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Valentina Markasovi? says

Perhaps not so engaging at times, but | still found it very enjoyable, especially having familiarized myself
with Kafka's biography

Ana says

Every piece of Murakami | read from now, | will read with a dlightly deeper frown than before.

Eman Mohamed says
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Dina M .hamdy says

David Williams says

| wasinspired to read Kafka by listening to and unexpectedly enjoying 'Kafkathe Musical' on BBC Radio 4.
| downloaded the David Wyllie trandation of 'The Metamorphosis onto my Kindle for free from Project
Gutenberg, and I'm very glad | did. The situation - man wakes up to find himself transformed into a giant
beetle - must have seemed even more bizarre one hundred years ago than in these strange times; but from
this unlikely premise, and in the space of a modest novella, Kafka provides a wealth of satirical comedy and
pathos. The sdlfless and ultimately tragic hero Gregor Samsa leaves an indelible impression on the reader.
The great sadness of the story liesin the fact that his family seem more concerned with the indelible stains
left by his spoor on the bedroom wall. If, like me, you are late in coming to this great story | recommend you
put it at the top of your to-read pile.

"The Trial' is next for me.

Update: | have now read 'The Trial'. It's more difficult to review than 'The Metamorphosis asit is
fragmented and incomplete, though, strangely, Kafka gave it an ending. In fact, everything is strange about
the book, which is Kafkas intention - it's clear that he wants the reader to feel as disoriented as the 'hero'
Josef K, a successful senior bank official who wakes up one morning to find his lodgings invaded by
secretive policeman, come to inform him he isbeing arraigned for trial for some nameless crime.

We never get to atria as such, only a sort of preliminary hearing. The court and all its officials are housed in
atenement block in a poor part of town, where living quarters and offices of court are merged into one
another or linked by mysterious corridors, some of which seem to open up unexpectedly, like a darker
version of Lewis Carroll's Wonderland. At K's office, too, bizarre scenes and exchanges take place at the
opening of adoor. It all contributes to a sense that nothing is quite what it seems, and everything is menace.
We can't even be sure of K; all we know about him is by his own reckoning, and athough heis, in the early
stages of the book, very pleased with himself there are hints of character traits which are very unpleasant, not
least his lecherous and vaguely misogynistic attitude to women.

The power of the novel comes from K's growing obsession and sense of foreboding about the trial. We see
him gradually disintegrate before us. The more he seeks to know the less he knows. The characters around
him seem at once to know everything and nothing. The threat is claustrophobic and, like his supposed crime,
nameless. The ending that Kafka gives usis ritualised and solemn - perhaps in the way that executions are
universally, whether they be labelled 'legitimate’ or 'illegitimate’. The symbolism is political, but the shiver is



deeply and unforgettably personal.




