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Maths-whizz Alice has already solved a mystery or two. Persuaded by wannabe sidekick Sammy to
investigate a scientist's disappearance, she's soon entangled in her trickiest case yet. Dr Learner is reputed to
have invented an invisibility suit, but is whacky science really to blame for his vanishing? With the unlikely
help of erstwhile nemesis Kevin, Alice solves the puzzle - only to face another. Should she reveal the truth,
or protect her most devoted friend?
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From Reader Review Alice Jones: The Impossible Cluefor online
ebook

Reetta Saine says

Mukavan erilainen lanu-dekkari, joka voisi menné aika lagjalle haitarille 2-7-luokilla (paitsi se ika taidettiin
mainita :(). Aika paksu, mutta nopsal ukuinen.

Alice on nértti, mutta el yhtéén niin matemaagisen koodaileva, kuin paéotsikossa sanotaan. Itse asiassa sita
olisi voinut véhan lisdtakin turhan kohelluksen oheen. Hymyilytti, jannittikin ja henkil 6t ovat oikeasti
pahiksia (aina arsyttavasta siskosta alkaen). Nakymaéttomyydella kikkailu ja lopun aika lagja tunnekirjo
lagjensivat romskun tusi natavarasta varteenotettavaksi vinkkauskirjas sinne neloskutosille.

Abby Johnson says

Solving mysteries are really just like solving puzzles: something that Alice Jonesisreally good at and loved
to do. No wonder the kids at her school say she's the best at solving mysteries. When a classmate literally has
her dragged into a mystery happening at his dad's science lab, Aliceisreluctant to help at first. But a scientist
gone missing in the middle of supposedly developing an invisibility suit? It's too intriguing to pass up,
especially for Alice who lives and bresthes science and math. Could a competing science lab have something
to do with the mysterious disappearance? Did Dr. Learner run away? Or did someone take him?

Thisisagreat choice for science-minded kids who like a mystery story and it's especially nice to see agirl in
that scientific role. Aliceisalittle like Encyclopedia Brown: super smart with agreat memory and very
thorough.

sage says

Glad | read the second one (Ghost Light) first, because it's much, much better. I'm not sure | would have
goneontoreadit if I'd read themin order.

My biggest issueis that the only brown people in the book are evil and/or pathetic. There's no diversity and
certainly no inclusiveness, as Alice spends the whole book bad-mouthing Sammy. | mean, there's nothing
wrong with not liking another kid. The problem iswhen that kid is the SOLE representation of nonwhite kids
in akid's book. Add a bunch more brown folk and al'swell. (Note: | noticed the absence of brown folk in
Ghost Light aswell, but it's so very "classic mystery novel of the 1930s" pastiche that | thought it might be a
stylistic thing. Apparently not?)

There are also afew super-clunky plot things that annoyed me, but | can handwave them. It'sreally niceto
have akidlit detective who's feminist by default, into STEM in interesting ways, adventurous, opinionated,
and from a nontraditional family.



Anu says

Stereotypioita viliseva dekkari matikkandrtti-tytdstd, Alicesta, jokatykkéé ja osaa ratkaista arvoituksia.
Tyton perassa juoksee sitkeasti kaksi poikaa, joista toinen on rikas reppanajatoinen enkelikasvoinen
"pahis’. Lahjakkaan ja kauniin ndyttelijésiskon, lehtimiesisan jaitaliassa asuvan didin lisdks muuta
sosiadlistaelaméi el ole. Ei yhtdan ainoaa nimelta mainittua ystavaa. Alykés tyttohan e tietenkaén tarvitse
/haluall byda ystavia. Jaai niin, mainitsinko jo etté Alice inhoaa shoppailua, meikkejd, mekkojajapinnallista
kulttuurielamaé. (Aaargh!)

Rikas poikarukka tarjoaa tutkittavaksi isdnsa tutkimuslaitokselta kadonneen tiedemiehen arvoitusta ja
enkelipahis liimaantuu Alicen kylkeen suojelemaan kun arvoitusta ratkai staan. Kokenut dekkaristi pystyy
padttelemaan ratkai sun jo melko varhai sessa vaiheessa mutta lopulliset motiivit selvidvat mukavasti vasta
viimeisessi luvussa. Jannityksen sijaan kirja tarjoaa enemmankin tyttokirjoille tyypillisté vauhdikasta menoa
jaletkedé kuittailua.

