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A resounding testament to individuality and the power of family in all forms from the young man who
“lit up theInternet” (Ellen DeGeneres)

On January 31, 2011, Zach Wahls addressed the lowaA House Judiciary CommitteeA in a public forum
regarding full marriage equality. The nineteen-year-old son of a same-sex couple, Wahls proudly

proclaimed, “ The sexual orientation of my parents has had zero effect on the content of my character.” Hours
later, his speech was posted on Y ouTube, where it went viral, quickly receiving more than two million
views. By the end of the week, everyone knew his hame and wanted to hear more from the boy with two
moms.

Same-sex marriage will be a major&€” possibly the defining&€”issue in this year’ s election cycle, and Wahls
speaks to that, but also to abroader issue. A Sure, he's handsome and athletic, an environmental engineering
student, and an Eagle Scout. Y et, growing up with two moms, he knows what it’s like to feel different and to
fear being made fun of or worse. In theinspirational spirit of It Gets Better edited by Dan Savage and Terry
Miller, My Two Moms also delivers a reassuring message to same-sex couples, their kids, and anyone who's
ever felt like an outsider: “Y ou are not alone.”
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Sara Jane says

Thisis such an important (and surprisingly inspirational) book. It was a delight to read a book by aformer
student, too. WSS represent!

Kristen says

If you grew up lucky enough to have two parents who loved you and taught you how to be a good person,
then you have something in common with Zach Wahls. Y ou might not have two moms like he does, but that
doesn't really matter. At al. | was lucky enough that my two loving parents taught me that loveislove, there
is nothing wrong with same gendered couples and | have been lucky to always have great same sex couples
inmy life. If you know someone who isn't as lucky, but has at least a bit of an open mind, this might be a
good thing to give them to read. In many waysit is the very ordinary story of aboy growing up, which is
exactly the point, who a so happens to be awonderful advocate for marriage equality based on his family.

A quick read and a good reminder that you can change people's minds and hearts, even if it's a slow process.
| also particularly liked the section at the end with all the reasons people bring up to oppose gay marriage
and his responses to each.

Jenna says

For more reviews please visit www.canneryrowreads.com

I've shied away from reviewing any books that may be seen as politically controversial on this blog but this
book was too good to pass up for areview. As some of you have read this may know already, | am as liberal
asthey come. | interned for the very progressive Senator Feingold while in college and will passionately
defend my beliefs to the death.

But this book opened up even my eyes to things about the LGBT movement | had never considered before.

Y ou may have heard of Zach Wahls previously. He isthe very articulate, passionate young man who testified
before the lowa House Judiciary Committee in 2011 about the proposed constitutional amendment to ban
gay marriagein lowa. Y ou can view his testiomeny, which went viral here.

Zach is an Eagle Scout and he used the 12 principles/character traits he learned from the Boy Scouts for each
of his chapters. He speaks about how his two moms taught him these lessons over and over throughout his
life and shows what a positive influence they have had on him. The love you read from him, and the love
between his two mothers you see through his eyes can leave no doubt in your mind that their family isjust
like anybody else's.

The book was an easy and enjoyable read and it is clear from Zach's arguments that he deserved the debate
championship he won in high school. He is aremarkable young man and | am sure there are still amazing



things to come from. | highly recommend this book to everybody. | loved it and | guarantee you'll learn from
it.

Joan says

I don't know that the writing deserves 4 stars to be real honest. However, the kid's courage and love deserves
the 4 stars. He isachild of two parents who happen to be women. One is both his and his younger sister's
biological mother. The other is her longtime partner who happens to be female. He states over and over again
that his mothers sexuality had no effect on his character. Their beliefs and moral stance had everything to do
with his character, but not their sex. He adores the boy scouts, while admitting that he was lucky that his
troop didn't care about what sex his parents were as long as he was being brought up in amoral fashion by
boy scout standards. He made it to the top ranks of boy scout, Eagle Scout. His moms were with him every
step of the way, more or less, since one developed MS and was in awheelchair for along time. Somehow
she overcame the wasting disease but Zach says that disease had a much greater impact on him than her
sexuality. He points out that legally, the oath "for better or for worse" didn't have any legal validity for his
other mother but she stuck through the disease and never gave any thought to leaving aterribly upsetting,
painful situation. His point was that the oath had real significance for her, but not because of legal
obligations. He described the panic and frustration when the other mother rushed his little sister to the
hospital with a broken arm. She couldn't authorize treatment for the kid, even though the kid had never
known anyone else as a parent. This person is a nurse practitioner so really knew what was going on in both
situations. He would be in favor of everyone having civil unions, with marriages reserved for religious
institutions. He makes a decent point for thisidea but | don't think that is the direction the country is moving
in. The writing got somewhat repetitive but the young man is very ernest in his polemic and seemsto be a
lovely person well brought up which was his main point.

