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Teenager Luke Mullen is missing. He was last seen by schoolmates getting into a car with an older woman,
and it is unclear whether he has disappeared voluntarily or been abducted. " Police looking For the boy are
pretty certain they are dealing with a missing-persons case. The son of aformer police officer. Luke has no
history of being out of touch, no track record of truancy or misbehavior. And they know that the longer heis
missing, the more likely he isto turn up dead. Then the videotape arrives..." "On special assignment,
Detective Inspector Tom Thorne searches desperately for the boy and for anyone who might have a grudge
against him or his father, former detective Tony Mullen. As someone responsible for convicting many tough
villainsin histime, Luke'sfather is asked to list afew potential suspects. But it is the names Mullen carefully
omits from the list that intrigue Thorne. Has Mullen simply forgotten about the criminal who threatened
him? Is he so distraught in the emotional trauma of his son's disappearance? Or is he hiding something?'
"When the kidnapper demonstrates, shockingly, that he is not reluctant to kill, Thorne knows he does not
have the luxury of time. He must dig hard and deep into old cases and past lives. He learns that secrets are as
easily hidden as bodies, and that even if Luke Mullen is till alive, making assumptionsiis the quickest way
to get him dead and buried."--BOOK JACKET.
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From Reader Review Buried for online ebook

Richard says

6.5/10
Thiswasn’'t as good as some of the others|’ve read in this series. Thorneis agreat character and can hold his
own with some of the other detectivesin a saturated market. However the storyline for thisone didn’t grip

me and at times | was a bit absent minded which hasn’t happened in this series beforehand.

The kidnapping of a child was a sidestep from the usual murder case Thorne getsinvolved in but that is
eventually sorted out with bodies soon dropping like flies.

I would have preferred more of Hendricks and Holland in this outing as the relationships Thorne has with
them is an interesting dynamic to the series.

Not one of his best but worth reading if you’ ve got that far into the series.

If you like thistry: “Faceless Killers’ by Henning Mankell

Kevin says

Billingham has written another Tom Thorne novel that draws the reader into Thorne's world. It sometimes
seems that Thorne, alover of American country music, lives alife that could be a country song - except he
doesn't have a dog or a pickup truck. Thorne's world continues to be a noire version of a police procedural
novel.

After Thorne's last outing which ended with him being relegated to a desk job buried in paperwork, Thorne
gets seconded to a special unit to work on a kidnapping case. With Thorne involved it ends up being much
more than aroutine investigation. Billingham brings back the usual cast of Thorne's mates and thisisan
interesting read that will hold the reader'sinterest until the last line.

Dan says

After two rather different cases for Thorne, this oneis back to being a more typical "whodunnit"”. It starts off
with the kidnap of a policeman’s son but actually the plot soon becomes much more complicated. The paceis
slow to begin with and then there's a huge twist nearly half way through that livens things up. As ever with
the Thorne books, thisis more than just the one case going on. There's another case which isloosely linked
and then all the personal storylines. Thorne is till getting over the events at the end of The Burning Girl,
Kitson istrying to recover her career and Hendricks is having arocky patch with his boyfriend. Also new
character Porter adds an element of possible romance for Thorne which | imagine we shall see more of asthe
seris progresses. It's all thislittle storylines that add to the experience and why the Thorne books are gritty
and more redligtic than other crime books. Ancther great read and | look forward to reading Death M essage!



NB: Be aware though that thetitle is such aloose connection to the plot it's unreal. Don't expect anyone to be
be buried alive or anything!

Jill Hutchinson says

Another of those books where the main protagonist has so many problems of his own that they interfere with
his job as a DI on the murder squad. He is always on the verge of being suspended and has few, if any,
friends. Spare me all the angst and just give me a good mystery that makes me wonder "who dunnit".

Two major crimes are being investigated in this book #6 of the Tom Thorne series...a kidnapping of the
teenage son of aretired DCI and the subsequent murder of the kidnappers. It appears that the murderer now
has the kidnap victim but no ransom demand is forthcoming. Is the boy still alive and why has he been
taken? It is agood premise but becomes overly complicated as the story progresses. Additionally, there are
enough characters involved to populate a small town, most of whom come and go without adding much to
the plot.

This book hasits moments and is enough to keep one interested. But the problems that | had noted above are
enough for meto give it alower rating than it may deserve.

Cornmaven says

Thiswas my first Billingham novel, and | loved it. Very British, with that wry sense of humor sprinkled in.
Billingham writes very intelligently; you can't skim the story like you can with the work of some other
mystery writers.