Sarjan koodaa ja ratkoo -nimen jalkimmainen osuus jéi arvoitukseksi, silla skanneria, kénnykka&a ja googlea
kummempiatietoteknisia ulottuvuuksia ei kirjassa ollut. Matikkandrttiyskin ilmeni 1&hinn& niin ettd Alice
haikaili kirjastoon, ilmoitti toistuvasti rakastavansa matematiikkaa ja kiperéssa tilateessa hén sataan
laskemisen sijasta laskikin akulukuja.

Ei tdma huono ollut, mutta odotin kyll& paljon enemman.

Vitoskutosille. Enké myds seiskoille.

Sar ah Johnson says

Mystery is not agenre | enjoy reading, but thiswill be one that many fourth and fifth graders will love if they
like mysteries.

Katri says

I'han ok lasten jannari. Padhenkil® matikkaa rakastava norttitytto ja ratkai stavaan mysteeriin liittyi kadonnut
tiedemies ja ndkymattdmyyspuku. Voisin suositella jannéareista pitéavélle.

Muitta yll&ttavan vahan kirjassa tapahtuu. Asioita pyoritell&an, mutta mikéén ei tunnu litkkuvan mihink&an
ensimmaisen 200 sivun aikana. Enemman olisi saanut ollatoimintaa. Liséksi nerokas paghenkil6 oli aika
naiivi, jajossain kohtaa se tuntui véhan ristiriitaiselta, kun fiksu lapsi menee johonkin helppoon ansaan.
Toisaalta pdahenkil 6n kautta varmasti lapsi saa nakokulmia siihen, etté vaikkatekisi mieli uskoa kaikista
hyvaa, niin kaikki ihmiset eivét ole hyvia

wanderer says

A ddightful mystery for anyone who knows a middle-grade book is never just for kids. Aliceisfunny, gutsy,



and clever, without being ridiculously mature for her age, like so many modern middle-grade books. A fun
read with a satisfying ending. Can't wait for more Alice!

2nd read-through: | read this to my students and they loved it, especially the humor and fun similes. (The
villain's hairpiece stood straight up "like the lid of a garbage can" and exposed his smooth pink scalp.) They
were laughing aloud at the second-to-last chapter, and | had to stop reading to join them a couple of times.

Theunis Snyman says

Juvenile mystery that adults can also read. The heroine is a smart girl who counts in prime numbers or the
Fibonacci Sequence when sheis stressed. In her spare time she tries to solve Goldbach's Conjecture or reads
books in the mathematics section of the library. She also suffers from OCD because she is constantly
counting something. She would rather go to museums than do shopping with her mother. But don't let this
put you off. It just shows her character. It is quite a delightful impossible crime mystery with plenty of
action.

Only one thing bothers me and that is that the words ™ the truth will set you free" are constantly used, asin
one place in this book, for any kind of truth. It is originally used in the Bible for just a certain kind of truth. |
hate it when people uses something that's origina meaning gets lost by making it a general truth. Thus
heresies and lies are born.

Zoe says

Upbeat, modern detective story, celebrating intelligent curious girls. Science, sums and friendship
(sometimes where least expected) are the key ingredients in this mystery that made my 11 year old say with a
big smile on her face: "I LIKE maths!"

Suzanne says

In this book Alice gets asked to help find a missing scientist. Supposedly he has been working on an
invisibility serum and the rumor is he has been successful. Alice hasto find out if hereally did discover the
secret or if something else is going on here? Alice doesn't really act or respond like atypical middle schooler
but that aside the mystery iswell paced and the conclusion is satisfying.

Toby says

I'm a big fan of adventure and mystery stories that feature intelligent, independent girls as the hero. Alice
Jones does not disappoint. Although sheisjoined by a couple of boysin her adventures, thereis never a
sense that sheisin any way reliant on them, and sheis clearly in charge.

Well written, exciting, and gripping. Alice Jonesis a character who shows us its cool to be clever, but at the
same time she isn't flawless and she has persona and family challenges that she must facein her lifein top



of the big mystery sheisinvestigating. | was worried at one point that the book was going to have a weak
conclusion, but it turned out pretty good and closed with a nice little thought about life.

