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The Cam Jansen books are perfect for young readers who are making the transition to chapter books, and
Cam is a spunky young heroine whom readers have loved for over two decades. Now the first ten booksin
the series have updated covers that bring new life to these perennial best-sellers. Old fans and new readers

will love Cam's cool, modern look!
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Anne says

Thisisthe 1st book in the Cam Jansen mystery series. A man and woman stole diamonds from the jewlery
store. Cam and her friend Eric solve the mystery. | learned never to steal because then you get in trouble.

Maddie

Claudia says

cam and erick went to the mall and they saw in the jewelry store and they saw went one man stolen the
diamonds and cam and erick call the polices mans and they don't know what to do so. the police take who
stolen the jewelry store...

Dolly says
Thisis an interesting story about a young girl with photographic memory who solves a mystery based on her

observations. She's afemale version of Encyclopedia Brown of sorts.

Asamom, | don't like that the youngsters are left alone in the mall to babysit nor that they |eave the area and
put themselves in danger, but thisisjust a story.

On the other hand, | like that Cam is the lead character, providing a strong female role model for young girls.
We will definitely look for other Cam Jansen stories by David A. Adler and Susanna Natti.

Stella Chen says

The following is a confession from Stella Chen:

I've always wanted to be like Cam Jansen. Photographic memory? Heck yes! | thought I'll ace every test in
school and become a detective one day. Unfortunately, that never happened so | have to rely on stupid
studying to get me through school. -le sigh-

Also, please read my review of The Absent Author by Ron Roy to take a peek at my childhood and how |
became The Girl That Loves Mystery Books. http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/...

Nancy Kotkin says

Part of the Cam Jansen chapter book series featuring afifth-grade girl with a"photographic’ memory. These



books are not whodunit type of mysteries, but each story contains a conundrum, which Cam's eidetic
memory helps to solve. The protagonist and her bff are abit old for a chapter book. The books in the series
are all short, (less than 60 pgs each) quick reads. They can be read independently of one ancther, and are
easily understood if read out of order. Published in the 1980s, the books are somewhat dated, mostly in terms
of technology (i.e. cameras requiring film that needs developing, pay telephones in boxes, kids running
around without a cell phone or any way to contact parents/authorities, etc.).

In this book, Cam and her best friend, Eric, catch jewelry store thieves, after the police apprehend and
rel ease the wrong suspect.

Edward Creter says

When the streets get too hot, and crime s at its worst, count on Cam Jansen! She's a twelve-year-young
junior detective with a photographic memory like a steel trap, and a sense of right and wrong which has
trumped and stumped most older male private eyes! Her first adventure has Cam the Camera hanging with
associate (read: BFF) Eric Sutton and Eric's baby brother. Then alowlife happensto run from ajewelry
store...one he just robbed! Then two others are seen as carrying a baby of their own, and arattle....with
suspicious paraphernaliainside! Could they have made off with enough diamonds to stun Liz Taylor herself
into abling-loving coma? It's up to DETECTIVE Cam Jansen to rattle some doors and bring three jewel
thievestojail (since they went to Jared!). Simple? Y eah, right! THERE ISNO THING AS TOO SIMPLE
for Cam Jansen! Come. Join the search! Match wits with the world's second-greatest detective! This girl
(dare we say it?) ROCKS!

Justin Ferrell says

Mystery, 1980

Cam Jansen is ayoung girl with a photographic memory that has a pension for solving mysteries. One day
while waiting in the mall with afriend Eric, they see that there is a commotion at the jewelry store. They see
many different people come running out of the store before the police arrive and Cam learns that the store
has been robbed. Using her excellent memory, Jan recalls that immediately after hearing the alarm she saw a
man with a mustache run out of the store, then ayoung couple with a baby and two older female friends | eft.
All of these people were gone by the time the police arrived and chased after the first man that left. When the
police returned to the store with the man, they were told that he was not the one that stole the jewelry. With
the police thoroughly confused, Cam decides that it is up to herself and Eric to solve this mystery. They
decide to follow the mustached man to a house not far from the mall. Once there, Erica and Cam see that he
is meeting with the young couple from the store. Cam enters the building while Eric looks for the police
officers. After aclose call, Cam discovers that al three worked together to steal diamonds, and Eric arrives
with the police to arrest the thieves.

The Cam Jansen seriesis leveled around the second grade level, but would be a good option for some
students from first grade through fifth. It is difficult to find books for upper grade students that read at a
lower level. Cam Jansen is a good option because it is a short read, but is still entertaining for avariety of
ages. This could a so be agood book to introduce mysteries to younger ages and maybe work with
predictions.



How do you think Cam and Eric feel about needing to watch Eric's little brother? What do you think
happened in the jewelry store? Who do are the suspects? Which do you think stole the jewelry? How are Eric
and Cam similar different? What traits would you use to describe them? How does Cam feel being alonein
the house with the thieves? What about Cam makes her a good detective? What about this story makesit a
mystery?