The story centers around the kidnap of the son of an ex-palice chief, with other crimes being connected to it
as either red herrings or contributory. Tom Thorne, the recurring detective, of course has flaws, including not
being loved by the upper management. In this novel he works with new police personnel, but has along time
friendship with a coroner, who happens to be gay. This reminded me alot of Jonathan Kellerman's
partnership of Milo Sturgis and Alex Delaware.

The resolution has a couple of nicetwiststo it, one which | didn't see coming.

Very enjoyable, and | would read more of Billingham.

Susan says

Thisisthe sixth Tom Thorne novel and, as always, things are not going well for our country music loving
detective. It is six months since Thorne went undercover amongst London’s homeless and heis still being
side-lined. However, when pressure is put upon his superior officer to help with the kidnapping of aformer
Detective Chief Superintendent’s son, Thorne is unceremoniously loaned to the kidnap unit. Alongside D.I.
Louise Porter, Thorne is sent to discover who is holding sixteen year old Luke Mullen, who was seen getting
into a car outside his prestigious North London school.



One of the thingsthat | have to admit appeal to me about this series, isthat they are set in the part of London
where | live and there is much that is familiar. | recognise the London Mark Billingham writes about and the
people who populate his books. Of course, the kidnapping case is not going to be easy to solve, especialy
when things are complicated by Luke' s location being moved. Along the way, there is the case of a previous
murder — racially motivated — and the chief suspect being aboy at Mullen’s school. There are also questions
asto why the father of the kidnapped boy did not give a very comprehensive list of people who may have
had a grudge against him and the reasons he retired at almost the same time as a previous child sex offender
vanished from sight...

Like all the Thorne books, thisis comprehensively plotted and realistic. Thorneis not an action hero — but a
disgruntled, weary man, coping with personal problems and a bad back. There are familiar characters that we
have come to know, including Dave Holland and Y vonne Kitson, and they help flesh out the storyline. This
is certainly aseriesthat | intend to read on with and it has become one of my favourites.

Best Crime Books & More says

I am slowly catching up with this seriesand | feel like the more | read of them the more | enjoy them. Thisis
largely down to Tom Thorne as a character! | love the fact that Thorne is adisgruntled and weary copper that
had his own strange personality quirks. In addition | love how hisfather is still alarge part of hislifeand is
written in as dialogue when Thorne is battling with many questions. Since Torne's last outing which saw him
on the streets Undercover, he is being pushed aside hence the move to the kidnap unit. This|atest instalment
sees teenager Luke Mullen go missing. Luke' s father also happens to be aformer Police Officer which
makes the case alot tougher than usual.

In addition to Thornes colleague Holland we now meet DI Louise Porter who makes for some very
interesting reading and interaction with Thorne. As usua these Billingham books are so easy to read and
seeing as they are set in my neck of the woods, it's always great to have a sense of familiarity asthey are set
in and around South London. All the necessary requirements are there with book 6, with plenty of suspense,
and dramaaswell as characters | seem to have grown attached to.

| feel like thereis still so much more to come with Tom Thorne and now I’ m nearing the halfway mark, | am
even keener than before to get up to date and find out what’ s happening with Thorne and his colleagues. This
isacracking seriesand it’ s easy to see why he has such afollowing. Looking forward to book 7 and would
definitely recommend this series!

Craig Sisterson says

With Buried, his sixth DI Thorne novel, Billingham eschews the grisly serial killers of his early work, and
turns his storytelling talents to the tale of missing teenager Luke Mullen, who unknowingly finds himself at
the centre of an elaborate spider-web of historic secrets and present-day fears. On specia assignment to the
Kidnap Unit, beleaguered DI Thorne finds his desperate search for the boy, son of aretired DCI, complicated
by an unpredictable kidnapper, Mullen snr trying to steer the investigation away from certain |eads, tenuous
links with aracially-motivated murder, and Thorne's unresolved grief over the fiery death of his own father.



Once again Billingham delivers crime fiction of paramount quality, tightly weaving a gripping plot amongst
an authentic world of multi-layered characters and well-evoked setting, with an undercurrent of social
commentary bubbling beneath. Billingham’ s early excellence saw him compared to all-time greats of the
crime genre. The quality of books such as Buried means others should now be compared to him.

Alan Cotterell says

Not sure what happened, first part was very good then some sort of twist occurred, and either | missed the
point or there wasn't one. Because little of it made sense. Fortunately | know that the series doesimprove a
lot!

