on the "A" honor roll at school, with many interests and hobbies, mainly sports related. His
father's nickname for him is STAT (standing tall and talented). Amar'e helps his father on the weekend in his
lawn-care business and works hard at everything he does. All is going along well until a group of boys start
moving in on the basketball court Amar'e and his friends play at. Amar'e and his friends would have been
happy to share the court with them, but these boys were older and they did not want to share. Amar'e and his
friends Deuce, Roger and Mike play basketball on a regular basis, but one day they show up at the court and
try to play with the new boys. The boys don't want to have anything to do with them and they certainly don't
want to play basketball with younger boys. When the new boys shut them out of playing Amar'e goes on his
merry way and does something else. Deuce, Roger and Mike continue to try and play with the older boys.
When Amar'e is gone the older boys relent and play three on three with them. The older boys act like bullies,
calling them names, playing dirty, mean ball fouling Deuce, Roger and Mike and pushing and shoving.
Amar'e finds out about the game and how it went down, the next day, and is really irritated that the boys
decided to play after he left. Amar'e is the tallest of the four boys and he figured that the older boys thought
they had a better shot of winning without Amar'e. Amar'e wants their home court back and he also wants to
put the bullies in their place. Can he do it? Read this fast action book and find out.

Debbie Tanner says

I am previewing some of the books for our book fair. I thought this was a nice little book that's based on the
life of a real NBA star, Amar'e Stoudemire. Amar'e's story takes place in Lake Wales, FL, which is in the
center of the state, not far from Orlando. He has a kind, supportive family and great friends. He likes to do a
lot of things, including skateboarding, playing baseball, playing basketball AND doing well in school. In this
book, he has a problem with some bullies AND a paper that is due to his history teacher. It turns out facing
up to the bullies gives him the lesson he needs to finish the paper. It was a little predictable but I think it was
nice to read something positive about NBA players and how other people might have helped them along the
way. I think the kids will like this one.

Trent says

Home court by Amar'e Stoudemire is about an eleven year old boy Amar loves sports and hanging out with
his friends. After school one day him and his friends head over to the park were they play basketball most
days only to find people were playing on the courts. Day after day they keep finding these boys playing at
the court making messes and leaving without cleaning them up. One day Amar and his friends challenge
them to a basketball game only to find out that the boys play dirty. Getting beat at there own game they train



day by day and challenge them to another basketball game. Amar gets everyone from his school to go to the
basketball game for support. The tough and thrilling game came to an end as Amar made the last basket for
the win. They beat them and there court back, going through this challenge opened Amars eyes and showed
him that basketball is his true passion.