Content suitable for al ages
Reading level 9+

Linnea says

Sympaattinen varhaisnuorille suunnattu etsivétarinailahdutti ja viihdytti. 12-vuotias matematiikkaa
rakastava Alice paétyy ratkomaan kadonneen nakymattomyystutkijan arvoitusta ja pahkéilee samalla
perhesuhteitaan. Néin aikuislukijana sain kirjasta l&hinnd nostalgiafiilistelyd, olisin varmaan tykannyt tasta
hulluna parhaimpina Neiti Etsivé- jaMystery Club -aikoinani. Leppoisa, tuttua kaavaa noudattava romaani.

Erja Tuhkanen says

Tamaei tehnyt suurtakaan vaikutusta. Henkilhahmot olivat liian ohuita, kliseisia. Dialogi oli kuin TV-
sarjasta.Myos k&annos tokki jotenkin. Mutta téytynee odottaa lasten omaa mielipidettd, tarjoan alakoulun 4-6
Ik. Ei pase vidlavarsinaiselle vinkkilistalle.

Alkuteoksen nimi on Invisible clue, ei impossible clue, kuten goodreads ehdottaa.

Magdalena Hai says

Tartuin tdhan ammatillisesta mielenkiinnosta, koska lastendekkari on genre, joka on itsellani jaényt
harmillisen véhdlle tutustumiselle. Ennakkoluulona minulla oli ehkéajotain sellaista, etté lapsitoimijat ovat
epauskottavan aikuismaisiatai sitten rikokset niin lapsenomaisia, etta téti pyorittel ee hyvantahtoisesti
silmidan. Yll&tyin kyll& oikein positiivisesti. Paghenkilon matemaattinen erityislahjakkuus teki hanen valilla
varsin aikuiset ongel manratkai sukykynsa uskottaviksi, jatykkasin siitg, ettéd han oli sitten ihmisten kanssa
vahan hond. Moni as-piirteinen nuori jalaps ainakin tunnistanee tasta tyypista vahvasti itsensi. Rikoskuvio
oli oikein sopivasti janng, eika haavereiltakaan valtytty. Alicen perhekuviot vaikuttivat mielenkiintoisilta
jatkon kannalta. Ainoa, misté annan noottia on kirjan ulkoasu. Voisin nimittéin hyvin kuvitella, etta tarina
itsessaan uppoais yhtd hyvin poikiin kuin tyttoihin, muttakirja on todella vahvasti varikoodattu tyttdjen
suuntaan ja blurbissakin mainitaan Neiti Etsiva. Voi taman takiaikévasti jédda valiin monelta sellaiselta
poikalukijalta, jotkatykkaisivéat tata varsin menevaa dekkaria lukea.

Suosittelen alakouluikaisille matemaattisten ongelmien, seikkailujen ja dekkareiden ystéville.

Ms. Yingling says

Edelweiss Above the Treeline

Alice's father is a news reporter, and Alice herself is good at solving mysteries, so when famous scientist Dr.
Learner goes missing, classmate Sammy Delgado approaches Alice to help. Sammy's father's company is



working on an invisibility suit with Dr. Learner, and they want to know where he has gone. With the unlikely
help of Kevin Jordan, Alice searches the professor's apartment, interviews his neighbors, and is given
unprecedented access to Delgado industries. Along the way, the Jones home is broken into, Alice and Kevin
are kidnapped, and a huge conspiracy having to do with the evil Chronos corporation is figured out. Alice's
father gets his scoop, her sister Della gets a part in the musical Annie, and all is good until another day.
Strengths: Aliceisfearless, brave AND amath whiz. Her family is supportive even though her mother is
living in Italy. The mystery isagood one, and there is afair amount of action and adventure. Readers who
enjoyed Beil's Red Blazer Girls or Runholdt's Kari and Lucas mysteries will like this one.

Weaknesses: Sadly, thisis not the sort of mystery my patrons like. They want blood, gore, and murder, not
kidnapped scientists. Will purchase if more of my students want somewhat |ess violent mysteries.

What | really think: This has been reworked slightly and reset in the United States, somewhere near New
York City. I'd be curious to see the original UK edition. This might account for the somewhat disconnected
feeling | got from this.