Evelynn says

When | was younger, perhaps nine or under, | was enamored with this series. | bought another Cam Jansen
book somewhere (probably athrift store) and read it last year. | can see why | really liked them back in the
day, but now | realize that the writing is very much for ayounger audience: very simple sentence structure,
simple descriptions, simple dialog.

If | were to rate this Cam Jansen book (and the others) based on how | viewed them when | was younger,
they would all be 4.5to0 5 stars. But I'm rating them as | see them now, thus the three stars. But | would
definitely recommend this series for mystery lovers 9-12 years old, maybe even younger, depending on the
kid.

Jacqueline M ater na says

Title: Cam Jansen: The Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds

Author: David A. Adler

Illustrator: Susanna Natti

Genre: Transitional Chapter Book

Theme(s): mystery, photographic memory, robbery, jewelry, friendship

Opening line/sentence: “It was the first morning of spring vacation.”

Brief Book Summary:

This book follows Cam Jansen, agirl known for her impeccable photographic memory skills, and her close
friend Eric Shelton as they witness arobbery occur at their local mall’s jewelry store and assisting in
capturing the thieves. Like many transitional chapter books, there were varying pictures that corresponded to
different parts of the story, but nothing too substantial to give the book a better image or different
perspective. In the end, with the assistance of the two young teenagers, and the police, they were able to find
and rightfully accuse and capture the real robbers.

Professional Recommendation/Review #1:

Jessie Grearson (Audiofile, October/November 2003)

The main character in this popular adventure series, Cam Jansen, is a spunky girl with a photographic
memory. She uses her mental pictures ("click!") to solve mysteries. Here, Cam and her friend, Eric, puzzle
over how diamonds were taken from a nearby jewelry store. The capable Christina Moore narrates the tale;
her Cam and Eric are fully engaged in solving this mystery, and other incidental characters (the nice young
couple and an elderly woman) sound authentic, too. Moore creates a strong feeling of suspense that will
capture the imaginations of young listeners, who will collect clues, eliminate suspects, and guess "whodunit”



along with Cam.

Professional Recommendation/Review #2:

Recorded Books (Recorded Books, LLC.)

When Cam and her best friend Eric are interrupted in the middle of the memory game by the alarm bell of a
nearby jewelry shop, they watch the police catch a man running from the scene of the crime. But when the
police find he doesn't have any stolen jewels, they have to let him go. Cam's not so sure the man is as
innocent as he claims. Can her photographic memory provide some clues that the police might have
overlooked?

Response to Two Professional Reviews:

Grearson redlly captures Adler’ s talents used to create an easy-to-read, intriguing, and suspenseful story that
realy differs from different transitional chapter books. She hits on the authenticity of the story, which makes
the story more lifelike and allows children to see this through the glass window, or even potentially step
through the glass door and relate back to things happen in the worlds around them as readers. Additionaly,
both readers include some form of her impeccable memory and how thisis the basis for the story. Again,
something that some readers can relate to, which is areason that these books are so popular amongst readers
who are beginning to transition into chapter books. Reading becomes easier when you are able to relate and
can picture these happening in your own lives. Through this book, readers can start to see similarities
between their lives and even get a different perspective that they might not have thought of without reading
this type of book.

Evaluation of Literary Elements:

Aswe move away from picture books, and into these types of transitional chapter books, it becomes more
evident the different types of literary elements included within the books. While it includes the essentials of a
novel, such as aplot, setting, narrator, theme, etc., it also includes more dialogue than traditional picture
books do. now instead of just seeing the characters within the book, you are able to see, read, and
comprehend the conversations, feglings, and emotions felt by all the characters through their own words.
Additionally, this book begins to capture different pieces of literary techniques like imagery, which can
somewhat be seen in the illustrators, but for the most part, the reader is creating these images within their
mind and seeing it the way they construct and envision it.

Consideration of Instructional Application:

This book focuses on the photographic memory of Cam Jansen and her frequent use of “click!” to remember
different aspects of the mystery and later used to put all the clues together to find the thieves. Because of
this, students can be encouraged to draw out different scenes from the book in a chronical sequence to depict
what happened from the beginning to the end of the book. Essentially, children would be turning this
transitional chapter book into awordless picture book, capturing the most iconic moments and making it
easy to understand and figure out how the robbery happened, how Cam and Eric solved it, and how the book
concludes as awhole. This can be done on multiple pieces of paper and made into their own little booklet or
even set up like agraphic novel.

Rhina Luu says

Okay... Thiswas the shit when | was younger. | was OBSESSED with this series. | just came to America, so
| didn't know jack about English (still don't lol). | was so proud of myself for finished one of these books
with afew hours. Before this, | have only ever read baby books like Clifford the Big Red Dog, so | thought



this book was so longggg (this was before my day of reading HP seriesin aweek...). Also.. Am | the only
one who ship her with her best friend... whatever his name was? | was so sad because they never ended up
together at the end of each book (I'm Asian.. The only book | have ever read before coming to Americais
manga.. and they always ends with kisses...so i thought American would be the same. obv. not).

Sarah M ae says

Asenjoyable as| remember it being as achild. Of course as an adult who has read it before, even though it
was many years ago, | knew the answer right away. | always wanted Cam's photographic memory.