Joan says

Thiswas my first Billingham.

| had ahard time "getting into" this one and also a hard time sticking with it until the end, but, once | actually
got to the end, | decided that | liked it. One problem with the narrative is that there are avery large number
of similar charactersthat don't have alot of on-page time, and it's hard to keep them straight. When
Billingham finally revealed the name of the kidnapper, | could not remember exactly who the guy was and
when we had last encountered him.

I'd be interested in hearing from Goodreads friends who have read Billingham what they think of him.

Sharon says

Not his best. | love Marks style of write and his character Thorne however this story of a kidnapping was too
long and drawn out. Not my favourite hence my rating of three stars.

Spuddie says

Sixth in the DI Tom Thorne mystery series. The teenage son of aformer cop is kidnapped, but oddly enough
there's no ransom note and some question as to whether it was a true kidnapping or whether Luke Mullen
voluntarily went off. Thorne, still in trouble with his boss and recovering from events in the last book, is
seconded to a small team working with the kidnapping squad working on the case.

As Thorne investigates and looks into the whereabouts of the list of people with grudges against Tony
Mullen, Luke's father, he notices the conspicuous absence of a name mentioned by his old friend who works
the cold case squad, and investigation into that person starts touching off some red flags. Why hadn't Mullen
included the name on hislist, and why hadn't his boss added the name when shown Mullen's list? Thorne
thinks something is being covered up and is aiming to find out what.



It has been a couple of years at |east since | read the previous book in this series, mostly because I'd found
Thorne's "bad boy rebel cop" personato become mildly boring and predictable regardless of what stupid,
outrageous things he did. He hasn't changed! LOL The book is well-written, well-plotted with some
interesting twists that | didn't see coming at all, and while | actually like some of Thorne's secondary
characters, | find Thorne hasn't changed much from hisirritating old self. | absolutely loved the first couple
of books in this series, but while | liked the rest of them, | think | will have to continue to leave months/years
between reading each one.

Thom Swennes says

This book, first published in 2006 is the sixth in Mark Billingham’s Tom Thorne series. Detective | nspector
Tom Thorn is assigned to investigate the disappearance of a sixteen year old boy. | have read crime and
police detective novels from all over the world and have noticed a great (and very difficult to describe)
difference between British and American stories. Since most of the stories deal primarily with the subject of
murder, | can only assume the differences liein the details. This assumption if true (and | believeit is) make
American novels, in the general rule, slightly more interesting and readable than their British counterpart.
Thissaid, | must also say that thisis my introduction to both Mark Billingham and Tom Thorne. | don’t find
the story as intriguing and captivating as those written by his American contemporaries. | giveit three stars
and think it deserves every one.

Jen says

This book sucked. It was too slow paced, too boring and there were far too many under devel oped characters
with similar names to keep track of. | think this would have been agood read if it was about 200 pages
shorter. It'saflabby novel.

Thetitle/ blurb didn't seem to match the contents of the book really at al, and | felt like even the 'exciting
bits were dull enough that | could set them down, go make a cup of tea and then carry on. Perhaps | should
just give crime thrillers based in London a miss... the bureaucracy annoys me. (Having said that, LyndaLa
Plante can deliver.)

*gpoiler below*

| was utterly annoyed at the way the killer was finally revealed. The police find out who it is, talk about them
in vagueries for 20 pages or something without mentioning their name, and then when finally the nameis
revealed, | haven't got a clue who that was because the character got about 3 pages coverage 300 pages
earlier. It'slike saying "surprise the guy who cleans the windows did it"!!!

| did enjoy the sub-plot about the hunt for the perpetrator of aracialy motivated killing though. That was
clever and had a small crew of worthwhile characters involved. Billingham should have stuck with that and
given therest amiss.




lan Mapp says

Thatsit for the series, I'm afraid. | have plodded on with these pedestrian stories for five years. | have gone
from being mildly entertained to downright bored and this one fits into the latter desciprtion. | vaguely
enjoyed the last one and the new series on Sky (which is also rubbish) has re-kindled my enthusiam.

| read / have read a number of UK crime series - rebus for the locations, banks for his musical tastes, Cooper
for the relationship with fry but Di Thorne is the most boring character in the world. | am about 6 booksin

and | couldnt give aflyine one what happens to him.

Aswell asweak characterisation, this story goes nowhere. Something to do with a kidnapped son of an ex
copper. 400 painful pages later and | dont know or care, who or why.

A waste of 8 days when there is so much good fiction out there.




