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Workaholic attorney Samantha Sweeting has just done the unthinkable. She’s made a mistake so huge, it’ll
wreck any chance of a partnership.

Going into utter meltdown, she walks out of her London office, gets on a train, and ends up in the middle of
nowhere. Asking for directions at a big, beautiful house, she’s mistaken for an interviewee and finds herself
being offered a job as housekeeper. Her employers have no idea they’ve hired a lawyer–and Samantha has
no idea how to work the oven. She can’t sew on a button, bake a potato, or get the #@%# ironing board to
open. How she takes a deep breath and begins to cope–and finds love–is a story as delicious as the bread she
learns to bake.

But will her old life ever catch up with her? And if it does…will she want it back?
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From Reader Review The Undomestic Goddess for online ebook

Dija says

After reading several books by Kinsella, the only major complaint I have is that the endings are extremely
unsatisfying. She builds up the character development and story so, so well, only to have it all end just shy of
the perfect HEA. The first thought I usually have after finishing her books is, "Wait, what? That's it?"

More than in Kinsella's other novels, this factor is impossible to ignore in The Undomestic Goddess.
Samantha comes a long way from being a lawyer-zombie to a content housekeeper, but that change isn't
really explored as much as I would have expected. It's like as soon as SK decided she'd placed her characters
exactly where she wanted, she lost all interest in finishing their story properly.

In addition, Nathaniel should have played a bigger role in the book. Honestly, I felt a little cheated by the
"romance". All the hints are there, but most of the scenes between the two MCs are simply skimmed over
and told in retrospect.

Overall, I liked reading The Undomestic Goddess, but I would have enjoyed it a lot more if there had been
more story and less narration. This book doesn't leave any lasting impression, but it's still a fun read as long
as you keep your hopes low.

2.75/5 stars

For more reviews, visit my blog.

Cait • A Page with a View says

I keep reading Sophie Kinsella books because they're such a light, fast read and everything's so upbeat. But
I'm also starting to get annoyed at how the main characters LIE SO MUCH. Most of their problems would be
gone if they could just tell the truth. And the guys are always like "oh that's totally fine nbd" when
everything comes out in the end.

Samantha loses £50 million in her job as a lawyer, so she flees to the countryside and accidentally gets a job
as a housekeeper. She somehow is unable to cook absolutely anything besides toast and can't do laundry or
clean... so some funny scenes ensue as she tries to cover her lies. She meets a cute guy and lets him believe
she's fleeing an abusive relationship (WHY why omg why is the truth so hard) and both of her worlds
eventually collide.

The only character I really loved was the guy's mother who taught Samantha to cook. Otherwise I wasn't
super into the story, but it was still entertaining.



Sky says

True rating: 3.5 stars

So lately, every book I pick up feels too heavy and serious and I just want a light-hearted laugh. So Haley
recommended I read this book, which is exactly what I need. Although I had a few problems with this book,
I enjoyed it immensely.

The undomestic Goddess follows a 29 year old Lawyer named Samantha, who from the age of 12 was so
focused on her career and going to the next level, she forgot how to live. Samantha is a workaholic, a
perfectionist, so used to never making mistakes that when she does she takes the first train she sees without
caring where it’s heading, and ends up as a domestic worker. And from there the story unravels.

This is the type of book you’d throw a blind eye at all the flaws just for the sheer pleasure of reading it. I
enjoyed the slight humour and characterization in this book. And although I found it a bit unrealistic that a
29 year-old living alone doesn’t even know what’s a vacuum cleaner, I still laughed when she was trying to
adapt into her new job as a housekeeper.

I have only read Sophie Kinsella’s finding Audrey, which I loved. And hopefully, this isn’t my last read by
her. I’d recommend this book to anyone wanting to read something light and sweet, or is in a reading slump.
And although I felt it dragged a bit in the middle I couldn’t put it down.

Sita says

4.25

This was the first Sophie Kinsella book I ever read and it will remain my favourite. My mum actually picked
this up for me, because she liked the blurb on the back. She would never read this sort of book; she is into
China Meavile, Dan Simmons and Stephen King. Not the sort of stuff I read... At first, I was hesitant, but I
started reading this in the car on the way home and it was addictive. I just could not stop; this book is
romantic, moving with just the right amount of funny (it had a few of those major laugh out loud, cover
mouth with fist moments).

Overall, it was a really good read.

Characters: 9/10
All just hilarious, even the ones I hated had some really funny lines. And the way Samantha talks about
them. Priceless.

Writing: 7/10
It’s chick-lit for goodness sake. It was easy to read and took no brain cells whatsoever.