Melissa May says

Jennifer Jansen is her name, but when people find out that she has a photographic memory they begin to call
her Camera, or Cam for short. Cam is aclever, observant, and confident kid. Sheiswith her friend, Eric,
when ajewelry store is robbed. The police catch a man, but something doesn't add up for Cam and Eric, so
they set out to solve the mystery of who stole the diamonds.

These are agreat read for first to third grade students. They're exciting, short chapter books with a quick
mystery and alikable main character. Cam Jansen books can be used to teach inference using the books
clues. Readers can build fluency and accuracy skills and gain confidence as they go through the series. |
could also work prompts and questions into the story to check for comprehension. The short plots can be
summarized by students at that reading level.

Genre-Redlistic Fiction

Michelle Randall says

My youngest daughter is 6 years old an in 1st grade, but her reading level is more on the line of a 4th grader,
which makes finding books difficult. | need to find things interesting and difficult enough to engage her, but
yet sheis till a 1st grader and as such not mature enough for some books.

Last night, she and | sat down to read this book. Now, having been a Literacy Assistant (basically ateachers
aide that taught reading) in our local school for the past two years, | knew that Cam Jansen would be a pretty
good fit. | had taught a number of the Cam Jansen books in my 1st grade high ability reading groups. So |
picked out the first book in the series, always best to start in the beginning | always say.

Although she was not as interested as | wished she had been, she is rebeling against reading at the moment,
which hurts her father and | to no end, as we both are big readers. But at the same time, | know it is a phase
and shall pass, asit has with the other kids. We ended up reading the whole book.

It was a cute story. Loved the main character Cam, or Jennifer Jansen. Thought it was well done to
encourage memory in shildren, they talked about playing the memory game to build your memory. Her best
friend is Eric, aboy, and it was great to see a boy-girl friendship that was exactly that. Too many times on
these supposed preschool and young kids tv shows and books based on the tv shows, they are more about



dating, and who wants their 6 year old thinking about dating!

It's great book for the 1st or 2nd grader in your life.

Josiah says

Cam Jansen's career as a fifth-grade sleuth gets off to afine start in her inaugural adventure, Cam Jansen and
the Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds. Cam isn't a proven veteran of dozens of investigations at this point,
merely abright girl hailed for her unfailing photographic memory, but that gift isin rare form as her first
case ever pops up when she's at the mall with her friend Eric. The caseis challenging, convoluted enough
that the police can't get to the bottom of it, but no detective on the force is as observant as the soon-to-be-
legendary Cam Jansen. Trusting her own instincts and faultless memory, she's about to establish her
reputation as akid detective on par with the very best.

Eric's mother leaves him with his baby brother Howie at the mall for afew minutes on the morning Parker's
Jewelry Storeisrobbed at gunpoint. Seated on a bench with Eric outside the shop in the mall's main corridor,
Cam sees only the commotion after the heist, when a man pushes his way out of the store and runs away.
Other patrons file out moments later, looking dazed and frightened: a man with his wife and baby, a pair of
elderly ladies. The police arrive shortly and go after the man who ran off, but Cam asks questions of the
other people in the store when the holdup occurred. These witnesses should be able to identify the culprit.

The authorities conduct their investigation professionally, but only Cam perceives the situation well enough
to deduce how the jewelry theft really went down and who's responsible. There's no time to alert the cops;
she and Eric must bring the perpetrator to justice on their own, or the bad guy will get off scot-free. It's
Cam'’s debut as a detective capable of solving crimes the police can't, but it might be her last case if she's not
careful about getting involved with armed robbers. Desperate criminals take desperate actions to preserve
their liberty. Can Cam and Eric prove the offenders' guilt and alert the police to come rescue them before the
robbers silence the junior gumshoes permanently?

Easy-reader mysteries are a popular genre, and David A. Adler put together a propitious start to this series
with Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds. The case makes perfect sense, with afew smart
twists | didn't see coming. The solution is simple enough for the earliest readers to grasp, yet with plenty of
pop to keep older kids engaged. The climactic chase is exciting, with the thrill of real danger for Cam as she
eludes capture by villains. Kids who enjoy this book are sure to want more, and there's a whole Cam Jansen
series out for them to find, thanks to the great David A. Adler. | look forward to many more adventures with
Cam Jansen. She sureis abrilliant detective.

Greg says

What does it take to write a successful children's series? 1) Here, we have a character with a photographic
memory, hence her nickname is"Cam." 2) In the first book of this series, she solves a crime using her special
talent. 3) Some, but not all, adults are made to look silly. This specific book is indeed rather clever and far
better than, for example, Dahl's very odd and unlikeable "The Twits'. Oh, and 4) Cam isin the fifth grade
and surely this book was written for perhaps students in the first or second grade, so these children would
look up to Cam, thus children want heroes and heroines. All in all, thereisalot to like here, for my 3-star



rating. I've never tried to write a children's book, but why not? I'm going to read more in this seriesto get a
better understanding of thisfield of literature.