Jessie Potts says

Warning this book contains a same sex couple who feels like it’s their right to be able to raise a child.

While that may seem like a dumb statement | feel like it should be said again. If same sex couplesraising
children isn’t something you believe in, and you don’t want to open your mind then pass on this book. For
the rest of you out there this was a touching a sweet story of Zach Wahls and his two mothers.

Wahls was on the Daily show, which originally got me interested in reading his book. He seemed extremely
confidant, successful and more importantly happy; which iswhat any parent strives (or should strive) for
their child to be. Thisis not hisfirst time speaking on the issue of gay parenting, last year he added a new
voice to the issue, one of the child in question being raised. He was so verbally eloquent that a book was a
logical next step.

The book focuses on the different ideals he learned as an Eagle Scout, and how they are/were applied to his
childhood and family. It was an interesting way to discuss gay parenting, by using the ideals of the
traditional ‘ American Ideal’, aboy scout. | think it also proves that in Americathere are many waysto
describe family, and not every family who is‘different’ is broken.



The book is easily read and contains many lessons as well as wisdom in dealing with adversity. While this
book may not appeal to everyone, | feel like each person should pick up this or asimilar story to really get
the perspective from the people that gay parenting actually affects... the child/ren in question.

Molly G says

Even when you're already convinced of something, it's always good to keep expanding and refining your
outlook. And sometimesit's just really cool and refreshing to hear/read things, which you may aready think,
expressed incredibly well. Plus, there's always more you hadn't thought of! Wahls's Speech & Debate and
journalism experience show in hiswriting. Well constructed, well thought-out, well founded, and very
engaging. There was amoment in the last third of the book where for some reason | felt myself lose
momentum and wanted to stop reading, but I'm very glad | kept going to the end. (Keep in mind | read an
Advance Reader Copy, which is not quite afinal edit.)

It also makes me want to check out the parenting book he references, even though | don't have kids. Well
done and very welcome!

Kara Thomas says

| first heard of Zach Wahls when his testimony went viral. | learned that he had written this book while
watching The Daily Show. | put acopy on hold for myself from the library and | must say that it had the
fewest amount of holds for any book that | have requested after seeing it on the Daily Show. | must say that |
agree with him that one day | think my son's generation will wonder what the big deal was about allowing
gay'stheright to marry--just as | now do about segregation or interracial marriages. Even though, | have
been open to the idea of gay marriage, 1'd had strong feelings on their ability to raise a child, especialy in the
conservative Midwest. This book really made me challenge my thinking. It was well thought out and
presented in avery logica manner. Sometimes the writing felt redundant, but | guess that is because at the
heart of his argument, there was just one solid reason that he kept returning too. | challenge you to read this
book and see how it makes you react as well.

Zoe says

| want to make it clear: | think Zach Wahlsisagreat guy. He' s smart, articulate, brave, and endearing. He's
got agreat sense of humor and a nice, hard jawline. He would undoubtedly wipe the floor with me in any
kind of serious debate, so I'm hoping | never find myself in one with him. That said, | have some problems
with the paradigm of hisbook, My Two Momes, in which he shares stories about his childhood in a home
with leshian mothers, Terry and Jackie.

