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LuisC. says

In the mid-nineteenth century, John Stuart Mill wrote this book defending liberty, with wise words,
presenting all the pros and cons devoted to the woman of his country, of which she was awell-known British
feminist. He, in turn, was the son of an Anglican pastor. Mill is best known for his work as an economist in
which he mixes principles of liberalism with principles of socialism. In the background, today's world all
over the West. All the western world studies his work but many people do not read it in Portugal even though
in the university could be found these writings, in English, of oxford university press.

Mayar Hassan says
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Rebecca M cNutt says

I've been meaning to read this old classic for along time now, and I'm really glad | finally got around to it.
Regardless of whether or not you agree with itsideas, On Liberty is certainly worth alook at. In its short but
complex look at society and individuality, it manages to reach law, philosophy and politics al at once and
really leave you thinking. Unfortunately my mom took the copy of it we have to Belize before | could finish
the last two pages so technically | didn't completeit, but it's a strangely engaging read. Y ou'd expect it to be
abit dry from its description, but it's actually very interesting and a book that everybody can enjoy and learn
from no matter their background or knowledge. | especially liked how down-to-earth and concise Mill isin
his writing. Short, sweet and to-the-point, he never throws in pointless filler and always has something
enlightening to say.

Jonfaith says

Eccentricity has always abounded when and wher e strength of character has abounded; and the
amount of eccentricity in a society has generally been proportional to the amount of genius, mental
vigor, and moral courage which it contained.



It would be pretentious to suggest | dedicated my reading to Ahmed Merabet, yet it would be untrue to
exclaim otherwise. We've drowned in debate about liberty this last week. Somehow | regard that as most
encouraging. | found Mill’ s treatise riveting and incisive along a number of axes which inform our means of
government and private life. Mill was a shrewd historian and a brilliant writer. | gasped audibly at his
conclusions and deft references. Too often Utilitarianism is wedged into confined spaces for politically
conservative purposes. | have no problem with that. | suspect J.S. Mill wouldn't either. His moral remains,
we should al disagree, question custom and exercise our faculties at every turn.

notgettingenough says

Anybody interested in free speech must surely be concerned with the situation of Bret Weinstein in the US.
See for instance his hour interview here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fEAP...

One can only be deeply ashamed that non-conservative media has (I understand) all but ignored this story.
Curiousto have a statement of why thisis so, I've written to NPR to find out why they have not reported one
word on it. | am waiting for aresponse.

Meanwhile, John Stuart Mill's words to remind us of what is at stake. The students who are behaving so
disgracefully, who have no interest in truth and most certainly no interest in free speech (except theirs, of
course) would do well to heed hiswords, so timely in aperiod in which groups of thugs rule and noises on
social media make do as replacements for truth, for philosophical contemplation and the like.

What could be more apt than the following words on social tyranny? | note in particular from what
Weinstein has said of his situation, that isisn't even the lack of coverage by the left, craven asthat iswhichis
most disappointing. What isreally disturbing is the number of people who support him in private but will not
stand up in public. Thisis aterrible world we live in where thuggery has won and free speech is athing of
the past. To think that it isthe left of centre that is creating this situation, too scared to stand up for this
elementary principle, and that it is conservatives who are filling the vacuum is atruly depressing state of
affairs.

"Society can and does execute its own mandates: and if it issues wrong mandates instead of right, or any
mandates at al in things with which it ought not to meddle, it practises a social tyranny more formidable
than many kinds of political oppression, since, though not usually upheld by such extreme penalties, it leaves
fewer means of escape, penetrating much more deeply into the details of life, and enslaving the soul itself.
Protection, therefore, against the tyranny of the magistrate is not enough: there needs protection also against
the tyranny of the prevailing opinion and feeling; against the tendency of society to impose, by other means
than civil penalties, its own ideas and practices as rules of conduct on those who dissent from them; to fetter
the development, and, if possible, prevent the formation, of any individuality not in harmony with its ways,
and compel all charactersto fashion themselves upon the model of its own."

