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Nothing ever changesin theland of the dead.

Deep in this hidden Kingdom beneath the earth, countless spirits await the end of time. Hades, the lord of
thisdire realm, Waits with them... until one day, the Lord of the Dead takes awife. Or triesto, anyway.

And then all Hades breaks |oose.
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Calista says

| love this series. Thisistitled Hades and he has little to do with this book really. It is more about Demeter
and Persephone, or her original name Kore.

The book starts out talking about what happens when you die and Hades makes his appearance. Then we see
him abducting Kore while no oneislooking. At first sheis pissed and then she realizes she could be
important as the Queen of the underworld and her mother Demeter is grating her nerves. Demeter stops
letting the earth bare fruit and searches for her daughter. Once found Persephone has to spend 6 monthsin
Hades with Hades and 6 months in Olympus with her mom. She is happy with this.

The art is great and when Demeter realizes Zeus is behind this, her wraith jumps off the page. It is so well
done. | hope he does al the stories of the gods over the years. These are fantastic. Hades is actually shown to
be more than amonster. If you like mythology and graphic novels, you have to read this!

K aethe says

Although the title says Hades, the story is more about Demeter, as usually told. As O'Connor tellsit, the
story is all about Persephone. Thisis aversion of the myth that aligns more with Meg Cabot's Underworld.
Here we're shown a young woman with an overly watchful mother who has the first chance in her lifeto
choose what she wants.

Thegirlsand | both love this series for the way O'Connor tells the stories, as well as how he draws them.
And | love the back matter, in which he explains the choices he makes, adds notes on specific panels,
includes further resources, etc. Great stuff. Highly recommended as an easy and enjoyable way to learn about
the Greek characters, good for any age and reading level. The strong narrative combined with all the
informative stuff makes them equally appealing to fans of fiction and non fiction. And the family treeis
really helpful, too.

Library copy.

Rachel says

Thiswas an advanced copy that | got from Netgalley. | thought it was a well-done and well-researched
graphic novel on the underworld, Hades, Persephone, and Demeter. The story shows what happensto a
person when they die, according to Greek mythology, and then continues with the myth about Persephone
(originally called Kore) and how she ended up as Queen of the Underworld after she was abducted by Hades.
| liked that the author used multiple viewpoints of all three characters (especially Persephone) and not just
that of the men in the story, as myths have atendency to do. | liked that it would appeal to both boys and
girls.

For me, it was the little thingsin this graphic novel that made it great. It was the way the author describes the



punishments of certain Greeks in Tartaros, the fact that he includes Hercules mortal half of hissoul isin the
underworld while hisimmortal part isin Olympus, the way Kore and her mother Demeter argue like they
would nowadays (which makes the myth more modern and easier for kids/teens to understand), how Hades
created violets especialy for Kore, and how Kore decided that being the Queen of the Underworld isn't such
abad gig and changes her name and reinvents herself. | had no idea that Zeus had sanctioned Hades to take
Kore. | enjoyed the interaction between Hermes and Hekate, and didn't know that in some stories, they were
married. | liked the profiles of the gods and goddesses, and the Greek notes at the end of the book, as well as
the recommended reading lists.

Now | can't wait to read the other graphic novelsin the author's Olympian series! Recommended for ages
10+.

Ken Yuen says

| liked the take on expanding Persephone's story. It's a welcome addition to aclassic tale.

Jason says

Once again, O'Connor knocks it out of the park. Well-researched and incredibly well-drawn, with writing
and dialogue that sucks you right into the story. Fantastic!

Kellee says

Reviewed at: http://www.teachmentortexts.com/2012/...

Summary: In O'Connor's fourth installment of the Olympians graphic novel series starts with the journey into
the Underworld after death but revealsitself to be about the myth of Persephone's abduction and the
consequences that follow such. This graphic novel is not only about Hades, but about Demeter and
Persephone as well.

What | Think: Persephone's myth is one of my favorites. | love how clever the Greeks were to have such an
elaborate tale to account for the seasons that we all experience. And saying that, this graphic novel is by far
my favorite version of the story.