Their family’s story is moving and Zach tellsit beautifully and simply. Terry wanted children but didn’t
have a partner, so she got pregnant twice with the same sperm donor and had a boy, Zach, and, afew years
later, agirl, Zebby. She faced several challenges, not just as aleshian mother but as a single mother (for
example, the local newspaper initially refused to run the announcement of Zach's birth in 1991 because she
was an “unwed mother”). She met Jackie afew years later; they fell in love and had atraditional gay



commitment ceremony with afrustrating lack of legal bearing. Terry was diagnosed with MSin 2003,
several years before she and Jackie were legally wed in lowa. This meant that they faced humiliating hurdles
in medical offices, including an excruciating night in the ER when doctors refused to listen to Jackie's
recommendations for Terry’'s treatment.

So, what’ s my problem with this awesome, wholesome family overcoming the odds through love and faith?
Read therest of my review here.

Sara says

Fair warning: | am biased. | know this author. He babysits my kids. He even mentions he was supposed to
babysit for us the night he went to speak at the lowa House (on page 203). He is awesome and | hope he
always connects with my kids and is someone they aspire to be like.

What | LOVE about the book itself isthat he digsinto hislife experience with hisfamily and illustrates the
"vaues' hisfamily has. It is beautiful. It gives me hope. And | truly hope his new campaign "Out to Dinner"
works. | signed up, but am very unsure of who to invite as | livein atown where | truly do not know alot of
conservatives...

Anyway, the other thing | really love about the book is at the very end he "debates’ common arguments
against gay marriage. And every single one of them made so much sense to me. | hope this book can change
some minds. Especially in that he proves that giving gay couples their full rights to marry and be equal, does
not detract or infringe on anyone else's marriage/family.

John says

| really enjoyed this book. | love hearing peopl€e's stories and Zach definitely had a story to tell. Heisvery
insightful for someone his age and does a great job putting his thoughts to paper. Thisisthe story of Zach
Walls who was raised by lesbian parents and through stories from hislife heillustrates how he was raised
with a good value system.

As another reviewer stated Zach does often interrupt one story to tell another one, from some other timein
hislife, and then return to the original story. Thisdid not bother me as| think like thistoo at times. Also his
writing is very good and easy to follow even during these pointsin his book.

The last page of the chapter section of his book contained one of many examples of how he tackles this
subject very well. | have included it below.

"Opponents will often talk about the struggle and challenges that children of gay couples have to go through.
I will say only this: We have to go through those challenges because you put us through them. We only have
to experience that pain because you insist on inflicting it. By trying to tell usthat there that thereis
something wrong with gay marriage, that there is something wrong with families led by gay couples, you
create something wrong - you become the source of our pain."



Sam says

Objectively, | should give this book 4 stars: 5 for content, 3 for writing and pacing, but I'm letting my heart
have the lion's share of the vote on this one.

First, my quibbles: the author uses the 12 principles/character traits he learned in Boy Scouting to talk about
his upbringing and civil rights for gays. The problem is that he jumps all over the place chronologically, and
itisvery hard to keep track of what elseis going on in hislife at certain junctures. For example, he talks
about wrestling with his mom's wheelchair on a blistering hot day, losing his temper, and being ashamed of
himself; then, afew paragraphs later, he talks about his moms trying to keep her illness a secret from the
kids. He refers a bunch of times to the difficulty that Tall Mom (loveit!) had with her second pregnancy, but
never tellsthat story. Perhapsit wasn't histo tell (Zebby, write abook!), but then don't refer to it at all.

However, | gavethis 5 stars because | loved it. He makes all the arguments about marriage between two
consenting adults being aright that isingrained in our constitution, and then talks about how children of
strong character are nurtured in aloving marraige, no matter what the gender or orientation of the parents
may be. <3

Carly Drake says

Written by Zach Wahls, the son of alesbian couple from lowa, this book paints a picture of Zach's
upbringing as an attempt to show the world (1) that his moms' sexuality had no bearing on his character, and
(2) that he turned out just fine.

Let mejust say that gay marriage is absolutely a non-issue to me. I'm on board. Let everybody get married
already.