"The principle itself of dogmatic religion, dogmatic morality, dogmatic philosophy, iswhat requires to be
rooted out; not any particular manifestation of that principle. The very corner-stone of an education intended
to form great minds, must be the recognition of the principle, that the object isto call forth the greatest
possible quantity of intellectual power, and to inspire the intensest love of truth: and this without a particle of
regard to the results to which the exercise of that power may lead, even though it should conduct the pupil to



opinions diametrically opposite to those of his teachers. We say this, not because we think opinions
unimportant, but because of the immense importance which we attach to them; for in proportion to the
degree of intellectual power and love of truth which we succeed in creating, is the certainty that (whatever
may happen in any one particular instance) in the aggregate of instances true opinions will be the result; and
intellectual power and practical love of truth are alike impossible where the reasoner is shown his
conclusions, and informed beforehand that he is expected to arrive at them."

I'm afraid even thisis pertinent:

War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things: the decayed and degraded state of moral and
patriotic feeling which thinks that nothing is worth awar, is much worse. When a people are
used as mere human instruments for firing cannon or thrusting bayonets, in the service and for
the selfish purposes of a master, such war degrades a people. A war to protect other human
beings against tyrannical injustice; awar to give victory to their own ideas of right and good,
and which istheir own war, carried on for an honest purpose by their free choice, — is often
the means of their regeneration. A man who has nothing which heiswilling to fight for,
nothing which he cares more about than he does about his personal safety, isamiserable
creature who has no chance of being free, unless made and kept so by the exertions of better
men than himself. Aslong as justice and injustice have not terminated their ever-renewing fight
for ascendancy in the affairs of mankind, human beings must be willing, when need is, to do
battle for the one against the other.

"The Contest in America,” Fraser's Magazine (February 1862); later published in Dissertations
and Discussions (1868), vol.1 p. 26

How can great minds be produced in a country where the test of agreat mind is agreeing in the
opinions of small minds?

It might be plausibly maintained, that in a@most every one of the leading controversies, past or
present, in social philosophy, both sides werein the right in what they affirmed, though wrong
in what they denied.

All lifted from wiki quotes.

sigurd says

mi ha sempre commosso la dedica che Stuart Mill, uno dei miei filosofi preferiti, fain questo suo
famosissimo libro (riletto di recente perché ricordavo una bellissimainvettiva contro la tirannide della
maggioranza, "dell'opinione e del sentimento prevalenti” da cui ¢i dobbiamo proteggere non meno che da
altre tirannie) alla moglie Harriet scomparsa un anno prima, tanto che non sottoporrail libro arevisione



senzail suo parere e lo pubblichera cosi, come é sgorgato, libero e purissimo. "Quando due persone hanno i
loro pensieri e le speculazioni del tutto in comune, € di pocaimportanza per quanto riguarda la questione di
originalita, chi di detiene la penna’, aveva scritto.

All'amata e compianta memoria di colei che fu l'ispiratrice, ein partel'autrice, di tutto il meglio della mia
opera—all'amica e moglieil cui altissimo senso della verita e della giustizia era il mio stimolo pit grande, e
la cui approvazione era la massima ricompensa — dedico questo volume. Come tutto cio che ho scritto per
molti anni, appartiene a lei quanto a me; ma il lavoro, cosi com'é, ha ricevuto in misura molto insufficiente
I'inestimabile beneficio della sua revisione; alcune delle parti pit importanti avrebbero dovuto essere
sottoposte a un riesame piu accurato, che ora non riceveranno mai piu. Se solamente fossi capace di
trasmettere al mondo la meta dei grandi pensieri e dei nobili sentimenti che sono sepolti con lei, sarei il
tramite di benefici maggiori di quanti potranno mai derivare da qualunque cosa io scriva, privo dello
stimolo e del conforto della sua impareggiabile saggezza.

http://youtu.be/JaB1wdm9pTo

Tam Nguyen says

M?t cu?n sach y ngh?a cho nh?ng con ng??i tim ??n s?t? do cho chinh b?n than minh

T?do, v?i John Stuart Mill, khdng ph?i [a mu?n lam gi thi lam, nh? m?i ng??2 th??ng ngh?, malacon ng??
ph? ??77c phét tri?n theo 2Ung h??ng t? nhién c?a minh, khéng ??2c b ép h? tr? thanh m?t ai 26, ma ??c la
chinh anh ta, v 2?u ki?n la khéng xam ph?m ??n t? do c?ang?oi khac.