I am such afan of George O'Connor's style of art and his storytelling capabilities as I've loved the two other
Olympian graphic novels that I've read and | love this one as well. The way that O'Connor takes the myth,
staystrueto it, but adds his own interpretation of aspects iswhat makes his graphic novels unique. For
example, the thought that went into why he made Persephone alittle dark in this story is so thought
provoking.

Also, as I've said in my reviews of Zeus and Athena, | love the G(r)eek notes, drawings, bibliography,
recommended readings, discussion questions and author's notes at the end of all of his graphic novels- they
make them accessible for not only children & teens, but teachersto usein their classroom.



*Thank you Netgalley and First Second for access to thistitle*

Barbara says

Thisisthe fourth title in the Olympian series, and it certainly does not disappoint. The creator sticks closely
to the original story of Demeter, Hades, and Persephone, describing how Hades kidnaps Persephone---once
called Kore on Earth--and shows her around his kingdom. While she is gone, Demeter allows the crops to
fail as she searches for her daughter. But the twist that this updated story contains involves Persephone
coming into her own whilein the Underworld. Out from under the control of her mother, she flourishes, and
although sheis glad to be reunited with her mother, sheis also relieved to return to Hades, enough so that she
lies about having consumed any foods while in Hades the first time around. Thisis an empowered version of
Persephone, a character who always seemed to be the unwilling pawn in a game being played by her mother
and Hades in the past. This different perspective is refreshing, and allows Persephone to make her own mark
on how things are done in her new kingdom. One of my favorite illustrations is the last one, which shows the
two rulers on their thrones, Hades with just the slightest smile on hislips. Fans of mythology will relish this
moody version of the classic story.

Heather says

Loved! I've always had a soft spot for Hades, | think he is misunderstood :) and | like the version of
Persephone LIKING being the queen of the dead in this book. Big fan of these graphic novel Greek
mythology interpretations. Some great discussion questionsin the back as well, perfect for teens.

Sara Thompson says

Thisisthe fourth book in the graphic series The Olympians by George O’ Connor. Thisis an amazing
retelling of the story of Hades and Persephone. | was just captivated by the beauty of the drawings and the
passion of the characters.

With tons of research into the myths, George O’ Connor has created a story that weaves together all the bits
and pieces. Thistelling of the Hades myth is not only touching but opens up a humanity in the Greek Gods
that | believe was often missing in the more serious versions. Hades is portrayed as a man who has been
given ajob to do. Heis shrouded in darkness but he is not evil.

Persephone has more personality in George O’ Connor’ s story than she has been given before. Hereisa
young woman smothered by her overprotective mother. Though Hades took her against her will, heiswilling
to give her more freedom than she ever had before and a chance to become the woman she wants to be.
Then there is Demeter, Persephone’ s mother, who nearly destroys the world with her grief at the loss of her
daughter. Through a connection with Hecate she is able to find her daughter.

In the end, thisis a powerful story that can be enjoyed by girl or boy. It's dark but romantic and | can’'t wait
to pick up more.




Samantha says

Readers are first introduced to the Underworld and the order of operations upon death. After afierce
argument between Kore and her mother, Demeter, she is kidnapped and taken to the Underworld to be
Hades bride. Sheisresistant at first, but eventually takes an active role in her fate and embraces her new
position as the queen-to-be.

Meanwhile, Demeter roams the earth consumed with grief and searches for answers concerning her
daughter's disappearance. Upon learning her daughter has been taken to the Underworld, she sends Hermes
to retrieve her.

Hermes recognizes the sadness in Kore's (now Persephone's) eyes and pointedly asksif she consumed any
food while in the Underworld, for if she had she would be fated to return there. She replies that she ate 6
pomegranate seeds which means she will spend 6 months of every year in the Underworld. Upon her return
to the Underworld, she quickly seals her fate by eating 6 seeds. At story's close Persephone is busy making
some necessary changesin the Underworld and fully embracing her place on the throne beside Hades.