Plot: 9/10
Interesting, quite original, moves at the perfect pace with the perfect twists along the way. It has an ending



that you would expect but not expect at the same time.

Does that make sense? Oh well. Moving on...

Enjoy-ability: 9/10
A very fun read.

Sara says

This book is one of my favorites. It's simply hilarious. Smart, witty, and romantic.
The switch from sharp lawyer to house maid is genius.
In the plot there's also a hidden agenda that our heroine has to uncover and that keeps the reader on edge.
This is Kinsella at her best.

Funny Quote
"My eye flicks to the figure quoted in bold under Weekly Salary. It’s slightly less than I charged per hour as
a lawyer."

Shannon (leaninglights) says

Actual rating 4.75

What a great read. I really loved this one! No love triangles or weird romances - Nathaniel is a new book
boyfriend. Loved the message in this book as well.

Xanthia says

I must confess... Sophie Kinsella replaced Sarah Dessen and Cecelia Ahern in my top authors. I love how she
writes. I haven't tried the shopaholic series but I've read her three books following that series which are,
Remember Me?, Can You Keep a Secret? and The Undomestic Goddess. All her characters are witty. They
are also serious parts but with the way she writes and the way her characters think are very light. There's also
a mixture of romance in her books which gives her all the more reason to be my favorite author.

Samantha Sweeting is a workaholic. She was trained by her lawyer mother to be a great lawyer and because
of that she dedicated herself in that career. She can't do anything else other than what she's good at which is
to find loop holes and anomalies in other people's statements and legalities. She was the perfect lawyer and
she was about to get a full equity partner ship which was her and her mother's long lived dream for her. With
her IQ in 158 and being the youngest partner to-be and a 500 quid per hour salary she drives herself to be
whom she thought she want to be...

Then again, nobody knows the future for sure. A very impossible thing happened, she lost a 50 million



contract for a company on the day of the announcement of the partnership. She panicked. Her heart raced
and then she fled! Feeling lost and nowhere to go, she gained shelter, love appreciation in a house in Lower
Ebury but as a HOUSEKEEPER... How will she cope up with the chores such as cleaning, laundry and
especially cooking if she was never trained from birth to do any of it? and how the hell can she concentrate if
there was a guy in the garden with glistening skin from sweat, a disheveled hair and a teasing grin???
hahahaha

Tracy says

I was looking for some fluff, something with a sense of humor. This wasn't it. The book blurb makes it sound
like fun. The cutesy-cover makes it look like fun. The tone of the writing make it sound like fun. I found no
fun.

I listened to 75 minutes of the 6.5 hour CD version of the book; during that time I didn't find a character that
I was remotely interested in, nor did I ever crack a smile (even an inward one). Seriously, if you're supposed
to be clever, funny, or even mildly witty, don't you think you ought to put some of that stuff in the first 20%
of the book?

I'm sure someone out there thinks this writer's stuff is hilarious. Wow, I SO did not. ::yawn::

Kerry says

I don't know, I guess I'm not much of a Sophie Kinsella fan. I've read a couple of her "Shopaholic" books as
well as this one, and they just annoy me. Her characters are twits. Even in this one, where the main character
is an intelligent, well-educated, about-to-become-partner Lawyer . . . she's still a twit. I highly doubt I will
subject myself to any further twittery and shall skip her books in the future.

Zoë says

Sophie Kinsella strikes again! Although most of her books deal with both the professional world and
relationships, she has managed to make every story unique and immensely entertaining. Although I didn't
enjoy this novel quite as much as I've Got Your Number, it still immediately sucked me in and wouldn't let
me stop reading until I finished. I think if I hadn't read this right after IGYN (my favorite book by her), I
would have given it a full 5/5 stars, but blame Sophie Kinsella for making her books like candy. I can't just
read ONE and call it a day.
As for the story, I loved how the main character, Samantha, was the high-powered career woman in the
relationship instead of the man, which is seen in most of her other stories (although she does leave the job,
but still). Also, Nathaniel was a total hunky dreamboat and I would like one for my own, please and thank
you.
All in all, I highly recommend it, just like all of her other novels.



Vina says

I look along the endless line, squinting in the sunshine. I’m twenty-nine years old. I
can go anywhere. Do anything. Be anyone I like.
“There’s no rush,” I say at last, and reach up to kiss him again.

Excellent, funny, cute, sweet, romantic, fun...another great Kinsella book!