Con ng??, 72 v2i JSM, c?ng la quan tr?ng nh?t, con ng??i t? do th?t s? ph?i [am?t ng?? ?2?2c 1?7p, t? s?ng
cu?c s?ng c?ariéng minh vakhéng ???c ?? ai ch™ |2 s?ng cho minh; ng?? nao ma ?? xah? ch?n 1?2 s?ng
cho h? thi h? c6 nh?ng n?ng I7c khdng khéc gi m?t [oai kh?, ¢d ngh?a ch? bi?t b2t ch??c mathai.

Ong c?ng néi v? s? nguy hi?m khi m?t ng?? nao 26 ch? bit ch?ng ly v? phiaminh. H? [udn coi minh &
20ng, las?c s?0 nhX. Va, khdng ch?u nghe ng?? khac y ki”n c?ah? nh?th? nao. ? 28y, ch??ng sau, dng c?ng
noi r’ng ?as?, ca ph?n 20ng con ng??, th??ng ch?p nh?n m?t ?2nh ngh?a ch h?p v? xa h?, vacoi nh?ng
con ng??i co tinh cach khéc, x? s? khac binh th??2ng la thi?u ch?ng m?c, th?m chi ph™n 22 gay g2t vak? t4
h?.

Ch?v?2 m?2t x&h? ?? cho con ng??2 ??2c t? do 1?a ch?n s?ng theo nh?ng gi minh th?y phu h?p va ???c phét
tri?n theo n?ng 1?2c c?a cadnhan minh, x&h? 2y m? ¢c6 th? 22 ?2n nh?ng b??c ti”n xa. Cu? s&ch cd néi v?
ti?2u s? ISM vaminh th?y, 6ng cé ??2c m?2t n?n gido d?c rx ?2c bit, vaco |? chinh vi th?, suy ngh? c?a éng
r2t khéc so v nh?ng ng?? cung th? c?aminh.

Minh ¢?m nh?n ???2c rng, 27 v 6ng, nh?ng con ng?? b?o th?, ch? bi?t ch?ng ly v? phiaminh, vach? bi2t
b2 ch??c s?lam? tr? ng? 1?2n cho chinh s? phét tri?n c?ah?, vac?ac? xah? n?a




Ahmed El Wakee says
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FotisK says

Ekatopp?pia o€ A0V TOV TANAV?TN OLV?0UV OE K?T010 aTI? T0 Asyueva lep? Ke2ueva. E@?oov aut?
TOUC TIPOOWP?PEL YOAN KAl EATI?DA, TIOLOG E7UA1 EY? VA TOUC KPAVW; AlATNP? 2UwE TO SIKA 2wpd va
TIOTE?W TG, EQ?00V AUT?TO UIKP? OE XKTACN OAA? TEP?0TIO O oNUAC?d BIBAIOpKI OUV2DEVE
TOUA?XIOTOV K?TOIEG OTIYU?C TNG KABNUEPIVTNTOC TV avOP?Iwv, 0 K?0H0G 80 ?1av TIOA?
OVEKTIK2TEPOC, 70WC KAl KOAPTEPOC KAT? TI .

