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Those who do not remember family history are condemned to repeat it...Haunted by afailed marriage, a
resentful son left deaf by about of meningitis, and the slow death of her artistic aspirations, Margaret

Y earwood takes refuge in Blue Dog, New Mexico. There, in the shadow of Shiprock Mountain, and in the
unlikely arms of Owen Garrett, she finds the courage to love again, and to be loved. And she comesto
realize that even the most primal wounds scar over and that there's nothing so renewable or so healing as
passion. Thisis abittersweet story of ordinary people who must learn to heal family bonds before they are
permanently severed.
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From Reader Review Blue Rodeo for online ebook

Favolaetavola says

| had the real pleasure of meeting Ms Mapson at areading in Anchorage, Alaskathis summer. UAA had
their first year asa L ow residency format and | went to a public reading while visiting afriend. Ms Mapson
said that "Blue Rodeo" was the work she was most proud of. | went to get it soon after. | had read "The
Wilder Sisters' and her "Bad Girl Creek" series before and was impressed with her characters and their depth
in "Blue Rodeo". While | think her writing is geared toward female emotive more than literary, her voiceis
engaging and entertaining.

Ledie says

Loaned by afriend and read on her recommendation. | enjoyed the setting and the unusual love story,
although thisisn't atype of book that | would generally pick up on my own. | thought the author did a great
job conveying a sense of place and | thoroughly enjoyed the characters. A good read!

Shirley says

| enjoyed this book, as it describes how change happens to us when we open to it--a hard thing to "learn”. |
found the characters and their environments believable and loveable. "Comfortable companionship was ho
substitute for passion." After all.

| appreciated the wisdom about the cycles that life brings us not being good or bad, but events that change

Joyce says

As| read thisnovel, | wished | had read it before reading Owen's Daughter, also by JoAnn Mapson. The key
charactersin this novel continue their livesin the book Owen's Daughter.

The story is set in the fictional town of Blue Dog, New Mexico and revolves around Owen Garrett---a
recovering acoholic who is hiding from the law for a deed he committed in his drinking days, Margaret

Y earwood---a woman who moved to Blue Dog after going through a divorce and having her son become
deaf after a seriousillness, and Peter Y earwood, Margaret's 15 year old son who is going through struggling
with the loss of hearing and the usual adolescent rebellion.

Margaret had at one time had artistic goals but those had pretty much died after her marriage when she gave
up her artistic career.

Mapson is very skilled in devel oping the characters. For much of the book, | detested Peter and decided that
thisintense dislike was a sign of good writing. Her descriptions of the characters and their conversations are
definitely 'down-to-earth’ and humorous at times.

This novel does not have a'they lived happily ever after ending' and there is definitely a feeling that a sequel
might be coming. However, the novel does end on an optimistic note seeing the emotional progress Margaret
has made. Although | did not 'love' this novel, | would still recommend it and felt it was aworthwhile read.



Annie says

Tracy says

A tale of love between acity girl and a country boy. Okay, so they are middle-aged and with a bit of
baggage, but that's what makes it all so much more interesting.

Susan Beecher says

Very enjoyable novel with interesting characters.

Linda says

Thisisthe story of Owen Garrett of Blue Dog, New Mexico and his hew neighbor, Margaret Y earwood.
Margaret is recovering from a divorce, and trying to deal with the fact that her son has become deaf from a
case of meningitis. Owen has secretsin his past too, but as Margaret opens up to Owen about her past life,
thereis still one big thing that Owen won't tell. Margaret’ s reconciliation with her son, Peter, and Owen’s
friendship with Peter, are also threads in this story of aromance that amost works. (The book works, it’s the
romance that’ s iffy.)

Mary Newcomb says

Margaret Y earwood came to Blue Dog NM to be closer to her son as he started at a school for the deaf, but
also to heal from her divorce. The cowboy next door helped with the second part of her agenda but not
exactly inthe way | expected.

Carole Beerssays

This unfolds as a clear, crisp and compelling story of damaged hearts healing each other in arelaxed yet
multilayered New Mexico landscape. The shifting viewpoints between a divorced California mom whao's run
toward her newly deaf son at a private school, and atender yet rugged cowboy shepherd trying to save a



hurting Navajo pal, are set forth seamlessly. Passion of many kinds glances off the pages and finds its way to
the reader's soul.

Carol says

Mapson does an excellent job of transporting you into the location of the story. The day | was reading about
the New Mexico winter | was chilled to the bone, even though it's only September. | love her connection to
the land and how she portrays that in her stories. Her characters are always flawed, sometimes unlovable, but
they tell agood story. Looking forward to reading "Owen's Daughter” now that | know the background of
Margaret, Owen, Peter and Bonnie, and everyone else living in Blue Dog, New Mexico.

(It seemed funny, reading about faxes and other cutting-edge technology from 20 years ago! How soon we
forget!)

Marleen says

Blue Rodeo is an extremely atmospheric read. There's nothing fluffy or light about it, | can guarantee you
that, but it isn't gloomy either. | think JoAnn Mapson’ s writing is beautiful and it demands you to pay
attention. Mapson is not your average romance writer. I'd qualify her more as atalented novelist who, being
awoman of her time, understands the complexity of relations, whether they’ d be between a mother and a son
or between lovers. Mapson writes evocatively about the most basic human emotions and does that in all
simplicity and honesty. She depicts ordinary people that are so genuine that they seem greater than life itself.
There's also something very tactile and sensual about her style.

The story in itself, if you'd read the synopsis, sounds like one in a dozen, but it isn't — far from it - once you
start reading, you'll find thisisthe real deal, it’s bittersweet and full of wisdom right at the fingertips. This
book just pulled mein for its wonderful style and its most amazing characterization. | was very much drawn
by the dynamics between the main characters, Owen, Maggie and her son Peter. Even the secondary
characters; Verbena Y oungblood and Joe Y azzi are true gems.

The ending of this story istruly moving. It's not a classic happy ending, but one filled with faith and hope. |
was extremely gripped by that, and by the imagery that young deaf Peter was finally hearing things with his
heart instead of with hisears. And al | could think of when reaching the last page of this book, isto travel to
Northeast New Mexico, and experience firsthand this earthy/spiritual /wise world this author shared with me.
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Donna says

| realy enjoyed this tale of the southwest. | felt like | was right there with all of the characters. It was a great
story with interesting characters. Even though it wasn't exactly the happy ending that | would have liked, |
did enjoy the resolution. I'd like to see a sequel to this one. Thanks again to Pamela Lynn for lending me this
from your wonderful library.




Brenda says

| have had this book for several years. It crossed my mind a couple times, and | finally dug it out and re-read
it. | think | kept it because | really liked it the first time | read it, but this second time around, | wasn't so
impressed by it. Maybe it spoke to me at that time in my life, meant something | could relate to, but now it
doesn't? I'm not sure. | kind of don't recommend it right now, yet maybe do recommend it just because
something made me hold on to it all these years.

Diana says

Jo-Ann Mapsen is one of my favorite authors. She writes great stories about believable characters. This book
iS no exception.

Maggie moves to Blue Dog to be close to her son. Her son, Peter, recently became deaf after anillness. Heis
attending a school for the deaf there.

Maggi€e's neighbor, Owen, is an interesting character. both Maggie and Owen have had other relationships
(aefter @l they are in their 40's) and are hesitant to become with others.