Laura says

As you’d expect, the story is a sitcom come to life: a work-obsessed attorney loses her job in a dramatic way
and then plunges alone into the countryside à la Jane Eyre, only to wind up being taken in as a housekeeper
by some nouveau riche couple. The twist is. . . get ready. . . she doesn’t know how to cook! Or run a washing
machine! You can imagine the hilarity. In fact, you have to imagine the hilarity, because there isn’t much
written for you. That’s not to say the book isn’t entertaining. It moves quickly, and it ends up validating the
effort and skill involved in keeping house, which I liked. Plus I found the nouveau riche couple to be oddly
engaging. (“Oddly” because they reminded me of Southern caricatures written by someone who didn’t know
any actual Southerners and just created people out of stereotypes — like a hick couple who hits it big in the
tire business and moves into a mansion but doesn’t know to lose the big hair and get grammar. Of course the
characters in this book are English, as is the author, which goes to show that mediocrity knows no
nationality.)

The big flaw is that even though this kind of book is bound to be contrived, it still needs to retain some
believability. I can buy stumbling onto the one house that would take in a stranger (we buy it in Jane Eyre),
finding skulduggery at work, true love next door, and a host of other improbabilities because at least they’re
possible. But our heroine, in disgrace at her law firm, googles herself and finds a million entries about how
she’s become a national lawyer joke; at one point the tabloid press even starts following her “story”! The
problem is that, in reality, lawyers show up on our radar only if we’ve hired them. A criminal defense
attorney may have his day in the sun with a celebrity client, but other than that, who cares? Quick — name a
contract attorney! Anyone?? How about any kind of attorney you don’t know personally? The fact is that
nobody cares if a lawyer loses her firm a lot of money and then becomes a housekeeper; the whole public
ignominy angle is too manufactured even for chick lit. It reminded me of Shopaholic, where a would-be
fashion writer somehow becomes a national figure and then a national scandal. How??? It’s as though Sophie
Kinsella is projecting some deep desire to be in the center of the public stage, holding the nation’s
microphone tearfully in hand. (Actually, I wouldn’t mind that either, but only to rail on the government
power grab and people who talk during movies.) I wonder if her “Oh no! The world is watching me during
my moment of crisis!” fantasy was brought on by too much reality TV, or . . . more likely. . . if reality TV
exists precisely because so many people do have this desire for public display? Chilling thought.

At any rate, that’s probably not enough to condemn the book. It has its moments. And I think if it had been
written differently I would have had patience for the more unrealistic aspects. However, the style was so
aggressively breezy that it became wearisome. The author should have put more effort into creating a story
that holds together and less time trying so desperately to be witty.

Mercy — three paragraphs on a Costco paperback!



Mimsey Thompson says

I read Kinsella's "Confessions of a Shopaholic" last year and enjoyed it very much. Since then, I haven't
found the time to read her sequels, but recently, I picked up "The Undomestic Goddess" from the library and
started reading. Much to my surprise, I found her main characters to be quite similar; they're both smart
women with flighty thoughts who are put into extraordinary circumstances and come out better than anyone
could have imagined. Akin to Bridget Jones and all her wobbly bits.
As entertaining as this book was, it bordered on the antagonizing that everything so conveniently fell in
Samantha Sweeting's lap. She just happens to have a photographic memory, she just happens to be friends
with a Lord and Lady, she just happens to find employment (and did ya ever wonder what happened to the
real housekeeper who was supposed to show for the interview??), she just happens to learn how to cook in a
couple weeks... that right there was the biggest leap for me!
Anyway, this will probably make a good romantic comedy movie. I actually read it like a screenplay. If it is
turned into a movie, I'd probably go see it with the right cast. I'm very curious who they'd pick for
Nathaniel... he sounds yummy, but no one came to mind. I couldn't picture Samantha either.
Bottomline, fun and brainfree.

Megs ♥ says

This story is about a 20-something, workaholic lawyer named Samantha. Sam leaves her job after making a
huge mistake that costs her firm millions of dollars. She has put her whole life into this job, trying to become
partner, and now it's over. She has a major meltdown, and ends up miles from home in the middle of
nowhere working as a maid to a family that doesn't know anything about her true identity. She also doesn't
know anything at all about being a maid as you can probably guess by the title. This makes for an interesting
hilarious ride. At one point she has no idea how to use an iron and tells her boss that she can't figure it out
because she's "far more used to working with a Nimbus 2000" These little comments pop up everywhere
making the book fly by and making you really root for this poor girl who hasn't got a clue. A bit predictable,
but I don't read her books thinking I'm going to be digging into a literary masterpiece. The romance was cute,
but there really wasn't much of it. Nothing but fun and laughter all the way through.