H Avox? ?00¢ €Al TO ETIOTAOOUO 200V TIPECPRE?EL 0 Mill Kal QuoIK? N EAguBep?a — o€ K€ NG
HOPQ?, o€ 7AN TNC TNV 2KTAON, UE TOUC TEPIOPIOMO?C KA TIC LTIOXPE?0EIC TNG. BAOIK? TAEOV X TN
ENAI TG TO "TeP? EAELOEP?0C" dEV ENAI YPAUUNVO CLUVAITONUATIK?, UE OT?X0 TO BUIK? TOL
avVayw?0tn, ETIKAAOZUEVO TO a?200nNua AKOI0OVNC, EVCTAOXV?0C, AVOPWIOU0? K.0.K. H
OKAT?BANTN dvaun Kal dloXPOVIK?TNTA AUTO? TOU KEIUAOU (TOU yp?2@tnKe To 1859) 0Qe?AETAI €V
TIOAAO?C TNV KAIVIK? LOTI? TOU, TN XEIPOUPYIK? AKP?BELO TNC ETTXEIPNUATOAOY?0C TOU, TN ?XWC
KOAAWTIGUO?C KPITIK? TOU. AIATP?010¢ K?PUKAC TWV VAU?TWY TOL Ala@uwtiopo?, o Mill otp?gel 1o
Dw¢ TNG AAAEKTIK?C OTO TVAYOG TGV K720 AOY?G LUOTIKICUY, TOL OKOTAAIOWO?, TNG TLPAVV UG
TV TOPAS?TEWV KAl TV €02V, AAA? KAl TV TAEIOPN@ D Kal TN £T1 BOA?C TOUC,.

A&V XPEI2LETAL VA ETIUENVW OXETIK? UE TO T?700 AEN €l EETEPATUNVO TO KEPUEVO AUT?, T?200 O€
TEPIOX ?C TOU TNV ?TN TIOL 0LV OK U0 TOV MEGU 21V? TOUG 200 KA OTIG AUTIK?C KOIVWV 26¢ TIOU
XPWOTO o€ avep?roug oav Tov Mill Tnv 70Tw "aTOOTOUATIK? KOl AVOAOKA?pwIN” (1o va
BuunBo?ue Tov Kaotopl ?20n) EAcuBep?a TOUC.

Stephen says

WARNING: Some of my palitical views are discussed in thisSVERY LONG review. | don't think there
isanything offensive but with palitics, you never know. Therefore, in case anything | say upsets
anyone, | haveincluded several very CUTE kitten photos by way of apology.

6.0 stars. On Liberty has secured a spot on my list of “All Time Favorite” books. | have gone through a
pretty significant political re-examination over the last several years (maybe alot of us have). A few years
ago, if you were to line up everyone on goodreads according to political beliefs, | would guess that | would
be found at the more conservative end of the spectrum. However, recently, | have come to seethat | disagree
with “LARGE CHUNKS’ of bath political parties and find myself embracing a more “libertarian”
philosophy. Without going into a detailed thesis of my political beliefs, | am going to share afew basic
beliefs so that you will understand where | am coming from in relation to the theories that Mill arguesin



favor of in this book.

The following is a political advertisement on behalf of S-PAC (Stupid Political Asshats of Congress)
...which is sponsored in part by the WTF Association whose motto is, “ When you can see it but just can't
believeit...WTF.”

Social Issues:

On social issues, | think you can generally sum up my feelings as follows:

| believe, with certain exceptions, everyone should be free to do whatever they want so long they are not
causing harm to anybody else and this freedom necessarily extends to control over their own body. | know
that is pretty simplistic but the nuances would take forever to explain so hopefully | can explain the basic
gist. For example, | think people should be able to:

(8): Eat whatever you want (does not seem to be a problem for people in the U.S.);

(b): Drink what you want (of course, we run into the whole “ cause no harm” thing once you get behind the
whedl);

(c): Smoke cigarettes and cigarsif you want...with reasonable restrictions for places where people either
have no choicein being (e.g., work, school) or “little’ choice (e.g., an airplane or mass transportation).

(d): Do drugsif you want... | may not like this one but it would be *“hypocritical” of me to distinguish this
from the whole “free to live as you want and control your own body” philosophy (however, the " cause no
harm” requirement still applies).

(e): Love who you want...provided we are talking consenting ADULTS***. For me, thisis ano-brainer.
Two consenting adults caring for one another...let's move on.