Hands down afantastic graphic novel! | loved how the story brought the reader in, aimost like a choose your
own adventure story, where the introduction to the Underworld reads like a 2nd person narrative. The pacing
and action was spot on which makes this atop notch recommendation, especially to reluctant readers. There
were plenty of resources following the story aswell including: an author's note, fact files on the major
characters featured in this volume, discussion questions, bibliography, and recommended reading.
Recommended for grades 3-5, boys and girls alike.

Pobes says

I never knew that Persephone's original name was Kore. Did Demeter named her Kore asin like acorn's
core? | wonder if she likes the Nickelodeon show Legend of Korra. She really hasto see Season 5, it was
filled with actions and fight scenes!!!

Donalyn says

George O'Connor creates another stellar installment in his Olympians graphic novel series with Hades: Lord
of the Dead. Opening with a description of what you might find as you enter the Underworld, the story shifts
into adramatic retelling of my favorite Greek myth--the Abduction of Persephone.

While hiswork is based on research from classic and contemporary texts, | like that O'Connor feels
confident in re-interpreting the myths and adding clever references to other stories and popular culture (for
example Hermes returns Persephone to Olympus with the announcement, " Special Delivery!" anod to his
appearance as the FTD symbol with Persephone-- the Goddess of Spring--as hisfloral package). One of my
favorite parts was the panel recap in the back that explains the research and his thought processes for many
panels.

How long until the next one?



Ana says

Oh Hades, my flawless love. Must you be so aluring and distracting and brooding and ugh... Let me collect
myself. Okay, I'm ready.

Hades is my al-time favorite Greek god. He's not evil, he's just misunderstood. Y ou'd be alittle cranky too if
you were swallowed at birth by your father. Oh the joys of Greek mythology.

In Greek mythology, Hades the god of the underworld, was son of the Titans Cronus and Rhea. He was the
brother of Zeus, Poseidon, Hera, Hestia and Demeter. He was also called the god of wealth or 'the rich one'
because he owned all the mineralsin the Earth.

Hades and Persephone are my OTP. | sound like atwelve year old fan girl but | don't care, | love them.
There are different versions of their story. Some say Hades captured Persephone and took her to the
underworld. Others claim she and Hades were in madly in love and she went with him willingly. The latter
sounds more appealing, but whatever floats your boat | guess.

Persephone had been persuaded to eat four seeds of a pomegranate (or, according to some, six). Anyone
eating food in the underworld was trapped there forever. When Persephone was in Hades, Demeter refused
to let anything grow and winter began. People and animals began to starve. With the help of Zeus, Demeter
and Hades worked out a compromise. Persephone was allowed to spend the remaining two-thirds of the year
with her mother Demeter. The myth of Hades and Persephone is associated with Spring and Winter: when
Persephone comes to the Earth, it’'s springtime. When she descends to the underworld, it is winter.

Now that'swhat | call agreat story.

Lord of the Dead is afun, easy, and entertaining read. | recommend it to anyone who likes Greek Mythology.



M.M. Strawberry Reviews says

This graphic novel brings afresh look to the myth of Hades and Persephone. Much of the dialogue is almost
lyrical, in away that | can easily imagine ancient Greek gods would speak. The artwork is aso very nice, and
Persephone's physical appearance design was different, she looks more like a Goth girl instead of a Goddess
of Spring, but that was cool. Her relationship with Hades is a'so more equal, he treats her with respect. |
would have liked for this graphic novel to be longer, but overall it till isagreat book. In the back you have
information and factoids about Hades, Persephone, and Demeter, as well as research notes and author's
commentary. Really a nice package.

Joella www.cinjoella.com says

There were two reasons why | picked up this book. First of al, I now know that | like some graphic novels.
And this one got great reviews. Second, | had just finished reading The Goddess Test which had Hades (aka
Henry) as amain character and | thought it would be fun to brush up on my Greek mythology.

Thisisthe story of Hades and Persephone (and Demeter). It takes the spin that Hades |oved Persephone and
eventually Persephone loved Hades. And Persephone chose to eat six pomegranate seeds because she liked
being with Hades. The book also has alot of fun extras with nods to other myths in the various panels. In
fact, | actually loved reading some of the "G[r]eek Notes" as much as reading the actual graphic novel.

| just might have to read all the other "Olympians" graphic novels by this author!




