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Lt John Holdsworth, an injured veteran from Waterloo, is now steward for a large estate in Scotland.
Catriona Craig is the adopted daughter of Lord Craig, whose only interests lie in growing herbs and healing
people. Can two unlikely friends find healing together? Can he overcome the shadows of his past and accept
her love?
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DeeAnn Christensen says

Another good read.

Another one of Johns good books. Enjoyed the theme of humility that was portrayed as the characteristics of
this family even though they are titled and wealthy. They knew what to do with the plenty they had. Thisis
rare in most novels of this genre. Kudos.

The Doctor's Companion says

Thiswas a short one. It was nice to see what happens for Catriona, who we got to know morein "Into the
Fire" Asthewife of aveteran, it's nice to see members of the military depicted in books like this as real
people, not just brave, hunky guys. A person with layers and depth and pain and joy. A good, quick read.

Ashlee Clayton says

A sweet romantic novella that makes my heart happy. Friendship blossomsinto love. Very good character
development, which makes you just fall in love with each of them!

Annette says

Short, but sweet. | really liked the story. The pacing was a little off, and | was left wondering if | had missed
something several times. However the heroine and hero were both great characters.

Vonda Dastrup says

A good read

Thisisafairly smple story compared to others by Elizabeth Johns. | did enjoy it but not as much as previous
stories.



Alaska Hults says

Sweet Novella

Although it's so brief that | know my enjoyment of it hinged on the fact that | had read all of the books of the
previous generation. It felt like it was wrapping up loose ends while it was telling the short story of a
daughter and one of the many veterans adopted/employed by the previous generation. Again, it was well
enough written, but it's not a full-length novel, nor doesiit stand on its own.

Gordon Saunder s says

Probably most men who lose limbs in war or in any other circumstance do not feel they will be ableto
achieve their *happily ever after.” We make heroic efforts, in this day of prostheses and special therapies, to
enable men and women who are injured in thisway to live anormal life. But 200 years ago, there was a little
of this. The prosthesis was a wooden leg, or awooden hand. But one was still maimed and one still expected
much less from life.

Enter the miraculously counter-culture Lord Craig. A medical doctor and reluctant Lord, he has the capacity
to exercise compassion and vision beyond most of those of histime. This enables him to take in a couple of
young ladies who have become orphaned and homel ess because of afire, and it gives him the attitude that
makes it possible for those girls and for awounded soldier to live lives that are not constrained as they
normally would have been in this society.

Asisthe case in most novels of this sort, the man and woman whom we hope to see come together each have
significant reasons why it is not likely to happen. Johns enables us to accept what will happen having gone
through these serious issues. The culmination is satisfying in a number of ways, most having to do with the
values of family, home, brotherly love, affection, compassion and, of course, romance.

Judy says

Out of the Darkness by Elizabeth Johns

Catriona Craig is the adopted daughter of the previous Doctor Craig, now Lord Craig and hiswife. Gavin
Craig had adopted her along with her sister and brother afew years ago. Catriona doesn't want the London
Season, she's content on their land in Scotland where she can practice her healing skills alongside her father.

John Holdsworth had more than he ever thought possible. After surviving Waterloo, minus afew limbs, he
not only was alive but didn't end up on the streets. And these past years he was able to be a steward for Lord

Craig. He was blessed so he wouldn't feel sorry for himself that he'd never have afamily and marriage.

I love how the author brings the charactersto life. It's so easy to fall in love with John. And Catriona has
such ahig heart. Loved it.

Many of these characters were first introduced in the Loring-Abbott series. The Series of Elements series



book one; Through the Fire, isthe Craig's story and the adoption. | have enjoyed all of the books.

http://justjudysjumbles.blogspot.conv...

Elizabeth says

Excellent period novel.

Excellent novel with historical accuracy. Thereisliterary licence taken with the father's acceptance of a
unmarried virgin daughter attending men and births. But the story, characters, and setting is wonderful.

Nicole Laverdure says

Reviewed on May 30th
Beautiful introduction to the Descendants series!

Out of the Darkness, nicely written by Elizabeth Johns, is the touching and romantic story of two beautiful
souls! | love stories of war veterans because they are often written with lots of emotion, and this was the case
for this sweet and short novellal

It tells the story of John, a veteran from the Waterloo war and Catriona, a healer and a young woman with a
gentle heart. John has come back from the war, a bruised man physically and emotionally. Catriona and her
younger sister were orphans adopted by Lord Craig, a doctor and his wife. While helping her new father, she
discoversthat she needsto help people with herbs and decides to become a healer. Meanwhile, John returns
from war and he' s asked to work for Lord Craig, where he meets and falls in love the moment he sees
Catriona. Asthey spend more time together, their new friendship will evolve to a beautiful loving
relationship. Beautiful chemistry between those two gentle souls!

Great characters, intriguing plot and perfect setting, making this novella so romantic! 1'm looking forward to
read the next book, After therain.

CJ says

Solid enjoyablelove story

A nice afternoon read either at the beach or by the firein arainy day. Nice character development. It'sa
clean love story that will leave you with aHEA.. Enjky!




Patti says

"Out of the Darkness' is anovella, another investment in the continuing story of afamily of characters
created by author Elizabeth Johns. | have read them all and enjoyed each one, some more so than others. |
read this quickly and am now engrossed in her newest "After the Rain".

This story follows Catriona Craig, the adopted daughter of Lord Craig. Sheis ayoung lady that has no |ofty
goals of society and spends her time fascinated with the garden of healing herbs and plants. Lord Craig is
also Dr. Craig, awell respected practicing physician. Catriona has always been interested in medicine and
has gleaned much from her father.

Their neighbor is Lt. John Holdsworth, a permanently injured veteran from Waterloo. He is productive and a
steward for the estate but has mental issues because of his missing aleg and an arm. Catriona and John have
an attraction, but he has written himself off asless than worthy of any female. Thusthetaleis set...

It'sasweet story. | would giveit four stars but the mouthful of the name “ Catriona’ was an irritating
stumbling block in my reading, so | gaveit three instead. (Even a nickname of “Cat” would have helped!)
Still, i’ s akeeper in my personal library and Elizabeth Johns an author up there among my favs.

My suggestion isreading all these family connected books in order, as they will make the story fluency most
enjoyable.

Lily says

Pleasant novella length story about an injured war veteran and an innocent orphan. While there are many
sweet moments in this novella, the characters were not developed enough and it was too tame for my liking.

Rachel Di says

Nice book.

Thiswas a nice addition to the rest of the series. | somehow missed this one, when | thought | was going in
order. This did seem shorter than the others, but it was nice anyway. Short and sweet.

Richelle ?? says

| love a story that has a broken war hero find love when they feel they never would because of their external
and internal scars. Most in high society treat them as monsters, and | always find that sad and demoralizing
when they've sacrificed so much fighting against Napolean. Thisis a sweet story of 2 people fighting their
own inner demons who are lucky enough to find genuine love. Catriona was orphaned when a carriage
accident killed both her parents. She has had a fear of carriage rides ever since. John survived the battle of
Waterloo, but was badly wounded.
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