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In the late summer of 1472, medieval physician and apothecary Kathryn Swinbrooke is summoned to
investigate yet another puzzling situation in Canterbury. She is appointed by the Archbishop as Advocatus
Diaboli-the Devil's Advocate-to argue against the beatification of Roger Atworth, afriar in the Order of the
Sack and the confessor of Dame Cecily of Y ork, King Edward's mother. Atworth has died under mysterious
circumstances, and there are rumors afloat of miraculous happenings surrounding his body. At the same
time, an infestation of rats has begun to afflict Canterbury. Never in the history of the city has such an
invasion occurred, and the topic is one everyone's lips.

Meanwhile, when Kathryn begins asking questions at the friary about Atworth's death, she discovers that the
logical explanation is murder, not a miracle. His involvement with Cecily may have brought about his
demise, and Kathryn suspects a link between his death and that of an English spy outside the friary. With the
murderer still on the loose, what began as a search for the town'sills becomes instead Kathryn's pursuit of a
killer.
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Sarah Hearn says

| wish Paul Doherty (aka C.L.Grace) would write some more Katherine Swinburne novels. | haven't read
onein awhile so I'd forgotten how much | enjoyed them. And it’s nice to have a principal character whois
an intelligent woman with her own skill sets, and who has earned the respect of her community.

Kathy says

Thiswas my first book featuring Katheryn Swinbrooke and | enjoyed it very much. Because of Goodreads
recommendations | had recently tried books from other series written by this author under his name Paul
Doherty...liking one and not the other. Since | liked this book so much | will revisit Doherty's other series
after | polish off al the Swinbrooke books. I know | will continue to like these!

Georgia Lengyel says

| was quite surprised that Grace (Doherty) used another closed room mystery. Thismakes 3 in arow. A very
complicated story but well written with an easy flow.

Michele bookloverforever says

| enjoy the main character in these series of mysteries set in the time of the Y orkist King Henry 1V> Sheisa
local healer and herbist. She also has a boarder, Colum, an Irish mercenary now in the employ of that king.
They are in love. the problem? Kathryn has a husband: is he still aive or was he killed fighting for the
Lancasters? The archbishop has a problem: one of the local monks has died and there is amove to begin the
process of sainthood. He appoints Kathryn to be devil's advocate and promises to seek the truth about her
husband. Kathryn finds out the monk was murdered. They find the reason for the murder and the murderer.
The archbishop tells her he has found her husband, her late husband , dead and buried. Kathryn & Colum are
betrothed in a ceremony. The history of the timesisinteresting and quite fascinating in and of itself.

Kelly Martin says

When ever | am finding it hard to get a good book | turn to Paul Doherty. Her always manages to hit my
mystery sweet spot. This book did not let me down. A good read.

Kathy Davie says



Using Kathryn's medical skills, she and Colum make a good team investigating the mysteries of medieval
Canterbury. Fascinating look into the lifestyle and politics of the time along with the influence religion plays.
Thisisabuy...

Karen says

Written under one of the many pseudonyms of Paul Doherty, the Kathryn Swinbrooke seriesis one of my
favorites of his and one of the best historical mystery series around. Apothecary and physician Kathrynis
appointed Devils Advocate in the canonization of a newly dead friar in Canterbury. As she unravelsthe
mystery of his death, more occur, engaging the very highest levels of the English nobility. Absolutely
fascinating and wonderfully written, adelight at every level. Please, start at the beginning of this series as
several mgjor character themes are resolved.

Martina Sartor says

Una donna medico e speziae nella Canterbury medievale. Una storia di spie alla corte d'Inghilterra, allafine
dellaGuerra delle Due Rose. Adoro.

Jo says

Mediocre medieval murder mystery

Rose Lambert says

Great story

Again | Marvell at the twists and turns this book takes al the while keeping the reader engaged. Marvellous
reading

Robin Mcneely says

fab