But this book was really awful. | read it in ahurry because | couldn't even handle the first page, but was
committed to finishing it because it was a book club selection. I'll give you three - admittedly catty - reasons
for my discontent:

1. Thetone - The author wants to show you what a stand-up dude he's become, but ends up sounding really
arrogant. | don't know how many times he reminded us that he's an Eagle Scout, but it was enough to make
me queasy. | also know - once again, because he reminded me many times - that he has great grades, was
accepted to prestigious colleges across the country, was on the debate team in high school, and is a hit with
the ladies.

2. The "preaching to the choir" factor - | don't think the author really addressed his audience properly. I'm
assuming that, like other readers, | picked up the book because | am in support of marriage equality. | can't
see non-supporters jumping at the chance to read this book, but that's just me. Anyway, "My Two Moms"
seemed to be repeatedly hitting me over the head with the same justifications for his cause, which got stale
pretty quickly. | was looking for more than this, and was disappointed when the gist of the book didn't stray
far from it (isthat wrong of me?). My boyfriend, who is also reading this book, suggested that Zach's mom
Terry's battle with MS was more interesting than alot of the other stuff.



3. The unnecessary lifetips - This book is structured around Boy Scout values, such as kindness, cleanliness,
and bravery. Because this guy'slife was indeed so normal, | believe he ran out of things to say and decided
to give me lectures on having regular showers and keeping a good credit score. | felt like he wastrying to
teach me al these extralife lessons, and it was confusing and irritating.

| will say that this book needed to be written. It's an extremely important subject matter, and one | think the
author handed with reverence and care (two more Boy Scout values!) but | wish it had more substance and
less fluff/cheese. Sorry, Zach. | am in support of your cause, but can't really stand behind your writing.

Steve Fox says

This book is by the young man who was a Y ouTube sensation after testifying before the lowa legislature
about being raised by two moms - in support of same-sex marriage. He has a great story. The book doesn't
captureit aswell as hisvideo - part of what makes his story great is that he's this tall, handsome, white, well-
spoken young man in support of something that is all too often stereotyped. He busts al those stereotypes. A
great message, but the book could do a much better job of telling the story. Many will like this book simply
because it is by Zach Wahls. I'm not as impressed with this one.

Heidi Gonzalez says

| was moved when | saw Zach Wahls address the lowa Judiciary Committee it was hard to believe he was
only 19 years old. Wahls book is about his family. Growing up with two moms and how although he doesn't
have anything to compare it to he thinks it wasn't too much different than the way alot of kids grow up. Sure
there were times when he was picked on, or bullied because his family was different and there were times
when he hid that he had two moms because he didn't want to be seen as different, not that he was
embarrassed by them he just wanted to fit in at that moment.

One of my favorite quotes of the book was "I'm not gay, but | know how it feelsto be in the closet." Thisis
such a profound statement. He has a unique perspective on what gay people deal with on adaily basis. He
has seen his parents struggle for basic rights. But this book isn't just about having two moms, its about being
agood person. Its about standing up for yourself but not at the expense of someone else. Its about opening
your heart and your mind to differences and being open to listen. He may not change your mind on gay
marriage or even gay parenting but | would find it hard to believe that anyone could say that this boy wasn't
raised by two very loving parents who instilled in him an amazing value system, and taught him to appreciate
the differences in everyone, even those you may not agree with.

Victoria says

A young man gives more than a glimpse into his family life comprised of two moms and a younger sister.
His moms used a parenting book on values by the Mormon couple Linda and Richard Eyre to help lead
discussions at dinner time on what was expected of their children and why. His moms were also active in the
cub and troop level in scouting where Zach achieved the rank of Eagle. He points out that his family islike
any other where the struggle, love, and try to be good citizens.

Zach also points out that the U.S. Supreme Court in the unanimous ruling of Loving V. Virginia, that



marriage is one of the "basic civil rights of man". So being able to marry the person you chooseisacivil
rightsissue.

| liked his statement, "Y our god may very well tell you that marriage is only between a man and awoman
and that homosexuality is an abomination, but thisis not atheocracy." And alittle further on the same page,
"...if the church can push its morality onto the state, the state will certainly inflict its morality onto the
church.”

He also has a separate section in the back for frequently asked questions and one with The Debate and the
responses.

He does awonderful job representing his family.