Sam was an extremely fun character to read about. She's funny, smart, and can really think quick on her feet.
She shows genuine signs of maturity and growth throughout this quick read.

I really liked how the ultimate message was delivered, though. In the end Sam has to take a look at her life
and really figure out what is important, and what isn't. Perhaps you are putting too much effort into
something that gives nothing back.

This was my first book from Sophie Kinsella, but I will definitely read more of her books. Her humor is
fresh, and if you go into this book solely expecting a light-hearted, fun read I think you will enjoy it.

Recommended to all of Sohpie Kinsella's fans, and all chick-lit lovers. She is the queen of comedy!

3.5/5 Stars



Ferdy says

1.5 stars - Spoilers

The worst Kinsella book I've read so far, it wasn't totally awful but it was pretty bad. The story was even
more far-fetched and the main character even more daft than the other Kinsella heroines combined. The
heroine (Samantha) was meant to be an Oxbridge educated lawyer with years of experience in the best law
firm in the country, yet somehow she read more like a grade A idiot. I don't know why authors bother giving
their main characters high IQ's and super smart careers when they can only portray them as complete thickos
who can barely string a sentence together.

-Really liked Trish and Eddie Geiger, they were such fun characters. I loved the way they bossed Samantha
about and how they interacted with each other, they were pretty hilarious. I also quite liked Nathaniel, he was
a normal, down to earth sort of guy instead of the usual rich, brooding, millionaire love interest.

-How on earth do you accidentally become a housekeeper? Samantha lost her job at her law firm and took a
random train to the middle of nowhere, she then knocked on a random house and acted weird and somehow
that magically landed her a housekeeper job in a fancy mansion with a millionaire couple. Yea, right. She
also got to stay in said mansion overnight after a two minute interview in which she acted like a nutter. Yea,
because that seems likely.

-Why would Samantha run away from her job? Sure, she thought she made a huge mistake costing her firm
fifty million quid, but she was supposed to be a highly trained professional with years of education and
training, and who worked well under high pressure and was ultra responsible and had a brilliant mind and
work ethic. Yet she ran away like some sort of scared naive wet behind the ears idiot. Why would someone
so hard working and responsible just ditch everything at the first sign of trouble? Why wouldn't she question
everything? Why wouldn't she stay to investigate and defend herself? She worked all her life to be a top tier
lawyer so why wouldn't she stay and fight for her career and reputation? It was all so nonsensical.

-For a high flying lawyer Samantha sure was an idiot and a half. She couldn't follow basic recipes and
cooking instructions without turning the kitchen into a bloody war zone. She even struggled with slicing
bread and was unable to make a jam sandwich and hard boiled eggs (the silly cow put them in the
microwave?!). She didn't even know how to iron without burning everything or wipe surfaces without
making things worse. It was beyond ridiculous. Yes, not everyone knows how to cook well or do certain
chores, but who the hell can't boil an egg or make a jam sandwich or wipe a surface?! I'm guessing
Samantha's incompetence was meant to be funny or cute or something, but it was none of those things, it was
plain stupid.

-How was it Samantha was so unable to hold simple conversations? A top shot lawyer should at the very
least be able to hold moderately intelligent conversations. Yet half the time Samantha just stuttered and
mumbled and muttered her way through things.
Also, when she found out she'd been set up at work and came across suspicious evidence that pointed to
another colleague (Arnold) committing fraud, the silly cow couldn't confront him or make a convincing
argument against him without looking like a demented psycho dumbo loser. She was meant to be a genius
lawyer who regularly talked her way through all sorts of tricky situations and dealings yet when she
confronted Arnold all she was capable of doing was stomping her feet and pouting, she did nothing to defend



her reputation, she just talked rubbish. It didn't even occur to her to bring up the fact that Arnold had strong
family connections to the company that took that 50 million. Ugh, she was the most unconvincing lawyer
character in the fictional world ever.

-Why was Samantha always yelling or mumbling or pouting? Would an experienced, professional lawyer
really talk like that? I swear Samantha came across more like a belligerent child than anything else.

-According to The Undomestic Goddess women can't have a glittering career and a fulfilling personal life at
the same time. It's either one or the other.

-So Samantha gave up her career and a chance of a lifetime to be a partner in a top law firm all so she could
run off to Cornwall with a guy she'd known for a few months? I mean, she only worked her whole bloody
life to achieve that level of success, it was her one ambition and dream but all that got thrown out the
window because she was in lurve, and working as a lawyer was just too gosh darn difficult for her tiny
woman brain. Ugh.

If it hadn't been for the secondary characters, I don't think I would have been able to finish this. Even for a
chick lit book, it was beyond ridiculous.