***Point of clarification #1...1 said consenting ADULTS. Pedophiles and NAMBLA spokesmen can go
ahead and sit back down...or better yet:

(f): Abortion....uh, | think | just stumbled upon one of the third rails of politics. However, like the drug issue
| think it would be hypocritical of me to argue an exception to the whole “control over your own body”
philosophy and therefore, regardless of what one personally believes, | don’t believe you should have the
right to impose that belief on someone else and thus a person should be “free to choose.” * **

***Point of Clarificaiton #2... | can hear the “do no harm” contingent screaming on this one and |
understand the argument but (for me at least), the other interests don’t overcome the fundamental freedom

over one’'s own body.

Okay, thisis getting alittle heavy, so | would like to take a short break to ook at another cute animal photo:

Ahhhhh, that is cute. Okay, | fed better.

Economic | ssues:

Being consistent and applying the same reasoning as above to economic issues will probably make me sound



very conservative, but it is really just a consistent application of the concept of individual freedom. Basically,
| think that people should be free to keep what they earn, except for some reasonably allocated portion
needed to DEFEND*** the Country and to protect the rights of peopleto live their lives free from
oppression by their neighbor.

*** Point of Clarification #3...I said DEFEND the Country. That does NOT mean the equivalent of getting
abunch of your buddies together, grabbing a pile of gold from the money room and storming off next door
because you think they MIGHT be the next Mordor.

Now | certainly understand that for alot of peoplethisisjust too limited a governmental role and they feel
like there are things the government NEEDS to do. | certainly acknowledge that the government does alot of
things that help alot of people. For me, the problem arises when | step back and start with the basic premise
that every dollar the government has must be TAKEN from someone (e.g., through taxes, tariffs, or
borrowing from our kids). Now when those “taxes’ go to benefit everyone (e.g., defense, police, courts, etc.)
then it is simply a matter of figuring out how to fairly allocate the burden among the people.

However, when money is taken from one group and given it to another group, suddenly you are in the
position of necessarily imposing one group’ s values on another. Suddenly it is necessary to “lobby” the
government so that your group is the one that comes out on top. Thus, you get the rise of the * special
interest” group, the name calling, the buying of influence through “campaign contribution” and everyone
fighting for control over the public teat. Basically, you get our current political system which just seems
broken to me.

Well, | have probably said more about myself than most of you care to know. Hopefully, | haven't offended
anyone even if you don’'t agree with anything | have said. Thank you for listening to me ramble and, asa
form of appreciation, | offer you another cute kitten picture:

Well, with that VERY LONG introduction, | now come to the book itself.

On Liberty isin many ways a“bible” for libertarian philosophy and encompasses many of theideas|
mentioned above. In the book, Mill takes the position that, with certain limited exceptions, people should be
freeto think what they want, believe what they want, worship (or not worship) as they want, speak and write
freely and conduct their own personal lives without interference from the government. Mill argues that the
government’ s role should be to create the environment whereby people can be free from the oppression of
their neighbor and should not intrude in or exert control over the day to day lives of its citizens.

In addition to his strong defense in favor of freedom of the press, freedom of religion and freedom of
assembly and debate, Mill also passionately argues that all of the very assumptions that we live by should
never be held so sacred asto be excluded from debate. Mill argues that only by examining our beliefs and
subjecting them to rigorous debate and eval uation can we achieve true wisdom. | thought that was a
wonderful way of saying keep an open mind and always be willing to challenge your assumptions.

Onefinal thing | wanted to mention that | found fascinating for a book written in 1859, was Mills position on
women’ srights. Mills categorically believed that the right to be free and live your life as you choose applied



equally to both women and men. He spoke of the “oppression” of husbands over their wives as being
absolutely contrary to the principle of individual freedom. | found him to seriously ahead of time on that
subject and it just made me appreciate his positions even more.

Overal, | have rarely found myself more in agreement with a book on political theory and am sure | will be
reading this again in the future. HIGHEST POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION!!!

Nikos Tsentemeidis says

>mouda?o0 ?pyo !

Nasser Moh'd says
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