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A novel of the eternal battle between science and super stition

I’m Richard Oort. I’'ma cop.

Two months ago | had learned there were unseen worlds on the borders of our reality. Dimensions filled with
horrific, nightmare creatures. Things that viewed humans as prey. Things that drove usto acts of
unspeakabl e violence.

| had to fight them. To defend the people | loved, and to find out who | was. And am.

I'm still acop. But now I’'m also CEO of Lumina Enterprises, a mysterious, globe-girdling operation even |
don’'t know the full extent of. Replacing the previous guy, who appears to have also been Prometheus, really
and truly. Now Prometheus is bound, and the job of taking the fight to the next level is mine.

Because the horrors aren’t over. And they’ Il use any human weakness they can get hold of. Thisisafight for
the world. For keeps.
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From Reader Review The Edge of Ruin for online ebook

Adam says

Better written than the first, but I'm concerned about the swift tossing-aside of a character.

DM S says

http://dms.booklikes.com/post/382176/...

Mary Mascari says

Nice sequel to the Edge of Reason. Don't know if there are more books, but there could be. She does some
interesting things with POV, which | actually really liked. A fast-paced, entertaining book that doesn't drag
even though it should.

Bob says

Great read - buy it, read it.

Susan says

Will the world as we know it end? Will Richard be able to take charge of Lumina? Who will work with him
after al that had happened? These questions will be answered as we move forward toward the edge.

Wendy says

Juvenile writing, excessive cursing, and a plot like swiss cheese. Didn't bother finishing this one.

ShaneKiely says

Took me awhile to get around to this book, | think it's been neatly 2 years since | read it's predecessor. |
remembered the broad strokes of what happened in that but this story does a solid job of recapping what's
gone before without getting overly bogged down in exposition. Several of the point of view characters are
into high culture to the borderline of the point of parody & the anti religious material getslaid on alittle
thick at points (& I'm not even personally religious). The story itself is essentialy about an alien invasion but
with a science/magic hybrid so it reads more like a contemporary fantasy. It's solid though | wasn't sure



about some of the pacing. I'm definitely interested in the follow up because I'm uncertain as where things
will go asalot of storylines seem to have resolved themselves. Overall | think it's enjoyability offsets any
quibbles | may have.

Jesseb says

abad cross between law and order: special victims unit and the |eft behind series by LaHaye and Jenkins.
Did not finish it.

Theresa says

The Edge of Ruin

by Melinda M. Snodgrass

| read this book out of order, and glad to say the story line was not limited to the reading order of the series. |
am also impatiently waiting for the sequel. Melinda, when are you sending it in? | love the idea of afree
spirit as our hero. Richard is an intriguing character that each chapter brings you closer to see the motivation
of hisspirit, his strength, regret and purpose. The artistic aspect of his character plays genteelly into the story
line of facing other worldly creators that are threatened by music, math and science. | hope to see that he
over comes his difficulties, find hisinspiration and finally save the world from the Old ones. The villains of
the book are not just evil, debased, and insane but have human flaws even when they are half human. | found
the premise of the book intriguing, imaginative, and totally fresh and new... | have to read edge of reason,
and wait patiently for the next book in the series.

Kalyn says

Thisisthe sequel to The Edge of Reason and picks up shortly after the events of the first book. Thereisa
much larger cast of characters that surround Richard as well as the periphera characters. | liked this book
better than the first because | felt like the characters other than Richard got more well-rounded and less
stereotypical.

The narration switches around among a set of these characters so you get more view of their motivations and
reasons for acting. This could be annoying to some or sometimes difficult to follow, but | thought it added
more depth to the characters and made the action slightly more intense (because you cared about more than
one character). Some of the characters are | eft to be one-dimensional and unexplored, but with this many it
was bound to happen.

The action comes fast and furious, especially at the end so the tension runs allittle high (and prevents some
character development) but | felt that the plot-driven story worked fine. The end of this book leavesit very
open to another book but it didn't feel as abrupt as the first book's ending. I'll be looking forward to the next
installment.




Alexandria Latham says

Really enjoyed this book! Thought this one was better than the first! Intense story line with lots of dramatic
twistsin this one

Jenny says

Lottatalk, not alot of action.

Ch J Loveall says

Did not try because it isthe 2nd of aseries. . .

Lianne Burwell says

When | picked this up from thelibrary, | did not realize that it was the second book of s series. And even
though | haven't read the first book (when | vaguely remember seeing and thinking looked alittle too heaven
and hell for me), | had no problem figuring out the scenario and the characters.

In the previous volume, policeman Richard Oort got pulled into a fight to keep the ‘old ones' out of our
universe. They feed off of us, and drive usinsane. A few 'good' ones try to protect humanity. The bad guys
were using atelevangelist as afront. They take on the bad guys, the mentor good guy old one is trapped, and
Richard is now in charge of everything.

Things advance slowly in this volume, with the old ones coming further into our world, the half-human
daughter of one isimmature and obsessed with Richard. Richard's father istrying to control him, and heis
trying to figure out this multi-billion dollar company heis now in charge of while also trying to figure out
the next step in the war.

It may have been alittle low on the action, but it was an engrossing read. I'm not sure I'll go back and read
the first book, but I'll definitely read the next book when it comes out.

Stefan says

The Edge of Ruin isadirect sequel to The Edge of Reason, an excellent present-day fantasy novel by
Melinda Snodgrass in which Chtulhu-esque beings use religion to generate emotions like fear and anger,
enabling them to enter our dimension. It's an unusual and original concept that led to a fascinating novel.

Unfortunately The Edge of Ruin is not quite as strong as the first novel in the EDGE series. At the start of
the novel, things are in extreme disarray: Lumina's leader, Kenntnis, is incapicated; Richard Oort, the cop-



turned-pal adin-of-reason, istrying to get a handle on both the Lumina enterprise and his family; and worst of
all, the invading Chtulhu beings have established a beachhead in our dimension, making it all the more
urgent for Richard & co. to get organi zed.

The"& co." part isimportant: this novel has alarger cast of characters than the first novel, and switches
viewpoints very frequently, from returning characters such as Richard (now told in the first person), Rhiana,
and Mark Grenier (who, in the most jarring change since the first novel, is now on Luminas side), to new
ones like scientist Eddie Tanaka and Lumina COO Dagmar Reitlingen. The frequent changesin POV are a
bit jarring as the chapters are very short: there are 50 chapters, plus a prologue and a coda, for only about 380
pages. In addition, not every character is asinteresting as Richard and Rhiana, and as aresult, The Edge of
Ruin never gripped me like The Edge of Reason did.

The dialogue at timesisabit too pat (e.g. about Rhiana: "She's finding that life in Monstervilleisn't as
wonderful as she expected."), and the novel occasionally takes on the tone of an action movie... which it
probably would have been if seen entirely from the eyes of Eddie Tanaka, the scientist who evades daughter
by escaping on atramp steamer. The ending is a bit chaotic, and the resolution downright bizarre, but it does
Set up an interesting starting point for the next novel in the EDGE series.

All in all, if you enjoyed The Edge of Reason, | still suggest picking up The Edge of Ruin. It's not quite as
impressive as the first novel, but if, like me, you were hooked by the start of the story, I'm sure you'll want to
know how it continues. It's not an ideal sequel, but Richard Oort is still afascinating protagonist, the concept
for the novel is still quite original, and I'm still eager to see where Melinda Snodgrass will take the story in
the next novel.

(Thisreview was also published on the Fantasy Literature website: www.fantasyliterature.com - come check
us out!)




