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Palm Beach is known around the world as the most wealthy, glamorous, opulent, decadent, self-indulgent,
sinful spot on earth. With their beautiful 3.75 square-island constantly in the media glare, Palm Beachers
protect their impossibly rich society from outside scrutiny with vigilant police, ubiquitous personal security
staffs, and screens of tall hedges encircling every mansion.

To this bizarre suspicious, exclusive world, New York Times bestselling author Ronald Kessler brought his
charm, insight, and award-winning investigative skills, and came to know Palm Beach, its celebrated and
powerful residents, and its exotic social rituals as no outside writer ever has. In this colorful, entertaining,
and compulsively readable book. Kessler reveals the inside story of Palm Beach society as it moves
languidly through the summer months, quickens in the fall, and shifts into frenetic high speed as the season
begins in December, peaks in January and February, and continues into April.

When unimaginable wealth combines with unlimited leisure time oil an island barely three times the size of
New York's Central Park, human foibles and desires, lust and greed, passion and avarice, become magnified
and intensified. Like laboratory rats fed growth hormones, the 9,800 Palm Beach residents—87 percent of
whom are millionaires—exhibit the most outlandish extremes of their breed.

To tell the story, Kessler follows four Palm Beachers through the season. These four characters—the
reigning queen of Palm Beach society, the night manager of Palm Beach's trendiest bar, a gay "walker" who
escorts wealthy women to balls, and a thirty—six-year-old gorgeous blonde who says she "can't find a guy in
Palm Beach"—know practically everyone on the island and tell what goes on behind the scenes.

Interweaving the yarns of these unfor-gettable figures with the lifestyle, history, scandals, lore, and rituals of
a unique island of excess, The Season creates a powerful, seamless, juicy narrative that no novelist could
dream up.
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From Reader Review The Season: The Secret Life of Palm Beach
and America's Richest Society for online ebook

Cheryl says

Don’t waste your time unless you love a name dropping, petty expose of the Uber rich as they struggle with
vast wealth and extreme boredom. Adultry, plastic surgery, extravagant living, and general unhappiness rein
in this posh ocean side community. The only pro is learning a few statistics about this world renowned
playground of the globe’s privledged few.

J says

Interesting look at life in Palm Beach during the social season. Along with juicy gossip and fabulous parties,
Kessler subtly but repeatedly exposes the underside of their lives (sexual promiscuity, racism and
unhappiness). It made me wonder if I'd want to be part of it all.

Erin says

This one was on a reading list at the library and caught my attention. Curious to see how the other half lives
(especially since I'm currently a poor grad student), I picked it up. Turns out, the other half are more than a
little yawn-inducing. I'm sure Mr. Kessler was trying to play up the outrageous amounts of money and
differences in lifestyles in his stories of fancy parties, private planes, and instilled social standards, but truly,
one can only take so many fawning pages on the Donald before it all begins to blur together. Like many of
the people populating Palm Beach, this book just tries too hard.


